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CIO   I 


^  It  w 


^. 


T  O    T  H  E 


KING 


S  I  B, 

MAY  Yojir  Majefty  be  plea- 
fed  to  accept  thefe  re- 
mains of  a  noble  Author,  as  they 
were  colledled  by  the  care  of 
Your  late  Hiftoriographer;  from 
one,  who  efteems  it  her  duty  to 

a  offer 
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offer  them,  as  he  firft  intended; 
a  publick  teftimony  of  his  gra- 
titude for  the  honour  he  enjoyed 
under  Your  Moft  Sacred  Majefty. 
I  am, 

May  it  pleafe  Tour  Majejly> 
Your  Majefty 's 

moft  humble, 

and  moft  obedient 

Subjed,  and  Servant, 


MART    STEPHENS. 


Ill 
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PREFACE. 


TJAVING  mam  years  paft  tranfcribed from  the  ori- 
**  ginals,  fever  at  Letters  and  Memoir  es  of  the  Lord 
Bacon,  which  had  never  been  made  pub  lick-,  and  difpofed 
them  with  others,  in  a  feries  of  time:  I  then  engaged  my 
felf  to  make  a  fuppUment  thereto,  if  I  might  be  obliged 
with  other  of  bis  Lordjhifs  genuine  writings.  And  to 
that  end,  a  Gentleman  long  fince  deceafed,  gave  me  the 
opportunity  of  copying  Jbme  other  of  bis  Lordjhifs  let- 
ters,  which  bad  been  a  part  of  the  former  collection:  But 
not  having  a  fufficient  number \  and  being  foon  concerned 
in  affairs  of  another  nature \  I  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of 
troubling  my  felf  or  others  in  the  fame  kind,  till  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  0/' Oxford  was  pleafed  to  put  into  my 
bands,  fome  negleBed  manufcripts  and  loofe  papers,  to  fee 
whether  any  of  the  Lord  Bacon'j  compofitions  lay  concealed 
there,  that  were  fit  to  be  publijhed.  Upon  the  perufal, 
I  found  fome  of  them  written,  and  others  amended  with 
bis  Lordjhifs  own  hand,  and  believed  that  all  of  them  bad 
been  in  the  pojfeffon  of  Dr.  Rawley,  his  Lordjhifs  Chap- 
lain, and faithful  Editor  of many  of his  Works.  I  found, 
that  fever al  of  the  ^treattfes  had  been  publijhed  by  him+ 
and  that  others,  certainly  genuine,  which  had  not,  were 
fit  to  be  tranfcribed,  andfo  preferved,  if  not  divulged. 

About  the  fame  time,  a  learned  and  eminent  Gentle- 
man in  bis  profejfion  bad  employed  a  reverend  Divine  to 
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reduce  all  the  Lord  Bacon'*  works  into  juji  Volumes,  and 
print  them ;  as  was  propofed,  in  a  correal  and  beautiful 
manner;  and^fome  of  them  were  actually  in  the  Prefs. 
My  chief  concern  then  was,  that  the  original  Letters, 
which  I  had  publijhed  with  care,  might  not  be  printed 
without  my  approbation-,  and  that  the  Introduction  to,  and 
Obfervations  on  them,  might  be  either  fuppreffed,  or  very 
mttth abridged^  as  improper  and  unworthy  to  appear  in 
thoje  Volumes :  though  in  that  manual  of  Letters  they  ob- 
tained more  pardon  from  others  than  from  myfelf  But  I 
foon  perceived  that  the  defign  of  the  Publifher  was  to  pro- 
cure bis  own  profit,  by  encreafng  the  number  ofthejheets; 
rather  than  the  honour  of  the  Author,  by  retrenching  what 
might  be  Jpurious,  or  not  ft  for  pubtick  view.  Jnd  this 
I  prefhme  will  appear,  by  that  Rbapfody  with  which  he 
basjwelled  the  firft Volume,  under  the  title  *^CoUe&iaa8 
relating  to  his  Lordfliip's  Life,  and  the  Account  of  bit 
Works*,  which  takes  up  above  two  hundred  pages  in 
Folio. 

What  etje  could  induce  him  to  infirrt  therein  feverxtl 
Lifrters  from  Sir  Amiafc  Powlet,  the  Queen's  Ambaffadvr 
in  France,  which  fills  eleven  pages :  fince  all  that  concerns 
Mr.  Bacon  is,  that  in  two  or  three  cfthemSirAmizs  told 
the  Lord  Keeper,  that  his  Jon  was  in  good  health? 

Wm  there  any  re-afin  for  re-prmtmg  the  Earl  of 
EffexV  Apology  i  wriuem  m  vindication  vf  im  opinion 
'given  to  the  Ignetn  for  continuing  the  -war  againjl  Spain, 
which  Jakes  vp  nineteen  pages  vf  thofe  Colle&itms  ?  Sfbe 
reafin  he  offers,  will  hardly  be  allowed:  That,  hawing 
yirited  nn  >tbe  fourth  volume  the  Declaration  of  the  Earl 
T^BifexV  treafon,  committed  in  1600,  he  was  willing  the 
Apology  of  \$()%,[Jhould  be  printed,  that  the  defence  might 
yp>  along  with  the  charge.  But,  ^admitting  there  bad  been 
\tny  relation  between  theje  ttvo  writings  what  occafion 
was  there  to  publifh  the  many  long  Memorials*  Affidavits, 
'ondCortfeffions;  in  drawing  of  which  it  may  be  prefumed 
'Mr.HtiGQti  had  mo  band,  though  they  mere  annexed  to  that 
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large  Declaration  in  which  be  fays  he  badfome  part :  All 
'which,  having  bien  printed  in  its  proper  time,  fe ems  now  as 
improperly  thruft  in  amongjt  his  Lordjhip's  Letters,  and 
comprehended  in  no  iefs  than  five  Jheets  f  Was  there  any 
reafonfor  bim  to  print  at  large*  the  atrial/)/ Mr.  Wreynr 
ham  in  the  StM^hzxtAxfifor  prefenting  afcandalous  pe~ 
tition  to  the  King*  agflin/l  the  Lord  Channel/or  Bacon, 
which  takes  up  twenty-  two* pages?  Whereas  the  fubjlance 
might  have  been  related  in  asfewlsnesr  and  the  whole  had 
been  printed  mt  bmg  before. 

Would  any  one,  fiat,  bad  confulted  the  reputation  of 
the  jLW  Bacon, or  indeed  his.  own,  have  publijhed  feve~ 
ral  Apophthegm*  under  his  JUordJhip*  sName,  which  he  him*, 
felf,  as  iwell  as  Do&or  Teniibn,  allowed  ta  be  fcanda^ 
lousx  dkd  jpttriout?  %bofe  which  his  Lordjbip  compiled 
as  etn  amuftment,  during  bis  indijpofition  in  the  year 
1 63 5,  were  printed  in  the  fame. year,  amounting  to  the 
number  if  two  bwtdveM  (i^^gpty :  And  were  not  re* 
printed  Vf  Defter  Rawfyr.m'ttie  firjl  edition  of  the  Rer 
ftrfcitttio  in  ^657*  but%  upon  the  re^publifhing  that  work, 
with  a  dedication  to  J&ay  Charles  the  fecond,  the  Book- 
fetter  tontrhxd  to  infer/ them  with  Jbme  alteration  and 
additions ;  which,  ijjjlead  of  increafing,  di minified  the  va* 
he  of  tbeKwbele. 

Was  it  for  his  Lor Mifs  honour,  or  any  fervics  to  man* 
kind,  -to  fublijh  hi*  frill,  and  the  Qompofition  bis  Admin 
niftrators. -made  with  his  Creditors  three  years  after  his 
death ;  by  making  bis  Lordfiip  as  had  4  computer  ,of  hit. 
tfiate  a  tittle  before  his  death,  as  he  had  been  a  colleft- 
or  and  prrjtrver  of  money*  in-  the  former  part  of  his 
tife? 

Whether  it  were.&lwjeable  for  him  to  print  at  large 
£>r.  TcntfonV  account  cf  the  Lord  Bacon's  works  in  the 
manner  he  hatb  done,  and  fome^ fragments  and  rem  aim, 
jcarce  worthy  4o  haw  appeared  m  the  hpdy  of: his  <mrAsy  J 
jhatt  leave  ^otherj to  judge.  J  am  Jure  neithpr  he,  nor  his 
^osfkfAkr^had-dny  tiite  tothe  original  Letters  and  Notts 
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which  I  badpubliftfcd;  and  as  to  the  Introduction,  it  isfo 
disjointed  and  mangled,  that  I  may  well  difown  it.  . 

The  Publijher  has  reprefented  the  care  and  pains  be 
took  in  the  fnethodifmg  and  improving  his  Lordjhifs 
Letters,  Jo  that'  it  was  a  new  work.  Whereas  all  the 
Letters  to  King  James,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and 
other  perjbns  of  quality,  were  marjhalled  to  his  bands.  It 
is  true,  tbofe  written  in  Qyeen  Elizabeth'*  time,  and  pub- 
lijhed  by  DoCior  Rawley,  were  tran/pofed,  but  perhaps 
not  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  Reader ;  and  his  addi- 
tion of  fx  orfeven  Letters  to  Mr.  Toby  Matthews,  being 
of  a  private  nature  and  doubtful  authority,  is  not  very 
cofijiderable.  Whether  the  inferting  Sir  Francis  BaconV 
Difcourfe  of  the  Intelledtual  Powers  amongf  the  Letters,  be 
hny  improvement  of  them,  be  bimfelf  is  doubtful ;  but  then 
be  is  ajfured  be  has  made  honourable  amends  for  that, 
by  correcting  Dr.  Rawley's  edition  of  it,  and  alfo  the 
Letter  inclojing  it  to  SirJEfcnry  SaviUc:  For  that  Let- 
ter concludes,  And  fo  I  ic<«imend  you  to  God's  pro- 
tection -,  which  the  Corrector  makes,  And  fo  I  recommend 
you.  And  whereas  in  the  Difcourfe,  Volume  IV.  page 
586.  DoCior  Rawley  has  printed  the  word  (than),  the  Cor- 
rector makes  it  (then)  5  but  to  make  fenfe  in  either,  the 
word  ought  to  be  (that).  Other  variations  or  amend- 
ments I  can  find  none.  But  I  may  have  played  the  Cri- 
tick  too  much  my  f elf,  and  now  I  Jhall  give  fome  account 
of  my  own  undertaking,  that  he  and  others  may,  if  they 
pleafe,  criticife  upon  me. 

As  to  my  part  in  theprefent  edition,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  make  this  collection  of  Letters  to  the  King  and  the  Earl 
of  Buckingham,  foon  after  be  became  a  favourite,  as 
perfect  as  I  could,  (though  it  be  not  fo  perfect  as  I  wijh- 
ed  and  hoped  for)  by  adding  not  only  feveral  of  his 
Lordjhip's  Letters,  but  by  inferting  many  of  the  Lord 
Buckingham 9s  Anjwers  thereto,  writ  with  orfgned  by 
bis  own  band,  the  originals  of  which  are  preserved  in  the 
Earl  of  Oxford'*  Library.    And  I  have  delayed  the  pub- 
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lication  in  hopes  of  obtaining  fome  other  of  the  Lord  Ba- 
con'j  Letters,  or  his  Regi/ler  of  them  (a  Tranfcript  of 
which  be  bequeathed  to  the  Bifiop  of  Lincoln,  anil  $ir 
Humphrey  May)  being  well  ajfured  from  a  Catalogue  I 
bavefeen,  that  fever al  Latin  and  French,  as  well  as  Eng- 
lifh  Letters,  are  yet  wanting. 

I  have  concluded  the  whole  with  fome  genuine  Traits 
and  Fragments  of  the  Lord  Bacon's  compq/ing,  and  conji- 
dering  the  condition  they  have  long  been,  in,  and  yet  are  in, 
it  is  more  to  be  admired \  that  they  have  been  Jo  long  prefer- 
ved  in  private  hands,  than  that  they  are  now  made  pub- 
lick.  But  before  the  Reader  enters  into  the  particulars, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  give  him  a  view  of  his  Lordjhip's 
Life,  which  may  ferve  as  afupplement  to  that  written  by 
DoEtor  Rawley,  wherein  hi  declines  making  any  relation 
of  bis  Lordjhif  s  cenfure  in  Parliament,  and  of  his  beha- 
viour during  his  retirement,  other  than  of  his  writings. 
All  which  are  now  fit  to  be  known,  to  the  end  that  ju- 
ftice  may  be  done  his  memory-,  who,  notwithjlanding  his 
defefts  was  a  great  ornament  of  and  to  learning,  and  to 
the  age  and  nation  in  which  he  lived* 
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LORD  BACON. 


WHEN  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  afccndcd 
the  Throne  of  England,  from  a  retired, 
if  not  a  reftrained  condition  of  life  j  it 
was  a  great  part  of  her  felicity,  that  (he  felefted  fuch  a 
Council,  as  though  divided  in  their  religions,  did  condud: 
her  through  the  difficulties,  with  which  the  beginning  of 
her  reign  was  involved.  But  the  two  perfons  on  whole 
judgment  (he  chiefly  relyed,  were  united  in  princi- 
ples, in  intereft,  and  affinity :  the  one,  Sir  William  Ce- 
cil, created  afterwards  Lord  Burgbley,  her  Prime  Mi- 
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nifter,  for  the  greateft  part  of  her  long  reign ;  the  other 
Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  for  about  twenty  years  Lord  Keep- 
er of  the  Great  Seal,  who,  by  his  fecond  wife,  one  of 
the  learned  daughters  of  Sir  Anthony  Cooke,  Preceptor  to 
King  Edward  VI,  had  two  fons,  Anthony  and  Francis-, 
the  laft  of  which  perfons  is  the  fubjedt  of  the  following 
cttflspurfe. 

francis  waj  born  op  the  %z& day  of  "January  1564^  at 
Yorke-Houfe  in  the  Strand,  where  his  father  then  refid- 
ed  (as  the  fon  did  afterwards,  when  he  was  Lord  Chan- 
cellor) and  upon  his  ingenious  anfwers,  when  a  boy,  to 
the  Queen's  queftions,  fhe  did  in  a  manner  point  out 
his  future  preferment,  by  often  calling  him  her  young 
Lord  Keeper.  Sir  Nicholas,  to  cultivate  his  fon's  preg- 
nant parts,  committed  him,  while  very  young,  together 
with  his  elder  brother,  to  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Wbitgift, 
then  Mailer  of  'Trinity -  College  in  Cambridge,  after- 
wards the  mod  reverend  and  learned  Archbifliop  of 
Canftrjitry :  v*here  he  tjega*  to  be  diflatkfiei  wkh  the 
Logic  and  Philpfbphy  then  taught  hi  the  Sfchoofc.  And 
before  he  had  compleated  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  age, 
h&  was  fent  iqto  France,  under  the  care  of  Sir  Amias 
Pwdtf,  the.  Qgeen!*  Arabaf&dor  there,  and  by  Mm  he 
was  ocqafionaUy  diipatched  to  her  Majefty,  in  fervices 
y/bkh  he  performed  to  h«  fatiafa&ioa.  Bat  his  father 
dpiog  iu  the  year  1579*  before  be  had  made  the  proviii- 
ot>,  be  intended  fori  t&B  hi*  youageft  £»>  he  returned  into 
England*  and  entered  upon  die  ftudy  of  the;  Commoa 
Law,  though  btr  cow**}  the  Science^  as  the  miftrda  o£ 
his  aflfcaioji.  In  thatprnfefSoo  hefooa  became  eminent, 
UXLQufOtt making, him  her  Goimfdcxtrtcfdiiiary, m  the 
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a&tb  year  of  his  age,  an  honour  conferred  oh  few  or  none 
before  him:  and  to  her  he  dedicated  his  Maxims  and 
Elements  of  the  Common  Law,  in  the  year  1596,  though 
they  were  not  printed  till  fome  years  after  his  death,  and 
that  incorre&ly;  but  not  fo  ill,  as  his  Reading  upon  tht 
Statute  of  Ufes  in  Grefs-Imie,  Which  he  petformed  with 
honour  to  himfelf  and  profit  to  his  hearers,  having  been 
one  of  the  firft  that  argued  that  difficult  cafe  of  lifts, 
called  CbudJeigb's  cafe,  which  is  reported  by  Sit  Edward 
Coke. 

But  the  greatcft  figure  he  made  in  the  laft  ten  years  of 
the  Queen's  reign,  was  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons:  and 
then  it  is  conceived  he  applyed  himfelf  to  Politicks,  ib  that 
the  Queen  and  Lord  Treafurer  Burgbleyy  employed  \m 
bead  and  hand  in  affairs  of  State.     He  himfelf  obfer- 
ving,  that  in  the  buiinefs  which  paifed  the  hands  of  the 
Queen's  learned  Cotmfeiy  either  of  State  or  Revenue  for 
many  years  y  he  was  conftantly  employed.     On  two 
fitch  perfons  he  might  reasonably  depend  for  advance- 
ment in  place  or  profit:  fo  that  it  may  be  prefumed  it  wa* 
ant  of  refped,  and  afle&ion  to  the  pcrforr  of  the  Earl  of 
EffiXy  that  he  fludyed,  as  he  writy  has  fortunes  and  fer- 
vkes:  and  had  that  Lord  as  well  regarded  the  counfd, 
as  he  rewarded  the  giver,  and  foir  fbmetittecfteemedMr. 
Bacon,  he  might  harve  avoided  the  unhappy  fore,  into 
which  he  wae  hurried  by  the  advice  of  violent  and  pre- 
cipitate perfons*  for  he  was  a  young  nobleman  of  great 
ingenuity  and  candour,  as  well  as  courage. 

Btintlke  Earh>  before  his  infcrre&ion,  having  dilcontinu* 
ed  his.  fifcadflrip  and  acquaintance,  Mr.  Baton  thought 
himfelf  fbliged  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  his  Qfceen  and 

b  2  Countrey 


xii  An  Account  of  the 

Countrey,  fo  far  as  not  to  decline  the  fervice,  which  his 
Miftrefs  and  her  Minifters  thought  fit  to  lay  upon  him. 

The  part  he  afted  againft  the  Earl  at  his  trial,  oc- 
cafioned  fome  refle&ions  upon  his  condud,  and  the  wri- 
ting of  his  Apology  afterwards,  which  he  dedicated  to 
the  Earl  of  Devon/hire  his  Lordftiip's  great  friend ;  and 
therein  declares,  that  he  was  true  to  the  Earl  of  Ejfex, 
ufque  ad  aras,  and  that  he  had  on  all  occafions  endea- 
voured to  pacify  the  Queen's  difpleafure  againft  him, 
though  her  commands  and  his  duty  obliged  him  to  ap- 
pear againft  his  Lordfhip  at  the  Bar.  But  the  Declara- 
tion of  the  Earl's  Treafonsy  publilhed  foon  after  his  death, 
though  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Bacon,  was  impofed  on  him, 
and  much  altered  by  the  Privy  Council.  The  account 
he  drew  up  for  the  Queen's  perufat,  and  by  her  command, 
of  what  palled  at  the  aflembly  at  the  Lord  Keeper's  houfe, 
on  the  $tb  of  June  1600,  where  the  Earl  was  charged 
for  leaving  the  command  of  the  army  in  Ireland  in  1599, 
much  to  the  Queen's  and  the  Nation's  prejudice,  and  con- 
trary to  her  expe&ation,  was  (hewn  to  very  few  others; 
and  if  the  latter  part  of  that  imperfect  narration  could  be 
obtained,  it  would  have  difcovered,  as  Mr.  Bacon  fays  in 
his  Apology \  his  endeavours  to  ferve  the  Earl  in  that  dif- 
courfe,  and  on  that  occafion. 

Before  that  time,  the  Earl  had  in  vain  addrefled  the 
Queen  to  make  Mr.  Bacon  her  Solicitor  general  Nor 
doth  it  appear,  that  fhe  had  rewarded  his  fervices,  o- 
tKerwife  than  by  her  gracious  acceptance  of  them ;  yet 
did  he  not  forget,  upon  all  occafions,  to  applaud  the 
wifdom  of  her  government,  and  he  compofed  a  little 
Treatife  in  Latin,  intitled*  In  felicem  memoriam  Eli- 
^  xabe- 
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zabetba  Anglia  regime  y  containing  a  fhort  account 
of  the  felicities  of  her  reign,  which  he  fent  into 
France  to  Monfieur  de  Tbou,  who  was  then  compiling 
fome  part  of  his  celebrated  Hiftory  5  and  many  years  af- 
ter, the  Lord  Bacon  defired,  in  on^  of  his  Wills,  that  it 
might  be  printed,  which  was  done  long  after  his  Lord- 
{hip's  death ;  and  an  early  copy  of  it,  hi  my  Lord's  own 
Englijh,  is  printed  in  this  Volume. 

It  is  aflerted  by  Monfieur  Rapin  de  Tboyras,  that  King 
"James  looked  upon  the  Earl  of  EJfex  as  his  Martyr,  and 
that  when  he  came  into  England,  it  was  thought  his  E- 
nemies  would  have  been  made  fcnfible  of  his  Majefty's 
difpleafure  5  but  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  who  was  efteemed  one 
of  the  greateft,  had  by  a  dextrous  and  private  correfpon- 
dence  towards  the  end  of  the  Queen's  reign,  merited  (b 
much  of  that  King,  that  he  was  foon  admitted  into  hi& 
greateft  truft  and  favour.  And  whatfoever  application 
the  Earl  might  have  made  to  that  Court,  the  King  fent 
an  Ambaflador  to  congratulate  the  Queen  on  her  fuppreA 
ling  his  Infurre&ion.  Nor  is  it  probable,  that  the  Earl  in* 
tended  to  dethrone  the  Queen,  in  order  to  fet  up  the  King 
of  Scotland  in  her  ftead.  If  Mr.  Bacon  were  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  Earl's  adverfaries,  he  feared  fo  little 
the  King's  cenfure  of  him  upon  that  account,  that  upon 
her  Majefty's  death,  he  wrote  with  great  aflurance  to  him 
and  his  Minifters  then  in  Scotland;  and  afterwards,  upon 
the  King's  arrival  at  Whitehall,  he  was  knighted,  among 
others  of  his  profeffion :  Cardinal  d*  OJfat  obferving  upon 
this  occafion,  that  it  is  ufual  for  well-advifed  Princes, 
who  are  called  to  a  new  eftate,  to  enter  with  great  gen- 
tlenefs  and  lenity. 

#  His 
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His  Majefty  continued  Sir  Francis  Bacon  in  the  fame 
employment  his  prcdeceflbr  had  given  to  him;  and  as  his 
abilities  had  appeared  in  Council,  in  Parliament,  and  in 
his  profeffion,  and  efpecially  in  the  Speeches  he  had  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  Treatifes  he  wrote 
in  favour  of  the  Union  e£  the  two  Kingdoms  of  England 
and  Scotland,  which  the  King  fo  paffionately  defired ;  he 
had  reafon  to  expert,  that  his  fuit  for  the  place  of  the 
King's  Solicitor  would  have  been  granted:  but  it  is 
thought,  his  preferment  was  obftru&ed  by  the  jealoufy 
of  his  Couiinr-German  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  and  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  the  Attorney  General 

About  the  &me  time  he  recommended  himfelf  to  the 
King,  and  other  learned  perfons,  by  his  Book  of  the 
Advancement  of  Learning,  which  he  publiihed  in  Eng- 
tijh  in  1605,  and  dedicated  to  his  Magcfty,  as  the  moft 
learned  King  that  time  had  known  >  which  after  his 
retirement  from  pubiiek  bufinefs  he  very  much  inlar- 
ged  in  the  fecond  Book ,  dividing  it  into  eight,  and 
put  the  whole  into  Latin,  as  the  fkft  part  of  his  lat- 
Jhmratio  magna  Scien&iarum.  But  I  fliaU  not  now  grvfe 
s»j  farther  account  of  this,  or  indeed  of  any  other  of  his 
works*  unlets  it  may  conduce  to  the  illuftrating  of  his 
kife :  the  defiga  of  his  pbibfophical writings*  having  been 
delineated  by  his  own  hand -,  and  as  to  his  bi/kricai,  po- 
litical and  juridical  works,  which  were  published  by  Dr. 
Ramhy^  they  afle,  well  knowa  and  received.  The  Frag- 
AMOta  whisht  have  bee*  fimt  abroad,  feme  genuine,  and 
Qihfcss  jpufioua*  need  not  to  be  mentdoaed,  othewife  than 
to  viiwlisat*  bift  hwAfhif '»  honour. 

*  In 
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In  1607,  when  Sir  Henry  H$bdrt  was  matte  Attor- 
ney General,  Sir  Francis  Bdctm  was  gratified  in  his 
define  of  being  appointed  Solicitor  j  and  then  he  ap- 
peared more  frequently  in  the  Courts  at  Wefiminfiity  and 
efbeckth/  in  great  caufe&:  aftd  that  the  young  Gentlemen" 
of  the  Law  might  fee  his  method  of  arguing  Cafes  at 
length,  as  they  had  of  reporting  the  cafe  and  rea- 
fons  of  the  judgments,  by  the  Lord  Coke-,  he  caufed  four 
of  five  of  his  argeimems  to  be  tranferibed,-  and  pfefehfed 
lo  the  8ociety  of  Grtfs-Inne,  of  which  his  father  had 
bee*,  ftfid  he  was  then  a  Member,  which  are  lately 
printed  from  the  original  Mamtfcripts. 

In  the  year  ib\t,  he  fuceeeded  Sir  Henry  Hobart  as 
Attorney  Qenetfi*  ncA  after  ho  had  feme  years  enjoyed? 
for  bMefidai  place,  he  was  fawn  of  the  King's  Privy 
Covncftr  ft  ftuk  rarely  conferred  either  before,  or  fince, 
on  Gentlemen  in  that  office.  Upon  which  occafion  he* 
cdk  thtKing,  that  being  exempted  from  dealing  in  cau- 
fcs  between  party  and  party,  he'  thought  himfelf  obliged 
to  dedicate  h*  letfure  dtfH  fo  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and 
particularly  to  the  reducing  and  recompiling  of  the  Laws 
ofBtiglana*,  with  proper  aflirtance  of  others;  and  in  this* 
thought  lit  per  lifted  when  he  had  greater  leifure,  by  of&f- 
iag  to  the  King  a  ^pecimen'of  a  Dige/t  of  the  fame  Laws, 
printed  by  Dr.  Ratvky. 

Ho  continued  the  King's  Attorney  about  four  years, 
«id-  di&harged  the  place  with  great  fufBciency  in  the 
management  of  fovetttl  weighty  ctfufesj  when  his  Ma* 
jetty,  upon  Ae  reeothmendation  of  his  aged  but  worthy 
Chancettor,  the  kor$: ENejhiere,  and  by  the  mediation  of 

the 
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the  Earl  of  Buckingham,  as  wdl  as  to  reward  Sir  Frs 
Batons  merits  and  fervices,  committed  to  his  cuftody  the 
Great  Seal,  on  the  ytb  of  March  16  ii.  The  fame  day, the 
Lord  Keeper  writ  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Earl  of  Buck- 
ingham, which  is  now  firft  publifbed  from  the  original; 
and  though  written  in  a  hafty  manner,  difcovers  the 
beauty  of  his  flile,  as  well  as  his  grateful  ienle  of  hisLord- 
fhip's  good  offices. 

In  the  fame  month  the  King  began  his  journey  to  Scot- 
land) carrying  his  young  favourite  with  him ;  who  by  his 
Majcfty's  direction  kept  a  confbmt  conefpondence  with 
the  Lord  Keeper;  returning,  in  fevend  letters,  the  King's 
thanks  to  his  Lordihip  for  the  care  he  took  of  his  afiairs 
in  his  abfence ;  particularly,  for  the  Speech  he  made,  the 
Sth  of  May  16 17,  upon  taking  his  place  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery ;  which  letter,  is  alio  infertcd  in  this  colle- 
ction. 

But  his  Lordihip  did  not  confine  his  talents  to  the  Court 
of  Chancery  1  but  endeavoured  to  lerve  the  King  as  a 
Statefman,  and  as  himlelf  writes,  a  Financier ;  and  the 
Lord  of  Buckingham  j  as  a  friend  and  counlellor:  to  which 
end,  he  had  before  prefented  him  with  a  compleat  body  of 
InflruSkns  for  his  Lordihip's  behaviour,  both  towards 
the  King  and  his  People;  and  continued  his  advices  to  the 
time  of  his  own  fall,  as  will  appear  by  the  letters  now, 
and  formerly  publifhed:  which,  if  they  had  been  feen 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon ;  he  would  not,  it  is 
prefumed,  have  fo  politively  affirmed  in  his  excellent  Hi- 
ftoryy  That  the  Duke  of  Buckingham**  misfortune  was, 
That  he  never  made  a  noble  and  vortby  friendjhip*  Jo 

near 
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wntr  his  equal,'  at  nitould  frankly  aifoifehim  for  his  ho- 
nour, bt  trut  tritereft  $  fo  that  if  he  had  been  bleflfed  with 
-One  faithful  friend,  qualified  with  wifdom  and  integri- 
ty, that  great  perfon  would  have  committed  as  few  faults, 
and  done  as  tranfcendent  worthy  adtions,  as  any  man  that 
(hone  in  fuch  a  fphere. 

And  it  may  be  alfo  prefiimed,  that  the  advices  he  re- 
ceived from  time  to  time  from  the  Lord  Bacon,  as  well 
as  from  the  King,  who  was  both  willing  and  able  to  give 
them,  nlight  reftr&in  that  young  Nobleman  from  fome 
excefles  which  the  vigor  of  his  parts  and  perfon,  as  well 
as  the  indulgence  of  the  age  and  times,  might  prompt 
him  to  commit. 

Yet  it  cknncJt  be  denied,  but  that  there  was  one  part  of 
"die  Lord  Keeper's  advice,  though  reprefented  to  the  King 
and  the  Eari,  with  all  the  reafons  and  arguments  his 
elegant  pen  could  exprefs,   fo  far  from  being  well  re<- 
ceived,  thait  it  was  ill  refented.     It  concerned  indeed  a 
tender  fabjett,   the  obftru&ing  of  Sir  John  Villiers  his 
match  With  a  beautiful  young  Lady,   daughter  of  Sir 
Edward  Coke  by  the  Lady  Ratton,  who  having  been  late- 
ly Chief  Juftice  of  the  Kings  Bench,  but  then  in  difgrace, 
did  hope  thereby  to  recover  the  King's  favour.     An  ac- 
count of  this  is  given  in  the  Introdudion  to  the  Letters 
and  Memoirs  publiflied  in  the  year  1702,  and  in  thefe 
Letters,  where  it  will  appear,  that  the  paflion  of  the  lo- 
vers, and  the  fortune  of  the  young  Lady,  had  too  much 
weight  not  to  prevail;  and  drew  down  the  difpleafure  of 
the  King,  as  well  as  the  favourite,  upon  the  Lord  Keeper 
to  that  degree,  that  upon  their  return  out  of  Scotland, 
his  Lordfhip  and  fome  other  of  the  Council  were  repri- 

d  manded, 
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manded,  and  he  at  laft  preferved  by  the  Earl's  inter- 
ceffion,  upon  which  he  writ  him  a  remarkable  Letter  of 
thanks,  wjiich  was  firfl  printed  in  the  aforefaid  Collecti- 
on NT0  104,  and  is  reprinted  in  this. 

From  this  time,  the  Lord  Keeper  fo  intended  the  King's 
fervice,  that  he  rofe  in  favour  and  honours  -,  his  Majefty 
making  him  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England,  creating 
him  Baron  of  Verulam,  once  a  Roman  Town,  near  his 
Seat  of  Gorhambury,  and  a  little  before  the  feflion  of  the 
next  Parliament  in  January  1624,  Vifcount  of  St.  Al- 
bans. 

Whilft  he  prefided  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
in  the  Star-Chamber,  a  Court  eminent  in  thofe  days  for 
punifhing  great  offenders,  there  were  fome  confiderable 
Caufes  brought  to  a  hearing  by  the  King's  Attorney  ge- 
neral, and  one  againft  the  Attorney  himfelf  1  of  which  a 
pretty  large  account  is  given  in  the  aforefaid  Introducti- 
on, in  the  Notes,  and  fome  account  in  the  following  Let- 
ters, and  that  they  may  be  the  better  underftood,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  mention  them  briefly  in  this  place. 

The  firft  caufe  arofe  upon  an  information  exhibited  in 
the  year  16 18,  againft  Sir  Thomas  Lake,  one  of  the  King's 
Secretaries  of  State,  his  Lady,  fon,  and  daughter  the  Lady 
Roos,  for  being  concerned  in  notorioufly  defaming  the  La- 
dy Exeter,  for  which  they  were  feverely  fined  to  the  King, 
with  damages  to  the  Lady,  and  Imprifonment  in  the 
Tower.  Sir  Thomas,  whom  the  King  and  others  thought 
to  be  the  leaft  guilty,  fubmitted  himfelf  to  his  Majefty, 
who  pitied  his  misfortunes,  and  gave  a  great  chara&er  of 
his  abilities,  but  never  admitted  him  into  any  place  of 
truft  or  profit., 

In 
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Charged  ifVomili^filfia,  khd  in  the}  next  his  Lordfhip,  his^ 
Lady,  and  Sir  "John  Bihgley  were  cenf&red  for  taking  of 
bribes,  and  defrauding  his  Majefty:  but  upon  the  Earl's 
fubmiflion,  the  fine  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  was  redu- 
ced to  feven  thoufand. 

But  that  which  moft  pleafed  the  King  and  his  Mini- 
fters,  was  the  difcovery  which  was  made  in  the  year  1 6 1 8, 
of  the  exportation  of  vaft  quantities  of  Gold  and  Stiver, 
which  had  been  made  for  fome  years,  by  a  great  number, 
of  Dutch  Merchants.  Upon  the  confeffion  of  fome  of 
them,  they  were  profecuted,  ore  tenus,  and  others  by  In- 
formation,  and  all  of  them  convi&ed,  and  very  confide- 
rable  fines  impofed  on  the  greateft  offenders,  but  much 
reduced  by  the  mediation  of  the  Dutch  AmbafTador  and 
the  States.  And  in  the  profecution  of  this  caufe,  which 
was  of  moment  and  difficulty,  the  Chancellor's  care  and 
diligence  appeared,  and  were  much  commended  by  the 
King. 

Sir  Henry  Telverton,  the  King's  Attorney  General,  was 
in  June  1620,  fequeftred  from  his  place,  for  paffing 
fome  claufes  in  a  late  Charter  granted  to  the  City  of  Lon-. 
don,  not  agreeable  to  his  Majefty's  Warrant,  and  deroga- 
tory, as  was  faid,  to  his  honour  and  profit.  He  was  ac- 
quitted of  all  corruption,  but  condemned  and  fined 
(though  the  Charter  was  given  up)  for  credulity  or  neg- 
left:  After  his  releafe  from  the  Tower,  he  became  a  pra- 
Aifer  again  at  the  Bar,  and  in  1625,  was  preferred  to  be 
a  Judge;  dying  in  January  1629.  A  cotemporary  Law- 
yer gave  him  this  character,  "  That  he  was  a  Man  of 
"  profound  knowledge  in  the  Common  Laws,  and  inge- 

d  2  "  nious 


3g5  An  Account  oftfa 

«  nious  and  eloquent  ia  expreffipnj  for  his  lifek  Qfgfflat 
"  integrity  and  piety,  and  at  his  death  univerfajly  be* 
<c  wailed, 

The  next  qaufe  to  be  here  mentioned,  concerned  th& 
Chancellor  himfelf ;  occafioned  by  a  libellous  petition  to 
the  King,  written  by  one  Mr.  Wrenbam,  againft  whom 
the  Chancellor  had  made  a  decree :  in  which  libel,  die 
Chief  Juftice  Hobart,  in  his  Reports,  faith,  that  he  had. 
done  his  Lordfhip  much  and  great  wrong ;  and  c?f  that 
opinion  were  all  the  other  Lords. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court,  in  this  caufe,  were  fair- 
ly written,  and  prefented  to  the  Chancellor,  and  copies, 
have  been  taken  of  it,  and  lately  printed.  It  had  been 
happy  for  his  Lordihip,  if  he  could  have  as  well  defend-, 
ed  himfelf  from  future  accufations  of  the  fame  kind,  in* 
a  fuperiour  court,  the  fucceeding  Parliament. 

In  thofe  aflemblies>  his  Lordfhip  had  appeared  with, 
luftre ;  to  the  convening  of  them  he  had  frequently  ad-*, 
vifed  the  King,  as  car  do  rerum,  Gf  fumma  fummarum;  as 
the  fovereign  remedy  for  his  Majefty's  neceflities,  and  the 
nation's  grievances. 

But  at  this  time,  the  voice  of  the  people,  as  well  as 
occafions  of  the  King  and  his  family,  called  loudly  for  a 
Parliament:  his  Majefty's  fon-in-law,  the.  Eleftor  Palo* 
tine  of  the  Rhine,  by  his  accepting  the  Crown  of  Bahe* 
mia,  was  diverted  not  only  of  that,  but  of  his  own  Prin- 
cipality and  territories.  So  that  the  King,  though  he  ne-* 
yer  approved  of  the  Prince's  ele&ion,  yet  he  thought  him*, 
felf  obliged  to  fee  that  Palatinate  reftored  to  tlje  Prince, 
the  PrincejTs,  and  their  children.  The  Chancellor  prepared 
the  draught  of  a  Proclamation  fou  calling  a  Parliament, 

-  fetting 
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oomfipn  si  convcaihg  them  afrtibat  tirpcrbuDthoi-Km^ 

thought  too  many  of  the  reafons  were  divulged,  which 

/feould  rather  be  referred  till  the  opening  of  the  Seffion; 

and  therefore  contra£ted  and  published  the  Proclamation 

the  6tb  of  November-  ibzoz  bud  the  meeting  was  put 

ofiv  by  x  further  Proclamation  (the  draught  of  which 

the  King  much  commended)  to  the  30A&  of  jfanu- 

arf  following ;    and  then  the  Chancellor  opened  the  ' 

Seffion  with  a  ftiort  fpeech,  and:  the  King  enlarged- upon 

it  ■:'      ""    -  "      ''  •*  ■■•"■■ 

it  could  not  be  thought*  but  that  after  &  mafy  pro* 
y&s  for  money,  and  exa&ions  on  the  ibbje&*  during  the 
interval*  of  Parliament,  there  would  be  many  com- 
plaints exhibited  in  this.  But  the  Commons  went  for- 
thcr,  and  fbqn  appointed  a  Committer,  *&  enquire  into 
the  abufts  of  the  courts  of  juftice;  and  upon  the  id^tb 
and  15/&  of  Marshy  the  Lord  Chancellor  hirnfelf  was 
accufed  foe  taking  of  bribes*  in  caufes  which  had  de- 
pended before  him;  of  which  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
bam  was  informed,  by  letters  of  the  fame  date,  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Calvert  and  Sir  Lionel  Cranficld^  both 
numbers  of  the  Houfe. 

Seiyerpi  Gentlemen  of  reputation,  and'  of  ©he  Lav?, 
fpoke  in  his  Lordfhip'$  behalf;  as  did  Sir  Edward  Sack~ 
w//r,  his  great  friend:,  and  when  Sir  Robert  Bhelifa  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  made  his  report,  he  made 
it  witk  great  tendernefe,  becaufe  it  concerned  the  Ho- 
nour of  a  great  Man*,  fp  endued  with  all  parts,  both  of 
Art  and  Nature,  that' he  would  fay  no;  more  of  him, 
being  not  able  to  lay  enoqgh.   Thq  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
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bem*  mzafmct  to  Sir Umd CrtmjuU,  exprefles  his  lar~ 
priae  jDdcnBBB,  jt  what  had  pried  in  theHoufe;  was 
pad  the  King  s  honour  was  not  touched;  and  hdped  that- 
Cod,  wba  had  giren  the  Chancellor  many  other  great 
pzs^  hai  ptcfciiud  Urn  from  bang  guilty  of  the  crimes 
dzarzpi  upaa  him  :   however  his  Majefty  hoped  the 
CVmnvrH  weald  waive  their  Application  to  the  Lords, 
ami  fere  oc  canie  to  die  King,  who  could  and  would 
d:  jirfrvc  pimiia     And  die  Lord  Clarendon,  Mr.  Hake- 
Dc  Hejai,  zad  others  look  upon  the  King  as  ill- 
ar  crag  up  this  Minifter,  to  the  profecution  of 
Cwbote  i  who  infifted  upon  it,    as  warranted 
m  ibmer  precedents.    Yet  in  favour,  as  was  thought, 
to  the  Chancellor,  the  Scfikms  was  difcontinued  for  fome 
cok;    hoc  upon  the  re-affcmbling  of  the  Parliament, 
fluxe  •pr»i^tinnft  againft  him  were  brought,  and  an  im- 
peachasxt  or  charge,  confuting  of  feveral  articles,  pre- 
fatcti  othe  Lords  againft  him.    Some  of  them  he  de- 
nied* others  he  extenuated,  and  fome  he  confefled  in  fiich 
4  manner,  that  the  Houfe  was  fatisfied  with  his  Peti- 
tion and  Declarative  printed  corredUy  in  the  aforefaid 
Memoircs;  and  then,  his  Lordfliip  refigning  the  Great 
Seal  on  the  zJ  of  Mar  162 1;    the  Lords,  the  next 
day*  by  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  Chief  Juflice,    their 
Speaker  pn  temper^  pronounced  the  following  fentence, 
in  hb  Lordihips  abfence  on  account  of  ficknefs.     "  That 
"  the  Vticount  St.  Albany  Lord  Chancellor  of  England, 
-  thill  undergo  a  fine  or  ranfome  of  forty  thoufand 
^  pounds:  that  he  fhall  be  imprifoned  in  the  "Tower, 
"  during   the  King's  pleafure:  that  he  (hall  for  ever 
"  be  incapable  of  any  cilice,  place  or  employment  in 
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u  the  State  or  Commonwealth:  that  he  fbaAl  never/fit 
"  in  Parliament*  or  come  within  the  vergeirf  the  Court " 
And  upon  the  Lords  giving' the  like  judgnierit  againfi:  the 
Lord  Tr&tfurtt  MfdJtJexp  about  .three  ^yeast- after,  the 
Lord  Clarendon  takes  notice,,  that  the  ckufe  for  his  LorcU 
fhip's  never  fitting  in  Parliament,  during  life*  is  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  is  never  before  found  in  any  judgment  of 
Parliament,  and  in  truth  not  to  be  inflifted  on  any  Peer, 
but  by  attainder.. 

It  is  true>  that  the  Prince  and  the  Marquw  of  Buck- 
ingham endeavoured. tor  mitigate  the  fentence*  and  feme 
of  the  Lords  excufed  their  feverity  therein,  by  iky- 
ing, they  knew  they  left  the  Lord  Su  Alban  in  gobd 
hands;  and  it  migjit  b^e  prefomed,  that  the  King,  who 
(as  his  Lordihip  writes)  had  fhed  tears  upon  die  news  of 
his  being  accufed>  would  be  indulgent  and  beneficent  to 
him  upon  his  fentencc 

His  Lordfliip  alfo  obferves,  that  his  offences  were  w- 
tia  temforii  as  well  as  bominis;  and  that  few  of  none 
of  the  particular  charges,  were  lefs  than  two  years  old* 
fo  that  he  hoped  the  Lords  found  him  in  a  date  of  grace 
and  amendment  i  and  to  the  King,  he  declares  he  was  a 
virgin. 

In  the  laft  article  of  the  charge,,  it  is  alledged,  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  had  given  way  to  great  exactions  by  his 
fervants;  and  he  confefles,  that  it  was  a  great  fault  and 
neglect  in  him„  that  he  looked  no  better  to  them.  Mr.. 
Rujhwortb  writes,  that  he  was  ever  indulgent  to  themr 
and  connived  at  their  takings,  and  their  ways  betrayed 
him  to  that  error.  That  the  gifts  taken,  were  mod  for 
interlocutory  orders.  That  his  decrees  however  were  made 

witk 
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tlnjudr3a8  ihad  been  obferved  by  perfons  learned  in  the 
brfar, 

t  After  a  fhort  confinement  in  die  tfoiver,  his  Lordfhip 
kin  little  time  applied  to  the  King  and  Marquis  of  >i?^£- 
ihgbato,  For  :accxfs  to  his  Majefty,  which  he  obtained ; 
but  being  by  the  feritehce  neftrained  from  coining  within 
the  verge  of  the  Court,  the  King  difj>enfed  with  the  fame 
for  fome  time,  to  the  end  that  he  might  take  cart  of  his 
hftalih,  aftd  the  prurient  of  his  debts;  and  trpon  the 
probation  ^f  the  Pafl&hfcnt  in  Tdme  heat,  "the  ^ing 
W#  jifckfed  ?o  eonfUlt  with  Ms  LdrdfhUp,  'how  arid  in 
totaa  iftatther  to  Wotefeed  In  reforming  Ate  Cottfts  of 
Jdftice,  tail  *fcb  otfer  ^rigvindes  the  Commons  had  fctefcn 
ttcjttiitfhg  -ih^r^pofeHffti&i^is  feordflifj)  Writ  difcf  Me- 
morial which  is  printtft;4n-fteis  c<tfle<Sldft:  and  itfter- 
wards  the  King  permitted  him,  by  Hcence  dated  the  iyb 
d£  September  r6ai,  to  ^yy^^kyobnFaugbaf^ij^fe 
UParfon's  Green,  and  at  London,  for  fee  weeks ;  and 
then  fae  retired  by  the  "King's  command,  to  his  own  houfe 
at  Gorhambury,  and  there  devoted  himfeff  to  his  ftudies 
and  contemplations;  which,  however  fitted  for  an  adtive 
life,  he  had  always  loved:  and  as  he  had  in  the  year 
162O,  prefented  to  the  King  an  acceptable  book,  intitu- 
led, Novttm  Organum,  fo  in  the  few  remaining  years  of 
his  life,  he  Shewed  how  well  and  profitably  he  could 
(pend  his  time  in  retirement  In  the  greateft  part  of 
which  time,  he  found  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  his  con- 
ftant  friend;  and  fo  he  ftiles  him  in  his  laft  Will,  mack 
but  a  few  months  before  his  death.  The  difpleafure  the 
Duke  expreffed  towards  his  Lordfhip  fome  time  after  his 
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fcntcncc,  for  not  gratifying  him  with  his  leafe  or  intereft 
to  Torh-Houfe,  being  foon  pacified,  and  the  houfe  after- 
wards obtained  by  the  King,  from  whom  it  pafled  to  the 
Duke. 

Qn  the  20tb  of  September  162,1,  his  Majefly  figne^l  a 
warrant  to  Sir  Thomas  Qovtntry  his  Attorney  General  to 
prepare  an  affignment  of  the  parliamentary  'fine,  to  fucn 
perfons  a^  bis  LorcUhip  fliould  name.  And  on  the  \2tb0f 
O&ober  following,  fends  the  Attorney  ji  warrant  to  draw 
up  a  Book  for  a  Pardon  of  the  Lord  St.  Alban>  either  after 
the  form  of  a  Coronation  Pardon,  or  of  fuch  as  was  Jate- 
)y  &%*#*&  to  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  (with  an  exception  ne- 
verthelefs  of  die  fentence  given  in  the  high  Court  of 
Parliament)  which  the  Lord  Keeper  Williams  feems  to 
oppofe,  yuth  a  little  vnmony,  ana, the  Attorney  Coven- 
/rv  with  all  civility,  fearing  the  pardon  was  in  too  gene- 
ral  words,  otherwife  he  writes  he  was  willing  to  per- 
form all  good  fervices  to  his  Lprdfliip,  wjiofe  downf^l  he 
had  often  pitied. 

The  payments  his  Lordfhip  had  made  £nd  was  to  make 


JGhg/for  J™ 
migjit  fooner  ^vre  ot'  i 
been  much  exraulted 
not  well  foppjieci  oy  reafon  of*  his  (lliagreement  widiius 
'Parliatoe^t§f.  However,  a?  the  ^ente^qThis  Lordflups 
landfc,  and  profits  of /offices  were  coofiderabfe  3  io  the 
pennon  or.wraiYe  hundred  pounds  a  year  from  the 
though 
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-2*  rrsri  TCTirrT  rrar  jl  2s«3I  he  gpves  fevcral  confix 
mr\r  rpirn  iz  2sb  ~rrr*c&i  »  his  krvants,  and  chari- 
-g:  ia*i  icres  :fsc  des  wEE  be  zn  over-phis  after  his 
iesc  sr.  fesr  x  Vrrire  caix  be  founded  in  each  of 
ac  ITzii^iccs  ir  ratzral  Palztipbt  and  the  Sciences* 
2i  =c  rT-.-u..a-cg  of  which,  he  intreats  the  Duke  of 
3uci^tz^»au  is  Overticrr  c£  his  will,  and  his  Executors, 
x  „:;mliiir  wia  he  had  been;  fi>  that  by  their  good  care, 
is  jeed  Trhrir  cii^rc  caecr  that  good  work. 

Yez  2ris  Essences  Hirrlrnrng  to  a<2;  adminiftration,  with 
ce  will  i^t>h^p^1  was  committed  to  Sir  Robert  Rich  and 
Mr.  frs/awx  A£us?vjv  two  of  his  Creditors:  who  about 
exce  ^ears  aikrwards  ma*$e  a  diftribotion  of  his  effetfts,. 
which  prohablr  if  his  Executors  had  aded,  might  have 
beax  more  go  the  bqiefTt  of  the  Creditors  and  Lega- 
tse&. 

It  &  trae>  though  it  be  known  to  few  perfoas,  that 
when  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  went  into  Spain,  the 
Lord  Sc  j£S<pts  affairs  were  at  fb  low  an  ebb,  that  up- 
on the  death  of  Mr.  Murray ',  he  follicited  the  King,  by 
Secretary  Caxvraj,  to  be  made  Provoft  of  Eaton  College. 
where  ix&ked  he  would  have  enjoyed  a  pleafanc  retreat, 
ia  the  tLvkcr  of  learned  men.  To  which  the  Secretary 
icjtwwjd  by  a  letter  of  the  2  ijt  of  March  1623,  that  the 
Kis$  ccttld  nor  value  his  Lordfhip  fo  little,  or  conceive 
Out  he  limited  his  defires  fo  Iow$  in  which  however 
he  ihottld  have  been  gratified,  had  not  the  King  been 
engaged  by  the  Lord  Marquis*  for  Sir  William  Becker 
his  Agent  in  France^  The  Place  hawever  was  foon  after 
obtained  by  Sir  Hairy  Wottmy  who  had  been  his  Maje- 
sty's 
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fty's  Embaflador  in  fevcral  Courts,  and  that  by  an  honeft 
artifice,  as  Mr,  Walton  writes,  in  his  account  of  Sir  Hen- 
rys life. 

The  firft,  or  at  leaft  the  chiefeft  work  his  Lordfhip 
compofed  after  his  retirement,  was  his  Hijiory  of  the 
Reign  of  King  Henry  VII.  which  he  dedicated  to  the 
Prince,  and  printed  it  fairly  in  Folio  1622.  Sir  Fulke 
Greville,  who  had  been  created  Lord  Brooke,  and  was 
lately  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  defiring  him  to  get 
good  paper  and  ink  to  print  it  with,  the  work  being 
excellent:  and  fo  it  hath  been  efteemed  by  Mr,  Selden, 
and  the  beft  judges  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

As  the  Lord  St.  Alb  an  had  often  refented  that  part  of 
his  fentence,  which  debarred  his  accefs  to  his  Majefty* 
fo  when  the  times  began  to  be  adtive,  and  the  Prince 
and  Earl  of  Buckingham  were,  in  Spain,  he  writ  to  the 
Earl,  that  he  never  more  lamented  his  misfortunes,  than 
at  that  time,  when  he  thought  he  could  effectually  ferve 
both  hisMajefty  and  himfelf,  if  they  pleafed:  and  as  he 
writ  feveral  letters  to  the  Duke,  and  fome  of  them  of 
advice,  fo  he  received  as  gracious  anfwers  to  them  from 
Madrid.  And  how  acceptable  the  prefent  of  his  book 
of  the  Advancement  of  Learning,  then  lately  published 
in  Latin,  was  to  his  Grace  upon  his  return  from  Spain, 
will  appear  by  Duke's  letter  of  thanks,  dated  the  ijtb 
of  Oftober  1623,  and  inferted  in  this  collection. 

Upon  the  Prince's  return  into  England,  the  Parliament 
highly  approved  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  conduit 
in  Spain  •,  and  as  the  people  of  England  had  been  gene- 
rally averfe  to  the  Spanijh  match,  they  were  fo  pleafed 
with  the  delays  and  difficulties  that  had  arifcn,  that  the 

*  d  2  '  Parli- 
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Parliament  prefled  the  Ring  to  enter  into  a  War  witft 
that  nation,  in  hopes  thereby  to  oblige  the  hoiife  of  Au- 
ftria  to  a  reftitution  of  the  Palatinate,  as  well  as  to 
break  1the  match.  In  that  feafon  the  Lord  St.  Alban  laid 
afide  the  civil  charadter,  which  he  had  Ibnig  born,  and 
compofed  a  treatife  intituled,  CoHfi  derations  of  a  Wthr 
with  Spkin,  which  he  ^pireferited  to  the  Prinde  of  Writes*, 
and  afterwards  \o  the  Qu&ft  of  Bohemia,  Who  ftad  fuf- 
fered  To  much  by  the  Sp'anijh  aftd  German  armies ;  wiiich 
treatife  Dr.  Kawley  pufclifhed,  with  fortne  other  of  his 
Lordfhip's  mifcellaneoiis  ffads,  in  1629'.  His  heads 'for  a 
fpeech  in  Parliament,  to  be  rnade  on  the  fame  6ccafi6n,  by 
Sir  E'dwar'd  Sackville,  afterwards  Earl  of  Dorfet,  and 
which  is  a  fort  of  abridgment  of  the  other,  were  Aever 
printed  tiH  now. 

In  the  laft  year  of  King  James  s  life,  His  Lbrd- 
fhip  revifed  and  enlarged  his  Effays  both  in  number  arifl 
weight,  which  he  obfervecl  of  all  his  works  had  been 
moft  current,  lascoWlfog  home  to  mens  bufiriefs  and  b<>- 
fdmes.  Afpecithen  thereof  he  had  givtn  to  the  wdrld, 
in  the  year  1^597,  iftd  dedicated  them  to  his  only  bfo- 
thef,  Mr/ Ant 'bbriy  Bacon  5  and  in  the  ^ear  16 12,  he  re- 
Viewed  'and  enlafgecl  them,  with  a  dedication  defigned  to 
Prince  Henry,  (now  firft  printed)  but  upon  the  Prince's 
death  fee  ihfefibed  them  to  his  brother-in-law,  Six  John 
Con/table.  iTlielaft  edition  of  1625,  was  committed  to 
the'patroiiage  of  "his  faithful  friend,  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
rhghath,  and  rendered  into" Latin:  as  the  former  had  been 
into  It ali]an  by  Mr. 'Tobie  Matthew;  and  into  French,  by 
the  Maquis  D'Ejfiat,  the  French  Ambaflador;  who, 
lipoWhis' firft  vifit  to  the  Lord  St.  Alban,  compared  his 
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Lttrdfhip  to  the  Artgels,  of  whom  he  had  heard  and  read 
ihu'ch,  but  never  fccn  thetn.  To  which  hisLordfhip  repli- 
ed, that  if  the  charity  of  others  compared  him  to  an  An- 
$6l,  his  oWn  infirmities  told  him  he  was  a  Man;  and  then 
the  Marquis  contra&ed  filch  a  Friendship  with  him,  that 
he  converted  with  him  hy  letters,  and  defired  and  ob- 
terrtfeA  his  pidtire  to  carry  to  France.  But  in  the 
tranQatitin  of  this  work,  he  and  Mr.  Matthew  both  play- 
ed thfe  tnqtrifitors,  leaving  out  what  they  thought  might 
te  oflferiftVe  to  the  rigid  R&man  Catboticks. 

1fti6iigh  befclre  the  Death  of  King  James,  his  Lord- 
Ht\p*s  fortunes  *began  to  refpire ;  yet  it  appears,  that  up- 
tfn  the  acceffion  of  the  Prince  to  the  Crown,  he  pre- 
feftted  liis  duty  to  the  itew  King  by  his  letters,  and  made 
his  sf fJplicatioh  to  the  Duke,  Lord  Treafurer  and  others, 
btlt  Chiefly,  ks  is  conceived,  for  the  arrears  of  his  pen- 
'fion  aricl  'fome  profits  of  his  offices ;  which,  as  the  times 
'then  itfStit,  Were  probably  ill  arifwered  and  paid:  but  as 
lie  enjoyed  the  poffeffion  of  his  pleafant  feat  and  eftate 
it  and  near •  Gorhambury,  and  by  his  laftWill  calculated 
how  his  debts  and  confiderable : legacies  fhould  be  paid; 
'it  can  never  be  thought,  as  is  obferted  before,  that  he 
lived  or  died  in  fuch  neceffities,  as  it  has  been  reprefented 
he -did  by  Ibme  authors,  and  upon  their  authority,  pro- 
'plg&ted'by  dthefs  of  better*  reputation. 

Havittg  Aifficiently  eftablifhed  the  fame  of  his  learn- 
ing and  abilities,  by  his  writings  published  by  him- 
felf ;  he  committed  by  his  will,  feveral  of  his  Latin  and 
'philofophical  compofitions  to  the  care  of  Sir  William 
Bofwel,  his  Majefty's  Agent  in  Holland;  where  they  were 
aftefwards  piiblittied  by  Gruter :  his  orations  and  letters 

to 


xxx  An  Account  of  the 

to  Sir  Humphrey  May,  Chancellor  of  the  Dutchy,  and 
the  Bifhop  of  Lincolne,  (who  had  been  his  fucceffor  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  acknowledged  the  honour  of 
that  trufl)  the  letters  to  be  preferred,  but  not  to  be  divul- 
ged, as  trenching  too  much  on  perfons  and  matters  of 
State.  Mod  of  his  orations  were  prefented  to  the  world 
by  his  faithful  Chaplain  Dr.  Rawley,  in  1657,  together 
with  feveral  of  his  letters;  but  thofe  relating  to  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  Lord  and  Lady  Somerfet,  for  being  con- 
cerned in  the  poifoning  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury,  were 
probably  fupprefled,  in  refpedt  to  a  noble  family  that  de- 
fended from  that  marriage.  The  Do&or  was  induced 
to  the  publication  of  fome  of  thofe  letters  and  tra&s,  by 
the  fpurious  edition  of  many  of  them,  without  coherence 
of  matter,  or  order  of  time  :  but  the  reafons  that  obliged 
him  to  conceal  all  the  letters  written  whilft  his  Lordfhip 
carried  the  great  Seal,  do  not  appear.  It  is  probable  thofe 
which  were  written  after  it  was  taken  from  him,  .yrere 
paffed  over  for  the  fame  reafons,  which  made  him  take 
little  or  no  notice  of  his  difgrace,  in  the  life  of  his  Lord- 
fhip, which  he  prefixed  to  the  Refufcitatio  j  hoping  that 
the  difaftrous  period  of  his  life  might  in  time  be  forgot. 
But  it  is  well  known  upon  what  occafion  the  proceed- 
ings and  fentence  againft  him  have  been  revived  and  pub- 
lifhedj  and  yet  pofterity  hath  been  fo  kind  to  his  Lord- 
fhip's  memory,  as  to  look  upon  his  offence,  as  a  little 
pifture  of  night-work,  amongfi  the  other  excellent  tables 
of  his  a5ls  and  works. 

Hi6  Lordihip  had  happily  efcaped  the  plague  which 
infefted  the  Summer  of  1625;  and  with  fome  difficulty 
being  of  a  tender  and  weak  conflitution,  paffed  the  fe- 

were 
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vere  winter  which  followed;  but  going  in  the  fpring  to 
make  fome  experiment  in  natural  philofophy,  he  was  ta- 
ken fo  ill,  that  he  was  obliged  to  flay  at  the  Earl  of  A- 
rundelfs  houfe  at  Highgate  about  a  week,  and  there  he 
expired  on  the  gtb  of  April  1626,  being  Eajler-day>  and 
was  privately  buried  in  the  Chancel  of  St.  MicbaePs 
Church,  within  the  precindts  of  Old  Verulam>  in  which 
place  the  Cbriftian  Faith  had  been  preached  by  St.  Ger- 
man and  profefled  by  St.  Albany  accounted  the  Proto- 
Martyr  of  Britain. 

In  the  Chancel  of  that  Church,  his  faithful  friend  and 
fervant  Sir  Thomas  Meautys,  caufed  a  neat  monument  of 
white  marble  to  be  eredted,  with  hisLordfhip's  effigies  fit- 
ting in  a  cbntemplativc  pofture,  with  the  following  Epi- 
taph compofed  by  Sir  Henry  Wotton\  where  Sir  Thomas 
was  interred  himfelf,  about  twenty  years  after;  of  whom 
his  Lordfliip  writing  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  fays, 
that  it  was  his  happinefs  in  his  adverfity,  to  have  a 
lood  ftrvant>  as  well  as  a  good  friend  and  a  good  ma- 
iler. 


FRAN- 


xxKii  An  Account  of  the 


FRANCISCUS  BACON,  B*ro  die  V«H»tM£ 
--■••--.  8  Albani  Ykccomes:    - 

>'*  feu 

Notioribus  titulis 
Scientkrum  lumen,  facundiae  Ick; 
/  Sicfedcbafc 

11  •■-   Qmipoftquam  omnia  naturalis  fapientiae, 
■  •  •  Et  civilis  arcana  evolviflet, 
-  Naturae  decretum  explevit : 
Compoficst  iblyantur, 
Anao  Oom.  M^CXXyJ- 
iEtatis  LXVI.    .:< 
:T«nti  viri  memoriae,  Thomas  Meatus,  fiipccftitis/Oikpr, 

Befun&i  admiratbr.    ' 

\;:     H.  P.    ■■'         '      'x\    • 

>  *Pfris  *menmnent  *hath  been  Jecbwl  by  the  writable 
'hand  of  Mr.  'Hollar  y  and  ftnce  engraven  by  the  celebs- 
ted  artift,  Mr.  Vertuey  who  hath  alfo  reprefented  his  Loni- 
fhip  m  a  curious  Print,  taken  from  the  original  PiBure, 
now  at  Gorbambury  in  Hertfordfhirey  which  had  been 
<  his  Lordfliip's  feat,  from  the  death  of  his  brother,  Mr. 
Anthony  Bacon. 

As  to  the  endowments  of  his  mind,  all  that  need  to 
be  now  faid  is,  that  his  natural  and  acquired  abilities 
were  admired  by  thofe  that  knew  him j  and  his  writings 
have  commended  them  to  future  ages.  His  beneficence 
to  mankind  appears  by  his  works,  as  well  as  by  his 
companion  to  the  unfortunate,  that  fell  under  his  pro- 
secution. 

As 
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As  to  his  Religion,  his  Chaplain  Dr.  Raivley  gives  a 
large  testimony ;  and  a  greater  than  the  Dodor's  may  be 
every  where  found  in  his  writings.  But  that  qualifica- 
tion is  the  rather  mentioned  in  this  place,  to  {hew  the 
improbability  of  a  calumny  lately  ^divulged ;  that  a  re- 
ligious Gentleman,  of  a  fickly  conftitution,  whofe  time 
had  been  employed  in  ftudying,  pra&ifing,  and  governing 
the  common  law y  in  fearching  into  the  depths  and  myfte- 
ries  of  ftate  and  philosophy;  fhould  be  guilty  or  thought 
guilty  of  a  crime  rarely  known  to  the  nation.  Nor  do  I  re- 
member it  mentioned  by  any  Hiftorian  but  Wiljbn\  who 
writes,  that  his  indulgence  to  his  Servants,  and  his  fami- 
liarity  with  them,  opened  a  gap  to  infamous  reports > 
but  he  thereupon  adds,  that  innocence  it  felf  is  a  crime, 
when  calumny  fets  her  mark  upon  it. 

It  appears  before,  that  he  was  accufed  of  being  too  in- 
dulgent to  his  Servants;  and  his  Lordfhip  does  confefc, 
and  Dr.  Rowley^  and  Mr.  Bujhel>  who  was  one  of  them, 
infinuate  >  that  fome  of  them  had  abufed  his  good  na- 
ture. But  that  he  fhould  have  abufed  himfelf  or  any 
of  them,  in  the  manner  that  has  been  reprefented  by  a 
Gentleman  who  was  very  young  when  his  Lordfhip  was 
oenfured,  and  likely  to  believe  any  bafc  (lories  of  the 
iervants  of  Kings,  as  well  as  of  Kings  themfelves,  is  no 
more  to  be  credited,  than  the  like  defamation  of  Virgil^ 
a  mod  chaft  poet.  Now  that  a  perfon  in  a  mature  age,  a 
Scholar  and  antiquary,  fhould  officioufly,  and  upon  no 
better  authority,  publifh  Such  a  ftory  of  a  Nobleman  long 
at  reft,  who  had  been  adorned  with  learning,  as  well  as 
tides,  would  have  been  much  more  admired ;  had  not  the 

e  very    - 
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vfrf*&me  perfon,  in  the  fame  .book,  takeii  the  liberty  to 
print  a  letter  detrafting  from  the  chaftity  ?of -King 
dta^lC1'^  '4ii?de'Mwedifchm^  enerrfies. 

BUt*  ft 'fc^hbught *)&*  the  pBbiifher-has  thereby  rcfldift-: 
ed  rflOrfc  fcpoii  his  own  discretion,  than  on  the  memory 
df  fhat*Rlrt&;  to  of  die  Lord  Amva  /  •  i , 
ttJflW^W  h$84i)ifd(hip/ibeefi^  vfcA  treWod  i by  Monfieur 
.RipAfr'Jlfiffinft^si  Vfhty, ;»iftfcr  be/has  comnx»ded  his 
gi&t*fcbft*ti&,'iiind  declared  that  he  was  a  very  great  ge- 
nltti,  and'  one'of  the  moft  learned  men  in  Europe-,  is 
pteafed*  -fitomWeidiri*  iibelojv  the  Court  of  King  James% 
t^fcftitiirf^hMffHateryfto^  (Jw*  King,!  •  that  fei^Lordfljip 
i#&  a.  ferviie  fytatterfer  ofi  Hhpfe  iri  ^voury  e^ceedij^g  h^mgh- 
ty: 'While  fortunfefeiiled^  futynUBv«k  and  fawning  when 

fll^frowrcieSGL''''    >-*V*    .uv-    \.;'     •; 

As  to  flattery  it  may  be  anfwered^thgt  4pme  pep- 
pfcctbkc  thfecdwihandf  dewnt  expf«9df9#Sr  <^i>ffuned  ,»/£  d- 
drtA£:t»'ittQgs<i^  b*,flatjtery.r  Wher^e- 

ati  the  liord  Iter**  wrirts  in  his  Ejfay  of  Praife,  that 
fomepraifts  coiftetff  good:  wi{hes  and  refpedts;  which  is 
&  fbrtn  Aid  in  hisality*  to  Kings  and  great  p^rlbns^  Jau* 
\dMdrpracipttey'^cbc\hy  lelliag.  men:wh^  *hey  are, 
tttey  reprefent  to  theftn  what  they  fhould  be.  And  if  his 
*L6rdfhip  were  guilty  of  .excefi  that  way,  it  may  be 
looked  ripon  as  one  cf  the  vices  of  the  age,  which  in- 
fe&ecl  other  great  men  and  writers  of  that  time.  But  the 
<rotinfels  hia  LottWhip  always  gave  the  King,  and  his  fa- 
vourite, wcrfe  the  advices  of  a  fincere  fcf  vant  and  friend, 
and  not  of  a  fycophant:  he  afluring  the  Lord  Bucking- 
bam  m  one  of  his  letters,  that  he  fhould  ever  give  him, 

as 
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as  he  g&Ve  die  King  hte  maftcr*. ;  fefe  cpupfcly  a^  .fuch,  af .. 

time'twould^apprtnre^.ij    /ru:;    afiriu-mh   -ir.iot    ;;    mnn 

fliall  refer  Ithcr  readdr  tof  what}  W4&  ^jH|tte«(4^,  tjie ,^ccpuf)fj 
of  his  Lordfhip's  -life  by  On  jRrt«i%»»;  and  Bsinfe&abo^ 
thirty  years  after  his  deddafe^  ahd/foioottoj^^ip^edi) 
of  4kweVy.v<i  He 'declares^  thatdhip/Iit)?d->vgftm^<e^>ger 
cf^  injurk«P'Wresrov«f  offioQeorbut  pjf.th^'pJftc^xvfiq 
defofoer  of  any  man'  ten  IhfatPifincei  j  rio  ,'infiil.tejl  fifi .Gffejsd^ 
ers :  but  always  tender-hearted  looking  upon  >  the,  jexa^ 
pie  with  the  eye  bf  feVerity,  according  to'thd  duty i^frhi^ 
place;  bbt  upiori  tbepdrfisd;  with  itheH^rlofH  pity,  *nd 
ctia^rtifrjon. ;1  The  Ring  givmgrihim  thisAdftutawy,,  tfeat 
hie'  "eVep. -  deatt  iii  bufrflefs; •  ijubvttus:  daodh4.  id  a:  •  gentle 
manner;  which  was  the  way  that  was  moft;  according 
to'&is'dwnheiVti-'^s'-'/ifiu  y)  v.-.u.  v   r-'tu.ii   :>t  ,-a 

nNik !  flight1  W^lbfettoWfjonrnpffli  ftttnrius&i&nesi  ,ro  Jbe 
tte^chmftdtdioWim^&dnb  AMghtLprjaccfd  from 
rhe;  fcnfc  of  his  faults,  aAdwf  hbwmfoltin,  iwhereb  o- 
thtt^wtre  Tikcto  fofief  J^Uh-Him*  But  that  htfupported 
Wtefclf  Girder  thtfrnas  ^^CSrc/i^tt' aad  a  PtoUofcpher, 
a1^^ fro^^thfc'lia^H  '&n^noblewprks  he  complied 
in[  the"  laft  fWe  ye^rsHof  Hlsiiifbi/  .And  i£  the.  latter  end 
of  flie"  reign  of  King"  Jaw**,  tad,  die  beginning  of  his 
fbn'sVhatf  iVJen  propitious  to  them;  it  may  , be  prefu- 
ine^'ttia^'they^ Would-  not.-  hare  permitted  >  the  ftudies 
of  Ib'gVtiat  4'*tan  to  beinternkptedrby  any  neeefiities, 
nor  riaVe  deprived  the  Parliament  of  his  abilities.  And 
fummdhed1  He  was.  by  writ,  to  tbfe  fecond  Parliament 
held  by  King  Charles  f,  but.  being  thtn^  infirm  and  wea^, 
%-  c  2  he 
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he  died  foon  after  the  Seffion  began;  fo  that  he  never 

fat  therein^  _.j .■_■■  ,  i  '^j\,  *  T 

J   I  (haU  only  add,  that  upon  his  death  feveral  fcholars 
>f  the  Unrverfity  of  Cambridge  compiled  a  monument 
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VOITURE,   edit.   i«6jo.  p.  7J3- 

Of  'A  T  trouvt  parfaitement  beau  tout  ce  que  vous  me 
^J  mandis  de  BACON;  ma  is  ne  vousfcmble-fil  pas 
quf  Horace  qui  difoit 

Vifum  Britannos  hofpitibus  feros, 

feroit  bien  etonni  £  entendre  un  Barbare  difcourir  comme 
cela,  Gf  de*  wir  qu'H  n'y  a  peut-ejtrc  pa*  aujourd9  buy 
un  Romain  qm I  park  Ji  bin  Latin  que  cet  Anglois?  Of 
Juvenal  ne  diroit-ilpas  avec  fdus  de  raifon  que  jamais, 

Nunc  totus  Graias  noftrafque  habct  orbis  Athenas. 


LETTERS 


OF    THE 


Lord  Chancellor  Bacon. 


To  the  rnoft  High  and  Excellent  Prince,  Henry 
Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  Cornwall,  and 
Earl  of  Chefter.  *  "    :  N 

//  may  pleafe  your  Highnejfe, 

HAving  divided  my  life  into  the  contemplative, 
and  adtive  Part,  I  am  defirous  to  give  his  Maje- 
ftie,  and  your  Highnefle,  of  the  Fruits  of  both, 
fimple  though  they  be. 
To  write  juft  Treatifes,  requireth  leiiure  in  the  Wri- 
ter, and  leifure  in  the  Reader,  and  therefore  are  not  fo  fit, 
neither  in  regard  of  your  Highnefles  princely  Affairs,  nor 
in  regard  of  my  continual  Service ;  which  is  the  caufe, 
that  hath  made  me  chufe  to  write  certain  brief  notes,  fet 
down  rather  fignificantly,  then  curioufly,  which  I  have 
called  Eflaies,  The  word  is  late,  but  the  thing  is  antient, 
for  Senecaes  Epiftles  to  Lucilius^  if  you  marke  them  well, 
are  but  Eflaies,  that  is,  difperfed  Meditations,  though 
conveyed  in  the  forme  of  Epiftles.  Thefe  labours  of  mine, 

B         .  I  know, 
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I  know,  cannot  be  worthy  of  your  Highnefle,  for  what 
can  be  worthy  of  you  ?  But  my  hope  is,  they  may  be  as 
graines  of  Salt,  that  will  rather  give  you  an  appetite,  than 
offend  you  with  fatiety.  And  although  they  handle  thofe 
things  wherein  both  mens  lives,  and  their  perfons  are  moil 
converfant ;  yet  what  I  have  attained  I  know  not  -,  but  I 
have  endeavoured  to  make  them  not  Vulgar,  but  of  a  na- 
ture, whereof  a  man  fhall  finde  much  in  Experience,  and 
little  in  Bookes ;  fo  as  they  are  neither  repetitions  nor  fan- 
cies. But  however,  I  fhall  moft  humbly  defire  your  High- 
nefle to  accept  them  in  gracious  part,  and  to  conceive  that 
if  I  cannot  reft,"  but  mull  fhew  my  dutifull  and  devoted 
affe&ion  to  your  Highnefle  in  thefe  things  which  proceed 
from  my  felf,  I  fhall  be  much  more  ready  to  do  it  in  per- 
formance of  any  of  your  princely  commandments.  And  fo 
wifhing  your  Highnefle  all  princely  felicity,  I  reft, 

Tour  Highnejfes  moji 
Humble  Servant, 

Fr.  Bacon. 

.Sir  Francis  Baton,  defign'd  to  haveprenVd  this  EpiflJe  to  his  EJfays,  printed  in 
the  Year  161 2,  but  was  prevented  by  the  Prince's  death ;  yet  it  was  fo  well  liked 
by  Mr.  Matbew,  that  he  inferted  part  of  it  in  his  Dedication  to  the  Duke  of 
T*fcany,  before  his  Tranflation  of  thofe  Efajj,  printed  in  161 8. 

From  the  Original. 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 
SIR, 

TH  e  r  e   is  a  Particular,  wherein  I  think  you  may  do 
yourfelf  honour,  which  as  I  am  informed,    hath 
been  laboured  by  my  Lady  of  ^Bedford,  and  put  in  good 
way  by  the  Bifhop  of  Bathe  and  Welh7  concerning  the  re- 
1  ftoring 


Chancellor  Bacon. 

ftoring  to  preach  of  a  famous  Preacher,  one  Dodtor  Burgejfe> 
who  though  he  hath  been  filenced  a  great  time,  yet  he  hath 
now  made  fuch  a  fubmiflion  touching  his  Conformity,  as 
giveth  fatisfadlion :  It  is  much  defired  alfo  by  Greys-Inne 
(if  he  fhall  be  free  from  the  State)  to  chufe  him  for  their 
Preacher:  And  certainly  it  is  fafer  to  place  him  there, 
than  in  another  Auditory,  becaufe  he  will  be  well  watch- 
ed, if  he  fhould  any  ways  fly  forth  in  his  fermons  be- 
yond duty.  This  may  feem  a  trifle,  but  I  do  aflure  you, 
in  opening  this  Man's  mouth  to  preach,  you  fhall  open  ve- 
ry many  mouths  to  fpeak  honour  of  you ;  and  I  confefs  I 
would  have  a  full  Cry  of  Puritans,  of  Papiftsy  of  all  the 
World  to  fpeak  well  of  you :  And  befides  I  am  perfwaded 
(which  is  above  all  earthly  glory)  you  fhall  do  God  good 
Service  in  it.  I  pray  deal  with  his  Majefty  in  it  I  reft, 
Tour  devoted  arid  bounden  Servant , 

June  13,  1 6 1 6,  Fra.  Bacon. 

From  the  Original.  £ 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 
S  I  R, 

I  Send  you  inclofed  a  warrant  for  my  Lady  of  Somer- 
fet's  Pardon,  reformed  in  that  mayne,  and  material 
poynt,  of  inferring  a  Claufe  [that  fhe  was  not  a  Principal, 
but  an  Acceffary  before  the  Fadt,  by  the  infligation  of 
bafe  perfons.]  Her  Friends  think  long  to  have  it  difpatch- 
ed,  which  I  marvaile  not  at,  for  that  in  matter  of  Life, 
Moments  are  numbred. a 

1  Of  the  Tryal  and  Conviction  of  the  Countefs  of  Somerftt,  for  being  ac- 
ceflary  to  the  murder  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury,  an  account  may  be  feen  in  the 
Introduction  to  Sir  Francis  Bacon's  Letters  and  Memoires  ;  but  the  Lord  High 
Steward,  and  the  Peers,  obferving  that  there  had  been  (atisfa&ion  made  to  Ju- 
ftice,  that  (he  had  been  fedut'd  by  bafe  perfons,  and  that  (he  had  freely  confef- 
fed  her  crime,  interceded  with  the  King  for  her  Pardon. 

B  2  I  do 
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I  da  more  and  more  take  contentment  in  his  Maje&e's 
choice  of  Sir  Oliver  St.  Jthn^  tor  his  Deputy  of  Ireland* 
finding,  upon  divers  conferences  with  him,  his  great  tbl&- 
ciency;  and  I  hope  die  good  intelligence  which,  he  par- 
pofeth  to  hold  with  me,  by  adrertilemenrs  from  time  to 
time,  {hall  work  a  good  effect  for  his  Majesties  Service^ 

I  am  wonderful  cefirous  to  lee  that  Kingdome  tkrarifh, 
became  it  is  the  proper  work  and  glory  of  his  Majefty 
and  his  Times.  And  his  Majetbr  may  be  pleated  to  call 
to  minde,  that  a  good  while  fince,  when  the  great  Rent 
and  Divifions  were  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland*  I  was 
no  unfortunate  Remembrancer  to  his  Majeilie's  princely 
wiidome  in  that  buiinefie.  God  ever  keep  you  and  pro- 
fper  you.  Tour  true  and  mcji  demoted  and  tcunden  Servant* 

i  j*h9  r6i6.  Fr.  Bacon. 

Frcm  the  Original,  g 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

SIR, 

I  Think  I  cannot  do  better  ferviee  towards  the  good 
eftate  of  the  Kingdome  of  Ireland*  than  to  procure 
the  King  to  be  well  ferved  in  the  eminent  places  of  Law 
and  Juflice:  I  (hall  therefore  name  unto  you  for  the  At- 
torney's place  there,  or  for  the  Solicitor's  place,  if  the 
now  Solicitor  fhall  go  up,  a  Gentleman  of  mine  own 
breeding  and  framing,  Mr.  EdirardlPyrthington  of  Greys- 
Inne,  he  is  born  to  eight  hundred  pounds  a  Year  j  he  is 
the  eldeft  fon  of  a  moil  fcvere  Jufticer,  amongft  the  Rc- 
cufants  of  Lancajbtre*  and  a  Man  moil  able  for  Law  and 
Speech,  andby  me  trained  in  the  King's  caufes.   My  Lord 

Deputy, 
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Deputy,  by  my  defcription,  is  much  in  love  with  the  Man; 
I  hear  my  Lord  of  Canterbury,  and  Sir  Thomas  Laquo 
fhould  name  one  Sir  John  Beare,  and  fome  other  mean 
Men.  This  man  I  commend  upon  my  credit,  for  the  good 
of  his  Majefty's  fervice.  God  ever  preferve  and  profper 
you.     I  reft,  Tour  tnoji  devoted,  and  rnoji  bounden  Servant, 

2  July,  1616.  Fr.  Bacon. 

From  the  Original. * 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

S  I  R, 

BEcause  I  am  uncertain  whether  his  Majefty  will 
put  to  a  point,  fome  Refolutions  touching  Ireland, 
now  at  Wind/or;  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  attend  his  Ma-  - 
jefty  by  my  Letter,  (and  thereby  to  fupply  my  abfence) 
for  the  renewing  of  fome  former  Commifiions  for  Ire- 
land, and  the  framing  of  a  new  Commiffion  for  the  Wards 
and  the  Alienations,  which  appertain  properly  to  me,  as 
his  Majefty's  Attorney,  and  have  been  accordingly  refer- 
red by  my  Lords.  I  will  undertake  that  they  are  prepared 
with  a  greater  care,  and  better  application  to  his  Maje- 
fly's  fervice  in  that  Kingdom,  than  heretofore  they  have 
been;  and  therefore  of  that  I  fay  no  more.  And  for  the 
Instructions  of  the  new  Deputy,  they  have  been  fet  down 
by  the  two  Secretaries,  and  read  to  the  Board ;  and  being  ' 
things  of  an  ordinary  nature,  1  do  not  fee  but  they  may  pafs.  • 
But  there  have  been  three  Propofitions  and  Counfels 
which  have  been  ftirred,  which  feem  to  me  of  very  great 

*  This  Letter  is  printed  in  the  Refufcitatio  and  Cabala,    but  is  here  corrected 
in  fonie  places  by  the  Original. 

2  importance : 
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rrsrr^szrjt :  wberr^i  2  d±ik  ryrkli  bound  to  deliver  to 
hi:  -^^7  =7  ^^xr  i^c  cci^Scc,  if  they  fhould  now 

C~Cj£  JL  *"Vif^I~tL. 

Thi  Frf:  LrT  zzrxr.'-yz  tx  Recufcnt  Magijt rates  of 
trc  T'^rr*  ~f  >/l*-i  ird  rbc  Communal  ties  themfelves, 
thrr  El-tcr?rr-  whir  {hill  be  done.  Which  Confutation 
ariitfi  fr-m  ire  larc  adveriiienients  from  the  two  Lords 
J-:txr=?  epec  the  izitance  of  the  two  towns  of  Limerick 
zrd  Ki-ismri  -T  in  which  advertilement  they  reprefent  the 
cirj^r  ccelyr  without  giving  any  light  for  the  remedy ; 
nrrer  wirlly  rbr  themfelves*  than  agreeably  to  their  du- 
ties, md  Place. 

Is  this  Point,  I  humbly  pray  his  Majefty  to  remember, 
that  tie  Refuial  is  not  of  the  Oatb  of  Allegiancey  (which 
b  not  enacted  in  Ireland  i)  but  of  the  Oatb  of  Suprema- 
cy, which  cutteth  deeper  into  matter  of  confeience.  Alfo, 
that  his  Majefty  will,  out  of  the  depth  of  his  excellent 
wifdom,  and  providence,  think,  and  as  it  were  calculate 
with  himlelf ;  whether  Time  will  make  more  for  the  caufe 
of  Religion  in  Ireland,  and  be  ftill  more,  and  more,  pro- 
pitious; or  whether  deferring  Remedies  will  not  make 
the  Cafe  more  difficult.  For  if  Time  give  his  Majefty  the 
Advantage,  what  needeth  precipitation  to  extreme  reme- 
dies ?  But  if  Time  will  make  the  cafe  more  defperate, 
then  his  Majefty  cannot  begin  too  foon.  Now  in  my  opi- 
nion, Time  will  open,  and  facilitate  things  for  reforma- 
tion of  Religion  there;  and  not  (hut  up,  or  block  the  fame. 
Forfirft,  the  Plantations  going  on,  and  being,  principal- 
ly, of  Protefiants,  cannot  but  mate  the  other  Party  in 
time:  Alfo,  his  Majefty's  care,  in  placing  good  Bijhops, 
and  Divines;   in  amplifying  the  College  there;  and  in 

looking 
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looking  to  the  education  of  Wards>  and  the  like;  as  they 
are  the  moft  natural  means,  fo  are  they  like  to  be  the  moil 
effectual  and  happy,  for  the  weeding  out  of  Popery,  with- 
out ufing  the  temporal  fword:  So  as,  I  think,  I  may 
truly  conclude,  that  the  ripenefs  of  Time  is  not  yet  come. 

Therefore  my  Advice,  in  all  humblenefs  is,  that 
this  hazardous  courfe  of  proceeding,  to  tender  the  Oatb 
to  the  Magijtrates  of  Towns,  proceed  not,  but  dye  by  de- 
grees. And  yet,  to  preferve  the  authority,  and  reputati- 
on of  the  former  Council,  I  would  have  fomewhat  done; 
which  is,  that  there  be  a  proceeding  to  feizure  of  Liberties ; 
but  not  by  any  Aft  of  Power,  but  by  Quo  Warranto^  or 
Scire  facias  ;  which  is  a  legal  Courfe;  and  will  be  the 
work  of  three,  or  four,  Terms;  by  which  time,  the  mat- 
ter will  fomewhat  cool. 

But  I  would  not  (in  no  cafe)  that  the  proceeding 
fhould  be  with  both  the  Towns ,  which  ftand  now  in 
contempt,  but  with  one  of  them  only ;  choofing  that 
which  fhall  be  thought  moft  fit.  For  if  his  Majefty  pro- 
ceed with  both,  then  all  the  Towns,  that  are  in  the  like 
cafe,  will  think  it  a  common  Caufe ;  and  that  it  is  but 
their  cafe  to  day,  and  their  own  to  morrow.  But  if  hia 
Majefty  proceed  but  with  one,  the  apprehenfion  and  terror 
will  not  be  fo  ftrong;  for  they  will  think,  it  may  be  their 
cafe,  as  well  to  be  fpared,  as  profecuted :  And  this  is  the 
beft  advice  that  I  can  give  to  his  Majefty  in  this  ftreight* 
and  of  this  Opinion,  feemed  my  Lord  Chancellor  to  be. 

The  fecond  Propofition  is  this:  It  may  be,  his  Ma- 
jefty will  be  moved,  to  reduce  the  number  of  his  Council 
of  Ireland^  which  is  now  almoft  fifty,  to  twenty,  or  the 
like  number ;  in  refped;  the  grcatnefs  of  the  number  doth 

both 
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both  cmbafe  the  Authority  of  the  Council,  and  divulge 
the  bufinefs.  Neverthelefs,  I  do  hold  this  Propofition  to 
be  rather  fpecious  and  folemn,  than  needful  at  this  time ; 
for  certainly,  it  will  fill  the  State  full  of  Difcontentment ; 
which,  in  a  growing  and  unfettled  Eftate,  ought  not  to  be. 

T  h  i  s  I  could  wifh,  that  his  Majefty  would  appoint  a 
fele<a  number  of  Counfellors  there,  which  might  deal  in 
the  improvement  of  his  Revenue ;  (being  a  thing  not  fit 
to  pafs  through  too  many  hands;)  and  that  the  faid  fe- 
letted  number  fhould  have  Days  of  fitting  by  themfelves; 
at  which,  the  reft  of  the  Council  fhould  not  be  prefent ; 
which  being  once  fettled,  then  other  principal  bufinefs  of 
Stkte,  may  be  handled  at  thofe  Sittings;  and  fo  the  reft 
begin  to  be  difufed,  and  yet  retain  their  Countenance, 
without  murmur  or  difgrace. 

The  third  Propofition,  as  it  is  wound  up,  feenteth  to 
be  pretty,  if  it  can  keep  Promife :  For  it  is  this;  That  a 
Means  may  be  found,  to  re-enforce  his  Majefty's  Army  * 
there  by  five  hundred  or  a  thoufand  men ;  and  that  without 
any  Penny  encreafe  of  Charge.  And  the  Means  fhould  be, 
that  there  fhould  be  a  Commandement  of  a  local  remov- 
ing, and  transferring  fome  Companies,  from  one  Pro- 
vince to  another ;  whereupon  it  is  fuppofed,  that  many 
that  are  planted  in  Houfe  and  Lands,  will  rather  leefe 
their  Entertainment  than  remove:  And  thereby  new  men  ■ 
may  have  their  Pay,  and  yet  the  old  be  mingled  in  the 
Country,  for  the  ftrength  thereof. 

In  this  Propofition  two  things  may  be  feared:  The 
one,  Difcontent  of  thofe  that  fhall  be  put  off:  The  other, 
that  the  Companies  fhall  be  fluffed  with  Tyrones,  inftead 
of  Vcteranu    I  wifh  therefore,    that  this  Propofition  be 

well 
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well  debated  ere  it  be  admitted  Thus  having  perform- 
ed that  which  dut^r (binds *ne  to;  I  commend  you  to  God's 
beft  prefervation.  Tour  mojt  devoted  and bounden  Servant, 

G#kambu*0t  juij  5,  1616.  Fra.Bacou. 


From  tie  Original,  ft 
To  the  Ki  n  G. 

If  amy  tfdeafe  your  tnwjt  excellent  Maje/tie, 

According  to  yourCommandement,  I  fend  inclofed 
,  -the  Preface  to  <!he  Patent  of  Creation  of  Sir  George 
TilHers.  I  have  not  ufed  any  glaring  termes,  but  drawn 
it  according  to  your  Majcifties  Inftro£ions,  and  the  note 
which  thereupon  I  framed,  and  your  Majeftie  allowed, 
with  fome  additions  which  1  have  inferted.  But  I  hope 
your  Majeftie  will  be  pleafed  to  corred  and  perfedfc  it. 
Your  Majeftie  will  be  alfo  pleafed  to  temember,  that  if 
the  Creation  (hall  be  at  Rougbford,  your  pleafure  and  this 
draught  be  fpeedily  returned  5  for  it  will  aflce  a  fending  of 
the  SHI  for  your  Majefties  Signature,  and  a  fending  back 
of  the  fame  to  pafs  the  Seales,  and  a  fending  thereupon 
of  the  Patent  itfelf :  $0  it  muft  be  twice  fent  up  and 
down  ^before  the  day.  Cod  evermore  preferve  your 
Majeftie.  Tour  Majejties  mojt  devoted  and  mojt  bounden 
Servant, 

28  juij  1616.  Fr-  Bacon, 

C  fo 


y 
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To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

SIR, 

I  Send  you  the  Bill  for  his  Majefties  Signature,  reform- 
ed according  to  his  Majefties  Amendments,  both  in 
the  two  places,  (which,  I  affure  you,  were  both  altered 
with  great  judgement ;)  and  in  the  third  place,  which  his 
Majeftie  termed  a  Queftion  onely.  But  he  is  an  idle  body 
that  thinks  his  Majeftie  afks  an  idle  Queftion ;  and  there- 
fore his  Majefties  Queftions  are  to  be  anfwercd  by  taking 
away  the  caufe  of  the  Queftion,  and  not  by  replying. 

For  the  Name,  his  Majefties  Will  is  a  Law  in  thofc 
.things ;  and  to  fpeak  truth,  it  is  a  well-founding  and  no- 
ble Name  both  here  and  abroad :  And  being  your  proper 
Name,  I  will  take  it  for  a  good  fign  that  you  Audi  give 
honour  to  your  Dignity,  and  not  your  Dignify  to  you* 
Therefore  I  have  made  it  Vifcount  Ft  Users:  And  for  your 
Baronry  I  will  keep  it  for  an  Earldom*  for  though  the 
other  had  been  more  orderly,  yet  that  is  as  ufual,  and 
both  alike  good  in  Law. 

For  Upper's  place,  I  would  have  it  by  all  means  di£» 
patched;  and  therefore  I  marvail  it  lingreth.  It  were 
no  good  manners  to  take  the  bufinefs  out  of  my  Lord 
Trcafurer's  hands ;  and  therefore  I  purpofe  to  write  to  his 
Lord&ip,  if  I  hear  not  from  him  firft  by  Mr.  Deccembe. 
But  if  I  hear  of  any  delay  j  you  will  give  me  kave  (cfpe- 
cially  fince  the  King  named  me)  to  deal  with  Sir  John 
Roper  my  felfe :  for  neither  I,  nor  my  Lord  Treafurer, 
can  deferve  any  great  thanks  of  you  in  this  bufinefi,  con- 
fidering  the  King  hath  fpoken  to  Sir  John  Roper,  and  he 

1  hath 
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hath  promifed ;  and  befides  the  thing  it  felf  is  fo  reason- 
able, as  it  ought  to  be  asjfopnjdpne ;^s  feid*.  I  am  now 
gotten  into  the  Countrey  to  my  Houfe,  where  I  have 
fome  little  liberty  to  think  of  that  I  would  think  <if,  ^nd 
nbt  of  that  which  other  Men  hourly  bifcakmyt  IJf&fi^itb- 
*al,  isrit  was  at  London.  Upbh  .titiisyqi  may^conclufe 
that  m6ft  6f  my  thoughts*  are'of hisil^ajcftya,  ^ndjtben 
*you  canrtof-be  far  4&  ^iGodiever'ckeqxry^ 
you.    i  ftdt  always  ^Tcw^frtfe^i'^  - 


J\K'n'>   .-ill  ::;i.i'i[j    /Lui 


•  Sir  Jib*  top'tr being  Clerk  of  the  ^^fo'^  JM^Jf^^kt^ghtf  &t 
qpftrftabic?  Oft*  fo  Sir  Geofe  ^//^i^riflc^; ;$pon  > W^bdng^fea^  t  Lord 

Tqnbam ;  as  appears  in  t^c  Introduction  and  Letters  formerly  printed^ 

r  .7p $r  'George  Villiprs.      ,  A- 

■<'■■■$  TJ^'v''     ':'     .         '   '    '■•  ;':V'-'    «:''•■•   ••"   -"     -"' 

I'  Havd  fent  you\  now  your  Patehtsof  Creation  .of s  Ld¥d 
Bltdkef  of  Btecbhy,  1  and  of  Vifcouiit  ¥iUikrs.  Blteb- 
tq  is  yottr  own,   and  I  liked1  the  founds  of 'the^nahicibet- 
ter  than  Wbaddon:  But  the  name  will  3»>ihid*  iforydu 
-H^Hbe'ealled  fuloaii«r^VA^.r  Ltrtf  pantHem Both 
*fa  a  'fcatedf,5  '•  rifted  tfoe'  rttfhrief  >  b?  *y  'flawnt  of  'Afttis 
^  trrieit?  BaVoriHes  areJoftiedJ f  Bttt?thd  chief  reafo^w^,  te- 
*' caufe  rwdHiSd  aV6k$  double  |>rtfice«;  WhicH  hid nbt  been 
~:fit   NeVei'ftfelefs  tile"  ceTeb<my  of  robing,  and  otlidfwi fc, 
*taft  b&dotifeleV'  AM'riWbe&xxtt  J&m!intl«/C6untrey, 
l*  1  wulffetiayo^foTridof'toyCkWfltteyfliihH  whlchwith 
*  me  are,Jgdod  Mentations';  which  wiieri  T  Itih'iift  th£€% 
*'*re  choked  with  Bounds!  ■  •'  !»-  -fj  r'  -'.'.i  '^  "•  'J7-' ii:-1-  -v 
After  that  the  King  fefallbhtt  wfcttred yotoi&tf  Difcni- 

C  2  ties, 
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ties,  with  his  bounty  of  the  Lands  which  he  intends  you* 
and  that  feme  other  things  concerning  your  means,  which 
are  now  likcwife  in  intention,  fhall  be  fettled  upon  you  j 
1  do  not  fee  but  you  may  think  your  private  fortunes  efta* 
blifhed.  And  therefore  it  is  now  time  that  you  fhould  re- 
fer your  adfcions  chiefly  to  the  good  of  your  Sovereign,  and 
your  Countrcy.    It  is  the  life  of  an  Ofre,  or  a  Beaft,  al- 
ways to  eat  and  never  to  exercife :  but  Men  arc  bora  ^e£" 
pecially  Chriftkn  men)  not  to  cr^m  hi  their  Fortunes, 
but  to  exercife  their  Vertues :  and  yet  the  other  hath  been 
Ac  unworthy,  and  fometimes  the  unlucky  humour  of  great 
perfons  in  our  times.     Neither  will  your  further  Fortune 
fee  the  further  off.    For  affure  your  felf,  that  Fortune  is  of 
a  Woman's  nature,  that  will  fooner  follow  you  by  flight- 
ing, than  by  too  much  wooing.     And  in  this  dedication 
of  your  felf  to  the  publick,  I  recommend  unto  you  prin- 
cipally, that  which  I  think  was  never  done  fince  I  was 
born>  and  whteh  not  done,  hath  bred  akftofc  a  wildernefc 
and  folitude  in  the  Kkg's  fervice :   which  is,   that  yoa 
countenance  and  en<5outage  and  advance  able  and  vertu- 
ttfl&  Men,    in  all  Jtinds  degrees  and  proi&ffiens.    For  in 
tfcr  flime  of  feme  late  great  CcmnfeMowa,  when  they  bare 
tfec  fway,  abl&  Mea  were  by  defigii*  and  of  ptwpofe  ftp- 
puffed    And  though  noArfoceCh^keg^tfeft^fef,  both 
m  Church  and?  Commonwealth;  yet  money,  andturn- 
fc*ving,  ancfcunfl&ng  canvifes,  and1  importunity  prevail  toer 
nrachv    Aadiapfcwes  of  moment,  rather  mafce  able*  and 
honeft  Mew  yaws,  4&m  advance  thofe'  that  ate  ot&erwife 
foeaufc  ttosy  ase  yaws.  Afe«  for  ctwnmg  and  corrupt  Mcny 
you  muft,  I  know,  fometimes  vtfc  them:  But  keep  them 
al  adiftawce,  ancitetki  appear  t(hatf  ywmaftetribofthem, 

rather 
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rtther  than  that  they  lead  you.  Above  all,  depend  wholly 
(next  to  God)  upon  the  King*,  and  be  ruled  (as  hither- 
to you  have  been)  by  his  in&u&ions;  for  that's  beft  for 
your  felf.  For  the  King's  care  and  thoughts  concerning 
you  are  according  to  the  thoughts  of  a  great  King  * 
whereas  your  thoughts  concerning  your  felf  are  and 
ought  to  be  according  to  the  thoughts  of  a  modeft  Man. 
But  let  me  not  weary  you ;  the  Aim  is,  that  you  think 
Gbodneis  the  beft  part  of  Greatnefs ;  and  that  you  remem- 
ber whence  your  rifing  comes,  and  make  return  accor- 
dingly. God  ever  keep  you.  Tour  true  and  mojl  devoted 
Servant  y  / 

\z  Jug.  1616.  Fr.  Bacon. 

The  good  Counfels  which  Sir  Francis  Bacon  gives  in  this  Letter  to  Sir  George 
Fiffifrj,  is  a  /ort  of  abridgment  of  that  excellent  Difcourfe  which  he  made  for  him. 
fooa  after  he  became  a  Favourite,  and  was  printed  in  1660,  and  fince  that  time. 

To  the  King. 

//  may  pleafe  your  moji  excellent  Majejliey 

I  Have  fent  Sir  George  Villiers\  Patent  drawn  again  >. 
containing  alfo  a  Baronry  ^  the  name  BJecbley,  whicfc 
k  bis  own;  and  to  my  thinking  foundeth  better  than 
IVbsddm*  I  have  included  both  in  one  Patent,  to  avoid 
a  double  pse&ce,  and  as  hath  been  ufed>  in  the  Patents  of 
Earls  o£  like  nature.  Nevcrthelefs  the  ceremony  of  rob- 
ing and  otherwife  is  to  be  double,  a*  is  alfo  ufed  in  like 
cafeti£Ead& 

It  refteth,,  that  I  exprefs  unto  your  Majeftie  my  great 

y&f  m  your  honouring,  and  advancing,  this  Gentleman j 

whom  to  describe,  not  with  colours  but  with  true  lines,  I 

2  may 
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«ay  fey  this;  your  M^eify *  certainly  hath  found  obt  and 
i-hofen  afefe  Nature,  a  capable  Man,  an  hbnefl  W3!> 
generbusf  arid  noble  Afiedtfons,  and  a  Coiirage  well  163gittl ; 
and  one  that  I  know  loveth  your  Majeffie  im&ighfctBy; 
and  admireth  you  as  much  as  is  in  a  Man  to  adttiitf?K§ 
Sovereign  upon  Earth.  Oncly  your  Majb&lfc^  I&fooi 
(wherein  he  hath  already  <b  wefl  profited,  a^ltfttS^flfi 
trance  upon  the  ftage,  b*ing^the  't«ne  of  grea§^<feii|iT; 
lie  hath  net  committed  any  raaaifeft  errotij^  ^2PlSiM 
j#rfc6tk>n ;  to  your  Majeffies  tomfort,  amlitheigreit  cdXL 
tentment  of  your  people,  God  ever  preferrc  *riA  ^Aolpfel 
yotff  Majeftie.  I  reft  in  all  humblenefs,  Tou^^^efifes 
moji  bounden  and  mcjl  devoted  SubjeB  and  Servant \ 

12  Jug.  1616.  Fr.  Bacon. 

1      To  Sir  George  VilKerfc  ^w/a  mA  T 

.;:        '"'•    .    ;  -       ■;.     .•;...?•  sii^;n^   ,^(iidj    JL 

(tin  *  frii  .  ,  ■  -     .».!.->  rr:  o!  i^troJfKO  *i 

J? /Took, much  contentment  in  th^I  Pj^itafjgr  XQfif 
u  Letter,,  that  yon,tpqk  in  fa  good 'par*  ^(^^^^f 
my  advice ,,.  md^yo^^^jFfir  Qfffi  ^f}^,^ 
^ted^with,  ,?e#a£ly,  WV^W 
goodcounfel;  and  the  reafon  is,  bpc^ufc  ^ftyfftf  a$  ^^ 
jfttfdi  fiv.-ano4cr>:as^  Man  may*  dq^j^^^  Jfow 
£«*}  Qpun/e|?;help?th  a^Ian.tp  li^!^^^^^^ 
have  fo  happy  a  Matter,  as  fupglyf tholj* zxxfajbS$f* 3&$ 
gqodjtviUjfhall  not  be  wanting. 

It  was  gracioufly  and  kindly  done  alfo  ofmi  ftfajeftie 
towards  me,  to  tell  you  that  you  woe  beholding  to  me. 
Both  ffiuftbetheafor thinking  of  you  asld9^:fc^0thefv 
wiftv  for/peaking  ^s  I  think,  it  is  but  the  ffcrt *rfta4i». 

neft 
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©eft  .Man*  I  fend  you  your  Patent,  whereof  God  give 
you  joy.  And  I  fend  you  here  inclofed,  a  little  note  of 
remembrance  for  that  part  of  the  Ceremony,  which  con- 
cemeth  the  Patent :  For  as  for  other  Ceremonies,  I  leave 
toothers, 

.My  Lord  Chancellor  difpatched  your  Patent  prefently 
ppon  the  receit  ;  and  writ  to  me  how  glad  he  was  of  it, 
and  how  well  he  wtfhed  you.  If  you  write  to  him  a  few 
words  of  thanks,  I  think  you  fliall  do  well.  God  keep 
you  and  profper  you*  I  ever  reft,  Tour  true  and  mojt 
devoted  Servant, 

-  .  Fr.  Bacon* 

*OJt*t,  16x6. 

To  Sir  George  Villiers. 

SIR, 

I  Am  more  and  more  bound  unto  his  Majeftie>  who,  I 
think,  knowing  me  to  have  other  ends  than  ambition, 
is  contented  to  make  me  judge  of  mine  own  defires.  I  am 
HOW  beating  my  Brains  (among  many  cares  of  his  Ma- 
jefties  bufinefs)  touching  the  redeeming  the  time  in  this 
bufinefs  of  Cloth.  The  great  Queflion  is,  how  to  mifs  or 
bow  to  mate  the  Flemmings;  how  to  pafs  by  them,  or 
how  to  pafs  over  them  *: 

In  my  next  Letter  I  (hall  alter  your  ftyle ;  but  I  (hall 
never  whilft  I  breathe  alter  mine  own  ftyle,    in  being 
Tour  true  and  moji  devoted  Servant, 
ai^.,616.  Fr.  Bacoiu 

•  Of  the  Controvert/  between  the  old  and  new  Company  of  Merchanto,  in  re* 
Won  to  the  exporting  of  Woollen  Cloth*,  cither  dved  or  undreffed,  much  may 
be  found  in  the  Letters  of  the  1 2lh  of  Auguft,  the  3*  and  z£*  of  February  1615, 
nrnfrind  in  the  afordaid  Letter*  and  Memin,  and  tt  the  Xntrodu&on  to  them. 

From 


.        T       fr****-  J- 


fc*^  ^t^*****^ cat*"4**  t«fc«*"6' 


Chancellor  Bacon.  17 

jeftie  fhall  blowe  a  Home,  to  let  the  Flemings  know  your 
Majeftie  will  not  give  over  the  chace.  Again,  the  Win- 
ter feafon  coming  on  is  fitteft  for  wearing  of  Cloth,  and 
there  is  fcope  enough  left  for  bravery  and  vanity  by  lacing 
and  embroydery,  fo  it  be  upon  Cloth  or  ftuffes  of  Wool, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  offer  and  fubmit  this  remedy, 
tmongft  others,  to  your  Majeftics  great  wifdom,  becaufc 
itpleafedyotttolaythecareofthisbnfinefleuponme;  and 
indeed  my  care  did  fly  to  it  before,  as  it  fhall  always  da 
to  any  knots  and  difficulties  in  your  bufineffe,  wherein  hi* 
thcrto,  I  have  been  not  unfortunate.  God  ever  have  you 
in  his moft  pretious  cuftody.  Tour  Majeftics  mojlfaytb- 
ful  and  moft  bounden  Servant, 

ii  Sift.  1616.  Fra.  Bacon* 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Lard  Vtfcount  Villiers. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

IT  ww  my  opinion  from  the  beginning,  that  this 
Company  will  never  overcome  the  bufineffe  of  the 
Cktbi  and  that  the  Impediments  are  as  much  or  more 
m  die  pecfcns  which  are  Inftrumenta  animata  than  in  the 
dead  bufinefle  it  felfe. 

I  have  therefore  fent  unto  the  King  here  inclofed  my 
Rea/imy  which  I  pray  your  Lordfhip  to  {hew  his  Majeftie. 

The  new  Company  and  the  old  Company  are  but  the 
Sons  oi  Adam  to  me,  and  I  take  my  felf  to  have  fome 
credit  with  both :  but  it  is  upon  fear  rather  with  the 
old,  andupon  love  rather  with  the  new  j  and  yet  with  both 

D  upon 
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upon  perfuafion  that  I  underftand  the  bufinefle. 

Neverthelefle  I  walk  in  vid  regid,  which  is  not  abfo- 
lutely  acceptable  to  eithej:;,  yp^t^Bae^Cgmj^nx .$$$& 
have  all  their  demand*  granted  and  th(?vold  Qjijipany 
would  have  the  King's  work  given  over  and  deferted. 

My  opinion  i9,  that  the  old  Company  be  drkwfi "t\/3fc- 
<Seed  into  thfc  C6ritra<3,  ;(elfe.thfeiKing*s  hbhdbf  lfefeerei) 
ahd  thatwcalldrftWitidne  Vwf  fe$  effe&that  -4f<#«f*f 
which  is  thejwifeftof  things,1  pfove  the  wb#k  bif^ffliiib 
or  inconvenient,  which  I  do  not  yet  belkvef,  tfcti&W^Vfa 
Majeftie  and  the  Stkte  Vill  libt  fuffe*  them  to  ipfcfeh:0'!11 

I  wifti  what  1fhall  be  done, '  were!  done  with  tfefoltrtffdh 
and  fpeed,  and  that  your  Lordfhip  f(bteduft ^it  isfa?!gfii^L 
ous  bufinefle)  had  thankes  of  it  next  the  Kiiig;  ^akaffikt 
there  were  fome  Commiflion  under  his  Majeftie'i  fi^rf  riS- 
nual,  to  deal  with  fome  felefted  perfons  of  thi  oM  'fcditt- 
pany,  and  to  take  their  anfwers  and  content- undfcfr  HHtix 
hands ;  and  that  the  procuring  the  Commiflion,  anif  the 
procuring  of  their  offers  to  be  accepted,  were  youir  LoHt- 
fhip's  work.  •       ;.i 

In  this  treaty  my  Lord  Chancellor  muffcby  rto  means 
bfe  left  out,  for  he  will  moderate  wcll^  arid  aimeth  at  life 
Majeftie's  ends.  :    i? 

"  Mr.  Sollicitor  is  not  yet  returned,  but  I  look  fbr  him  pre- 
sently. I  reft  Tour  Lordjhifs  true  and  moft  debotid 
Servant, 

*!^ti£S?>  ;Fr.  Bacon. 


From 


QwiCelbr  Bacon,  l£ 

-I.-,-;.;  k».\  ,,      ,  \    From  the  Original. 

^frdfotfsitihy  the  new  Company  is  not  to  hetrufted 

7l,l::jf#&/  tdntinued  with  the  Trade  of  Clothes. ''   '' 

-IPWk  The  Company  confifts  of  a  number  of  young 
JCr;^j^jajn4Shpp-k?epj?r8,  whidji :<K?t  being  bred  in  the 
tfofe"tl«  JlW*W'*P  meddle  with;  any  #£ti#  dear  and; fine 
Jplqfj^jM&tj  oplyfme4dle  witb, the  courfe Clothes,  >rh|ch 

upor^j  tja^  ,$9TOf?  in  the  Sur^fhine  fp  long  as  things  jgp 

^^^^^%MMy  mee^^itfe  ^y  ftorme  or;  cl(?ud, 

jft^l^a^^xa^^d  goe  back  to  Shop-keeping;   whereas 

:$^  ^^Compfivy  yvere  beaten  Trader^;  and  having  no  other 

^g^Wfofllyjingf £ut  th^t  Trade,:  were  fain  to  yide, out  ^}1 

#B&4?£^  4i%ulties;  which,  being  roe%qf: great  ^bi- 

^•tiffliWffli  reliable  to  dp.  ,?«,...     ,    ,., 

.Jf(j4ff^^:Theijb  young  m^  l>?ing  the  jp^jor  part,  oik! 

J^yipg^a^und  of  dependance  upon  Alderman  s£!ock#iw9 

they  carry  things  by  plurality  of  voices;  and  yet  thofe  few 

p|  j^e^Jd  £tomp*ny  which  are  amongfl;  them  do  drive  al- 

moft  t^^-gairt?.  of  ;tjhe  Trad?  ;,', and  it  is  impoffible  things 

fhould  go  well,  where  one  part  gives  the  vote,  and  the  ♦- 

$frl{fafa$eX&(*r$>  ^°  that  the  execution  of  all  thipg*  lyes 

chiefly  upc^n  them  that  never  confented,  which  is  meedy 

motus  violentus,  and  cannot  laft  >  .< ..      ^ 

Thirdly,  The  new  Company  make  continually  fuch  n^w 
iprtt^ing  demands,  as  the  State  can  never  be  fecurcnor 
truft  to  them,  neither  doth  it  feem  that  they  do  much  truft 
themlelves. 

Fourthly y  The  prefentftand  of  Cloth  ztBlackwelLball 

D  2  (which 


H  ~1 
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(which  is  that  that  prefleth  the  State  moft,  and  is  provided 
for  but  by  a  temporary  and  weak  remedy)  is 'fiippbfaf 
would  be  prefently  at  an  end,  upon  the  revivor  of  dm 
old ;  in  refped  that  they  are  able  men  and  united  amorigfb" 
themfelves.  ^   ••  .rrjrfio 

Fifthly^  In  thefe  cafes,  Opinio  efi  veritate  major*  *§&> 
the  wy  voice  and  expectation  of  revivor  of  the  old  Coot* 
piny  will  comfort  the  Clothiers,  and  encourage  tbefnnofc 
to  lay  down  their  Loomes.  •  -is-jgnobd 

Sixthly^  The  very  Flemings  themfelves  (in  regard  d£ 
the  pique  they  have  againft  die  new  Company)  arb;Mkft 
td  be  more  pliant  and  tractable  towards  his  Majeftitfscikkf 
and  defines.    . :  v-.i/)  {jn*  ^1 

Seventhly i  Gonfidering  the  bufine&  hath  not  gate  foa 
'well,  his  Majeftie  muft  either  lay  the  fault  upon  the  rtafci 
ttr  it  fel£  or  upon  the  perfons  that  have  managed:  it  5 
wherein  the  King  fliall  beft  acquit  his  honoar,  'tdhgdU 
where  it  is  indeed;  that  is,  upon  the  carriage  and  procqed«f 
ings  of  the  new  Company,  which  have  been  full  df  on* 
certainty  and  abufe.  .      ■{       •    1  -f  • 

Lajlly,  The  fubjc&s  of  this  Kingdom  generally  have  an 
ill  tafte  and  conceipt  of  the  new  Company,  and  therefore 
the  putting  of  them  down,  will  difcharge  the  State  of  a 
great  deal  of  envy. 

From  fk(  Original* . 
To  the  Lord VtfcoumV^i^ 

My  very  good  Lord, 

NOW  that  the  King  hath  received  my  Opinion, 
with  die  Judges's  opinion,  unto  whom  it  was  refer- 
red, 


ftd,  touching  the  propofition  for  Innes  in  point  of  Law  $ 
kijefljethtthat  itibe  moulded  and  carried  in  that  fort,  as  it 
vaky  pafe)W!ithbeft  contentment  and  convfeniency.  Where- 
tfrjhtfaat  ever  love  good-company,   *&  Ir^a$  joined  with 
others  in  the  legal  poynt,  fo  I  defire  not  to  be  alone  in  the: 
diwftioh  touching  the  convcnicncyv    AAd  therefore  I  fend 
your  Lbhlfhip  a  forme  of  Warrant  for  the  King's  £gn&£i 
tore,  whereby  the  framing  of  the  bufineffe  and  thiat  which; 
belongeth  to  it,  may  be  referred,  to  /my  Tdf  tarkh  Serjeant* 
Montague  and  Seijeanii^^r^  7    and  though  Montague 
flxmld  change  his  place,  that-alteration  hurteth  not  thte 
WifmeHc^i  but'rather  faelpeth'iknfAnd  bccaiifc  th&iinqtii* 
ry  and  furvey  touching  Innes  will  require  much  attendance* 
and  charge,  and  the  making  of  the  Licences,  I  (hall  think 
fit  (wbdn  that  Queftion  cometh  to  me)  to  be  ?  to  the  Ji***  Here  the 
fticc  a^ulffifes  and  not  to  thofc  that  follow  thisibuiinefsx^oiitte^ 
Therefore  his  Majeftie  may  be  pleas'd  to  confidcr  whittthcorigi,wL 
proportion  or  dividend  ihall  be  allotted  to  Mr.  Mompejfm^ 
and  thole  that  ihall  follow  it  at  their  own  charge,  whiglv 
ufeth  in  like  cafes  to  be  a  fifth  a.     So  I  ever  retiv  2ratt 
Lordjbip&true  and ni$  \  devoted  \Seruarit,       : 

~  ts  N*.j6i(k  rr.  BacoflL 

*  I  fuppofe  it  was  not  long  after  the  Judges  and  Attorney  Gdaeftft  fed  gtv«t 
the  opinion  above  mention 'd,  that  a  Patent  was  granted  for  licencing  of  com- 
mon Innes,  under  colour  whereof  Sir  Giles  Momfejonlevyed  feveral  fums  of  Mo- 
ney by  way  of  Fines,  as  well  as  by  yearly  Incomes'  from  them ;  and  Alehoufcs  alfo 
by  afubfequent  Patent :  Proceeding  therein  with  fo  much  rigour,  that  it  was  com- 
plained of  in  the  Parliament  which  began  in  if>~,\as  one  .of  the  great  grievances 
of  the  Nation ;  the  Patent  declared  illegal,"  and  recalled  ^by  the  King's  proclama- 
tion ;  Momptjfon  and  Michel,  the  chief  Projectors  of  this  and  fome  other  Oppref- 
fions  feverdy  cenfurcd  according  to  their  demerits.  The  manner  of  whickoiay  be 
fcen  in  the  Journals  of  that  Parliament,  and  the  hiftorica  of  thofe  Times. 

-..»•>:-.'.-*'  n  \kiK\i\\u  ojau  cnoimqoa 'ft§bu|.  ^dj  txi^n  from 
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Front. the,  Original. 
To  the  Lord  Vtfcount  VilHers. 


■'  -.*f!02 


My  very  good  Lord,  '  '   inr 

I  Think  his  Majeftie  was  not  onely  well  advlfed  fctit< 
well  infpired,  to  give  order  for  this  fame  wicked  child 
of  Cayrtj  Bertram,  to  be  examin'd  before  he  wa*  farther 
proceeded  with.  And  I  for  my  part  before  I  had  rctefrv&l 
his  Majeftie's  pleafure  by  my  Lord  Chamberlayn  wertttHfei 
far,  that  I  had  appointed  him  to  be  further  examind!,- *&& 
alfo  had  taken  order  with  Mr.  Sollicitor  that  he  fhotM  be 
provided  to  make  fome  declaration  at  his  tryal  in  folbfe 
folemn  faftiion,  and  not  to  let  fuch  a  ftrange  Murder  pifle 
as  if  it  had  been  but  a  Horfe-ftealing. 

But  upon  his  Majeftie's  pleafure  fignified,  I  forthwith 
caufed  the  Tryal  to  be  flayed,  and  examin'd  the  party  ac- 
cording to  his  Majeftie's  Queftions;  and  alfo  fent  for  the 
principal  Counfel  in  the  caufe  whereupon  Sir  John  Ty#r 
dats  report  was  grounded,  to  difcern  the  juftfee  or  ini- 
quity of  the  faid  report  as  his  Majefty  likewife  commanded,1 

I  fend  therefore  the  cafe  of  Bertram  truely  ftated  and 
collected,  and  the  examination  taken  before  my  felfe  and 
Mr.  Sollicitor;  whereby  it  will  appear  to  his  Majeftie  that 
Sir  John  Tyndal  (as  to  this  caufe)  is;a  kind of?a  Martyi^: 
For  if  ever  he  made  a  juft  report  in  his  life,  this  was  it 

But  the  event  fince  all  this  is,  that  this  Bertram,  being 
as  it  feemeth  indurate  or  in  defpair,  hath  hanged  himfelfe 
in  prifon;  of  which  accident  as  I  am  fatty  becaufe  he  is 
taken  from  example  and  publick  jtiftice,  fo  yet  I  would  nftt 
for  any  thing  it  had  been  before  hie  cx»rafi»tion;/S<>  that 

there 
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there  may  be  otherwife  fome  occafion  taken  either  by  fome 
declaration  in  the  Kings  Bench  upon  the  return  of  the  Co- 
roner's enqueft,  or  by  fome  printed  book  of  the  fadt,  or 
by  fome  other  meanes  (whereof  I  purpofe  to  advife  with 
my  Lord  Chancellor)  to  have  both  his  Majeftie's  royal 
^pe^  .$nd  the  truth  of  the  fa£t,  with  the  circumftances, 
ma»ifefl*4;  and  publifhed  •. 

,.;fEor,  the  taking  a  Tye  of  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  before 
J^W^S  placed,  it  was  done  before  your  Letter  came,  and 
m\Tvej4ayy  Meatb  and  Sbute  {hall  be  admitted*  and  all 
perfected, 

„f\  I^Ly  Lord  Chancellor  purpofcth  to  be  at  the  hall,  to  mor- 
jowe,  tagive  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  his  Oath,  I  pray 
God  it  hurt  him  not  this  cold  weather.  God  ever  profper 
you.     Tour  true  and  moft  devoted  Servant, 

SmwJbj  night  the  17 A  TV    n«^« 

*Jimm*.  1616.  *r-  Bacon. 

1  This  Bertram,  who,  according  to  Camden  in  his  Annals  of  King  James  was 
1  grave  man  above  feventy  years  of  age  and  of  a  clear  reputation,  piUolled  Sir  John 
Tyndal  a  Mailer  in  Chancery  on  the  11th  of  November >  for  making  a  report  againft 
him  in  a  caofe  where  the  fum  contended  for  did  not  exceed  200  /.  By  his  exa- 
mination taken  the  16th  he  confefled  it  to  be  as  foul  a  Murther  as  ever  was,  under 
the  fenfc  of  which  he  hanged  himfelf  the  next  day. 

From  the  Original  & 

To  Sir  Francis  Bacon   his  Majeftie's  Attorney 

General. 

SIR, 

IVhvt  acquainted  his  Majeftie  with  your  Letter,  and 
the  other  Papers  inclos'd,  who  liketh  very  well  of  the 

coiirfe  you  purpofe  touching  the  manif eft  to  be  published 

of 


24  Letters  of  the  Lord 

of  Bertram's  &&.  And  will  have  you,  according  to  your 
own  ipotion,  advife  with  my  Lord  Chancellor  of  the 
manner  of  it.  His  Majeftie's  pleafure  likewife  is,  that 
according  to  the  declaration  he  made  before  the  Lords  of 
his  Council  at  Whitehall,  touching  the  review  of  my  Lad 
Coke's  Reports,  you  draw  a  Warrant  ready  for  hit  figna- 
ture,  directed  to  thofe  Judges  whom  he  then  named  to 
that  effed,  and  fend  it  fpeedily  to  him  to  be  figned,  that 
there  may  be  a  difpatch  of  that  bufinefs  before  the  cud  *f 
the  Term,  and  foe  I  reft,  Tour  faithful  Friend  at  com- 
mand, 

Newmarket,  19  Nov.  1616.  George  ViUie» 

The  Cafe  of  John  Bertram.  * 

LEonard  Chamberlayne  died  inteftate  without  iflbe, 
and  left  a  Sifter  married  to  Bertram,  and  a  Niece 
afterwards  married  to  Sir  George  Simeon. 

The  Niece  obtained  letters  of  Adminiftration,  and  did 
adminifter;  but  afterwards  upon  appeale  Bertram  in  the 
right  of  his  Wife  (that  was  the  Sifter)  obtained  the  former 
Adminiftration  to  be  repealed,  and  new  letters  of  Admi- 
niftration to  be  committed  to  Bertram  and  his  Wife,  be* 
caufe  the  Sifter  was  nearer  of  kinne  than  the  Niece. 

Thereupon  Bertram  brings  his  BUI  in  Chancery  againft 
the  firft  Adminiftratrix,  to  difcover  the  true  ftate  of  the  In* 
teftate,  and  to  have  it  fet  over  unto  him,  being  the  right- 
ful Administrator  j  and  this  Caufe  coming  to  hearing,  jt 
did  appeare  that  there  was  a  debt  of  200Z  QWeing  fair 
one  Harris  to  the  Inteftate:  Wberexjppn  ft.  jras  <fcfflpcj» 

that 
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that  the  debt  of  Harris  by  bond  fhould  be  fet  over  to 
Bertram^  and  likewife  that  all  other  moneys,  debts  and 
bonds  fhould  be  afligned  over  to  him.  In  the  penning  of 
this  Decree  there  was  an  error  or  flip,  for  it  was  penned 
that  a  debt  by  Karris  by  a  bond  of  200  /.  fhould  be  fet  o- 
ver,  whereas  the  proofes  went  plainly  that  it  was  but  200  /. 
in  toto  upon  divers  fpecialties  and  writings.  Upon  this 
pinch  and  advantage  Bertram  moved  ftill  that  the  bond 
of  aoo  /.  fhould  be  brought  in,  and  at  laft  the  defendant 
alledgine  that  there  was  no  fuch  bond,  the  Court  order- 
ed that  the  money  it  felf  (viz.)  200  /.  fhould  be  brought 
in,  which  was  done  accordingly,  and  foon  after  by  Order 
of  the  Court  it  was  paid  over  to  Bertram. 

When  Bertram  had  this  200/.  in  his  purfe,  he  would 
needs  furmife,  that  there  was  another  200  /.  due  by  Har- 
ris upon  accompt  befides  the  200/.  due  by  one  Angular 
bond,  and  ftill  prefled  the  words  of  the  Decree  which  men- 
dons  a  bond,  and  thereupon  got  his  adverfary  Sir  George 
Simeon  committed.  Afterwards  it  was  moved  upon  Si- 
meon's part,  that  there  was  only  one  debt  of  200  /.  and 
that  the  Decree  was  miflaken  in  the  penning  of  it,  and 
$>  mtift  needs  be  underflood,  becaufe  the  Decree  muft  be 
upon  the  proofes,  and  all  the  proofes  went  but  upon  the 
200  /.  iriioto,  and  not  upon  any  particular  bond :  where- 
upon my  Lord  Chancellor  referred  the  confideration  of 
the  proofes,  and  the  compareing  of  them  with  the  Decree, 
lo  Sir  John  tyndall  and  Do&or  Amye. 

Tfcey  reported  (which  was  the  killing  report)  that  upon 
the  proofes  there  was  but  one  200/.  in  all,  and  that,  had 
teeil'eagerlie  followed  by  Bertram^  and  that  Simeon  had 
itrffttrd  by  error  and  caiftaking,  and  that  it  were  time  he 

E  were 
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the  Crown  in  fucceflion  is  not  diminifhed,  and  yet  the 
quantity  of  the  Land  which  you  have  upon  your  value  is 
enlarged;  whereby  you  have  both  honour  and  profit. 

Secondly y  By  the  help  of  Sir  Lyonel  Cranfield  I  advan- 
ced the  value  of  S  her  bourn  from  26000  /.  (which  was 
thought  and  admitted  by  my  Lord  Treafurer  and  Sir  John 
Deccombe,  ^s  a  value  of  great  favour  to  your  Lordfhip,  be- 
caufe  it  was  a  thoufand  pound  more  than  it  was  valued  at 
to  Somerfet)  to  thirty  two  thoufand  pounds,  whereby 
there  was  fix  thoufand  pounds  gotten  and  yet  juftly. 

Thirdly*  I  advifed  the  courfe  of  rating  Harrington  at  a 
hundred  years  purchafe,  and  the  reft  at  thirty  five  years 
purchafe  Fee-Farme,  to  be  fet  down  and  exprefled  in  the 
Warrant ;  that  it  may  appear  and  remain  of  record,  that 
your  Lordfhip  had  no  other  rates  made  to  you  in  favour, 
than  fiich  as  purchafers  upon  fale  are  feldom  drawn  unto; 
whereby  you  have  honour. 

Fourthly j  That  leafe  to  the  Feoffees,  which  was  kept 
as  a  fecret  in  the  defke  (and  was  not  onely  of  Harrington, 
but  alfo  of  moft  of  the  other  particulars  in  your  book,)  I 
caufed  to  be  throughly  looked  into  and  provided  for ;  with- 
out which  your  afliirance  had  been  nothing  worth,  and 
yet  I  handled  it  fo,  and  made  the  matter  fo  well  under- 
ftood,  as  you  were  not  put  to  be  a  fuitor  to  the  Prince  for 
his  good  will  in  it,  as  others  ignorantly  thought  you  mud 
have  done. 

Fifthly ',  The  Annexation;  which  no  body  dreamt  of, 
and  which  fome  idle  bold  Lawyer  would  perhaps  have  faid 
had  been  needlefs,  and  yet  is  of  that  weight,   that  there  y 

was  never  yet  any  man  that  would  purchafe  any  fuch  Land 
from  the  King,  except  he  had  a  declaration  to  difcharge 

E  2  it; 
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it :  I  was  provident  to  have  it  difcharged  by  declaration. 

Sixthly,  Left  it  fhould  be  faid  that  your  Lordfhip  was 
the  firft  (except  the  Queen  and  the  Prince)  that  brake  the 
Annexation  upon  a  mere  gift,  for  that  others  had  it  dif- 
charged onely  upon  fale,  which  was  for  the  King's  profit 
and  neceflity ;  I  found  a  remedy  for  that  alfo,  becaufe  I 
have  carved  it  in  the  declaration,  as  that  this  was  not  gift 
to  your  Lordfhip,  but  rather  a  purchafe  and  exchange,  (as 
indeed  it  was)  for  Sherbourn. 

Seventhly  and  laftly,  I  have  taken  order  (as  much  as  in 
me  was)  that  your  Lordfhip  in  thefe  things  which  you 
have  pafTed  be  not  abufed  if  you  part  with  them ;  for  I 
have  taken  notes  in  a  book  of  their  values  and  former  of- 
fers. 

Now  for  your  office. 

Firft,  Whereas  my  Lord  Teynham  at  the  firft  would 
have  had  your  Lordfhip  have  had  but  one  life  in  it,  and 
he  another;  and  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and  the  Sollicitor 
and  Deccombe  were  about  to  give  way  to  it;  I  turned  ut- 
terly that  courfe,  telling  them  that  you  were  to  have  two 
lives  in  it  as  well  as  Somerfet  had. 

Secondly,  I  have  accordingly  in  the  affurance  from  your 
Deputies,  made  them  acknowledge  the  truft,  and  give  fe- 
curity  not  onely  for  your  Lordfhip's  time,  but  after;  fo  as 
you  may  difpofe  (if  you  fhould  dye,  which  I  would  be 
forry  to  live  to)  the  profits  of  the  office  by  your  Will,  or 
otherwife  to  any  of  your  friends,  for  their  comfort  and  ad- 
vancement. 
A^  Thirdly,  I  dealt  fb  with  Whitlocke  as  well  as  Heath,  as 

there  was  noe  difficulty  made  of  the  furrender. 

Laftly,  I  did  call  with  my  felf,  that  if  your  Lordfhip's 

Deputies> 
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Deputies,  had  come  in  by  Sir  Edward  Cooke  who  was  tyed 
to  Somerfet,  it  would  have  been  fubjeft  to  fome  clamour 
from  Somerfet,  and  fome  queftion  what  was  forfeited  by 
Somerfet's  attainder  (being  but  of  felony)  to  the  King: 
But  now  they  coming  in  from  a  new  Chief  Juftice,  all  is 
without  queftion  or  fcruple. 

Thus  your  Lordfhip  may  fee  my  love  and  care  towards 
you,  which  I  think  infinitely  too  little  in  refpetf:  of  the 
fulnefs  of  my  minde ;  but  I  thought  good  to  write  this,  to 
make  you  underftand  better  the  ftate  of  your  own  bufi- 
hefle,  doing  by  you  as  I  do  by  the  King;  which  is  to  do 
his  bufinefle  fafely  and  with  forefight,  not  onely  of  to 
morrowe  or  next  day,  but  afar  off,  and  not  to  come  fid- 
deling  with  a  report  to  him  what  is  done  every  day,  but 
to  give  him  up  a  good  fumme  in  the  end. 

I  purpofe  to  fend  your  Lordfhip  a  kalendar  fair  written 
of  thofe  evidences  which  concern  your  eftate,  for  fo  much 
as  have  pafled  my  hands ;  which  in  truth  are  not  fit  to 
remain  with  Solicitors,  no  nor  with  friends,  but  in  fome 
great  Cabinet  to  be  made  for  that  purpofe. 

All  this  while  I  muft  fay  plainly  to  your  Lordfhip, 

that  you  fall  fhort  for  your  prefent  charge,   except  you 

play  the  good  hufband :   For  the  office  of  T'eynbam  is  in 

reverfion,  Dar eye's  land  is  in  reverfion ;    all  the  land  in 

your  bookes  is  but  in  reverfion,  and  yields  you  no  prefent 

profit  becaufe  you  pay  the  Fee-Farme.     So  as  you  are  a 

ftrange  Heteroclite  in  Grammar ,  for  you  want  the  prefent 

tenfe ;  many  Verbes  want  the  prseterperfedl  tenfe  and  fome 

the  future  tenfe,  but  none  want  the  prefent  tenfe.     I  will 

hereafter  write  to  your  Lordfhip  what  I  think  of  for  that 

fopply  j  to  the  end  that  you  may,  as  you  have  begun  to 

.  a  .  your 
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your  great  honour,  defpife  money,  where  it  crofleth  reafon 
of  ftate  or  vertue.  But  I  will  trouble  you  no  further  at 
this  time.  God  ever  preferve  and  profper  your  Lordfhip. 
Tour  true  and  mofl  devoted  Servant, 

29  Nsvmber  161 6.  JTr#  Bacon, 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Lord  Vifcount  Villiers. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Delivered  the  proclamation  for  Cloth  to  Secretary 
Winwood  on  Saturday,  but  he  keepeth  it  to  carry  it 
down  himfelf,  and  goeth  down,  as  I  take  it,  today:  His 
Majeftie  may  perceive  by  the  docket  of  the  proclamation, 
that  I  do  not  onely  ftudy,  but  a<ft  that  point  touching  the 
Judges,  which  his  Majeftie  commandeth  in  your  laft. 

Yefterday  was  a  day  of  great  good  for  his  Majeftie's  fer- 
vice  and  the  peace  of  this  Kingdom,  concerning  duels  by 
occafion  ofDarcye's  Cafe.  I  fpake  big  and  publishing  his 
Majeftie's  ftreight  charge  to  me,  faid  it  had  ftrook  me 
blind,  as  in  point  of  duells  and  cartels,  &c.  I  fhould  not 
knowe  a  coronet  from  a  hatband.  I  was  bold  alfo  to  de- 
clare how  excellently  his  Majeftie  had  exprefled  to  me  a 
contemplation  of  his  touching  duells  -,  that  is,  that  when 
he  came  forth  and  faw  himfelf  princely  attended  with 
goodly  Noblefle  and  Gentlemen,  he  entered  into  the 
thought,  that  none  of  their  lives  were  in  certainty  not  for 
twenty  four  hours  from  the  duel ;  for  it  was  but  a  heat  or 
miftaking,  and  then  a  lye,  and  then  a  challenge,  and  then 
life :  faying  that  I  did  not  marvel  feeing  Xerxes  flied  teares 

2  to 
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to  think  none  of  his  great  army  fhould  be  alive  once  with- 
in a  hundred  years,  his  Majeftie  were  touched  with  com- 
panion to  think  that  not  one  of  his  attendance  but  moughc 
be  dead  within  twenty  four  hours  by  the  duel.  This  I 
write  becaufe  his  Majeftie  may  be  wary  what  he  fayeth  to 
me  (in  things  of  this  nature)  I  being  fo  apt  to  play  the 
blabbe.  In  this  alfo  I  forgot  not  to  prepare  the  Judges, 
and  wifh  them  to  profefTe,  and  as  it  were  to  denounce, 
that  in  all  cafes  of  duel  capital  before  them,  they  will  ufe 
equal  feverity  towards  the  infolent  murder  by  the  duel, 
and  the  infidious  murder;  and  that  they  will  extirpate  that 
difference  out  of  the  opinions  of  men,  which  they  did  ex- 
cellent well1. 

I  muft  alfo  fay,  that  it  was  the  firft  time  that  I  heard 
my  Lord  of  Arundel  fpeak  in  that  place ;  and  I  do  afTure 
your  Lordfhip  he  doth  excellently  become  the  Court ;  he 
fpeaketh  wifely  and  weightily,  and  yet  eafily  and  clearly 
as  a  great  Nobleman  fhould  dob. 

There  hath  been  a  proceeding  in  the  King's  Bench  a- 

gainfl  Bertram's  keeper  for  mifdemeanor,  and  I  have  put 

a  little  pamphlet  (prettily  penn'd  by  one  Mr.  Trotte,  that 

I  fet  on  work  touching  the  whole  bufinefs)  to  the  prefle  by 

ftiy  Lord  Chancellor's  advice. 

*  The  charge  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon  touching  duels,  upon  an  information  exhi- 
bi ted  in  the  Star-Chamber  in  the  year  1614,  was  fo  well  approved  by  the  Court, 
.  th*t  they  ordered  the  fame  to  be  printed,  together  with  the  Decree  made  thereon. 

b  The  Earl  of  Arundel  defcended  from  the  noble  family  of  the  Howards  by  » 
"^tighter  of  the  Lord  Fitz-Jlan,  his  Grandfather  the  Duke  of  Norfilke  loll  his 
*if^  on  account  of  the  Queen  of  Scots,  his  Father  was  attainted  and  died  in  the 
*  ovver,  but  the  Son  was  reftoi;cd  in  blood  by  King  James,  and  much  employed 
*r*d  valued,  as  the  greatefl  Virtuofo  of  his  age,  that  encouraged  Arts  and  Sciences, 
at*d  brought  Greece  and  Italy  into  England,  by  the  Pictures,  Statues  and  antique 
l*a(criptions  he  imported;  deferving,  it  is  thought,  a  better  character  than  th* 
^otd  Clarendon  has  bten  pleafed  to  bellow  upon  him* 

I  pray 
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I  pray  God  diredt  his  Majeftie  in  the  Cloth  bufinefs, 
that  that  thorne  may  be  once  out  of  our  fides:  His  Maje- 
fty  knoweth  my  opinion  ab  antique.  Thanks  be  to  God 
of  your  health,  and  long  may  you  live  to  do  us  all  good. 
I  reft,    Your  true  and  m$Jl  devoted  Servant^ 

Fr.  Bacon. 
From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Lord  Vifcount  Villiers. 

It  may  pleafe  your  Lordjhip, 

I  Pray  let  his  Majeftie  underftand,  that  although  mf 
Lord  Chancellor's  anfwer  touching  the  difmiflion  erf 
the  Farmers  caufe,  was  full  of  refpedt  and  duty,  yet  I 
would  be  glad  to  avoyd  an  exprefs  fignification  from  his 
Majeftie,  if  his  Majeftie  may  otherwife  have  his  end.  And 
therefore  I  have  thought  of  a  courfe,  that  a  motion  be 
made  in  open  Court,  and  that  thereupon  my  Lord  move 
a  compromife  to  fome  to  be  named  on  either  part,  with 
bond  to  ftand  to  their  award.  And  as  I  finde  this  to  be  a- 
greeable  to  my  Lord  Chancellor's  difpofition,  fo  I  do  not 
finde  but  the  Farmers  and  the  other  party  are  willing  e- 
nough  towards  it.  And  therefore  his  Majeftie  may  be 
pleafed  to  forbear  any  other  letter  or  meflage  touching  that 
bufmefs.  God  ever  keep  your  Lordfliip.  Tour  Lordjbip's 
true  and  mojl  devoted  Servant > 

*iJ**.  1616.  Fr.  Bacoa. 
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From  the  Original. 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham,  from  Sir  Francis 
Bacon  on  his  being  made  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal. 

My  dearejl  Lord, 

IT  is  both  in  cares  and  kindnefle,  that  fmall  ones  flote 
up  to  the  tongue,  and  great  ones  fink  down  into  the 
heart  in  filence :  Therefore  I  could  fpeak  little  to  your 
Lordfhip  to  day,  neither  had  I  fit  time.  But  I  muft  profefle 
thus  much,  that  in  this  day's  worke  you  are  the  trueft  and 
perfedeft  mirrour,  and  example  of  firm  and  generous  friend- 
fliip  that  ever  was  in  Court.  And  I  fhall  count  every  day 
loft,  wherein  I  fhall  not  either  ftudy  your  wel-doing  in 
thought ,  or  do  your  name  honor  in  Jpeecb,  or  perform  you 
fervice  in  deed.  Good  my  Lord,  account  and  accept  me, 
Tour  moji  bounden  and  devoted  Friend  and  Servant  of  all 
Men  living, 

7  Mar.  1 61 6.  Fr,  Bacon,  C.  S+ 

From  the  Original.  £ 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham.  ] 

Myfngular  good  Lord, 

WHEN  I  heard  here  your  Lordfhip  was  dead,  I 
thought  I  had  lived  too  long.  That  was  (to  tell: 
your  Lordfhip  truely)  theftate  of  my  mind  upon  that  report. 
Since,  I  hear  it  was  an  idle  miftaking  of  my  Lord  Evers 
for  my  Lord  Villiers.    God's  name  be  blefled,  that  you  are 

F  alive 
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alive  to  do  infinite  good,  and  not  fo  much  as  fick  or  ill 
difpofed  for  any  thing  I  now  hear. 

I  have  refigned  the  Prince's  Seal,  and  my  Lord  Hobart 
is  placed  I  made  the  Prince  laugh,  when  I  told  him  I 
refigned  it  with  more  comfort  than  I  received  it  ;  he  un- 
derftanding  me  that  I  had  changed  for  a  better:  But  after 
I  had  given  him  that  thought,  I  turned  it  upon  this,  that 
I  left  his  ftate  and  bufinefs  in  good  cafe,  whereof  I  gave 
him  a  particular  account. 

The  Queen  calleth  upon  me  for  the  matter  of  her  Houfe* 
wherein  your  Lordihip  and  my  Lord  Chamberlain  and  I 
dealt,  and  received  his  Majeftie's  dire&ion,  fo  that  I  fhall 
prepare  a  Warrant  firft  to  my  Lord  tfreafurer  and  Mr. 
Chancellor  (for  that  is  the  right  way)  to  advife  how  to 
fettle  it  by  alignment,  in  cafe  fhe  furvive  his  Majeftie* 
which  I  hope  in  God  {he  {hall  not. 

Her  defire  was  expreflly  and  of  her  felfe,  that  when  I 
had  prepared  a  warrant  to  be  fent  to  his  Majeftie,  I  fhould 
fend  it  by  your  Lordfhip's  hands. 

We  fit  in  Council,  that  is  all  I  can  yet  fay;  Sir  John 
Denham  is  not  come,  upon  whofe  comeing  the  King  (hall 
have  account  of  our  confultations  touching  Ireland,  which 
we  cannot  conclude,  till  we  have  fpoken  with  him;  God 
ever  preferve  and  profper  you. 

It  grieveth  me  much  that  I  cannot  hear  enough  of  his 
Majeftie's  good  difpofition  of  health,  and  his  pleafures, 
and  other  ordinary  occurrences  of  his  journey,  I  pray  your 
Lordfliip  will  direct  Mr.  Packer  to  write  to  me  fometime 
of  matters  of  that  kind ;  I  have  made  the  like  requeft  to 
Sir  Edward  Villiers,  by  whom  I  write  this  prefent,  to 
whofe  good  afic&ion  I  think  my  felfe  beholden,  as  I  do 

alfo 
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alfo  cfteem  him  much  for  his  good  parts,  befides  his  near- 
nefs  to  your  Lordfhip,  which  bindeth  me  above  all.  Tour 
Lordjhip's  moft  faithful  and  devoted  Friend  and  Servant, 

7  4r-  l6l7-  Fr.  Bacon,  C.S. 

To  the  renowned  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,   his 
dear  and  reverend  Mother. 

IAm  debtor  to  you  of  your  letters,   and  of  the  time 
likewife  that  I  have  taken,   to  anfwer  them.     But  as 
foon  as  I  could  chufe  what  to  think  on,   I  thought  good 
to  let  you  knowe ;.  that  although  you  may  erre  much  in 
your  valuation  of  me,    yet  you  fhall  not  be  deceived  in 
your  aflurance :   And  for  the  other  part  alfo,    though  the 
manner  be  to  mend  the  Pifture  by  the  Life,  yet  I  would 
be  glad  to  mend  the  Life  by  the  Pi  flu  re,  and  to  become 
and  be  as  you  exprefle  me  to  be.     Your  gratulations  fhall 
be  no  more  welcome  to  me,  than  your  bufinefs  or  occa- 
fions,  which  I  will  attend  -,  and  yet  not  fo,  but  that  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  prevent  them  by  my  care  of  your  good.  And 
fol  commend  you  to  God's  goodnefs.    Tour  moji  loving 
and  ajjured  Friend  and  Sonne > 

Gorbm&ury,  izJfr.  1617.  Fr.  BaCOn,   C.  S* 
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From  the  Original. 
To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham.' 


My  Jingular  good  Lord, 

I  Am  now  for  five  or  fix  days  retired  to  my  houfe  in 
the  countrey :  For  I  think  all  my  Lords  are  willing  to 
do  as  Scholars  do,  who  though  they  call  them  holy-days, 
yet  they  mean  them  play-days. 

We  purpofe  to  meet  again  on  Eajler-Monday,  and  go 
all  to  the  Spittall  Sermon  for  that  day,  and  therein  to  re- 
vive the  ancient  religious  manner  when  all  the  Council  ufed 
to  attend  thofe  fermons ;  which  fome  negledt  in  Queen  £- 
lizabeth's  time,  and  his  Majeftie's  great  devotion  in  the 
due  hearing  of  fermons  himfelf  with  his  Council  at  the 
Court  brought  into  defiietude.  But  now  our  attendance 
upon  his  Majeftie,  by  reafon  of  his  abfence  cannot  be,  it 
is  not  amifs  to  revive. 

I  perceive  by  a  letter  your  Lordfhip  did  write  fome* 
days  fince  to  my  Lord  Brackley,  that  your  Lordfhip  would 
have  the  King  fatisfied  by  prefidents,  that  Letters  Patents 
mought  be  of  the  dignity  of  an  Earldom  without  delivery 
of  the  Patent  by  the  King's  own  hand,  or  without  the  or- 
dinary folemnities  of  a  creation.  I  find  prefidents  fome- 
what  tending  to  the  fame  purpofe,  yet  not  matching  fully. 
But  howfoever  let  me  according  to  my  faithful  and  free 
manner  of  dealing  with  your  Lordfhip  fay  to  you,  that 
fince  the  King  means  it,  I  would  not  have  your  Lordfhip 
for  the  fatisfying  a  little  trembling  or  panting  of  the  heart 
in  my  Lord  or  Lady  Brackley,  to  expofe  your  Lordfhip's 
£lf,  or  my  felf  (whofe  opinion  would  be  thought  to  be  re* 

%  lyed 
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lyed  upon)  or  the  King  our  mafter  to  envy  with  the  No-^ 
bility  of  this  Realm ;  as  to  have  thefe  ceremonies  of  ho- 
nour difpenfed  with,  which  in  conferring  honour  have 
ufed  to  be  obferved,  like  a  kind  of  DoStor  Bullatus  with- 
out the  ceremony  of  a  commencement :  The  King  and 
you  know  I  am  not  ceremonious  in  nature,  and  therefore 
you  may  think  (if  it  pleafe  you)  I  do  k  in  Judgement. 
God  ever  preferve  you.  Tour  Lord/hi fs  moji  faithful  and 
devoted  Friend  and  Servant^ 

Gorbambury  13  April,  161 7.  Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 

I  purpofe  to  fend  the  prefidents  themfelves  by  my  Lord 
of  Bradley,  but  I  thought  fit  to  give  you  fome  tafte  of 
my  opinion  before. 

From  the  Original  & 

To  the  Earl  0/ Buckingham.  /f : 

Myfngular  good  Lord, 

I  Pray  your  Lordfhip  to  deliver  to  his  Majeftie  the  in- 
clofedL 
I  fend  your  Lordfhip  alfo  the  warrant  to  my  Lord  Trea- 
furer  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  *  Queen's 
Houfe,  it  is  to  come  againe  to  the  King,  when  the  bill  is 
drawn  for  the  Letters  Patents:  for  this  is  onely  the  warrant 
to  be  figned  by  his  Majeftie. 

I  afked  the  Queen  whether  (he  would  write  to  your 
Lordfhip  about  it;  her  anfwer  was  very  modeft  and  dis- 
creet, that  becaufe  it  proceeded  wholly  from  his  Majeftie'* 

*  Scmrftt-Htufe. 
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kyndnefs  and  goodnefs,  who  had  referred  it,  it  was  not  fo 
fit  for  her  to  write  to  your  Lordfhip  for  the  difpatch  of  it, 
but  (he  defired  me  to  thank  your  Lordfhip  for  your  for- 
mer care  of  it,  and  to  defire  you  to  continue  it :  And 
withal  (he  defireth  your  Lordfhip  not  to  prefs  his  Majeftie 
in  it,  but  to  take  his  beft  times.  This  anfwer  (becaufe 
I  like  it  fo  well)  I  write  to  you  at  large,  for  other  matter* 
I  will  write  by  the  next.  God  ever  profper  you  and  pre- 
ferve  you.  Tour  Lord/hips  mo/t  faithful  and  devoted 
Friend  and  Servant, 

London,  \<jApr.  1617.  Fr,  Bacon,  C.& 

From  the  Original 

To  the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  moji  excellent  Majejtie, 

MR.  Vicechamberlayn  hath  acquainted  my  felf  and 
the  reft  of  the  Commiflioners  for  the  Marriage 
with  Spain,  which  are  here  with  your  Majeftie's  inftru- 
dions,  figned  by  your  royal  hands,  touching  that  point 
of  the  fupprefiing  of  pirates,  as  it  hath  relation  to  his  ne- 
gotiation y  whereupon  we  met  yefterday  at  my  Lord  Ad- 
miraFs  at  Cbelfey,  becaufe  we  were  loth  to  draw  my  Lord 
into  the  air,  being  but  newly  upon  his  recovery. 

We  conceive  the  parts  of  the  bufinefs  are  four :  the 
charge,  the  confederations,  and  who  fhall  be  follicited  or 
retained  to  come  in,  the  forces  and  the  diftributions  of 
them,  and  the  enterprize.  We  had  onely  at  this  time 
-conference  amongft  our  felves,  and  fhall  appoint  (after 
the  holy  days)  times  for  the  calling  before  us  fuch  as  are 

fit, 
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fit,  and  thereupon  perform  all  the  parts  of  your  royal 
commandements. 

In  this  Conference  I  met  with  fomewhat,  which  I  muft 
confefle  was  altogether  new  to  me,  and  opened  but  darkly 
neither;  whereof  I  think  Mr.  Vicechamberlayn  will  give 
your  Majeftie  fome  light,  for  fo  we  wifhed.  By  occafion 
whereof  I  hold  it  my  duty  in  refpeft  of  the  great 
place  wherein  your  Majeftie  hath  fet  me  (being  onely 
made  worthy  by  your  grace)  which  maketh  it  decent  for 
me  to  counfel  you  adfummas  rerum  to  intimate  or  repre- 
fent  to  your  Majeftie  thus  much. 

I  do  forefee  in  my  fimple  judgement,  much  inconveni- 
ence to  infue,  if  your  Majeftie  proceed  to  this  treaty  with 
Spain,  and  that  your  Council  draw  not  all  one  way.  I 
faw  the  bitter  fruits  of  a  divided  Council  the  laft  Parle- 
ment;  I  faw  no  very  pleafant  fruits  thereof  in  the  matter 
of  the  Cloth.  This  will  be  of  equal  if  not  more  incon- 
venience ;  for  wberefoever  the  opinion  of  your  people  is  ma- 
terial (as  in  many  cafes  it  is  not)  there,  if  your  counfel 
be  united,  they  Jhall  be  able  almojl  to  give  law  to  opinion 
and  rumour ;  but  if  they  be  divided,  the  infufion  will  not 
be  according  to  the  jlrength  and  virtue  of  the  votes  of  your 
Council,  but  according  to  the  aptnefs  and  inclination  of  the 
papular.  This  I  leave  to  your  Majeftie  in  your  high  wif- 
dom  to  remedy.  Gnely  I  could  wifh  that  when  Sir  John 
Digby's  inftrudtions  are  perfected,  and  that  he  is  ready  to 
go,  your  Majeftie  would  be  pleafed  to  write  fome  formal 
letter  to  the  body  of  your  Council  (if  it  (hall  be  in  your 
abfence)  fignifying  to  them  your  refolution  in  general,  to 
the  end  that  when  deliberation  (hall  be  turn'd  into  refolu- 
tion, 
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tion,  no  man  howfoever  he  may  retain  the  inwardnefs  of 
his  opinion  may  be  adtive  in  contrarium. 

The  letters  of  my  Lords  of  the  Council  with  your 
Majeftie  touching  the  affairs  oi  Ireland  written  largely  and 
articulately,  and  by  your  Majeftie's  direction,  will  much 
facilitate  our  Labours  here ;  though  there  will  not  want 
matter  of  confultation  thereupon.  God  ever  preferve  your 
Majeftie  fafe  and  happy.  Tour  Majeftie9 s  moft  devoted  and 
obliged  Servant* 

London,  19  April,  1617.  Fr.  BaCOn,    C,S* 

\  From  the  Original. 

\ 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham, 

My  Jingular  good  Lord, 

I  Send  your  Lordfhip  according  to  the  direction  of  your 
letter,  a  note  of  the  prefidents  that  I  find  in  my  Lord 
Brackle/s  bufinefs ;  which  do  rather  come  near  the  cafe 
than  match  it.  Your  Lordfhip  knoweth  already  my  opi- 
nion, that  I  would  rather  have  you  conftant  in  the  mat- 
ter, than  inftant  for  the  time* 

I  fend  alfo  inclofed  an  account  of  Council  bufinefs  by 
way  of  remembrance  to  his  Majeftie,  which  it  may  pleafe 
you  to  deliver  to  him. 

The  Queen  returneth  her  thanks  to  your  Lordfhip,  fof 
the  difpatch  of  the  warrant  touching  her  Houfe ;  I  have 
not  yet  acquainted  the  Lord  Treajurer,  and  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  with  it  -,  but  I  purpofe  to  morrow  to  deli- 
ver them  the  warrant,  and  to  advife  with  them  for  the  ex©* 
cuting  the  fame* 

J  have 
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I  have  received  the  King's  letter  with  another  from  your 
Lordfhip,  touching  the  caufe  of  the  Officers,  and  Sir  Ar- 
thur Ingram y  whereof  I  will  be  very  careful  to  do  them 
juftice. 

Yefterday  I  took  my  place  in  Chancery,  which  I  hold 
ondy  from  the  King's  grace  and  favour,  and  your  conftant 
friendfhip.  There  was  much  ado,  and  a  great  deal  of 
world.  But  this  matter  of  pompe,  which  is  Heaven  to 
fome  men  is  Hell  to  me,  or  Purgatory  at  leaft.  It  is  true, 
I  was  glad  to  fee  that  the  King's  choice  was  fo  generally 
approved;  and  that  I  had  fo  much  intereft  in  men's  good 
wills  and  good  opinions,  becaufc  it  maketh  me  the  fitter 
inftrument  to  do  my  Matter  fervice,  and  my  Friend  alfo.  • 

After  I  was  fet  in  Chancery  I  publifhed  his  Majeftie's 
charge  which  he  gave  me  when  he  gave  me  the  Seal ;  and 
what  rules  and  refolutions  I  had  taken  for  the  fulfilling 
his  commandements.  I  fend  your  Lordfhip  a  *  copy  of*  Printed  in 
that  I  faid.  My  Lord  Hay  coming  to  take  his  leave  of  t£  p^£T 
me  two  days  before,  I  told  him  what  I  was  meditating, 
and  he  defired  me  to  fend  him  fome  remembrance  of  it; 
and  fo  I  could  not  but  fend  him  another  copy  thereof. 
Men  tell  me  it  hath  done  the  King  a  great  deal  of  ho* 
nour,  infomuch  that  fome  of  my  friends  that  are  wife  men, 
and  no  vain  ones,  did  not  flick  to  fay  to  me  that  there 
was  not  thefe  feven  years  fuch  a  preparation  for  a  Par  le- 
nient ;  which  was  a  commendation  I  confefs  pleafed  me 
-well.  I  pray  take  fome  fit  time  to  fhew  it  his  Majeftie, 
becaufc  if  I  mifunderftood  him  in  any  thing  I  may  amend 
it,  becaufc  I  know  his  judgment  is  higher  and  deeper  than 
mine. 

I  take  infinite  contentment  to  hear  his  Majeftie  is  in 

G  great 
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great  good  health  and  vigour ;  I  pray  God  preferve  and 
continue  it.  Thus  wifliing  you  well  above  all  men  living 
next  my  Mafter  and  his ;  I  reft,  Tour  true  and  devoted 
Friend  and  Servant, 

Dorfet-Houfc,  which  puttcth 
me  in  mind  to  thank  your  t>-  yv,-^..    r*  c 

LonMiip  for  your  care  of  *  F-  *»«»*  C.  & 

me  touching  Y§rk-Hotifep 
8  May,  1617. 

An  account  of  Council  buflnefs^    and  of  other 
matters  committed  to  me  by  his  Majeftie. 

FIrft,  Tor  May-day,  at  which  time  there  was  great  ap* 
prehenfion  of  tumult  by  Prentices,  and  loofe  people^ 
there  was  never  fuch  a  ftill.  The  remedies  that  did  theef- 
fe&  were  three. 

Firji,  The  putting  in  mufter  of  the  Trayned  Bands  and 
Military  Bands  in  a  brave  fafhion  that  way.  Next,  the 
laying  a  ftrait  charge  upon  the  Mayor,  and  Aldermen  for 
the  City,  and  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Suburbs,  that 
the  Prentices  and  others  mought  go  abroad  with  their  flags 
and  other  gauderys ,  but  without  weapon  of  (hot  and 
pique,  as  they  formerly  took  liberty  to  do :  Which  charge 
was  exceeding  well  performed  and  obeyed.  And  the  lajt 
was,  that  we  had  according  to  our  warrant  dormant,, 
ftrengthen'd  our  Commifiions  of  the  peace  in  London  and 
Middlefex  with  new  claufes  of  Lieutenancy,  which  as  foon 
as  it  was  known  abroad  all  was  quiet  by  the  terror  k 
wrought.  This  I  write,  becaufe  it  maketh  good  my  fur- 
ther aflurance  I  gave  his  Majeftie  at  his  firft  removes,  that 
all  fhould  be  quiet,  for  which  I  received  his  thanks. 

For  the  Irijh  affairs,,  I  received  this  day  his  Majeftie'a 

letter 
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letter  to  the  Lords,  which  we  have  not  yet  opened,  but 
fhall  fit  upon  them  this  afternoon.  I  do  not  forget,  be- 
fides  the  points  of  ftate,  to  put  my  Lord  Treafurer  in  re- 
membrance, that  his  Majeftie  laid  upon  him  the  care  of 
the  improvement  of  the  revenue  of  Ireland  by  all  good 
means,  of  which  I  find  his  Lordfhip  very  careful,  and  I 
will  help  him  the  beft  I  can. 

The  matter  of  the  revenue  of  the  Recufants  here  in  Eng- 
land, I  purpofe  to  put  forward  by  a  conference  with  my 
Lord  of  Canterbury,  upon  whom  the  King  layd  it,  and 
upon  Secretary  Winwood;  and  becaufe  it  is  matter  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  my  Lord  Treafurer  and  Mr.  Chancellor ; 
and  after  to  take  the  afliftance  of  Mr.  Attorney,  and  the 
learned  Counfel,  and  when  we  have  put  it  in  a  frame  to 
cenifie  his  Majeftie. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  Pyrates  is,  I  doubt  not,  by  this 
time  come  to  his  Majeftie  upon  the  letters  of  us  the  Com- 
miffioners,  whereof  I  took  fpecial  care  5  and  I  muft  fay  I 
find  a  Mx.Vice-Cbamberlayn  a  good  able  man  with  his  pen. 
But  to  fpeak  of  the  main  bufinefs,  which  is  the  Match 
with  Spain,  the  King  knows  my  mind  by  a  former  letter, 
that  I  would  be  glad  it  proceeded  with  an  united  counfel ; 
not  but  that  votes  and  thoughts  are  to  be  free :  But  yet  af- 
ter a  King  hath  refolved  all  men  ought  to  co-operate,  and 
neither  to  be  a&ive  nor  much  loquutive  in  oppojitum\  es- 
pecially in  a  cafe  where  a  few  diflenting  from  the  reft  may 
hurt  the  bufinefs  mforofama. 

Yefterday,  which  was  my  weary  day,  I  bid  all  the 
Judges  to  dinner,  (which  was  not  ufed  to  be)  and  enter- 
tained diem  in  a  private  withdrawing  chamber,  with  the 

•  Sir  JebnDigbj,  afterwards  Earl  of  Briftol. 

G  2  learned 
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learned  Counfel.    When  the  feaft  was  paffed,  I  came  a- 
niongft  them  and  fet  me  down  at  the  end  of  the  table 
and  prayed  them  to  think  I  was  one  of  them,  and  but  a 
Foreman.     I  told  them  I  was  weary  and  therefore  muftjj^ 
fhort,  and  that  I  would  now  fpeak  to  them  upon  two 
points :   Whereof  the  one  was,    that  I  would  tell  them 
plainly  that  I  was  firmly  perfwaded,  that  the  former  dip. 
cords  and  differences  between  the  Chancery  and  other 
Courts  were  but  flefh  and  blood,  and  that  now  the  men 
were  gone  the  matter  was  gone ;  and  that  for  my  part  aa 
I  would  not  fufFer  any  the  leaft  diminution  or  derogation 
from  the  ancient  and  due  power  of  the  Chancery*  fo  if  a- 
ny  thing  fhouid  be  brought  to  them  at  any  time  touching 
the  proceedings  of  the  Chancery,  which  did  feem  to  them 
exorbitant  or  inordinate,    that  they  fhouid  freely  and 
friendly  acquaint  me  with  it,  and  we  fhouid  foon  agree ;  or 
if  not,  we  had  a  Matter  that  could  eafily  both  difcern  and 
rule.    At  which  fpeech  of  mine,  befides  a  great  deal  of 
thanks  and  acknowledgement,  I  did  fee  chear  and  com- 
fort in  their  faces  as  if  it  were  a  new  world 

The  fecond  point  was,  that  I  let  them  know  how  H5r. 
Majeftie  at  his  going  gave  me  charge  to  call  and  receive 
from  them  the  accounts  of  their  Circuits,  according  to  his 
Majeftie's  former  prescript  to  be  fet  down  in  writing;  and 
that  I  was  to  tranfmit  the  writiflgs.themfelves  to  his  Ma* 
jeftie,  and  accordingly  as  foon  a*  I  have  received  them  I 
will  fend  them  to  his  Majeftie* 

Some  two  days  before  I  had  a  conference  with  fbm^ 

Judges,  (not  all,  but  fuch  as  I  did  choofe)  touching  the. 

High  Comipiffion,  and  the  extending  of  the  feme  in  fomc. 

points,  which  I  fee  I  fhall  be.  able  tQ  difpatch  by  confer 

i  without 
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without  his  Majcftie's  further  trouble. 

I  did  call  upon  the  Committees  alfo  for  the  proceeding 
in  the  purging  of  Sir  Edward  CokSs  Reports,  which  I  fee 
they  goon  with  ferioufly  K 

Thanks  be  to  God,  we  have  not  much  to  do  for  maN 
ters  of  Council,  and  I  fee  now  that  his  Majeftie  is  as  well 
able  by  his  letters  to  govern  England  from  Scotland,  as  he 
was  to  govern  Scotland  from  England. 

*  Some  time  before  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Coke  wai  difcharged  from  his  placer 
n  November  1 61 6,  enquiry  was  made  by  the  King's  command  into  fome  opinions 
delivered  in  his  Reports  as  refolutions  of  the  Coorc,  which  were  {aid  to  be  extra- 
judicial, and  detrimental  to  the  King's  prerogative,  the  Church,  &t.  and  the 
tune  being  referred  to  the  examination  of  a  Committee,  as  appears  at  large  in  the 
introduction  to,  and  notes  on  Sir  Francis  Bacon's  Letters,  Sir  Edward  Coke  re* 
ftrn'd  his  anfwers  to  the  objections  that  were  then  made ;  but  the  Committee  be- 
ing again  called  upon,  it  is  prefumed  all  proceedings  were  flopped  by  the  media- 
tion of  the  Lord  Buckingham  on  the  treaty  of  a  Match  between  his  Brother  Sir 
John  Filliers  and  a  Daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Cojk. 

A  Note  of  fome  Prefidents,  as  come  nearefi  the 
Cafe  of  the  Lord  Brackley ;  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  Letter. 

THE  Lord  Hay  was  created  Baron  of  Sawley,  z2  Ju~ 
nit,  1 3  Regis,  without  the  ceremony  of  robing,  (a& 
I  take  it)  but  then  the  Patent  was  (as  I  conceive  it  alfo) 
delivered  to  the  perfon  of  the  (aid  Lord  Hay>  by  the  King's* 
own  hands;  and  again  the  dignity  of  a  Baron  hath  inci- 
dent to  it  onely  the  ceremony  of  Robes,  and  not  the  cin* 
Sure  of  the  Sword,  Coronet,  &c. 

The  Duke  of  Lenox  was  created  Earl  of  Richmond  .6 
OEhbris  ii  Regis  without  any  the  ceremonies,  (as  I  take 
it)  but  the  Patent  {as  I  conceiye  it  alio),  was  delivered  to 
Ac  perfon  of  the  faid  Duke  with  the  hands  of  the  King ; 

and! 
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and  again  in  regard  he  was  inverted  of  the  fuperior  digni- 
ty of  Duke  of  Scotland,  the  ceremonies  were  not  fo  fit  to 
bt  iterated. 

King  Henry  VII  created  Edward  Courtney  Knight, 
Earl  of  Devon,  26  Oftobris  i°  Regni,  Tejle  meipfo  apud 
Weflmonajlerium,  &c.  whereby  it  may  be  collected  that  it 
was  done  without  the  folemnities;  for  that  where  the  fo- 
lemnities  were  performed,  it  hath  uled  to  be  with  a  hi/be 
teflibus,  and  not  Te/le  meipfo  -,  and  whether  it  were  deli- 
vered with  the  King's  hand  or  not  it  appears  not. 

Edward  VI.  created  William  Earl  of  EJfex  Marquis  of 
Northampton,  16  Feb.  1  Edw.  VI.  and  it  is  mentioned  to 
be  per  cinSturam  gladii,  cappam  honoris,  £f  circuit  au- 
rei  Impojitionem,  but  whether  the  delivery  was  by  the 
King's  own  hand  non  conjlat,  but  it  was  Tefle  meipfo  and 
not  hifce  teflibus. 

The  fame  King  created  John  Vifcount  Uljle  Earl  of 
Warwick  the  lame  time,  and  it  is  mentioned  to  be  per 
cinEiuram  gladii,  tSc.  but  it  was  Tefle  meipfo,  and  not 
hifce  tejlibus. 

Edward  VI.  created  Thomas  Lord  Wriothejley  Earl  of 
Southampton  in  the  fame  day,  and  in  the  fame  manner, 
with  a  Tejte  meipfo  and  not  Hifce  Tefiibus.  Thefe  three 
creations  being  made  upon  one  day,  and  when  the  King 
was  a  child  of  about  nine  years  old,  and  in  the  very  en- 
trance of  his  reign ;  for  the  Patents  bear  date  at  the  Tower 
of  London,  doth  make  me  conjecture  that  all  the  folemni- 
ties  were  performed,  but  whether  the  King  endured  to  be 
prefent  at  the  whole  ceremony,  and  to  deliver  the  Patents 
with  his  own  hand,  I  doubt}  for  that  I  find  that  the  ve- 
ry 
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tj  felf  fame  day,  year  and  place,  the  King  created  his  Un- 
cle the  Earl  of  Hartford,  to  be  Duke  of  Somerfetper  tin- 
Bur  am  gladii,  Cappam  Honoris,  &  Circuit  aurei  impojr 
tionem,  &  traditionem  Virgula  aurea,  with  a  hifce  Te/ti- 
bus  and  not  Tejle  meipfoy  and  wifh  a  Datum  per  marius  no* 
flras:  But  thefe  things  are  but  conje&ural. 

I  find  no  prefidents  for  a  Non  pbftante,  or  a  difpenfa- 
tion  with  the  folemnities,  as  the  Lord  Bracklefs  bill  was 
penned 

From  the  Original.  J 

To  the  Lord  Keeper. 

My  honoured  Lord, 

I  Have  acquainted  his  Majeftie  with  your  letter,  and  the 
papers  that  came  inclofed,  who  is  exceedingly  well  fa- 
tisfyed  with  that  account  you  have  given  him  therein,  es- 
pecially with  the  fpeech  you  made  at  the  taking  of  your 
place  in  the  Chancery.  Whereby  his  Majeftie  perceivcth 
that  you  have  not  onely  given  proof  how  well  you  under- 
ftand  the  place  of  a  Chancellory  but  done  him  much  right 
alfo,  in  giving  notice  unto  thofe  that  were  prefent,  that 
youhad  received  fuch  inftru&ions  from  his  Majeftie;  whofe 
honour  will  be  fo  much  the  greater,  in  that  all  men  will 
acknowledge  the  Sufficiency  «and  worthinefs  of  his  Maje- 
ftie's  choyce,  in  preferring  a  man  of  fuch  abilitys  to  that 
place*  which  befides  cannot  but  be  a  great  advancement 
and  furtherance  to  his  fervice :  And  I  can  afliire  your  Lord- 
fhip,  that  his  Majeftie  was  never  fo  well  pleafed,  as  he  is 
with  this  account  you  have  given  him  of  this  paflage* 

b  Thus. 
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Thbs  with  die  remembrance  Of  my  fervicc,  I  reft,  Tour 
Lordjhifs  ever  at  command, 

Edinburgh,  it  May  1617.  G.  Buckingham* 

From  the  Original,  ft 

To  the  Lord  Keeper. 

My  very  good  Lord,  i 

IKnowe  your  Lordfhip  hath  a  fpecial  care  of  any  thing 
that  concerneth  the  Queen.  She  was  entred  into  di£- 
like  of  her  Sollicitor,  this  bearer  Mr.  Lowder,  andrefolnte 
in  it.  To  ferve,  and  not  to  pleafe,  is  no  man's  condition. 
Therefore  upon  knowledge  of  her  pleafure  he  was  wil- 
ling to  part  with  his  place,  upon  hopes  not  to  be  dcilidf- 
ted,  but  to  be  preferred  to  one  of  the  Baron's  places  in  Ire- 
land. I  pray  move  the  King  for  him,  and  let  his  Maje* 
fide  know  from  me  that  I  think  (howfoever  he  pleafed  not 
here)  he  is  fit  to  do  his  Majeftie  fervice  in  that  place,  he 
is  grave  and  formal  (which  is  fomewhat  there)  arid  fiiffi- 
cient  enough  for  that  place.  The  Queen  hath  made 
Mr.  Hackwell  her  Sollicitor,  who  hath  for  a  long  time 
taken  much  pains  in  her  bufinefle,  wherein  fhe  hath  done 
Well.  He  was  an  oppofite  in  Parliament,  as  Jones  was, 
that  the  King  hath  made  CbitfJujKce  of  Ireland.  But  I 
hold  it  no  ill  counfel  to  joine,  of  to  remove  fuch  men. 
God  preferve  and  profper  you.  Tour  true  and  devoted 
Friend  and  Servant, 

mutbsii,  2$  mmj.  i6j7.  Fr.  Bacon*  C.  S. 

From 
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From  the  Original. 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Shall  write  to  your  Lordfhip  of  a  bufineffe  which 
your  Lordfhip  may  think  to  concern  my  felf ;  but  I 
do  think  it  concerneth  your  Lordfhip  much  more.  For 
as  for  me,  as  my  judgment  is  not  fo  weak,  to  think  it 
can  do  me  any  hurt,  fo  my  love  to  you  is  fo  ftrong,  as 
I  would  prefer  the  good  of  you  and  yours,  before  mine 
own  particular. 

It  feemeth  Secretary  Winwood  hath  officioufly  bufied 
Iximfelf  to  make  a  match  between  your  Brother  and  Sir 
JLdward  Coke's  Daughter -,  and  as  we  hear,  he  doth  it  ra- 
ther to  make  a  faction,  than  out  of  any  great  affedtion  to 
your  Lordfhip.    It  is  true,  he  hath  the  confent  of  Sir  Ed- 
"zaard  Coke  (as  we  hear)  upon  reafonable  conditions  for 
your  Brother,  and  yet  no  better,    than  without  queftion 
xiiay  be  found  in  fome  other  matches.     But  the  Mother's 
confent  is  not  had,  nor  the  young  gentlewoman's,   who 
expe&eth  a  great  fortune  from  her  Mother,  which  with- 
out her  confent  is  endangered.     This  match,  out  of  my 
faith  and  freedom  towards  your  Lordfhip,  I  hold  very  in- 
convenient both  for  your  Brother,  and  your  felf. 

Firft,  He  fhall  marry  into  a  difgraced  houfe,  which  in 
reafon  of  ftate  is  never  held  good. 

Next,  He  fhall  marry  into  a  troubled  houfe  of  Man 
and  Wife,  which  in  Religion  and  Chriftian  difcretion,  is 
difliked. 

H  "Thirdly, 
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thirdly.  Your  Lordfhip  will  go  near  to  loofe  all  fiich 
your  friends  as  are  adverfe  to  Sir  Edward  Coke,  (my  felf 
onely  except,  who  out  of  a  pure  love  and  thankfulnefs 
fhall  ever  be  firm  to  you.) 

And  laftly ,  and  chiefly,  (believe  it)  it  will  greatly  weaken 
and  di  draft  the  King's  fervice ;  for  though  in  regard  of 
the  King's  great  wifdom  and  depth,  I  am  perfuaded  thafe- 
things  will  not  follow  which  they  imagine ;  yet  opinion 
win  do  a  great  deal  of  harm,  and  caft  the  King  back,  and 
make  him  relapfe  into  thofe  inconveniencya  which  are 
mm  well  on  to  be  recovered. 

Therefore  my  advice  is,  and  your  Lordfhip  fhall  <k> 
your  felf  a  great  deal  of  honour ;  if  according  to  religion 
and  die  law  of  God,  your  Lordfhip  will  fignifie  unto  my 
Lady  year  Mother,  that  your  defire  is,  that  the  mar- 
riage be  not  prefled  or  proceeded  in  without  the  confent 
4rif  both  Parents,  and  fo  either  break  it  altogether,  or  defer 
any  farther  delay  in  it,  till  your  Lordfhip's  return  r  and 
;  this  the  rather,  for  that  (befides  the  inconvenience  of  the 
matter  it  felf)  it  hath  been  carried  fo  harfhly  and  inconfi- 
deratdyby Secretary  Witwo*d>  as  for  doubt  that  the  Fa- 
ther fhould  takeaway  the  maiden  by  force;  the  Mother  to, 
gpt  the  ftart  hath  eonveyed  her  away  fecretly  *  which  is  ill 
of  all  fides.  Thus  hoping  your  Lordfhip  will  not  onely 
accept  well,  but  believe  my  faithful  advice,  who  by  my 
great  experience  in  the  world,  muft  needs  fee  further  than, 
your  Lordfhip  can,  I  ever  reft,  Tour  Lord/hip9 s  true  and 
tnojl  devoted  Friend  and  Servant, 

Fr.  Bacon..  C.  S.. 
I  have: 
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I  have  not  heard  from  your  Lordfhip  fince  I  feat  the 
King  my  bit  account  of  Council  bu&ncAs  -,  but  I  aflure  my 
(elf  you  receiv'd  it,  becaufe  I  fent  at  the  fame  time  a  pack- 
et to  Secretary  Laque  who  hath  fignifyed  to  me  that  he 
hath  received  it. 

I  pray  your  Lordfhip  deliver  to  his  Majeftie  this  little 
note  of  Chancery  bufinefs. 

12  JmIj.  1617. 

From  the  Original. 

to  ^KIN  G. 

It  may  fleafe  your  moji  excellent  Majeftie  f 

I  Think  it  agreeable  to  my  duty,  and  the  great  obliga- 
tion, wherein  I  am  tyed  to  your  Majeftie,  to  be  freer 
than  other  Men  in  giving  your  Majeftie  faithful  counfel, 
while  things  are  in  paffing ;  and  more  bound  than  other 
men  in  doing  your  commandements,  when  your  refolu- 
tion  k  fetlcd,  and  made  known  to  me. 

I  {hall  therefore  moil  humbly  crave  pardon  from  your 
Majeftie,  if  in  plainnefs  and  no  lefs  humhlenels,  I  deliver 
to  your  Majeftie  my  honeft,  and  diflinterefled  opinion,  in 
<&e1xffinefs  of  the  match  of  Sir  John  Villiers,  which  1 
take  td1*e  magnum  inparvo :  preferring  always  the  lawi 
and  duties  of  a  firm  friendfhip  to  my  Lord  of  Bucking- 
ham, whom  I  tfrill  never  ceafe  to  love,  and  to  whom  I  have 
written  already,  but  have  not  heard  yet  from  his  Lord- 
fhip. 

But  firft,  I  have  three  fuits  to  make  to  your  Majeftie^ 
hoping  well,  you  will  grant  them  all. 

Hz  The 
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The  firji  is,  that  if  there  be  any  merit  in  drawing  on 
that  match  ;  your  Majeftie  would  beftow  the  thanks  not 
upon  the  zeal  of  Sir  Edward  Coke  to  pleafe  your  Majeftie, 
nor  upon  the  eloquent  perfuafions  or  pragmaticals  of 
Mr.  Secretary  Winwood-y  but  upon  them,  that  carrying 
your  commandements  and  diredtions  with  ftrength  and 
juftice,  in  the  matter  of  the  Governour  of  Diepe*  ;  in  the 
matter  of  Sir  Robert  Rich-,  and  in  the  matter  of  protect- 
ing the  Lady,  according  to  your  Majeftie's  commando- 
ment ;  have  fo  humbled  Sir  Edward  Coke,  as  he  feeketk 
now  that  with  fubmiffion,  which  (as  your  Majeftie  know- 
eth)  before  he  rejedted  with  fcorn  :  for  this  is  the  true 
Orator,  that  hath  perfuaded  this  bufinefle ;  as  I  doubt  not 
but  your  Majeftie  in  your  excellent  wifdom  doth  eafily 
difcern. 

My  fecond  fuit  is,  that  your  Majeftie  would  not  think 
.me  fo  pufillanimous,  as  that  I,  that  when  I  was  but 
Mr.  Bacon,  had  ever  (through  your  Majeftie's  favour)  good 
reaibn  at  Sir  Edward  Coke's  hands,  when  he  was  at  the 
greateft ;  fliould  now  that  your  Majeftie  of  your  great 
goodnefs,  hath  placed  me  fo  near  your  chair,  (being  as  I 
hope  by  God's  grace,  and  your  inftru&ions,  made  a  fer- 
vant  according  to  your  heart  and  hand)  fear  him  or  take 
umbrage  of  him,  in  refpedtof  mine  own  particular. 

My  third  fuit  is,  that  if  your  Majeftie  be  refolved  the 
match  ihall  go  on,  after  you  have  heard  my  reafons  to  the 

•  All  that  I  have  fcen  relating  to  the  difference  between  the  Governour  of  Dispe, 
and  Sir  EJtoarJ  C$kty  is  contained  in  a  letter  of  Secretary  Winmoofs  to  my  Lord 
of  Buikin^bum*  dated  the  29th  of  Junt  this  year,  and  in  thefe  words.  "  Sir 
•'  RJwarJ  C*k*  hath  oonfigned  into  the  hands  of  the  Lords  2400/.  for  the  fatis- 
••  faction  of  the  Frtncb  Ambaflador,  in  the  caufc  which  concerneth  the  Governour 

contrary^ 
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co:r^  *rary,  I  may  receive  therein  your  particular  will  and 
co^rxnmandements  from   your  felf  -,    that  I  may  conform 
vary    ^elf  thereunto  y  imagining  with  my  felf  (though  J 
will  not  wager  on  women's  minds)   that  I  can   prevail 
more  with  the  Mother,  than  any  other  man.     For  if  I 
(hould  be  requefted  in  it  from  my  Lord  of  Buckingham, 
the  anfwers  of  a  true  friend  ought  to  be,  that  I  had  ra- 
ther go  againft  his  mind  than  againft  his  good  :  but  your 
Majeftie  I  muft  obey  sandbefides  I  (hall  conceive  that  your 
Majeftie  out  of  your  great  wifdom  and  depth,   doth  fee 
thole  things  which  I  fee  not. 

I^ow  therefore,  not  to  hold  your  Majeftie  with  many 
words,  (which  do  but  drown  matter)  let  me  moft  humbly 
defire  your  Majeftie,  to  take  into  your  royal  confideration,. 
*hat  the  ftate  is  at  this  time  not  onely  in  good  quiet  and 
Qbedience,  but  in  good  affedtion  and  difpofition.    Your 
^ajeftie's  prerogative  and  authority  having  rifen  fbrnejuft 
Agrees  above  the  Horizon  more  than  heretofore  j  which 
*^*h  difperfed  vapors :  your  Judges  are  in  good  temper  5, 
Jo^xr  Juftices  of  peace  (which  is  the  body  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  England)   grow  to  be  loving  and  obfequious, 
*°      fee  weary  of  the  humour  of  ruffling  ;    all  mutinous 
Spirits  grow  to  be  a  little  poor,  and  to  draw  in  their  horns ; 
ancl    not  the  lefs  for  your  Majeftie's  difaudtorizing  the 
**^x*  J  fpeak  of..    Now  then  I  reafonably  doubt,  that  if 
th^re   be  but   an  opinion   of  his  coming  in,  with  the 
ffr^ngth  of  fuch  an  alliance ;    it  will  give  a  turn  and  re- 
10-^fc  in  mens  minds,  into  the  former  ftate  of  things,  hardi- 
ly to  be  holpen,  to  the  great  weakening  of  your  Majeftie  :S 
(Service. 

Again*  your  Majeftie  may  have  perceived,,  that  as  far  a9 

it 
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it  was  fit  for  me  in  modefty  to  advifc,  I  was  ever  for  a 
Patflement,  (which  feemeth  to  me  to  be  car  do  rerum  er 
fumma  fummarum  for  the  prefent  occafions.)  But  this  my 
advice  was  ever  conditional ;  that  your  Majejtie  Jhould  go 
to  a  Parlement  with  a  council  united  and  not  dijlraStedz 
and  that  your  Majeftie  will  give  me  leave  never  to  expeft, 
if  that  man  come  in.  Not  for  any  difference  of  mine 
own ;  (for  I  am  omnibus  omnia  for  you  Majeftie's  fervioe) 
but  becaufe  he  is  by  nature  unfociable,  and  by  habit  popu- 
lar, and  too  old  now  to  take  a  new  plye.  And  men  begin 
already  to  colled,  yea  and  to  conclude,  that  he  that  raifetk 
fuch  a  fmoke  to  get  in,  will  fet  all  on  fire  when  he  is  in. 

It  may  pleafe  your  Majeftie,  now  I  have  faid,  I  have; 
done :  and  as  I  think  I  have  done  a  duty  not  unworthy 
the  firft  year  of  your  laft  high  favour ;  I  mod  humbly 
pray  your  Majeftie  to  pardon  me,  if  in  any  thing,  I  have 
erred :  for  my  errours  (hall  always  be  fupplied  by  obedi- 
ence ;  and  fo  I  conclude  with  my  prayers,  for  the  happy 
prefervation  of  your  Majeftie's  perfon  and  eftate.  Tour 
Majejtie' s  moft  bumble,  bounden,  and  mqfi  devoted  Servant, 

From  Gorbambury,  this  t?„   »„„     r   C 

*sth  of  July,  1617.  * r-  tfacon.  C.  b. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Do  think  long  to  hear  from  your  Lordftiip,  touchSfe 
my  laft  Letter,  wherein  I  gave  you  my  opinion  touch* 
ing  your  Brother's  match.  As  I  then  (hewed  my  diflike  v£ 
the  matter,  fo  the  carriage  of  it  here  in  the  manner  I 

diflike 
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diflike  as  much.  If  your  Lordfhip  think  it  is  humour  or 
intereft  in  me  that  leads  me,  God  judge  my  fincerity.  But 
I  muft  fay,  that  in  your  many  noble  favours  towards  me, 
they  ever  moved  and  flowed  from  your  felf,  and  not  from 
•By  of  your  friends  whatfoever :  and  therefore  in  requital, 
give  me  leave,  that  my  counfels  to  you  again  be  referred 
49  your  happinefs,  and  not  to  the  defires  of  any  of  your 
friends.  I  (hall  ever  give  you,  as  I  give  my  Mailer,  fafe 
emmkl  and  fuch  as  time  will  approve. 

I  received  yefterday  from  Mr.  Attorney  the  Queen's  bill, 
which  I  fend  yourLorcUhip.  The  payment  is  not  out  of 
fafide,  but  out  of  die  cuftoms,  and  fo  it  can  be  but  the 
rent.  Tour  Lordfhip  remembreth,  it  is  but  in  a  eafe, 
wfcieh  Ihope  fhall  never  be  ;  that  is,  after  hisMajeftieV 
death,  if  fhe  furvive.  God  ever  blefe  and  direft  you. 
TTwr  Lord/hip's  mofr  faithful  and  devoted  Friend  and 
Stpvant, 

***$%: **. S*  Fr.  ^con.  a  & 

From  the  Original  in  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  Library. 
To  the  K  I  N  G. 

It  may  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majeftie, 

I  Dare  not  prefume  any  more  to  reply  upon  your  Majeftier 
but  I  referve  my  Defence  till  I  attend  your  Majeftie  at 
your  happy  return:  when  I  hope  verily  to  approve  my 
felf,  not  onely  a  true  fervant  to  your  Majeftie,  but  a  true 
friend  to  my  Lord  of  Buckingham  ;  and  for  the  times 
alio  i  Ihope  to  give  your  Majeftie  a  good  account,  though 

diftance 
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dtftance  of  place  may  obfeure  than.  But  there  is  one 
part  of  your  Majeftie's  letter,  that  I  could  be  fony  to  take 
time  to  anfwer ;  which  is  that  your  Majeftie  conceives, 
that  whereas  I  wrote  thaf  the  beighth  of  my  Lord's  fortune 
might  make  him  fecure,  I  mean  that  he  was  turned  proud, 
or  unknowing  of  him&lf ;  furely  the  opinion  I  ever  had 
of  my  Lord  (whereof  your  Majeftie  is  beft  witnefe)  is  far 
item  that.  But  my  meaning  was  plain  and  fimpk,  fktt 
his  Lordfhip  might  through  his  great  fortune,  be  the  left 
apt  to  caft  and  forefee  the  unfaithfulnefs  of  friends,  and 
the  malignity  of  enemies,  and  accidents  of  time.  Which 
is  a  judgement  (your  Majeftie  knoweth  better  than  I)  thit 
the  beft  authors  make  of  the  beft,  and  beft  tempered  Spi- 
rits, ut  funt  res  humana  ;  infomuch  that  GuicciarOm 
maketh  the  judgement  (not  of  a  particular  perfon)  but  of 
the  wifcft  State  of  Europe,  the  Senate  of  Venice ;  what 
lie  faith  their  profperity  had  made  them  fecure,  and  under- 
weighers  of  perils.  Therefore  I  befeech  your  Majeftie  to 
deliver  me  in  this  from  any  the  leaft  imputation  to  my 
dear  and  noble  Lord  my  friend.  And  fo  expe&ing,  that 
that  Sun  which  when  it  went  from  us  left  us  cold  weather, 
and  flow  it  is  returned  towards  us  hath  brought  with  it  a 
blcffcd  harveft;  will,  when  it  cometh  to  us,  difpel  and 
difperfc  all  mifts  and  miftakings.  Tour  Majejiies  moft 
humble  and  moji  devoted  Servant, 

M  !■•  l6,7-  Fr.  Bacon."  C  S. 
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From  the  Original. 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

Since  my  laft  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  did  firft  fend  for 
Mr.  Attorney  general,    and  made  him  know,    that 
fince  I  heard  from  Court,  I  was  refolved  to  further  the 
match  and  the  conditions  thereof  for  your  Lordfhip's 
Brother's  advancement  thebeft  I  could.     I  did  fend  alfo  to 
my  Lady  Hatton  and  fome  other  fpecial  friends,  to  let  them 
know,  I  would  in  any  thing  declare  my  felf  for  the  match  > 
which  I  did  to  the  end,  that  if  they  had  any  apprehenfion. 
of  my  affiftance,  they  mought  be  difcouraged  in  it     I 
fen!  alio  to  Sir  John  Butler,   and  after  by  letter  to  my 
Lady  your  Mother,  to  tender  my  performance  of  any  good 
office  towards  the  match  or  the  advancement  from  the 
Mother.     This  was  all  I  could  think  of  for  the  prefent. 

I  did  ever  forefee,  that  this  alliance  would  go  near  to 
lcefe  me  your  Lordfhip,  that  I  hold  fo  dear ;  and  that  was 
the  only  refpedt  particular  to  my  felf  that  moved  me  to 
he  as  I  was,  till  I  heard  from  you.  But  I  will  rely  upon 
your  conftancy  and  nature  and  my  own  deferving,  and  the 
firm  tye  we  have  in  refpedt  of  the  King's  fervice. 

In  the  mean  time  I  mull  a  little  complain  to  your  Lord- 
fhip, that  I  do  hear  my  Lady  your  Mother  and  your  Brother 
$n  John  do  fpeak  of  me  with  fome  bitternefs  and  neglect. 
Imuftbear  with  the  one  as  a  Lady,  and  the  other  as  a  Lo- 
ver, and  with  both  for  your  Lordfhip's  fake,  whom  I  will 
make  judge  of  any  thing  they  fhall  have  againft  me.     But 

I  I  hope 
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I  hope  though  I  be  a  true  fervant  to  your  Lordfhip,  you 
will  not  have  me  to  be  a  vaffal  to  their  paffions,  fpecially 
as  long  as  they  are  governed  by  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  Se- 
cretary JVinwoody  the  latter  of  which  I  take  to  be  the 
worft;  for  Sir  Edward  Coke,  I  think  is  more  modeft  and 
difcreet.  Therefore  your  Lordfhip  fhall  do  me  right,  and 
yet  I  fhall  take  it  for  favour,  if  you  fignify  to  them  that 
you  have  received  fatisfaftion  from  me,  and  would  have 
them  ufe  me  friendly,  and  in  good  manner.  God  keep  us 
from  thefe  long  journeys  and  abfence,  which  make  mifun- 
derftandings,  and  give  advantage  to  untruth,  and  God  ever 
profper  and  preferve  your  Lordfhip.  Tour  Lord/hip's  true 
and  devoted  Friend  and  Servant, 

Gorbamb*ry,\hh  23*  Fr.  BaCOn,    C.  S. 

ox  Aug.  161 7. 

From  the  Original*  $ 
A  Memorial  for  your  Majeftie. 

ALthough  I  doubt  not  but  your  Majeftie's  own  me- 
mory and  care  of  your  affaires,  will  put  you  in 
mind  of  all  things  convenient,  againft  you  fhall  meet 
with  your  Council,  yet  fome  particulars  I  thought  it  not 
unfit  to  reprefent  unto  your  Majeftie ;  becaufe  they  pafled 
the  labour  of  your  Council. 

I.  Some  time  before  your  departure,  here  was  delivered 
unto  you  by  the  Officers  of  your  Exchequer,  a  com- 
putation of  your  revenue  and  expence,  wherein  was  ex- 
prefled  that  your  revenue  ordinary,  was  not  only  equal  to 
your  expence,  but  did  fomewhat  exceed  it,  though  riot 
much.  In 
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In  this  point,  becaufe  the  halfe  yeare  will  pow  be  expi- 
red at  Michaelmas^  it  (hall  be  fit,  that  your  Majeftiq 
call  to  accompt,  whether  that  equality  hath  held  for 
this  halfe  yeare  -,  and  if  not,   what  the  caufes  have 
been,   and  whether  the  courfe  prefcribed  hath  been 
kept,  that  the  ordinary  expence  hath  been  born  out 
of  the  ordinary  revenue,  and  the  extraordinary  only 
out  of  fuch  money  as  hath  come  in  by  extraordinary 
meanes,  or  elfe  your  ftate  cannot  clearly  appeare. 
II.  To  maintaine  this  equality,  and  to  caufe  your  Ma- 
jeftie's  ftate  to  fubfift  in  fome  reafonable  manner  till  far- 
ther fupply  might  be  had ,   it  was  found  to  be  neceflary 
that  200,000  /.  of  your  Majeftie's  moft  pregnant  andpref- 
fing  debts  fhould  be  difcharged  -,  and  after  confideration  of 
the  meanes  how  to  doe  that,  two  wayes  were  refolved  on. 
One  that  100,000  /.  fhould  be  difcharged  to  the  Farmers  of 
your  cuftomes  by  25,000  /.  yearely,  they  haveing  for  their 
fecurity  power  to  defalke  foe  much  of  their  rent  in  their 
own  hands :  But  becaufe  if  that  fhould  be  defalked,  then 
your  ordinary  fhould  want  of  foe  much,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  Farmers  fhould  be  paid  the  25,000/.  yearely  in  the 
fak  of  woods. 
In  this  point  it  is  fit  for  your  Majeftie  to  be  informed 
what  hath  been  done,  and  whether  order  hath  been 
taken  with  the  Farmers  for  it,  and  what  debts  were 
affigned  to  them  foe  to  difcharge;   for  of  the  parti- 
culars of  that  courfe  I  never  heard  yet. 
And  becaufe  it  is  apparent  that  the  woodfalls  this  yeare 
doe  not  amount  to  halfe  that  fum  of  25,000/.    your 
Majeftie  is  to  give  charge  that  confideration  be  had  how 
the  fame  ihail  be  fupplyed  by  fome  other  extraordinary 

I  2  for 
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for  the  prefent  yeare,  or  elfe  here  will  follow  a  fradhireof 
the  whole  affignments. 

Item,  Your  Majeftie  may  pleafe  to  call  for  information 

how  that  money  raifed  upon  the  woodes  is  imployed, 

foe  much  as  is  already  received,  and  to  he  wary  that 

noe  part  hereof  be  fufferedto  goe  for  extraordinaries, 

but  to  be  imployed  only  for  the  ufe  for  which  it  is 

afligned,  or  elfe  a  greater  rupture  will  follow  in  your 

affignments. 

Item,  A  fpecial  confideration  is  to  be  had  what  courfe 

fhall  be  taken  for  the  reft  of  the  yeares  with  the  wood 

fales  for  fupply  of  this  25,000  /.  yearly. 

III.  The  other  hundred  thoufand  pounde  was  agreed  to 

be  borrowed,  and  an  allotment  made  by  my  Lords  of  the 

Council  at  the  table,  how  the  fame  fhould  be  imployed, 

and  for  what  fpecial  fervices,  whereof  I  deliver  to  your 

Majeftie  herewith  a  copy. 

In  which  point  it  may  pleafe  your  Majeftie  to  caufe 
your  felfe  to  be  informed  how  that  allotment  hath 
been  obferved,  and  becaufe  it  is  likely  that  a  good  part 
*        of  it  hath  gone  towards  the  charges  of  this  your 
journey  to  Scotland,   (at  leaft  foe  it  is  paid)    your 
Majeftie  is  to  call  for  the  particulars  of  that  charge, 
that  you  may  fee  how  much  of  that  hundred  thou- 
fand it  taketh  up. 
And  then  confideration  is  to  be  had  how  it  may  be 
fupplyed  with  fome  extraordinary  comings  in,  as  namely 
the   monies  to  come  from  the  Merchant  Adventurers, 
that  the  fame  be  allotted  to  none  other  ufe,    but  to  per- 
forme  this  allotment,  that  foe  the  foundation  laid  may  be 
maintained,  or  elfe  all  will  be  to  feek,  and  if  there  be  any 

other 
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ether  extraordinary  meanes,    to  come  to  your  MajeftTe 
that  they  may  be  referved  to  that  ufe. 

And  becaufe  care  muft  be  had  to  keep  your  credit  in 
London,  for  this  money  borrowed,  your  Majeftie  may 
pleafe  to  call  for  information  what  is  done  in  the  matter 
of  the  forrefts,  and  what  fum,  and  in  what  reafonable 
time,  is  like  to  be  made  thereof 

The  Extraordinaryes  which  it  is  like  will  be  alleadged 
for  this  yeare : 

Your  Majeftie's  journey  into  Scotland. 

The  Lord  Hay's  imployment  into  France. 

The  Lord  Roos  into  Spain.  , 

The  Baron  dc  Tour  extraordinary  from  France. 

Sir  'John  Bennet  to  the  Archduke. 

The  enlarging  of  your  parke  at  Theobalds. 

Sir  John  Digby's  fending  into  Spain. 

Of  all  which  when  your  Majeftie  hath  feen  an  eftimate 
-what  they  amount  unto,  and  what  money  hath  been  alrea- 
dy delivered  towards  them,  which  I  fear  will  fall  to  be 
out  of  the  moneys  borrowed  at  London.  Then  is  it  to  be 
confidered  what  extraordinaryes  are  any  ways  to  come  in, 
which  may  fupply  thefe  extraordinaryes  laid  out,  and  be 
imployed  for  the  ufes  for  which  the  moneys  borrowed 
were  intended. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham. 

My  ever  bejl  Lord,  now  better  than  your  f elf y 

YOUR  Lordfhip's  pen  or  rather  pencil  hath  pourtrai- 
ed  towards  me  fuch  magnanimity  and  noblenefs  and 

true 
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true  kindnefs  j  as  mcthinketh  I  fee  the  image  of  fome  an* 
cicnt  virtue,  and  not  any  thing  of  thefe  times.  It  is  the 
line  of  my  life,  and  not  the  lines  of  my  letter  that  muft 
cxprefs  my  thankftilnefs :  Wherein  if  I  fail,  then  God  fail 
me,  and  make  me  as  miferable  as  I  think  my  felf  at  this 
time  happy  by  this  reviver,  through  his  Majeftie's  Angular 
clemency,  and  your  incomparable  love  and  favour,  God 
preferve  you,  profper  you,  and  reward  you,  for  your 
kindnefs  to,  Tour  raifed  and  infinitely  obliged  Friend  and 
Servanty 

2z  sept.  ,6«7.  Fr.  Bacon,  CS. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Send  your  Lordfhip  the  certificate  touching  the  inrolle- 
ment  of  Prentices.  We  can  find  no  ground  for  k  by 
law.  My  felf  fliall  ever  be  ready  to  further  things  that 
your  Lordfhip  commendeth,  but  where  the  matter  will 
not  bear  it,  your  Lordfhip  I  know  will  think,  not  the 
worfe,  but  the  better  of  me,  if  I  fignify  the  true  ftate  of 
things  to  your  Lordfhip ;  refting  ever  Tour  Lordjhifs  true 
Friend  and  devoted  Servant ', 

nroat%^oi  Fr.Bacon.es. 

The  Certificate. 


A 


Ccording  to  his  Majeftie's  command  fignified  by  your 
Lordfhip's  letters,   we  have  advifedly  considered  of 

the 
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batement  of  diihes  to  tables.  4.  The  catting  off  new  diets 
and  allowance  lately  railed ;  and  yet  perhaps  fuch  as  are 
more  nccefiary  than  fome  of  the  old. 

Inmy  opinkm  thefirft  is  thebeft  aiuinK^fcafiblc.  The 
Lord  Chamberlains  table  is  the  principal  table  of  ftate. 
The  Lord  Stewarts  table  I  think  is  much  frequented  by 
Scottijh  Gentlemen.  Your  Lordihip's  table  hath  a  great 
attendance ;  and  the  Groom  of  the  Stole's  table  is  much 
reforted  to  by  the  Bedchamber,  Thefe  would  not  be  touch- 
ed :  But  for  the  reft  (his  Majeftie  s  cafe  coniideicd)  I  think 
they  may  well  be  united  into  one. 

Thefe  things  are  out  of  my  element,  but  my  care  run- 
neth where  the  King's  ftate  moft  laboureth.  Sir  Lionel 
Cranfeld  *  is  yet  lick,  for  which  I  am  very  forryj  for 
methinks  his  Majeftie  upon  thefe  tofiings  over  of  his  bu- 
finefs  from  one  to  others  hath  an  apt  occafion  to  go  on 
with  Subcommittees.  God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you* 
Tour  Lordjbip's  true  Friend  and  devoted  Servant, 

nrk-fouf,  19  AVr.  1617.  Fr.  Bacon,  C.  S. 

»  Sir  LUntI  Crsnftli  was  bred  a  Merchant  in  the  city  of  Larft*,  introduced 
to  the  King's  know  ledge  by  the  Lord  XirtbtnfttWi  and'  into  his  lervice  by  the 
Earl  of  Buch*gb*my  being  the  great  projc&or  of  retonning  the  King's  hoa&old, 
advancing  the  Cufbms,  and  other  fervices,  for  which  the  King  created  him  Lord 
CranfieUy  Earl  of  Mid&Ujgxy  zrA  afterwards  Lord  High  Trequnr  :  fiat  being  ac- 
cused by  the  Commons  in  Parliament  of  misdemeanors  in  his  office,  he  was  fevere* 
ly  tentenctd  by  the  Lords  in  the  year  1 624. 

From  tke  Original.   $ 

To  the  Lord  Keeper. 

My  Honourable  Lord, 

HIS   Majeftie  commandeth  me  to  write  to  your 
Lordfhip,  that  be  wonders  your  hand  being  at 

that 
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~«3iat  letter  of  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  which  he  faith  is 
<&l  very  blunt  one,  you  have  not  befides  fcnt  him  fome 
advice  of  your  own,  his  Majeftie  having  only  intrufted  you 
«o  fpeak  with  Sit  Lionel  Cranfeild  about  his  eftate.  Tour 
JLordJbifs  faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

Nmmarket  1 9,  Nov.  1 61 7.  G.  Buckingham* 

From  the  Original 

To  the  Earl  ^Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YEfterday  at  afternoon  were  read  at  the  Table  his  Ma* 
jcftie's  two  letters,  written  with  his  own  hand,  the 
matter  worthy  the  hand.  For  they  were  written  ex  arte 
imperandi,  if  I  can  judge;  and  I  hope  they  and  the  like 
will  difenchaunt  us  of  the  opinion,  which  yet  fticks  with 
us,  that  to  day  will  be  as  yefterday,  and  to  morrow  as  to 
day,  fo  as  there  will  be  (as  he  faith)  Acribus  initiis,  fine 
incuriofo  *. 

I  hold  my  opinion  given  in  my  former  letter,  that  the 
Uniting  of  fome  tables,  is  the  moft  paffable  way ;  but  that 
is  not  all :  for  when  that  is  done,  the  King  may  fave  greatly 
in  that  which  remaineth.  For  if  it  be  fet  down,  what  ta- 
bles (hall  be  fixed,  and  what  diet  allowed  to  them  :  My 
Steward  (as  ill  a  mefnager  as  I  am)  or  my  Lord  Mayor's 
Steward  can  go  near  to  tell,  what  charge  will  go  near  to 
maintain  the  proportion.    Then  add  to  that  fome  large- 

•  One  of  the  fetters  here  mentioned  to  he  writ  by  the  King,  is  printed  in  the 
Cabala.  In  the  other  I  fuppofe  his  Majeilie  aporehend*  thit  the  vigour  the  Coun- 
cil at  firft  {hewed  in  reducing  the  charge  of  hi*  houfli'  Id,  would  not  be  of  long 
continuance.  It  being  obferv*d  by  Tacitus,  in  the  words  here  cited,  to  be  a 
thing  not  ttnufoalin  publick  aflairs,  that  violent  beginning*  bad  negligent  contlu* 
feus. 

K  allowance 
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allowance  for  wafte,  (becaufe  the  King  (hall  not  leefe  his 
prerogative  to  be  deceived  more  than  other  men)  and  yet 
no  queflion  there  will  be  a  great  retrenchment.  But  a- 
gainft  this  laft  abatement  will  be  fronted  the  payment 
of  arreres.  But  I  confefs,  I  would  be  glad  that  I 
mought  fee,  or  rather,  that  a  Parliament  may  fee,  and 
chiefly  that  the  King  (for  his  own  quiet)  may  fee,  that  up- 
on fuch  a  fum  payed,  fuch  an  annual  retrenchment  will 
follow :  for  things  will  never  be  done  in  adt,  except  they 
be  firft  done  in  conceit. 

I  know  thefe  things  do  not  pertain  to  me;  for  my  part 
is;  to  acquit  the  King's  office  towards  God  by  adminiftr ac- 
tion ofjujiice,  and  to  oblige  the  hearts  of  his  people  to  him 
by  the  fame y  and  to  maintain  his  prerogative.  But  yet 
becaufe  it  is  in  hoc%  that  the  King's  cafe  laboureth,  I  can- 
not but  yield  my  care  and  my  ftrength  too,  in  counfel, 
fuch  as  it  is,  which  cannot  be  fo  much  as  it  was  between 
our  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas  laft.  But  whatfoever  it 
is,  it  is  wholly  his  Majeftie'%  without  any  deflexion. 

As  foon  as  I  find  any  poflibility  of  health  in  Sir  Lyonel 
Cranfield,  to  execute  a  Subcommiflion  $  I  will  by  confer- 
ence with  him  frame  a  draught  of  a  letter  from  his  Ma- 
jeftie,  for  which  there  is  the  faireft  occafion  in  the  world. 
And  the  King  hath  prepared  it  as  well  as  poflible.  God 
ever  preferve  and  profper  yom  Tour  Lordjhifs  true  Friend 
Cnd  dovettd  Servant^ 

ftri-Houfe,  22  Nov.  1 61 7.  Fr,  Bacon,  C.  S* 


From 
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From  the  Original.  «fc 

To  the  Earl  of  Buckingham. 
My  Lord, 

HOW  well  I  wifh  to  Sir  Gilbert  Haughton,  himfelf 
I  dare  fay  doth  not  doubt,  partly  out  of  mine  own 
affedtion,  and  chiefly  for  your  Lordfhip's  affe&ion  towards 
him,  which  to  me  is  more  than  myne  own.     That  the 
King  fhould  make  bargaines  of  hope,  when  his  treafure 
fufficeth  not  for  his  own  charge,  I  may  not  advife  for  my 
deareft  friends;  for  I  amnayled  to  the  King's  eftate.    But 
two  things  I  fhall  affent  unto;  the  one,  that  if  the  King 
can  redeem  his  works  without  charge  of  Officers,    I  {halt 
be  glad  of  it,  both  for  the  Gentleman's  fake,  and  becaufe 
I  perceive  the  uniting  of  the  allome  works  in  the  King's* 
hand  is  beft ;   the  other,  that  if  his  Majeftie  be  pleafed  to 
fignify  his  pleafure  to  my  Lord  T'reafurer  and  me,    that 
there  be  no  forfeiture  taken  by  Banijler  till  the  King  (halt 
advife  of  this  bargaine,  we  will  hold  him  to  it.     God  pre- 
face and  profper  your  Lordfhip,   your  Lordfhip  I  think, 
perceiveth  both  by  fcribling  and  curfory  inditing,   that  I 
write  in  ft  raights  of  bufineffe.  Tour  Lordjhifs  true  Friend* 
end  devoted  Servant, 

Tork-Houfe,  this  24th  of  Nov.  1617.  Fr>  BaCOn,    C.  S* 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Earl  0/ Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Send  your  Lordfhip  a  draught  of  a  letter  touching  the 
fubcommiflion  written  in  wide  lines,,  becaufe  it  may 

K  z  fc 
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be  the  better  amended  by  his  Majeftie.  I  think  it  is  fb 
penned  as  none  can  except  to  it,  no  nor  imagin  any  thing 
of  it.  For  the  houfhold  bufinefs,  there  was  given  a  fort- 
nights day :  for  the  penfions,  the  courfe  which  I  firft  pro- 
pounded of  abating  of  a  third  throughout,  and  fome 
wholly  feemeth  well  entered  into.  Thefe  be  no  ill  begin- 
nings. But  this  courfe  of  the  fubcommiflion  thriddes  all 
the  King's  bufinefs.  God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you. 
Tour  Lord/hip's  true  Friend  and  devoted  Servant, 

Kri-Houfe,  27  Nov.  1617.  Fr.  BaCOn,  C.  S. 

Sir  Lyonel  Cranfield  is  now  reafonably  well  recovered. 
Draught  of  the  Subcommiflion. 

My  Lords, 

N  this  firft  and  greateft  branch  of  our  charge  concern- 
ing our  houfe ;  we  do  find  what  difficulties  are  made, 
and  what  time  is  loft,  in  difputing  of  and  deviling  upon 
the  manner  of  doing  it ;  whereof  the  matter  muft  be, 
and  is  fo  fully  refolved.  Neither  can  we  but  fee  in  this, 
as  in  a  glafs,  the  like  event  to  follow  in  the  reft  upon 
like  reafon.  For  the  inferiour  Officers  in  every  kind,  who 
are  beft  able  for  ikill  to  propound  the  retrenchments,  will 
out  of  intereft  or  fearfixlnefs  make  dainty  to  do  fervicej 
And  that  which  is  done  with  an  ill  will,  will  never  be  well 
done.  Again,  to  make  it  the  aft  of  the  whole  Table,  for 
the  particuiar  propositions  and  reckonings,  will  be  too  te- 
dious for  you,  and  will  draw  the  bufinefs  it  felf  into 
length ;  and  to  make  any  particular  Committees  of  your 
felves,  were  to  impofe  that  upon  a  few,  which  requireth 
to  be  carried  indifferently  as  the  ail  of  you  all.    For  fincc 
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the  great  Officers  themfelves  think  it  too  heavy  for  them> 
as  our  ftate  now  is,  to  deal  in  it,  without  bringing  it  to  the 
Table  -,  with  much  more  reafon  may  any  particular  perfons 
of  you  be  loth  to  meddle  in  it,  but  at  the  Board.  In  all 
which  refpe&s  we  have  thought  fit,  (neither  do  we  fee 
any  other  way)  that  you  fend  unto  us  the  names  of  the 
Officers  of  our  Exchequer,  and  our  Cuftom-houfe,  and 
Auditors,  out  of  which  we  will  make  choice  of  fome  few, 
beft  qualified,  to  be  fubcommittees  for  the  better  eafe  and 
the  fpeeding  of  the  bufinefsby  their  continual  travails  and 
meetings :  whofe  part  and  employment  we  incline  to  be 
to  attend  the  principal  Officers  in  their  feveral  charges,  and 
join  themfelves  to  fome  of  the  inferiour  Officers,  and  fo  take 
upon  them  the  mechanick  and  laborious  part  of  every  bu- 
finefs,  thereby  to  facilitate  and  prepare  it,  for  your  confu- 
tations, according  to  the  directions  and  inftrudtions,  they 
(hall  receive  from  you  from  time  to  time. 

2  December  1617.  The  Earl  of  Buckingham  writes,  that  the  King  approves 
of  the  Lord.Keepert  thoughts  of  the  Subcommiffion. 

From  the  Original.  & 

To   the  Kin  g. 

May  it  pleafeyour  Majejlie, 

BEingyefterday  affembled  in  Council  to"  proceed  in  the 
courfe  we  had  begun  for  retrenchment  of  your  Ma- 
jeftie's  expences  *  we  received  your  princely  letters,  where- 
by we  are  diredted  to  fend  to  your  Majeftie  the  names  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Exchequer,  Cuftomehoufe  and  Audi- 
tors, out  of  which  you  purpofe  to  make  choife  of  fome 
to  be  fubcommitted  to  handle  the  mechanick  and  laborious 
3  part 
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part  of  that  which  your  Majeftie  had  appointed  to  our 
care;  we  have  according  to  our  duty  fent  unto  yourMa- 
jcfty  the  names  of  the  feveral  Officers  of  your  Majeftie  in 
thole  places,  to  be  ordered  as  your  wifdom  fhall  think 
beft  to  direct.  But  withal,  we  thought  it  appertenant  to 
our  duties  to  inform  your  Majeftie  how  far  we  have  pro- 
ceeded in  the  feveral  heads  of  retrenchments  by  your  Ma- 
jeftie at  your  departure  committed  unto  us,  that  when 
you  know  in  what  eftate  our  labours  are,  your  judgment 
may  the  better  diredt  any  further  courfe  as  (hall  be  meet. 

The  matter  of  the  houfehold,  was  by  us  fome  days; 
fince,  committed  peremptorily  to  the  Officers  of  the  houfc, 
as  matter  of  commandement  from  your  Majeftie,  and  of 
duty  in  them,  to  reduce  theexpence  of  yourhoufe  to  a  limi- 
ted charge  of  fifty  thoufand  poundes  by  the  yeare,  befides 
the  benefit  of  the  compofitions  :  and  they  have  ever 
fithence  painfully  (as  we  are  informed)  travailed  in  it,  and 
will  be  ready  on  Sunday  next,  which  was  the  day  given 
them,  to  prefent  fome  models  of  retrenchments  of  divers 
kinds,  all  ayming  at  your  Majeftie's  fervice. 

In  the  point  of  penfions  we  have  made  a  beginning,  bjr 
fufpending  fome  wholey  for  a  time,  and  of  others  of  a 
third  part;  in  which  courfe  we  are  ftill  going  on,  until 
we  make  it  fit  to  be  prefented  to  your  Majeftie ;  in  like 
manner  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  the  Lord  Hay  did 
yefterday  report  unto  us,  what  their  travail  had  ordered 
in  the  Wardrobe :  and  although  fome  doubt  did  arife  unto 
us  whether  your  Majeftie's  letters  intended  a  ftay  of  our 
labours,  until  you  had  made  choice  of  the  Subcommittee 
intended  by  you.  Yet  prefuming  that  fuch  a  courfe  by 
Subcommittee  was  purpofed  rather  for  a  furtherance,  than 

lett 
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Jett  to  that  worke,  wee  did  refolve  to  goe  on  ftill  till  your 
Majeftie's  further  dire&ions  fhall  come  unto  us  j  and  then 
according  to- our  duty  we  will  proceed,  as  we  fhall  be  by 
your  Majeftie  commanded ;  in  the  mean  time,  we  thought 
it  our  duty  to  inform  your  Majeftie  of  what  we  have  done, 
that  neither  your  Majeftie  may  conceive  that  we  have  been 
negligent  in  thofe  things  which  were  committed  unto  us> 
nor  your  dire&ions  by  your  late  letters  hinder  or  caft  back 
that,  which  is  already  fo  far  proceeded  in.  And  foe  hum*, 
bly  luffing  your  royal  handes,  and  praying  to  the  Al- 
mighty for  your  long  and  happy  raigne  over  us,  we  reft, 
Tour  Majeftie' s  moft  humble  and  obedient  Subjects  and  Ser- 
vants, 


$   Die. 
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G.  Cant. 
E.Worcefter. 
T.  Arundel. 
E.  Wotton. 
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C.  Edmondes. 


71 


From  the  Original.  £ 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Write  now  only,  rather  in  a  kind  of  continuance  and 
frefh  fuite,  upon  the  King's  bufineffe,   than  that  the 
fame  is  yet  ripe,  either  for  advertifement  or  advice. 

The  Subcommiffioners  meet  forenoon  and  afternoon, 

with  great  diligence,  and  without  diftra&ion  or  running 

fcveral  waies,  which  if  it  be  no  more  than  neceffary, 

3  what 
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what  would  lefs  have  done  ?  that  is,  if  there  had  been  nri 
Subcommiflioners,  or  they  not  well  chofen  ? 

I  fpeake  with  Sir  Lyonel  Cranfield>  as  caufe  requireth 
either  for  account  or  direttion,  and  as  far  as  I  can,  by  the 
tafte  I  have  from  him,  difcern,  probably  their  fervicc  wiH 
attaine,  and  may  exceed  his  Majeftie's  expectation. 

t  do  well  like  the  courfe  they  take,  which  is  in  every 
kind  to  fet  down  (as  in  beere,  in  wine,  in  beef,  in  mut- 
tons, in  corn,  &c.)  what  cometh  to  the  King's  ufe,  and 
then  what  is  fpent,  and  laftly  what  may  be  faved.  Thk 
way  though  it  be  not  fo  accufative,  yet  it  is  demonftra- 
tive.  Nam  reftum  eft  index  fui  G?  obliqui,  and  the  falfe 
manner  of  accompting,  and  where  the  gayn  cleaveth,  wiH 
appear  after  by  confequence.  I  humbly  pray  his  Majeftie 
to  pardon  me  for  troubling  him  with  thefe  imperfect 
glances,  which  I  do,  both  becaufe  I  know  his  Majeftie 
thinketh  long  to  understand  fomewhat,  and  left  his  Ma- 
jeftie fhould  conceive,  that  he  multiplying  honours  and 
favours  upon  me,  I  fhould  not  alfo  increafe  and  redouble 
my  endeavours  and  cares  for  his  fervice.  God  ever  blefi, 
preferve  and  profper  his  Majeftie  and  your  Lordfhip,  to 
whom  I  ever  remayn,  Tour  true  Friend  and  tnoft  devoted 
Servant^ 

c  Fr.  Bacon,  C.S. 

\6Jan.  1617. 

In  anfwer  to  this  letter,  the  Earl  writes  on  the  24th  of 
January  from  Newmarket,  that  the  King  likes  very  well 
of  Sir  Lionel  CranfieltTs  proceedings  in  the  bufineile  of 
the  houfhold,  and  is  glad  it  is  approved  by  his  Lordfhip, 
of  whofe  care  and  pains  therein,  he  receivcth  very  good 
fatisfa&ion. 

From 
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From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord) 

J  Thought  fit  by  this  my  private  letter  to  your  Lord- 
{hip,  to  give  you  an  account  of  fuch  bufinefs,  as  your 
liordfhip  hath  recommended  unto  me  ;    that  you  may 
perceive  that  I  have  taken  that  care  of  them  I  ought,  and 
«verfhall  in  thofe  things  you  recommend  or  remit  to  me. 

For  the  fuit  of  the  Alehoufes  which  concerneth  your 
Brother  Mr.  ChriJtopberVilliers,  and  Mr.  Patrick  Mawle, 
1  have  conferr'd  with  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  and  Mr.  So- 
licitor thereupon,  and  there  is  afcruple  in  it,  that  it  (hould 
he  one  of    the  Grievances  put   down   in  Parliament  ; 
which  if  it  be,  I  may  not  in  my  duty  and  love  to  you, 
advife  you  to  deal  in  it  •,  if  it  be  not,  I  will  mould  it  in  the 
beft  manner  and  help  it  forward.     The  (lay  is  upon  the 
fearch  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliament,  who   is  out  of 
town  -,  but  we  have  already  found,  that  the  laft  grievance 
in  7mo.  is  not  the  fame  with  this  fuit  ;  but  we  doubt  yet 
of  another  in  30. 

For  the  bufinefs  of  Mr.  Levijlon^  for  your  Lordfhip's 
fake,  (who  I  perceive  keeps  your  noble  courfe  with  me,  in 
acquainting  me  with  thefe  things)  I  (hall  apply  my  felf 
unto  you ;  though  in  my  nature  I  do  defire  that  thofe 
that  ferve  in  the  Court  where  I  fir,  though  they  be  not  in 
places  of  my  gift,  and  fo  concerns  not  me  nor  my  place  in 
profit;  yet  I  wifh,  I  fay,  I  mought  leave  them  in  as 
good  cafe  as  I  find  them.  And  this  fuit  concerneth  the 
main  profit  of  the  Six  Clerks,  who  though  they  be  of  the 
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Majier  of  the  Rolls  his  gift,  yet  they  ferve  in  my  Court. 
But  my  greateft  doubt  is,  that  the  grant  cannot  be  good  in 
law ;  and  that  it  is  not  like  thofe  other  prefidents,  whereof 
I  have  received  a  note.  For  the  difference  is,  where  things 
have  been  written  by  all  the  Clerks  indifferently  and  loofe- 
ly,  (in  which  cafe  the  King  may  draw  them  into  an  Office) 
and  where  they  have  appertained  to  oneefpecial  Office  :  in 
which  cafe  the  King  can  no  more  take  away  the  profits  of 
a  man's  Office,  than  he  can  the  profits  of  his  land.  There- 
fore I  think  your  Lordfliip  may  do  well,  to  write  to 
Mr.  Solicitor  and  Serjeant  Finch,  or  fome  other  Lawyers 
that  you  truft,  or  fuch  as  Mr.  Levijion  truftech,  being 
perfons  of  account,  to  inform  you  of  the  point  in  law, 
before  you  proceed  any  farther  :  for  without  that  all  is  in 
vain. 

For  the  bufinefs  of  Hawkyns  touching  the  Regifter  for 
the  commiffion  of  Bankrupts.  I  am  not  yet  fatisfied  like- 
wife  for  the  law,  nor  for  the  conveniency,  but  I  rather 
incline  to  think  it  may  pafs,  and  I  have  fet  it  in  a  courfe 
by  which  I  may  be  thoroughly  informed. 

For  Sir  Rowland  Egerton's  caufe,  and  his  Lady's,  the 
.  parties  have  fiibmitted  themfelves  unto  me,  and  are  con- 
tent to  do  it  by  bond,   and  therefore  I  will  undoubtedly 
make  an  end  of  it  according  to  juftice  and  confcience. 

For  Sir  Gilbert  Houghton  s  bufinefs  I  am  in  very  good 
hope  to  effedt  your  Lordfhip's  defire  for  his  good. 

For  Moor's  bufinefs,  concerning  the  printing  of  Books, 
after  hearing  all  parties,  I  have  fealed  his  patent,  but  for 
his  former  patent  of  Salt  I  dare  not  do  it,  without  acquaint- 
ing the  Council  therewith,  which  I  am  ready  to  do,  if  he 
require  that  courfe  to  be  taken. 

7  If 
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If  his  Majcftie  at  any  time  afk  touching  the  Lord  Clif- 
*cri%  bufinefs,  I  pray  your  Lordihip  reprefent  to  his  Ma- 
Jeftie  thus  much,  that  whatsoever  hath  pafled,    I  thank 
C3od,  I  neither  fear  him,  nor  hate  him ;   but  I  am  won- 
derful careful  of  the  feat  of  Juftice,  that  they  may  ftill  be 
well  munited,  being  principal  finews  of  his  Majeftie's  au- 
thority.    Therefore  the  courfe  will  be  (as  I  am  advifed) 
that  for  this  heinous  Mifpriiion  that  the  party  without  all 
colour  or  fhadow  of  caufe,  fhould  threaten  the  life  of  his 
Judge,  and  of  the  higheft  Judge  of  the  Kingdom  next  his 
Majeftie)  he  be  firft  examined,  and  if  he  confefs  it,  then 
an  ore  tenus;  if  he  confefs  it  not,  then  an  information  in' 
the  Star-chamber,  and  he  to  remain  where  he  is  till  the 
hearing.     But  I  do  purpofely  forbear  yet  to  have  him  ex- 
amined, till  the  decree  or  argreement  between  him  and  my 
Lord  Aubigny  (which  i6  now  ready  be  perfe&ed)  left  it 
fhould  feem  an  oppreflion  by  the  terror  of  the  one,  to  beat 
him  down  in  the  other.     Thus  I  ever  reft,  Tour  Lord* 
jhifs  true  Friend,  and  devoted  Servant, 

Vork-Hou/e,  Fr.  Bacon,  Cane. 

25  Jan.  161 7. 

From  the  Original.  $ 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
My  Honourable  Lord, 

I  Have  received  your  Lordihip's  letters,  wherein  I  lice 
the  continuance  of  your  love  and  refpedt  to  me,  in 
any  thing  I  write  to  you  of,  for  which  I  give  you  Lordihip 
many  thanks,  defireing  nothing  for  any  man  but  what  you 
(hall  find  juft  and  convenient  to  pafsj   I  am  very  glad  to 

L  2  underftand 
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underftand  that  there  is  fo  good  hope  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Houghton's  bufinefs,  which  I  muft  needs  afcribe  to  your 
Lordfhip's  great  favour  toward  him  for  my  fake,  which  I 
will  ever  acknowledge.  If  his  Majeftie  at  any  time  fpeak 
of  the  Lord  Clifton's  bufinefs,  I  will  anfwer  according  to 
that  your  Lordrtiip  hath  written,  &c.  lour  Lordjhip's 
faithful  Servant, 

Newmarket,  the  Jaft  of  G.  Buckingham, 

January,  1617. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  mofi  excellent  Majeftie \ 

Finding  as  well  by  your  Majeftie's  difpatches  and  dire- 
ctions to  your  Council,  as  now  by  fpeech  with  Mr. 
Secretary  Laque,  that  your  Majeftie  is  content  to  be  trou- 
bled with  bufinefs  of  fundry  natures j  I  thought  good  ac- 
cording to  the  duty  of  my  place,  and  the  neceflity  of  the 
occafion,  to  put  your  Majeftie  in  mind,  that  on  this  day 
fe'nnight,  being  Friday  in  the  Morning,  I  am  according 
to  cuftom  to  give  a  charge  and  admonition  to  the  Judges 
and  Juftices  of  Peace  now  before  the  Circuits;  wherein  I 
am  humbly  to  crave  your  Majeftie's  pleafure  and  directions. 
I  have  for  your  Majeftie's  better  eafe  fet  down  the  heads, 
which  by  the  prefcript  of  your  book,  and  out  of  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  prefent  times,  I  have  thought  fitted  to  be 
remembred.  I  have  alfo  fent  your  Majeftie  the  laft  ac- 
count of  the  Judges  circuits,  not  to  trouble  you  with  the 
reading  of  them  all  -,  but  to  the  end  that  if  upon  my  me- 
morial, or  otherwife  out  of  your  Majeftie's  own  memory, 

which 
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"which  is  above  memorials,  you  fhould  have  occafion  to 
refort  to  thofe  accounts,  the  papers  may  be  by  you. 

The  point  of  greateft  weight  in  my  opinion,  is  the  car- 
rying of  aballancedhand  at  this  time  in  the  matter  of  Re- 
cufants,  in  regard  of  the  treaty  with  Spain :  For  it  were 
good  in  refpedt  of  your  people,  that  there  were  no  note 
made  that  the  firing  is  relaxed,  and  in  refpeft  of  the  Treaty, 
that  it  is  not  ftrained ;  and  therefore  that  the  proceeding 
in  thofe  caufes  be  rather  diligent  than  fevere. 

I  am  wonderful  glad  to  hear  that  this  extremity  of 
weather,  which  I  think  the  Mufcovite  hath  brought  with 
him,  hath  not  touched  your  Majeftie,  whofe  health  and 
eafe  is  far  dearer  to  me  than  my  life  with  all  the  appurte- 
nances. God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you.  Tour  Ma- 
jeftie s  moft  faithful  and  moji  obliged  Servant, 

This  Friday  morning  the  fixth  T?      P*~^„     n  ~~ 

ofFebZry,  .617.  Fn  BaC0P>    CatlC- 

Your  Majeftie  will  be  pleafed  your  anfwer  be  with  me 
on  Thurfday  at  noon,  or  foon  after  it. 

From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

tily  honourable  Lord, 

I  Have  acquainted  his  Majeftie  with  your  letter  to  me, 
and  delivered  likewife  to  him  the  letter  and  other1 
things  directed  to  his  Majeftie,  who  hath  commanded  me 
to  return  this  anfwer  to  them  all. 

Firfty  for  your  memorial  of  your  Charge  to  the  Judges, 

he  liketh  it  fo  well,  that  he  findeth  nothing  either  to  be 

added  or  diminifhed,  and  was  fo  well  fatisfyed  therewith, 

7  that 
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that  he  accounteth  it  needlefs  to  read  the  other  papers,  buc 
fealed  them  up  again,   and  fendeth  them  back  to  your 
Lordfhip  without  reading  them.     Onely  in  the  point  of 
Recufants  his  Majeftie  is  of  the  quite  contrary  opinion  to 
you;  for  though  he  would  not  by  any  means  have  a  more 
fevere  courfe  held,  than  his  laws  appoint  in  that  cafe,  yet 
fith  the  many  reafons  why,  there  fhould  be  no  mitigation 
above  that  which  his  laws  have  enadted,  and  his  own  con- 
fcience  telleth  him  to  be  fit.     As  firft,  the  Pafnfts  in  his 
Kingdom  have  taken  fuch  heart  upon  the  Commiflion  gi- 
ven to  Sir  John  Digby  touching  the  match  with  Spain, 
that  they  have  fent  copies  thereof  privately  up  and  down, 
and  are  fo  lifted  up  in  their  hopes  of  what  they  defire, 
that  his  Majeftie  cannot  but  take  a  more  fevere  courfe  (as 
far  as  by  his  laws  he  may)  than  hitherto  he  hath  done. 
Belides  when  they  (hall  fee  a  harder  hand  carryed  toward 
them  than  hath  been  accuftomed,  his  Majeftie  afliireth 
himfelf  they  will  employ  all  their  means  to  further  the 
match,  in  hope  of  mitigating  of  that  feverity  when  it  (hall 
be  accomplifhed.     And  though  thefe  reafons  were  not,  his 
Majeftie  would  account  it  a  bafenefs  in  a  Prince  to  fhew 
fuch  a  defire  of  the  match,  as  to  flack  any  thing  in  his 
courfe  of  government,  much  more  in  propagation  of  the 
religion  he  profefleth,  for  fear  of  giveing  hindrance  to 
the  match  thereby.     And  fo  with  many  thanks  for  your 
favours  to  my  Brother  in  his  bufinefs,  I  reft,  Tour  Lor+- 
Jhip's  faithful  Servant, 

New-market,  8  Feb.  1617.  G.  Buckingham. 

From 
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From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

MR.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hath  fignified  to  me 
this  day,  that  yefterday  his  Majeftie  called  him  to 
his  coach  and  faid  to  him,  that  one  that  had  ufed  ill  fpeech 
of  me  fhould  be  called  before  me,  and  make  his  fubmif- 
fion  to  me  j  and  thereupon  be  called  before  the  Council, 
and  receive  a  fharp  reprehenfion  and  fo  be  inlarged.  And 
Mr.  Chancellor  could  not  tell  me  who  the  perfon  was,  but 
after  by  fome  letter  he  received  from  my  Lord  Clifton,  and 
fpeech  with  a  man  of  his,  he  perceived  it  was  he. 

I  pray  your  Lordfhip  in  humblenefs  to  let  his  Majeftie 
know,  that  I  little  fear  the  Lord  Clifton,  but  I  much  fear 
the  example,  that  it  will  animate  Ruffins  and  Rodomonti 
extremely  againft  the  feats  of  Juftice,  (which  are  his  Ma- 
jeftie's  own  feats)  yea  and  againft  all  authority  and  great- 
nefs,  if  thispafs  without  publick  cenfureand  examples  it 
having  gone  already  fo  far  as  that  the  perfon  of  a  Baroir 
hath  been  committed  to  the  Tower.  The  punifhment  it 
may  pleafe  his  Majeftie  to  remit,  and  I  fhall  not  formally 
but  heartily  intercede  for  him,  but  an  example  (fetting 
my  felf  afide)  I  wifli  for  terror  of  perfons,  that  may  be 
more  dangerous  than  he,  towards  the  lead  Judge  of  the 
Kingdom. 

Therefore  it  may  pleafe  his  Majeftie  to  fpeak  of  it  with 
my  felf  and  my  Lords  when  he  cometh  next,  and  in  tlhe 
mean  time,  I  will  command  from  his  Majeftie,   the  Ma- 
Jler  of  the  Rolls  and  Mr.  Attorney,   who  were  appointed   . 

by 
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by  the  table  to  examine  him,  to  flay.     God  ever  profper 

you  a.     Tour  Lordjhifs  true  Friend  and  devoted   Ser- 
vant, 

17  March,  1617.  Yr.  Bacon,  Cane. 

*  The  Lord  Clifton  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  for  dying  that  he  was  fony 
he  had  not  (tabbed  the  Lord  Chancellor  for  making  a  decree  againft  him,  and  in 
OBober  1 7 1 8,  dyed  by  his  own  hands. 

From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

E  have  fat  once  upon  the  Commiflion  ofTreafure 


w 


to  no  ill  purpofe,  as  may  appear  by  the  account 
inclofed  -,  wherein  his  Majeftie  will  find  no  prepofterous 
iflue  of  treafure  :  Mr.  Chancellor  imagines  well,  C^feeks 
and  beates  over,  as  well  where  it  is  not,  as  where  it  is ; 
Secretary  Naunton  forgets  nothing.  I  will  look  to  bow 
things  to  the  true  ends.  God  blefs  and  profper  his  Ma- 
jeftie and  your  felf.  Tour  Lordjhifs  mojt  obliged  Friend, 
and  faithful  Servant, 

25  Ju/j,  1 61 8.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Pray  your  Lordfhip  to  fignifie  to  his  Majeftie,  that  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  ftay  at  the  Seal,  a  Book  of  Sir 
Francis  Steward's,  and  Sir  James  Auterlony,  &c.  of  200L 
land  in  charge  in  fee-Ample.    My  reafons : 

Fnf9 
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Firjt,  It  is  a  perpetuity,  and  fo  much  rent  in  diminu- 
tion of  revenue  certain. 

Secondly y  The  warrant  (as  is  acknowledged)  came  only 

from  my  Lord  of  Suffolke,  and  not  from  Mr.  Chancellor: 

and  yet  my  Lord  was  wont  to  boaft,  that  fince  he  was  Trea- 

furer,  all  commiflions  and  contracts  for  fale  of  the  King's 

land  were  broken  off  and  ceafed. 

Thirdly \  The  rate  of  the  monies  paid  by  the  Gentle- 
men, amounteth  but  to  thirteen  years  purchafe,  which  is 
a  plain  gift  of  a  good  proportion  of  value. 

If  his  Majeftie  now  inform'd,  iterate  his  mandate,  it  is 
done,  and  I  excufed ;  but  I  could  wifh  his  Majeftie  would 
refer  it  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Treafury,  how  the 
Gentlemen  may  be  otherwife  fatisfied. 

I  received  yefternight  a  brave  account  of  the  Com- 
miffion  of  the  Wardes  in  Ireland  ;  which  this  one  year  is 
advanced  from  200  /.  per  annum  to  4000  /.  which  is 
twenty  fold  multiplied.  This  I  write  for  two  reafons. 
firft,  becaufe  I  glory  in  it,  becaufe  it  was  my  work  whol- 
ly :  next,  becaufe  his  Majeftie  may  take  occafion  by  this 
to  look  better  to  the  improvement  of  his  Wardes  in 
England  in  due  time.  God  ever  preferve  and  profper 
you.  Tour  Lordjhifs  mojl  obliged  Friend  and  faithful  Ser- 
vant, 

York-Houft,  27  July  1618.  Fr.Verulam,  Cane. 


M  From 
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From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

Am  very  glad  to  hear  of  the  honour  his  Majeftie  intend- 
eth  to  my  noble  Lady,  your  Lordfhip's  Mother.  This 
amongft  many  other  things,  fheweth  in  your  Lordfhip 
good  nature,  which  is  the  root  of  all  virtues,  next  Reli- 
gion. Befides  it  doth  fort  well  in  ftates,  when  place  and 
power  do  meet,  and  ftand  not  too  farre  at  diftance  a. 

For  the  paffing  of  it  by  diredtion  without  bill  fignedy 
it  cannot  be  in  law.  So  is  Mr.  Attorney's  opinion,  and 
fo  is  mine ;  and  therefore  there  is  prefently  a  Bill  fent 
with  an  indorfement  of  paffing  it  by  immediate  warrant, 
and  this  antedate. 

For  the  antedate,  I  muft  prefent  his  Majeftie  with  my 

caution,  and  with  my  obedience. 

•  18  H.  6th.      For  the  *  Statute  tyeth  me  from  antedates  ;  and  indeed 

caP-  '•  the  mifchief  is  infinite  :   for  by  that  means  the  King  may 

grant  any  land,  &c.  and  take  it  away  a  month  hence,  and 

grant  it  another  by  an  antedate.     And  furely  were  it  land 

or  the  like  I  would  not  lay  abfit^  or  your  Majejiie  cannot 

do  it  j    for  a  world :  or,  your  Majejiie  is /worn,  and  I  am 

/worn  -,  or  fuch  brave  phrafes,  but  furely  (I  fay)  I  would 

in  humblenefs  reprefent  it  to  his  Majeftie. 

But  the  cafe  of  honour  difFereth  :  for  therein  his  Ma- 
jeftie's  prerogative  and  declaration  is  abfolute,  and  he  may 

a  The  advancement  of  this  Lady  to  the  title  of  Counted  of  Buckingham,  was 
notwithftanding  the  reafonshcre  allcdged,  fo  illrefented  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  1626.  that  in  the  nth  article  of  their  impeachment  of  the  Duke  her  fon,  it 
was  objcclcd  againft  him  as  one  of  his  offences. 

make 
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make  him  that  is  laft  to  be  firft.  And  therefore  upon  his 
Majeftie's  fignification  of  his  pleafure  upon  the  indorfement 
of  the  bill  figned,  I  take  it,  I  may  lawfully  do  it. 

I  amhererejoycing  with  my  neighbours  the  Towns  men 
of  St.  Albans  for  this  happy  day  the  5th  of  Auguji  1 6 1 8, a. 
Tour  Lordjhifsmojl  obliged  Friend  and  faithful  Servant  y 

Gorbambury.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

*  The  5th  of  Auguft  being  the  anniverfary  of  the  King's  deliverance  from  the 
Earl  of  Cowry's  confpiracy,  was  by  fome  called  the  Courtholyday,  and  ridiculed  as 
ififtion;  though  the  truth  thereof  being  delivered  down  by  Archbilhop  Spot/wood, 
and  other  good  hiitorians,  I  fee  no  reafon  to  call  it  into  queition. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Thank  your  Lordfhip  for  your  laft  loving  letter.  I 
now  write  to  give  the  King  an  account  of  a  Patent  I 
have  flayed  at  the  feal.  It  is  of  licence  to  give  in  Mort- 
main eight  hundred  pound  land,  though  it  be  of  tenure  in 
chief  to  Allen  that  was  the  Player,  for  an  Hofpital. 

Uike  well  that  Allen  playeth  the  laft  adt  of  his  life  fo 
well ;  but  if  his  Majeftie  give  way  thus  to  amortize  his 
tenures,  his  Courts  of  Wards  will  decay,  which  I  had 
well  hoped  fhould  improve. 

But  that  which  moved  me  chiefly  is,  that  his  Majeftie 
now  lately  did  abfolutely  deny  Sir  Henry  Savile  for  200  /. 
and  Sir  Edward  Sandys  for  100/.  to  the  perpetuating  of 
two  le&ures,  the  one  in  Oxford,  the  other  in  Cambridge  y 
foundations  of  lingular  honour  to  his  Majeftie  (the  beft 
learned  of  Kings)  and  of  which  there  is  great  want  j,  where- 

M  2  as 
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wouldbe  pleafedtoabndge  Ac  «o  ^^fities,  « 

^e  way  to  4.  other  «£f££d  roake  an  humbfc 
l„e  a  princely  «*£%„  Lordfhip  to  joyn  «* 
fuitto  the  King,  and  deta  y  fe„eandprofperyou. 

Your  WW  **  ****  Fr  Vertta,  Cane. 


r»W'«/'»js0,8"'°f 

it /?     i  r\l  a. 


M"''       ttento  my  ^  <****  W*°~rf- 

r 

Fro*  <*<  OWgiW.  * 

r.  **»  Mw*  °f  Buckingham- 

My  verygood  UrJ,  ^^hip-,  prefence,   your 

•  «  7  Hat   pafled  >-  y°"  r  ^  Navy.    The 

VV    Lordlhip  can  tell, ««*    8  io„  of  fc 

Jorrow  following  we  concludd n    W  ^^ 
bookes,  fave  in  one  poynt,  toucn    &  ^^ 

nIent  for  **^*^£m^^«**a 
by  theCommiffioners   W»"^«  above  dead 

Merchant,  for  to  meafe by  fc  »    y  ^  rf  tod 
pays>  is  no  g~d«P^       nece(!ary  number  abated. 
is  tobe  amended,  *"™°iopona  middle  proportion  be- 
I„  this  his  Majefte  may  fal I  up  rf  ^  officers. 

tween  that  of  f  Commvto^     ^  w  „,«  ^ 
It  were  good,  now  the  three  do  ^^ 
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poynted  to  be  ingrofled  into  one  leidger-book  are  affirmed, 
there  were  a  fhort  book  of  his  Majeftie's  royal  directions* 
and  orders  thereupon,  extracted. 

For  the  Commiflion  of  the  *treafury,  I  perfwade  my 
fclf,  they  are  of  the  firft  hours  that  have  been  well  fpent 
in  that  kind.  We  have  put  thofe  particulars  whereof  his 
Majeftie  gave  us  charge  into  a  way. 

Bingley's  information  will  be  to  good  purpofe,  and  we 
find  another  of  like  nature  revealed  to  Mr.  Secretary  and 
my  felf.  God  ever  profper  you.  Tour  Lordjhip's  mojl  ob- 
liged Friend  and  faithful  Servant l, 

^oaober  161  g.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

From  the  Original,   g 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

LOoking  for  matter  of  fervice,  I  have  found  out  a  fiiit 
for  my  felf  5  and  it  is  proper  for  me  more  than  all 
men,  becaufe  it  is  within  the  accompt  of  the  Hamper. 
But  I  have  made  a  law  to  my  felf,  that  I  will  never  beg 
any  thing,  which  (hall  not  bring  a  gain  to  the  King. 
Therefore  my  fuit  is  to  farm  the  profits  of  the  Alienations, 
yielding  a  thoufand  pound  a  year  more  to  the  King  than 
liath  been  yielded  communibus  annis  by  a  medium  of  ftvea 
years.  If  the  King  be  pleafed  to  grant  me  this,  it  will  a 
little  warm  the  honour  he  hath  given  me;  and  I  (hall  have 
a.  new  occafion  to  be,  as  I  ever  have  been,  and  (hall  be, 
Your  Lordjhif s  obliged  Friend  and  faithful  Servant, 

r$rk-Houft,  sob.  161 8.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

From 
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From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THIS  morning  Mr.  Attorney  came  to  me  and  defired 
of  me  many  writs  of  Ne  exeat  regnum  againft  moft 
of  the  Dutch  Merchants,  and  withal  let  me  underftand 
that  there  was  a  difcovery  of  an  infinite  tranfportation  of 
gold  and  filver  out  of  this  realm  by  the  faid  Dutch  Mer- 
chants, amounting  to  millions ;  and  that  Sir  John  Britten 
had  made  a  book  thereof,  and  prefented  the  fame  to  his 
Majeftie;  and  further  that  his  Majeftie  had  directed  him 
to  profecute  the  fame,  and  had  alfo  given  Sir  Thomas  Va- 
vi/br  the  forfeiture  of  fuch  ten  of  them  as  he  fhould 
choofe. 

Hereupon  I  thought  it  my  duty,  as  in  a  matter  of  great 
weight,  to  fignifie  to  his  Majeftie  by  your  Lordfhip  what 
I  conceive. 

The  difcovery  I  think  very  happy.  For  if  it  be  true,  it 
will  be  a  great  benefit  to  his  Majeftie:  It  will  alfo  content 
his  People  much,  and  it  will  demonftrate  alfo  that  Scot- 
land is  not  the  Leech  (as  fome  difcourfers  fay)  but  the  Ne- 
therlanders  that  fuck  the  realm  of  treafure  :  So  that  the 
thing  is  very  good. 

But  two  things  I  muft  reprefent  to  his  Majeftie :  The 
firft,  that  if  I  ftay  Merchants  from  their  trading  by  this 
writ,  I  muft  do  it  either  ex  officio,  or  by  fpecial  warrant 
from  his  Majeftie. 

If  ex  officio,  then  I  muft  have  more  than  a  bare  fiir- 
mife  to  grant  the  writ  upon,  fo  as  I  muft  be  acquainted 

with 
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with  the  grounds,  or  at  leaft  appearance  of  proofs.    If  by 
fpecial  warrant,  then  I  defire  to  receive  the  fame.     The 
other  is,  that  I  humbly  befeech  his  Majeftie  that  thefe  roy- 
al boughs  of  forfeiture  may  not  be  vintaged  or  cropped  by 
private  fuitors  (confidering  his  Majeftie's  ftate  as  it  is)  but 
that  Sir  Thomas  Vavifor  or  Sir  John  Brittain  may  have  a 
bountiful  and  gracious  reward  of  their  difcoveryj  but  not 
the  prime,  or  without  flint. 

In  fum,  I  would  wifh  his  Majeftie  to  refer  the  whole 
bufinefs  and  carriage  of  the  fame  for  his  honour  and  pro- 
fit to  the  Commiffioners  of  Treafure,  or  becaufe  it  is  a  le- 
gal forfeiture,  to  my  felf,  Mr.  Chancellor,  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  and  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England-,  and  by  us 
his  Majeftie  fhall  be  affured  to  know  the  beft  courfe  for  his 
juftice,  honour,  and  profit,  and  that  he  may  difpofe  what 
bounty  he  will.  God  ever  preferve  and  profper  you.  Tour 
Lordjhip's  mojl  obliged  Friend  and  faithful  Servant, 

York-boufi,  190^-  Fr.Verulam,  Cane. 

Ser  161 8. 

From  the  Original.  $ 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  Lord, 

I  Have  acquainted  his  Majeftie  with  your  letter,  who 
givethyou  thanks  for  your  advice  to  communicate  the 
bufinefle  of  the  Dutchmen  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Treafury,  which  his  Majeftie  was  before  purpofed  to  refer 
to  them,  as  it  concerns  his  Treafure,  for  the  carriage  of  its 
and  to  your  Lordfhip  and  the  reft  named  in  your  letter, 
for  the  relation  it  hath  to  the  Law.    For  the  propofers  of 

the 
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the  fuit,  his  Majeftie  intendeth  only  to  reward  their  pains 
as  may  fland  with  his  fervice  and  his  princely  difpofition, 
but  to  preferve  the  main  benefit  himfelf :  all  that  his  Ma- 
jeftie would  have  your  Lordfhip  to  do  for  the  prefent,  is  to 
take  order  about  the  writ  of  Ne  exeant  regnum-y  to  advife 
with  his  learned  Counfel  what  courfe  is  to  be  taken,  and 
if  by  a  warrant  from  his  Majeftie,  that  your  Lordfhip  fend 
him  a  warrant  to  be  figned,  which  {hall  be  returned  with 
all  fpeed.  Of  other  things  his  Majeftie  thinketh  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  fpeak  at  his  return  to  London.  In  the 
mean  time  I  reft,  Tour  Lordjhip's  faithful  Friend  and 
Servant, 

Hincbtnbrok,  21 0/7. 161 8.  G.  Buckingham. 

From  the  Original.  £ 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Have  this  morning  received  the  petty  rolle  for  the 
Sherives.  I  received  alfo  the  papers  exhibited  by  Sir 
Miles  Fleetwood,  which  I  will  ufe  to  his  Majeftie's  beft 
fervice,  and  thereupon  give  account  to  his  Majeftie  when 
time  ferveth. 

My  care  which  is  not  dormant  touching  his  Majeftie's 
fervice,  fpecially  that  of  treafure  (which  is  now  fumma 
fummarum)  maketh  me  propound  to  his  Majeftie  a  mat- 
ter, which  (God  is  my  witnefs)  I  do  without  contempla- 
tion of  friend  or  end,  but  animo  reffo. 

If  Sir  Edward  Coke  continue  fick,  or  keep  in,  I  fear 
his  Majeftie's  fervice  will  languifh  too,  in  thofe  things 
which  touch  upon  lawj  as  the  calling  in  debts,  recufants, 

aliena- 
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alienations,  defalcations,  &c.  And  this  is  moft  certaine, 
that  in  thefe  new  diligences,  if  the  firft  beginning  coole, 
all  will  go  back  to  the  old  byafs.  Therefore  it  may  pleafe 
his  Majeftie  to  think  of  it,  whether  there  will  not  be  a 
kind  of  neceflity  to  add  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England 
to  the  Commiflioners  of  Treafure.  This  I  move  only  to 
the  King  and  your  Lordfhip,  otherwife  it  is  a  thing  ex  non 
entibus.  God  preferve  and  profper  you.  Tour  Lordjhip's 
moft  faithful  Servant \ 

From  the  star-Chamber %  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

25  Nov.  1618. 

P.  S.  I  forget  not  Tufton's  caufe.  All  things  ftay,  and 
prefidents  are  in  fearch. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  0/ Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THIS  long  book  which  I  fend  for  his  Majeftie's  fig- 
nature,  was  upon  a  conference  and  confult  yefter- 
night  (at  which  time  I  was  aflifted  by  the  two  chief  Ju- 
ftices,  and  attended  by  the  Surveyor,  Attorney,  and  Re- 
ceiver of  the  Court  of  Wards,  Fleetwood)  framed  and  al- 
lowed. 

It  is  long,  becaufe  we  all  thought  fit  not  to  piece  new  in- 
ftrudlions  with  old  inftrudtions,  but  to  reduce  both  old  and 
new  into  one  body  of  inftrudtions.  I  do  not  fee,  that  of 
the  articles  which  are  many,  any  could  have  been  fpared. 
They  are  plain,  but  they  have  a  good  property,  that  they 
will  take  fail  hold.  I  may  not  trouble  his  Majeftie  with 
choofing  fome  of  them  in  particular,  when  all  are  good. 

N  Onely 
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Oncly  I  think  fit  to  let  his  Majeftie  know  of  one,  (which  is 
that  according  to  his  own  directions,  the  oath  of  making 
no  private  unlawful  profit)  is  now  as  well  tranflated  to 
the  Mailer  and  Omcers  that  may  take,  as  to  the  parties 
and  luitors  that  may  give. 

It  little  becometh  me  to  poflefs  his  Majeflie,  that  this 
will  be  to  his  Majeftie's  benefit  ten  thoufands  yearly,  or 
fifteen  thoufands,  or  twenty  thoufands:  For  thefe  rattles 
are  fitter  for  Mountebanks  of  fervice,  then  grave  Counci- 
lors. But  my  advices  (as  far  as  I  am  able  to  difcern)  tend 
or  extend  but  to  thus  much :  This  is  his  Majeflie's  furefl 
and  eafieft  way  for  his  moft  good. 

Sir  Miles  Fleetwood*  who  both  now  and  heretofore,  hath 

done  very  good  fervice  in  this,  meriteth  to  be  particularly 

from  your  Lordfhip  incouraged;   which  I  befeech  your 

Lordfhip  not  to  forget  God  ever  profper  you.  Tour  Lord- 

Jkifs  tnojl  faithful  bounden  Friend  and  Servant y 

This  4th  of  December  1 6 1 8.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

To  the  King.  * 

May  it  pleafc  your  moft  excellent  Majeftie* 

According  to  your  Majeflie's  pleafure  fignified  to  us 
by  the  Lord  Marquis  Buckingham*  we  have  con- 
fidcred  of  the  fitnefs  and  conveniency  of  the  gold  and  filver 
thread  bufinefs,  as  alfo  the  profit  that  may  accrue  unto 
your  Majeflie. 

We  are  all  of  opinion  that  it  is  convenient  that  the  fame 

fhould  be  fettled,  having  been  brought  hither  at  the  great 

charge  of  your  Majeflie's  now  agents,  and  being  a  means 

to  fet  many  of  your  poor  fubje&s  on  work,  and  to  this 

y  purpofe 
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purpofc  there  was  a  former  certificate  to  your  Majeftie  from 
fome  of  us  with  others. 

And  for  the  profit  that  will  arife,  we  fee  no  caufe  to 
doubt ;  but  do  conceive  apparent  likelyhood,  that  it  will 
redound  much  to  your  Majeftie's  profit,  which  we  efteem 
may  be  at  the  leaft  10,000/.  by  the  yeare  j  and  therefore 
in  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  benefit  to  your  Majeftie,  it  were  good 
it  were  fettled  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  by  all  lawful 
means  that  may  be  thought  of,  which  notwithstanding, 
we  mod  humbly  leave  to  your  Majeftie's  higheft  wifdom. 
Tour  Majeftie's  moft  humble  and  faithful  Servants, 

Fr.  Verulam,  Cane.    H.Montagu.     Henry  Yelverton. 

4  OB  161 8.  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  writes  from  Tbeobaldes  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  that  the  King  being  defirous  to  be  fatisfied  of  the  gold  and  filver 
thread  bufinefs,  would  have  his  Lordfhip  coniult  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  and  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  therein. 

To  the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majeftie, 

I  Do  many  times,  with  gladnefs,  and  for  a  remedy  of 
my  other  labours,  revolve  in  my  mind  the  great  hap- 
pinefs  which  God  (of  his  lingular  goodnefs)  hath  accu- 
mulated upon  your  Majeftie  every  way ;  and  how  com- 
pleatthe  fame  would  be,  if  the  ftate  of  your  means  were 
once  re&ified  and  well  ordered.  Your  People  military 
and  obedient,  fit  for  war,  ufed  to  peace  $  your  Church  il- 
lightened  with  good  Preachers,  as  an  heaven  of  ftars . 
your  Judges  learned,  and  learning  from  you,  juft,  and 
juft  by  your  example ;  your  Nobility  in  a  right  diftance 
between  Crown  and  People,  no  oppreflbrs  of  the  People, 

N  2  no 
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From  the  Original,  it 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

JF  I  fliould  ufe  the  Count  de  Gondomar's  adtion,  I  fhould 
firft  lay  your  laft  letter  to  my  mouth,  in  token  of 
thanks,  and  then  to  my  heart  in  token  of  contentment, 
and  then  to  my  forehead  in  token  of  a  perpetual  remem- 
brance. 

I  fend  now  to  know  how  his  Majeftie  doth  after  his  re- 
move, and  to  give  you  account,  that  yefterday  was  a  day 
of  motions  in  the  Chancery.  This  day  was  a  day  of  motions 
in  the  Star  Chamber,  and  it  was  my  hap  to  clear  the  Bar, 
that  no  man  was  left  to  move  any  thing,  which  my  Lords 
were  pleafedto  note  they  never  faw  before.  To  morrow  is 
a  fealing  day ;  TTmrfday  is  the  funeral  day  ;  fo  that  I  pray 
your  Lordfhip  to  diredt  me  whether  I  (hall  attend  his  Ma- 
jeftie Fry  day  or  Saturday.  Fry  day  hath  fome  reliques  of 
bufinefs,  and  the  Commiflioners  of  Treafure  have  appoint* 
ed  to  meet ;  but  to  fee  his  Majeftie  is  to  me  above  all. 

1  have  fet  down  de  bene  e]fey  Suffolk's  caufe,  the  third 
fitting  next  Term;  if  the  wynd  fuffer  theCommiflion  of 
Ireland  tobe  fped.  I  ever  more  and  more  reft,  Tour  Lor d- 
Jhifs  m*ft  obliged  Friend  and  faithful  Servant, 

This  1 1*  of  May  1619.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

From 
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From  the  Original,  4 
To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  mofi  honourable  Lord, 

I  Acquainted  his  Majeftie  with  your  letter,  at  the  firft  op- 
portunity after  I  received  it,  who  was  very  well  pleafed 
with  that  account  of  your  careful  and  fpeedy  difpatch  of 
bufincfies,  &c.     Tours,  &c 

Greamicb,  1 3  m*j  1619.  G.  Buckingham, 

P.S.  Your  bufinefs  had  been  done  before  this,  but  I 
knew  not  whether  you  would  have  the  Attorney  or  Solid- 
tor  to  draw  it 

From  the  Original.  ± 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  noble  Lord, 

I  Shewed  your  letter  of  thankes  to  his  Majeftie,  who  lays 
there  are  too  many  in  it  for  fo  {mail  a  favour,  which 
he  holdeth  too  little  to  encourage  fo  well  a  defcrving  Ser- 
vant For  my  felfe  I  (hall  ever  rejoice  at  the  manifefta- 
tion  of  hisMajeftie's  favour  towards  you,  and  will  contri- 
bute all  that  is  in  me  to  the  encreafing  his  good  opinion, 
ever  rtfting,  Tour  Lord/hip's  faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

G.  Buckingham. 
From 
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From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lordy 

I  Send  his  Majeftie  a  volume  of  my  Lord  of  Bangor's 
and  my  Lord  Sheffield,  whereof  I  fpake  when  I  left 
his  Majeftie  at  Tbeobaldes.     His  Majeftie  may  be  pleafed 
at  his  own  good  time  and  pleafure,  to  caft  his  eye  upon  it. 
I  purpofe  at  my  coming  to  London  to  confer  with  the 
Chief  Juftice  as  his  Majeftie  appointed ;  and  to  put  the  bu- 
finefs  of  the  Purfevants  in  a  way,  which  I  think  will  be 
beft  by  a  Commiflion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer ;  for  the  Star 
Chamber,  without  confeflion,  is  longfeas.     I  fhould  advifc 
that  this  point  of  the  Purfevants  were  not  Angle,  but  that 
it  be  coupled  in  the  Commiflion  with  the  offences  of  Keep- 
ers of  prifons  hereabouts,  it  hath  a  great  affinity  ;   for 
Purfevants  are  but  ambulatory  Keepers,  and  it  works  upon 
the  fame  party,  of  the  Papifts.     And  it  is  that  wherein 
many  of  his  Majeftie's  and  the  Council's  fevere  charges 
have  been  hitherto  unfruitful :  and  it  doth  a  great  deal  of 
toifchief.     I  have  fome  other  reafons  for  it.     But  of  this 
lt  will  be  fitteft  to  advertize  more  particularly   what  I 
have  refolved  of  on  advice,    upon  conference  with  the 
Chief  Juftice.     I  am  wonderful  glad  to  hear  of  the  King's 
good  health.     God  preferve  his  Majeftie  and  your  Lord- 
*k*p.     I  ever  reft,  Tour  Lordjhifs  moji  obliged  Friend  and 
faithful  Servant, 

GorbamburyMshb  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

°f  J»h>  ,6l9- 


From 


96  Letters  of  the  Lard 

From  the  Original  £ 
To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  honourable  Lord, 

YOur  Lordfhip  hath  fent  fo  good  news  to  his  Majeftie, 
that  I  could  have  wifhed  you  had  been  the  reporter 
of  it  your  felf ;  but  feeing  you  came  not,  I  cannot  but  give 
ycu  thanks  for  employing  me  in  the  delivering  of  that 
which  pleafed  his  Majeftie  fo  well,  whereof  he  will  put 
your  Lordihip  in  minde,  when  he  feeth  you.  I  am  glad 
we  are  come  fo  near  together,  and  hoping  to  fee  you  at 
Windfir,  I  reft,  Tour  Lord/hip's  faithful  Friend  and  Ser- 
vant, 

G.  Buckingham. 

z^JMgmfi,  1619. 

From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  honourable  Lord, 

AS  I  was  reading  your  Lordfhip's  letter,  his  Majeftie 
came,  and  took  it  of  my  hands,  when  he  knew  from 
whom  it  came,  before  I  could  read  the  paper  inclofed ;  and 
told  me  that  you  had  done  like  a  wife  Counfellor :  firft  fet- 
tingdown  the  ftate  of  thequeftion,  and  then  propounding 
the  difficulties,  the  reft  being  to  be  done  in  its  own  time. 

I  am  glad  of  this  occafion  of  writing  to  your  Lordfhip, 
that  I  may  now  let  your  Lordfhip  underftandhisMajeftie's 
good  conceit  and  acceptation  of  your  fervice,  upon  your 
dilcourfc  with  him  zxWindfor,  which  though  I  heard  not 
my  lelfe,  yet  I  heard  his  Majeftie  much  commend  it  both 
7  for 
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for  the  method  and  the  affe&ion  you  (hewed  therein  to  his 
affairs,  in  fuch  earned  manner,  as  if  you  made  it  your 
only  ftudy  and  care  to  advance  his  Majeftie's  fervice.  And 
fo  I  reft,  Tour  Lord/hip's  faithful Friend  and  Servant, 

Wanftead,  9  Sept.  161 9.  G.  Buckingham. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Think  it  my  duty  to  let  his  Majeftie  know  what  I  find 
in  this  caufe  of  the  Ore  tenus.  For  as  his  Majeftiehath 
good  experience,  that  when  his  bufinefs  comes  upon  the 
ftage,  I  carry  it  with  ftrength  and  refolution  -,  fointhe 
proceedings  I  love  to  be  wary  and  confiderate. 

I  wrote  to  your  Lordfhip  by  my  laft,  that  I  hoped  by 
the  care  I  had  taken,  the  bufinefs  would  go  well,  but  with- 
out that  care  I  was  fure  it  would  not  go  well.  This  I 
meant  becaufe  I  had  had  conference  with  the  two  chief 
Juftices,  Sir  Edward  Cooke  being  prefent,  and  handled 
the  matter  fo,  that  not  without  much  ado,  I  left  both 
the  chief  Juftices  firm  to  the  caufe  and  fatisfied. 

But  calling  to  mind  that  in  the  main  bufinefs,  notwith- 
standing I  and  the  chief  Juftices  went  one  way,  yet  the 
'day  was  not  good  (and  I  fhould  be  loth  to  fee  more  of 
fuch  days)  I  am  not  without  fome  apprehenfion.  For 
though  we  have  Sir  Edward  Cooke  earneft  and  forward, 
infomuch  as  he  advifed  the  Ore  tenus,  before  I  knew  it 
aWanjled,  and  now  bound  the  Dutchmen  over  to  the  Star- 
chamber,  before  I  was  made  privy  >  unto  both  which  pro- 
ceedings I  did  neverthelefs  give  approbation :  yet  if  there 

O  fhould 
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fhould  be  either  the  major  part  of  the  votes  the  other 
way,  or  any  main  diilra&on,  though  we  bear  it  through, 
I  fhould  think  it  a  matter  full  of  inconvenience.  But 
that  which  gives  me  mod  to  think,  is  the  carriage  of 
Mr.  Attorney ,  which  lbrteth  neither  with  the  bufinefs* 
nor  with  himfelf:  for  as  I  hear  from  divers,  and  partly 
perceive,  he  is  fallen  from  earneft  to  be  cool  and  faint* 
Which  weaknefs,  if  it  fhould  make  the  like  alteration 
at  the  barre,  it  mought  overthrow  the  caufe.  All  the 
remedy  which  is  in  my  power,  is  by  the  advice  of  die 
Judges  to  draw  fbme  other  of  the  learned  Counfel  to  his 
help,  which  he  I  know  is  unwilling  with,  but  that  is  all 
one. 

This  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  write,  left  the  King  fhould 
think  me  afleep,  and  becaufe  I  know  that  his  Majeftic's 
judgment,  is  far  better  than  mine.  But  I  for  my  part 
mean  to  go  on  roundly,  and  fo  I  ever  reft,  Tour  Lord/hip's 
mojt  obliged  Friend  and  faithful  Servant. 

9  o.itier  1619.  Fr,  Verulam,  Cane. 

P.  S.  If  the  King  in  his  great  wifdom  fhould  any  ways 
incline  to  have  the  Ore  tenus  put  off,  then  the  way  were 
to  command,  that  the  matter  of  the  Ore  tenus  fhould  be 
given  in  evidence,  by  way  of  aggravation  in  the  main 
caufe.  And  it  is  true,  that  if  this  precurfbry  matter  goeth. 
well,  it  giveth  great  entrance  into  the  main  caufe  ;  if  ill, 
contrariwife  it  will  do  hurt  aod  difadvantage  to  the 
main. 

From 
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From  the  Original,  jfe 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
My  honourable  Lord, 

rH  E  news  of  this  vi£ory  hath  (6  well  pleafed  his 
Majeftie,  that  he  giveth  thanks  to  all ;  and  I  among 
the  reft,  who  had  no  other  part,  but  the  delivering  of  your 
letter,  had  my  part  of  his  good  acceptation,  which  he 
would  have  rewarded  after  the  Roman  fafhion  with  every 
Man  a  garland,  if  it  had  been  now  in  ufe ;  but  after  the 
fafhion  of  his  gratious  goodnefs,  he  giveth  your  Lordfhip 
thanks  :  and  would  have  you  deliver  the  like  in  his  Ma- 
jeftie's  name  to  Sir  Edward  Coke  and  the  Judges.  Your 
news  which  came  the  firft,  gave  his  Majeftie  a  very  good 
breakfafte,  and  I  hope  his  health  will  be  the  better  after  it. 
Tour  Lordjhifs  faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

1 4  oaober,  1 6 1 9.  G.  Buckingham. 

This  letter  was  endorfed, 

Thanks  on  thefuccejfe  in  the  Ore  tenus  againji  the  Dutch. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THefe  things  which  I  write  now  and  heretofore  in 
this  caufe ;  I  do  not  write,  fo  as  any  can  take 
knowledge  that  I  write,  but  I  difpatch  things  ex  officio 
here,  and  yet  think  it  fit  inwardly  to  advertize  the  King, 
what  doth  occurre.  And  I  do  aflure  your  Lordfhip,  that 
if  I  did  ferve  any  King,  whom  I  did  not  think  farre  away 

O  z  wifer 
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wifer  than  my  felf,  I  would  not  write  in  the  midft  of 
buiinefs,  but  go  on  of  my  felf. 

This  morning,  notwithftanding  my  fpeech  yefterday 
*  Of  Lenox,  with  the  *  Duke>  he  delivered  this  letter  inclofed,  and  I 
having  cleared  the  room  of  allfave  the  Court  and  learned 
Counfel  (whom  I  required  to  ftay)  the  letter  was  read  a 
little  before  our  hour  of  fitting.  When  it  was  read, 
Mr.  Attorney  began  to  move,  that  my  Lord  fhould  not 
acknowledge  his  offences,  as  he  conceived  he  had  com- 
mitted them,  but  as  they  were  charged;  and  fome  of  the 
Lords  fpeaking  to  that  point,  I  thought  fit  to  interrupt  and 
divert  that  kind  of  queftion ;  and  faid,  before  we  confi- 
dered  of  the  extent  of  my  Lord's  fubmiflion,we  were  firft  to 
confider  of  the  extent  of  our  own  duty  and  power ;  for  that 
I  conceived  it  was  neither  fit  for  us  to  ftay  proceeding,  nor 
to  move  his  Majeftie  in  that  which  was  before  us  in  courfc 
of  Juftice.  Unto  which  (being  once  propounded  by  me) 
all  the  Lords  and  the  reft  una  voce  affented.  I  would  not 
fo  much  as  afke  the  queftion,  whether  though  we  pro- 
ceeded, I  fhould  fend  the  letter  to  his  Majeftie,  becauie  I 
would  not  ftreighten  his  Majeftie  in  any  thing. 

The  evidence  went  well  (I  will  not  fay  I  fometime 
help  it,  as  far  as  was  fit  for  a  Judge)  and  at  the  arifing 
of  the  Court,  I  moved  their  Lordfhips  openly,  whether 
they  would  not  continue  this  caufe  from  day  to  day,  till  it 
were  ended;  which  they  thought  not  fit  in  regard  of  the 
general  juftice,  which  would  be  delayed  in  all  Courts. 
Yet  afterwards  within  I  prevailed  fo  far  as  we  have  ap- 
pointed to  fit  Wednefday^  Thurfday  and  Fryday,  and  to 
fit  by  eight  of  the  clock,  and  fo  to  difpatch  it  before  the 
King  come,  if  we  can.  God  preferve  and  profper  you. 
a  I  ever 
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I  ever  reft,  TourLordJhifsmoJl  obliged  Friend  and  faith- 
Jul  Servant \ 

"r%J?.f4tf£  Fr.Vcrulam,  Cane. 

Clock,  1619. 

From  the  Original.  & 
To  the  Lord  Chancellour. 

My  honourable  Lord, 

I  Have  received  your  letters  by  both  your  fervants,  and 
have  acquainted  his  Majeftie  with  them,  who  is  ex- 
ceedingly pleafed  with  the  courfeyou  have  held  in  the  Earl 
of  Suffolk's  bufinefs,  and  holdeth  himfelfe  foe  much  the 
more  beholding  to  you,  becaufeyou  fent  the  letter  of  your 
own  motion,  without  order  or  confent  of  the  Lords, 
whereby  his  Majeftie  is  not  tyed  to  an  anfwer.  His  Ma* 
jeftie  hath  underftood  by  many,  how  worthily  your  Lord- 
fhip  hath  carryed  yourfelfe  both  in  this  and  the  Dutch  bufi- 
nefs 3  for  which  he  hath  commanded  me  togiveyou  thanks 
in  his  name,  and  feeth  your  care  to  be  fo  great  in  all  things- 
that  concern  his  fervice,  that  he  cannot  but  much  rejoyce 
in  the  truft  of  fuch  a  fervant,  which  is  no  leffe  comfort  to- 
Tour  Lordjhifs  faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

Rijftwy  23  onobcr  »6i9.  G.  Buckingham. 

Indorsed  thus, 

On  my  Lord  of  Bucks  inclofxng  a  letter  of  fubmijjion 
from  my  Lord  of  Suffolk. 


From 
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From  the  Original  in  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  Library. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

MY  Lord  of  Suffolk's  caufe  is  this  day  fentenced. 
My  Lord  and  his  Lady  fined  at  30000/.  with 
imprifonment  in  the  Tower  at  their  own  charges.  Bing- 
ley  at  2000/.  and  committed  to  the  Fleet.  Sir  Edward 
Cooke  did  his  part,  I  have  not  heard  him  do  better,  an£ 
began  with  a  fine  of  an  1 00000  /.  but  the  Judges  firft,  and 
mod  of  the  reft  reduced  it  as  before.  I  do  not  diflike  that 
things  paHed  moderately,  and  all  things  confidered  it  is 
not  amifle,  and  might  eafily  have  been  worfe. 

There  was  much  fpeaking  of  interceding  for  the  King's 
mercy,  which  in  my  opinion,  was  not  fo  proper  for  afen- 
tence.  I  faid  in  conclufion,  that  mercy  was  to  come  ex 
mero  motu^  and  fo  left  it.  I  took  fome  other  occafion  per- 
tinent to  do  the  King  honour  by  {hewing  how  happy  he 
was  in  all  other  parts  of  his  government,  fave  only  in  the 
manage  of  his  Treafure  by  thefe  Officers. 

I  have  fent  the  King  a  new  Bill  for  Sufex,  for  my  Lord 
of  Nottingham's  certificate  was  true,  and  I  told  the  Judges 
of  it  before,  but  they  negledted  it.  I  conceive  the  firft 
man,  which  is  newly  fet  down,  is  the  fitteft.  God  ever 
preferve  and  keep  you,  &c.  Tour  Lordjhip's  moji  obliged 
Friend  and  faithful  Servant, 

II  Nwmhr  1619.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

From 
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From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  'Buckingham* 

My  very  good  Lor d> 

I  Do  not  love  to  interlope  by  writing  in  the  midft  of  bu- 
finefs.  But  becaufe  his  Majeftie  commanded  me  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  any  occurrence  which  mought  crofs  the 
way,  I  have  thought  fit  to  let  his  Majeftie  know  what 
hath  pa(Ted  this  day. 

This  day  (which  was  the  day  fet  down)  the  great  caufe 
of  the  Dutchmen  was  entered  into.  The  pleading  being 
opened,  and  the  cafe  ftated  by  the  Counfel ;  the  Counfel  of 
the  Defendants  made  a  motion  to  have  certain  examina- 
tions taken  concerning  the  old  Defendants  fiipprefled,  be- 
caufe they  were  taken  fince  the  laft  hearing. 

I  fet  the  bufinefs  in  a  good  way,  and  fhewed  they  were 
but  fupplemental,  and  that  at  the  laft  hearing  there  were 
fame  things  extrajudicial  alledged  ad  infirmandam  confeien- 
tiamjudicis,  and  therefore  there  was  more  reafon  thefe 
fliould  be  ufed  ad  informandam  confeientiam  judicisy 
and  that  there  was  order  for  it.  The  order  was  read,  and 
approved  both  by  the  Court,  and  the  Defendant's  own  Coun- 
fel ;  but  it  was  alledged,  that  the  order  was  not  entered  time 
enough,  whereby  the  Defendants  mought  likewife  exa- 
mine; wherein  certainly  there,  wasfome  flipor  forgetfulnefs 
in  Mr.  Attorney  or  Britten  that  followed  it,  which  I  wiih 
had  been  otherwife,  yet  it  went  fair  out  of  the  Court. 

But  after  dinner  my  Lords  were  troubled  with  it,  and 

after  much  difpute,  we  have  agreed  to  confer  filently>  and 

fine  Jirepitu  to  morrow,  and  fet  all  ftreight,  calling  the 

2  Judges, 
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Judges,  and  the  learned  Coanfel,  with  whom  I  have 
lpoken  this  evening,  I  think,  to  good  purpofe.  For  in 
good  faith  I  am  fain  to  be  omnibus  omnia,  as  St.  Paul 
lakh,  to  fet  forward  his  Majeftie's  fervice. 

I  diicern  a  kind  of  inclination  to  take  hold  of  all  ac 
cidents  to  put  off  the  caufe,  whereunto  neither  I  fh^U 
give  way,  nor  I  hope  his  Majeftie ;  to  morrow,  if  cadfe 
be,  I  (hall  write  more,  but  I  hope  all  (hall  bewdL  lever 
reft,  Tour  Lord/bip's  moft  obliged  Friend  and  faitbfwl 
Servant,  *    » 

^^Z  Fr.Voulam,  G*r. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 
Have  conferred  with  Sir  Lyonel  Cranfield  according  to 


I 


his  Majeftie's  fpecial  commandement,  touching  two 
points  of  value,  for  the  advancement  (the  one  prefent, 
the  other  fpeedy)  of  his  Majeftie's  revenue. 

The  firft  is  of  the  Corans,  to  reftore  the  impofitkm  of 
five  (hillings  fix  pence  laid  in  the  late  Queen's  time,  and 
drawn  down  unduly  to  ferve  private  turns  to  three  (hil- 
lings four  pence;  which  will  amount  to  above  three  thou- 
sand pounds  yearly  increafe. 

The  other  is  of  the  Tobacco,  for  which  there  is  offered 
2000  /.  increafe  yearly,  to  begin  at  Michaelmas  next,  is 
it  now  is,  and  3000  /.  increafe,  if  the  plantations  of  To- 
bacco here  within  land  be  reftraincd. 

J  approve  in  my  own  judgment  both  propofitions,  with 

thefc 
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thefe  cautions.  That  for  the  firft,  the  farmers  of  the  Corons 
do  by  inftrument  under  their  Seal  relinquish  to  the  King 
all  their  claim  thereto,  by  any  general  words  of  their  pa- 
tent. And  for  the  Second,  that  the  bargain  be  concluded 
and  made  before  the  Proclamation  go  forth;  wherein  per- 
haps there  will  occur  fome  doubt  in  law,  becaufe  it  re- 
ftraineth  the  fubjedt  in  the  imployment  of  his  freehold  at 
his  liberty.  But  being  fo  many  ways  pro  bono  publico  I 
think  it  good  enough. 

His  Majeftie  may  therefore  be  pleafed  to  write  his  letter 
to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  TreaSury,  Signifying  his  Ma- 
jeftie's  pleafure  diredtly  in  both  points,  to  have  them  done, 
and  leaving  to  us  the  consideration  de  modo.  God  ever 
profper  you.  I  reft,  Tour  Lord/hip's  moji  obliged  Friend 
and  faithful  Servant, 

22  Nov.  1 619.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

From  the  Original,  g 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Send  the  fubmiffion  of  Sir  Thomas  Laque  drawne  in 
fuch  forme  as  upon  a  meeting  with  me,  of  the  chief 
Juftices,  and  the  learned  Counfel,  was  conceyved  agreable 
to  his  Majeftie's  meaning  and  directions ;  yet  left  we  Should 
erre,  we  thought  good  to  fend  it  to  his  Majeftie.  It  is  to  be 
returned  with  fpeed,  or  elfe  there  will  be  no_day  in  Court 
to  make  it.  God  blefs  and  profper  you,  I  reft,  Tour  Lord- 
pip's  mojl  obliged  Friend,  and  faithful  Servant, 

zZNovemb.  1619.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

P  From 
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From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  Honourable  Lordy 

I  Have  acquainted  his  Majeftie  with  your  LordfhipV 
letter,  and  with  the  fubmiflion  you  fent  drawn  for  Sir 
Thomas  Lake,  which  his  Majeftie  liketh  well,  and  becaufe 
he  ferved  him  in  fo  honourable  a  place,  is  gracioufly 
pleafed  that  he  maketh  fubmifllon  in  writing,  fo  that  my 
Lady  of  Exceter  be  contented  and  the  Lords,  whom  his 
Majeftie  would  have  you  acquaint  therewith,  and  fo  I  refb 
Tour  Lor djhip's  faithful  Friend,  and  Servant, 

Newmarket,  29  Nov.  1 6 1 9.  G.  Buckingham.. 

From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Marquis  0/ Buckingham; 

My  very  good  Lord, 

WE  fcntence  to  morrow,   but  I  write  to  day,  bc- 
caufe  I  would  not  leave  the  King  in  fufpenfe. 
I  fhall  write,  not  fo  good  news,  as  I  would,  but  better 
than  I  expedted. 

We  met  amongft  our  felves  to  day,  which  I  find  was 
neceflary,  more  than  convenient.  I  gave  ayme  that  the 
meeting  was  not  to  give  a  privie  verdidt  or  to  determine 
what  was  a  good  proofe  or  not  a  good  proofe,  nor  who  was 
guilty  or  not  guilty,  but  only  to  think  of  fome  fit  propor- 
tion 
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tion  of  thefynes,  that  there  rnought  be  lefs  diftradtidrt  ift 
the  fentence,  in  a  caufe  fo  fcattered  ;  fome  would  have 
entered  into  the  matter  it  felf,  but  I  made  it  good  and  kept 
them  from  it. 

I  perceive  the  old  Defendants  will  be  ceniured  as  weli  as 
the  new,  (which  was  the  gole)  and  I  am  perfwaded  the 
King  will  have  a  gmt  cteale  df  honour  of  the  caufe. 
Their  fynes  will  be  moderate,  but  far  from  contemptible. 
The  Attorney  did  very  well  to  day ;  I  perceive  he  is  a  bet- 
ter pleader  than  a  director,  and  more  eloquent  than  con- 
fidence: 

Litde  thinks  the  King  what  adoe  I  have  here,  but  I  am 
luce  1  acquit  my  mift.  To  morrow  I  will  write  particu- 
larly; God  ever  preferve  you.  Tour  Lord/hi fs  moft  <h 
iliged  Friend  and  faithful  Servant y 

Tue/day  afternoon,  this  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

7th  Deccmb.  1619. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  writes  that  he  had  acquainted  his  Majeftie  with 
this  letter,  who  commanded  him  to  give  the  Lord  Chancellor  thanks  for  his  fpeed 
in  advertising  thofe  things  that  pafs,  and  for  the  great  care  he  ever  feeth  his  Lord- 
fliip  has  in  his  fervice. 

From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  Lord* 

HI  S  Majefty  having  feen  in  this  great  bufinefs  your 
exceeding  care  and  diligence  in  his  fervice  by  the 
cfleft  which  hath  followed  thereupon,  hath  commanded 
me  to  give  you  many  thanks  in  his  name,  and  to  tell  you 

P  2  that 
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that  he  feeth  you  play  the  part  of  all  in  all,  &c.     Tours, 
Kfvmarift,  the  G.  Buckingham. 

10  December,   1619. 
Lnforfed,  in  the  Dutch  crafe. 

From  the  Original.  & 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord \ 

TO  keep  form,  I  have  written  immediately  to  his 
Majeftie  of  Juftice  Croie's  death,  and  fend  your 
Lordfhip  the  letter  open,  wifhing  time  were  not  loft. 
God  preferve  and  profper  you.     Tour  Lord/hip's  ever. 

24  Jan.  1 619.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Doubt  not  but  Sir  Giles  Montpejfon  advertifeth  your 
Lordfhip  how  our  revenue  bufinefs  proceeds.  I  would 
his  Majeftie  had  refted  upon  the  firft  names ;  for  the  addi- 
tional, fpecially  the  Exchequer  man,  doth  not  onely 
weaken  the  matter,  but  weakeneth  my  forces  in  it,  he  be- 
ing thought  to  have  been  brought  in  acrofle.  But  I  goe 
on  and  hope  good  fervice  will  be  done. 

For  the  Commiflions  to  be  publifhed  in  the  Star-cham- 
ber, for  which  it  pleafeth  his  Majeftie  to  give  me  fpecial 
thanks,  I  will  have  fpecial  care  of  them  in  time.     God 

ever 
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ever  profper  you.     Tour  Lord/hi fs  moft  obliged  Friend, 
and  faithful  Servant, 

,    r  „  f    ,  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

loth  of  Feb.  1619. 

.  From  the  Original. 

To  the  King. 

May  itpleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majeftie, 

According  to  your  commandement,  we  met  together 
yefterday  at  Whitehall,  and  there  confulted  what 
courfe  were  fitteft  to  be  taken  now  in  thisbufinefs  of  your 
Majeftie's  Attorney  General,  both  for  the  fatisfying  your 
own  honour,  as  alfo  for  calling  in  the  late  exorbitant 
charter  of  the  City  j  which  are  the  two  ends,  as  we  con- 
ceive, that  your  Majeftie  propofed  unto  your  felf. 

To  effedt  both  which,  we  humbly  prefume  to  prefent 
thus  much  unto  your  Majeftie  as  our  opinion.  Firft> 
that  an  information  be  put  into  the  Star-chamber,  as  we 
formerly  advifed,  againft  your  Attorney  as  delinquent, 
againft  the  Mayor,  &c.  as  interefled,  and  againft  the 
Recorder  alfo  mixtly  with  fome  touch  of  charge. 

That  thej  fubmiflion  by  letter  offered  by  Mr.  Attorney 
is  noway  fatisfadtory  for  your  Majeftie's  honour,  but  is  to 
be  of  record  by  way  of  anfwer,  and  deduced  to  more 
particulars. 

That  any  fubmiflion  or  furrender  of  the  Patents  by  the 
City,  fhould  be  alfo  of  record  in  their  anfwer  5  and  no 
other  can  be  received  with  your  Majeftie's  honour,  but  by 
anfwer  in  Court :  the  fame  to  come  meerly  of  themfelves, 
without  any  motion  on  your  Majeftie's  behalf,  dire&ly  or 

indi- 
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indiredtly  ;  which  being  done  in  this  form,  it  wifl  be  af- 
terwards in  your  Majeflie's  choice  and  pleafure  to  uie 
mercy,  and  to  fufpend  any  farther  proceedings  againfl  your 
Attorney. 

That  it  is  of  neceffity  as  well  for  the  putting  in  of  this 
information,  as  for  your  Majeflie's  other  urgent  and  pub- 
lick  fervices  in  that  and  other  Courts,  to  have  a  fequeflra- 
tion  prefently  of  your  Attorney,  and  a  provifional  Com- 
mifllon  to  fome  other  during  your  Majeflie's  pleafure  to 
execute  that  charge.  For  both  which  inflxuments  fegai 
fhall  be  provided  as  foon  as  your  Majeflie's  pleafure  is 
known.  To  which  we  humbly  and  dutifully  fubmk  our 
advice,  and  opinion,  befeeching  God  to  blefs  your  Ma- 
jeflie's facred  perfon  with  continuance  and  encreafe  of  much 
health  and  happinefs.  Wherewith  humbly  kifling  your 
royal  hands,  we  refl,  Tour  Majeflie's  moji  Immble,  and 
faithful  fabjetts  and  fervants, 

,,.„..«,  Fr.Verulam,  Cane.   T.Arundelr 

At  your  Majcltie  s  Palace 

tf  Whitehall,  \tjune  Robert  Naunton,      Geo.  Calvert,. 

,62a  Jul.Oefar,  Edw.Coke. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 
My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Have  lately  certified  his  Majeftie  on  the  behalf  of  Sir 
George  Chaworth,  by  Secretary  Calvert,  touching  the 
place  of  a  Remembrancer  in  the  Chancery  for  fetting* 
down  of  caufes.     And  becaufe  the  Gentleman  telieth  me 
the  King  thought  my  certificate  a  little  doubtful,   he  de- 
fired 
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fired  me  to  write  to  your  Lordftiip,  touching  my  appro- 
bation more  plainly.  It  is  true,  that  I  conceive  it  to  be 
a  good  bufinefs,  and  will  be  for  the  fervice  of  the  Court 
and  eafe  of  the  Subject ;  I  will  look  it  fhall  be  accompa- 
nied with  good  cautions. 

We  ruffle  over  bufinefs  here  in  Council  apace,  and  I 
think  to  reafonable  good  purpofe.  By  my  next  I  will 
write  of  fome  fit  particulars.  I  ever  reft,  Tour  mojl  obli- 
ged Friend  and  faithful  Servant, 

21  June  1620.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  &  % 

My  very  good  Lord, 

THE  Tobacco  bufinefs  is  well  fettled  in  all  points. 
For  the  Coals,  they  that  brought  the  offer  to  Secre- 
tary Calvert,  do  very  bafely  (brink  from  their  words  $  but 
we  are  cafting  about  to  piece  it  and  perfect  it.  The  two 
Goofe  quils  Maxwell  and  Alured  have  been  pulled,  and 
they  have  made  fubmiflions  in  that  kind  which  the  Board 
thought  fit :  For  we  would  not  do  them  the  honour  to 
require  a  recantation  of  their  opinion,  but  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  prefumption. 

His  Majeftie  doth  very  wifely  (not  (hewing  much  care 
or  regard  to  it)  yet  really  to  fupprefs  this  licentious  courfe 
of  talking  and  writing.  My  old  Lord  Burghley  was  wont 
to  fay,  that  the  Frenchman  when  he  hath  talked  he  hath 
done ;  but  the  Englijhman  when  he  hath  talked,  he  begins. 
It  evaporateth  malice  and  difcontent  in  the  one,  and  kind- 
leth  it  in  the  other.     And  therefore  upon  fome  fit  occa- 

fion 
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fion  I  wifh  a  more  publick  example.  The  King's  ftate, 
if  I  fhould  now  dye  and  were  opened,  would  be  found 
at  my  heart,  as  Queen  Mary  faid  of  Calais ;  we  find  ad- 
ditional ftill,  but  the  confumption  goeth  on.  I  pray  God 
give  his  Majeftie  refolution,  paffing  by  at  once  all  impe- 
diments and  lefs  refpedts,  to  do  that  which  may  help  it, 
before  it  be  irremediable.  God  ever  preferve  and  pros- 
per your  Lordfhip.  Tour  Lordjhifs  mojl  obliged  Friend 
and  faithful  Servant, 

^  ,    ,  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

23  July  1620. 

I  have  flaid  the  thoufand  pounds  fet  upon  Englefeld  for 
his  Majeftie,  and  given  order  for  levying  it. 

From  the  Original.   & 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

ONE  gave  me  a  very  good  precept  for  the  Stone; 
that  I  fhould  think  of  it  moft  when  I  feel  it  leaft. 
This  I  apply  to  the  King's  bufinefs,  which  furely  I  revolve 
moft  when  I  am  leaft  in  a&ion,  whereof  at  my  atten- 
dance I  will  give  his  Majeftie  fuch  account  as  can  proceed 
from  my  poor  and  mean  abilities,  which  as  his  Majeftie 
out  of  grace  may  think  to  be  more  than  they  are,  fo  I 
out  of  deixre  may  think  fometime  they  can  effe<ft  more  than 
they  can.  But  ftill  it  muft  be  remembred,  that  the  ftring- 
ing  of  the  harp,  nor  the  tuning  of  it  will  not  ferve,  ex- 
cept it  be  well  plaied  on  from  time  to  time. 

If  his  Majeftie's  bufinefs  or  commandements  require  it, 

I  will  attend  him  at  Windfor,  though  I  would  be  glad  to 

2  be 
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befpared,  becaufe  quick  ayres  at  this  time  of  the  year  do 
affecl:  me.  At  London,  and  fo  at  Theobaldes  and  Hamp* 
ton-Court,  I  will  not  fail  God  willing  to  wait  upon  his 
Majeftie.  Mean  while  I  am  exceeding  glad  to  hear  his 
Majeftie  hath  been  lufty  and  well  this  progrefs.  Thus, 
much  defiring  to  fee  your  Lordfliip,  cujus  amor  tantum 
ndhi  crefcit  in  boras  (as  the  Poet  faith)  I  ever  remain  Tour 
Lordjbifs  moji  obliged  Friend  and  faithful  Servant, 

(krbamburj  this  30*  Fr  Verulam    Caw 

oiJHgMft,  1610.  *  veruiam>  ww. 

From  the  Original.  ± 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

1  Write  now  onely  a  letter  of  thanks  to  his  Majeftie, 
for  that  I  hear,  in  my  abfence  he  was  pleafed  to  ex- 
prefs  towards  me  (though  unworthy)  a  great  deal  of 
grace  and  good  opinion  before  his  Lords ;  which  is  much 
to  my  comfort,  whereunto  I  mull  ever  impute  your  Lord- 
(hip  as  acceflary.  I  have  alfo  written  to  him  what  figni- 
fication  I  received  from  Secretary  Naunton  of  his  Majc- 
ftic's  will  and  pleafure,  left  in  fo  great  a  bufinefs  there 
fliould  be  any  miftaking. 

The  paine  of  my  foot  is  gone,  but  the  weaknefs  doth 
a  little  remain,  fo  as  I  hope  within  a  day  or  two  to  have 
full  ufe  of  it  I  ever  remaine  Tour  Lordjhifs  moft  obli- 
ged Friend  and  faithful  Servant \ 

2  oa.  1620.  Fn  Verulam,  Cane. 

O  From 
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Ti  die  Ki*g. 

It  nar  x&Ee  yur  WaterHe^ 

ITjlir'il  3tt  idE  hi  iiimitiuiafg  Man  that  I  could 
jscr  incm  ttel  it  ?~xauaum*  Bat  I  hear  that  yoar 
ifeedie  T3TTT  innc  is  Goi  Jtixmg&cr  aicth  to  do,  which 
is  :a  ixn  zrl  nrc  zpasL  in  "frar  tout  Majefiie  hath  been 
^icuca:  irrrn  mir  Ji-.:ui*m  31  03R&  before  your  Lords 
•*:\ir  xrntzens  unman  jnd  iyanr  xiwuds  me,  which  I 
nun:  Tummy  doaik]RXBr%ae£r  £r.  and  will  afpire  to 


iczearr  .^wnw  :nis>ia3r  braapic  me  your  pleafure  ia 
j=rain.iutcs:  :nsr  I  in:giii  ureie  TyjAsbc  two  Chief  Jufti- 
cs  .^f  P^iaim-n  men  smLSrSJszarJCaie (who  isalfo 
rfrgV  :ctiitt  In.  £eec  ScTKcic'  sml  Sr  RadaJI  Crewe  the 
mfc  -Srwigr.  unr  ucfr  ^oer  finises  as  we  ihould  think 
in  amdiirac  aac  wiuir  sacngac  e  true  policy,  without 
puoerrg  ^  ie^euerore  arss*.  gEqahic  to  a  Parliament,  in 
cde  jeer  Miwsfce  ihciiM  ruc£vc  of  one  to  be  held,  and 
w^tm!T  be  ^g?i,Tjoi  32  hk  £zbe  fttracohr  points!  which 
ycer  Mxedie  *erT  vid&r  frfcidaioccd. 

All  yrcr  >Ccen5e%s  btirrrgab  hjuper  cor  meant,  for  I 
Lit  It  rj  hsw-z,  hct  rfu>  cs  a  l^ssoeSkJecunJum  cor  meum  % 
azd  yet,  as  J  w3I  do  tout Mik1&  allpoflible  good  Services 
r:  it,  to  I  am  in  frcm  licking  to  impropriate  to  my  felf 
the  thi-ks  but  thall  becoasr  z*ru&us  tmnia  (as  St.  Paul* 
iivthe)  co  attaint  your  Maidlk  s  ends. 

As  ioon  as  I  have  occalion,   I  will  write  to  your  Ma- 
jcilie  touching  the  lame,  and  will  have  fpecial  care  to 

comma- 
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coxxmunicate  with  my  Lords,  in  fome  principal  points, 
though  all  things  are  not  at  firft  fit  for  the  whole  Table! 
I  ever  reft,   Tour  Majejtie's  mojl  bounden  and  mojl  devoted 
Servant, 

\   *OM<ri6zo.  Fr.Verulam,  Cane, 

Your  Majeftie  needeth  not  to  doubt  but  I  fhall  carry  the 
bufinefs  with  that  fecrecy  which  appertained. 

From  the  Original. 
To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

VEfterday  I  called  unto  us  the  two  Chief  Juftices  and 
Serjeant  Crewe  about  the  Parliament  bufinefs.    To' 
call  more  Judges  I  thought  not  good.     It  would  be  little 
toafliftance,    much  to  fecrecy:   The  diftribution  of  the 
bufinefs  we  made  was  into  four  parts. 

Firjl,  The  perufing  of  the  former  Grievance,  and  of 
things  of  like  nature  which  have  comen  fihee. 

Secondly,  The  confideration  of  a  Proclamation  with  the 
claufes  thereof,  efpecially  touching  Ele&ions,  which  claufes 
^verthelefs  we  are  of  opinion  fhould  be  rather  monitory 
*kan  exckifive. 

Thirdly,  Theinclufive :  that  is  to  fay,  what  perfons  were 
**t  to  be  of  the  houfe,  tending  to  make  a  fufficient  and 
^ell  compofed  houfe  of  the  abieft  Men  of  the  Kingdom, 
^t  to  be  advifed  with  circa  ardua  regni,  as  the  ftyle  of  the  * 
Xvrits  goeth,  according  to  the  pure  and  true  inftitution  of  a 
^^rliament ;  and  of  the  means  to  place  fuch  perfons 
Without  novelty  or  much  observation.    For  thjs  purpofe 

Qj5  we 
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we  made  fome  lifts  of  names  of  the  prime  Councilors, 
and  principal  Statefmen  or  Courtiers;  of  the  graveft  or 
wileft  Lawyers;  of  thcmoft  refpe&ive  andbeft  tempered 
Knights  and  Gentlemen  of  the  County.  And  here  obittr 
we  did  not  forget  to  confider  who  were  the  Boutefeus  of 
tiie  laft  fcffion,  how  many  of  them  are  dead,  how  many 
reduced,  and  how  many  remain,  and  what  were  fit  to  be 
dene  concerning  them. 

Fra^r/r,  The  having  ready  of  fome  Commonwealth 
Bills,  thit  may  add  refped  and  acknowledgment  of  the 
Kirg">  ore ;  not  wooing  Bills,  to  make  the  King  and  his 
gnces  cheap ;  hot  good  matter  to  let  them  on  work,  that 
as  empty  ftomack  do  not  feed  upon  humor. 

Of  theie  four  points,  that  which  concerneth  Perfons 
is  not  ib  w  to  be  communicated  with  the  Council-table, 
but  to  be  kept  within  fewer  hands.  The  other  three 
may  when  they  are  ripe. 

Mean  while  I  thought  good  to  give  his  Majeftie  an  ac- 
count what  is  done,  and  in  doing,  humbly  craving  his  di- 
rection if  any  thing  be  to  be  altered  or  added ;  though  it 
may  be  our  felvcs  (hall  have  fecond  thoughts,  this  being 
but  the  refult  of  our  firft  meeting. 

The  ftate  of  his  Majcftie's  Treafure  ftill  makcth  me 
lad ;  and  I  am  lorry  I  was  not  at  'Theobalds  to  report  it, 
or  that  it  was  not  done  by  my  fellows.  It  is  moft  neceffa- 
ry  we  do  it  faithfully  and  freely.  For  to  flatter  in  this 
were  to  betray  his  Majeftie  with  a  kifs.  I  humbly  pray  his 
Majeftie  to  think  of  my  former  counfel,  and  this  I  will 
promile  that  whomfoever  his  Majeftie  fhall  make  Trea- 
surer, if  his  Majeftie  fhall  direft  him  to  have  relation  to 
my  advice,  I  will  continue  the  lame  cane  and  advice  I  do 


nowj 
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now,  and  much  more  chearfully  when  I  fhall  perceive,  that 
toy  propofitions  fliall  not  be  Ltterxjcript*  in  glade. 
'  Mean  while  to  keep  the  Commiflion  in  doing  of  feme* 
what  worth  the  doing  $  it  may  pleafe  his  Majeftie  to  take 
knowledge,  that  upon  our  report  we  had  agreed  to  make 
remonftrance  to  him,  that  we  thought  Ireland  mought 
(if  his  Majeftie  leave  it  to  our  care)  be  brought  by  divers 
good  expedients  to  bear  their  own  charge;  and  therefore 
his  Majeftie  may  be  pleafed  by  his  commandement  to  fet  us 
in  hand  with  it,  out  of  hand.  God  ever  profper  you. 
Your  Lordjhif  s  moji  obliged  Friend  and  faithful  Servant, 

Fr.VeruIam,  Cane* 

7  O&fier,  1620. 

From  the  Original.  ± 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

.  Myhordy 

IHave  acquainted  his  Majeftie  with  your  letter,  and  labour 
in  his  fcrvice,  for  which  he  commandeth  me  to  give 
you  thanks,  and  to  let  your  Lordihip  know,  that  he  liketh 
exceeding  well  your  method  held  by  the  Judges,  which 
could  not  be  amended,  and  concurreth  with  you  in  your 
opinions.  Firjl,  touching  the  Proclamation,  that  it 
lhould  be  monitory  and  perfwafive  rather  than  compulfive: 
andfecondfyy  that  the  point  concerning  the  perfons,  who 
fhould  be  admitted,  and  who  avoided,  is  fit  to  be  kept  from 
die  knowledge  of  the  Council  table,  and  to  be  carried 
with  all  fecrecy. 

For  the  bufinefs  of  Ireland,  his  Majeftie  had  heard  of  it 
before,  and  gave  commandement  to  the  Mailer  <,  of  the 

Wards, 
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fi>  wetie.  oor  *>  true  an  Interpreter,  or  (as  I  am 
m  ffcyie  your  Lordflixp)  never  fb  inward  a  Secreta* 
<yethcrCahinrr,  Hoc  of  your  laid  work  (which  came 
kit  this  week  to  mr  hands)  I  ihall  find  occafion  to  fpeak 
note  hereafter ;  hating  yet  read  only  the  firit  book  there- 
of ad  a  few  Aphrifins  of  die  fcconA  For  it  is  not  a 
hamper  that  men  mar  fbperficially  tafte,  and  put  up  the 
reft  in  their  pockets;  but  in  truth  a  folidfeaft,  which  re- 
tgfxireth.  doe  mafliadon.*— -And  fo  on. 


\ 


I  am  gone  further  than  I  meant  in  fpeaking  of  this 
ciirilnn  labour,  while  the  delight  yet  I  feel,  and  even  die  \ 

pride  that  I  take  in  a  certain  congeniality  (as  I  may  term  k) 
wkhyoarLofdihip's  ftudks,  will  fcant  let  me  ceafe.     And  I 

indeed  I  owe  your  Lordihip  even  by  promife,  (which  you  * 

are  picked  to  remember,  and  thereby  doubly  binding  me)  • 

£xne  trouble  this  way ;  I  mean  by  the  commerce  of  Phi-  ^ 

lotophkal  experiments,  which  furely,  of  all  other,  is  the 
wdcA  mgeniMS  traffick*  ^^^ 

A  letterfrom  the  Lord  Chancellor  Vet  ulam  to  the  ^J 

Uniiofity  of  Cambridge  upon  fending  to  their 
pubikk  Horary  his  Novum  Organum  y  to 
wfckh  tkn  letter  written  with  his  own  hand  '^^ 

is  amirti.  \ 


Alms  AJatri  Academic  Cantabrigcnji. 

CUM  wjfcr  Fiaus  Jim  cf  jibmma,  vokptati  mibi  lo^r^3 

rrit%  h&txm  mmm  nfer  tiitum  vtbis  in  gremium  ^^^ 

J*rt;  Abler  tmim  vtlut  fro  exptfito  eum  bdberem.    Nee  U&^. 

vet  mmxat,  puJ  w  nvajt.    Nectf*  eft  enim  talia  per 

atatum 
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Wards,  that  it  fhould  be  haftencd  and  fet  in  hand  with  all 
fpeed,  which  his  Majeftie  doubteth  not  but  is  done  by  this 
time.  Touching  your  advice  for  a  Treafurer,  his  Majeftie 
is  very  mindfull  of  it,  and  will  let  you  know  as  much  at  his 
return,  when  he  will  fpeak  further  with  your  Lordfhip  of 
k,  and  foe  I  reft,  Tours,  &c. 

Royjion,  9  oa. 1 620.  G.  Buckingham. 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Have  received  your  letter,  and  your  Book,  than  the 
which,  you  could  not  have  fent  a  more  acceptable  pre- 
fent  unto  me.  How  thankful  I  am  for  it,  cannot  better 
be  exprefled  by  me,  than  by  a  firm  refolution,  I  have  taken ; 
firft  to  read  it  through,  with  care  and  attention,  though  I 
fliould  fteal  fome  hours  from  my  fleep  ;  having  othefr- 
wife,  as  little  fpare  time  to  read  it,  as  you  had  to  write 
it:  And  then  to  ufe  the  liberty  of  a  true  Friend,  in  hot 
fearing  to  afk  you  thequeftion,  in  any  point,  whereof  I 
fhall  ftand  in  doubt  ;  Nam  ejus  eji  explicare,  cujus  eji 
condere  :  as,  on  the  other  part,  I  will  willingly  give  a 
due  commendation  to  fuch  places,  as  in  my  opinion  fhall 
deferve  it.  In  the  mean  time,  I  can  with  comfort  afliire 
you,  that  you  could  not  have  made  choice  of  a  fubjedt  more 
befitting  your  place,  and  your  univerj&l  and  methodical 
knowledge:  and  in  the  general,  I  have  already  obferved, 
that  you  jump  with  me,  in  keeping  the  mid-way  between 
the  two  extremes ;  as  alfo  in  fome  particulars,  I  have 
found  that  you  agree  ful  ly  with  my  opinion.  And  fo pray- 
iag  Cfod,    to  give  your  work  as  good  fuccefs  as  your 

heart 
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heart  can  wifh,  and  your  labours  deferve,  I  bid  you  hearti- 
ly farewell. 

-GMi6.i6.a  J™«K. 

On  the  1 2th  of  Oclober  1 620.  the  Lord  Chancelbur  fends  his  Novum  organum  to 
the  King,  who  thereupon  writes  this  letter  to  his  Lordfhip  with  his  own  hand, 
for  which,  and  the  acceptance  of  his  book,  the  Chancellour  returns  his  thanks  on 
the  20th  of  the  fame  month,  beginning  his  letter  (which  is  not  to  be  recovered) 
with  thefc  words)  /  cannot  exprefs,  &c. 

To  Sir  Henry  Wotton. 

My  'very  good  Coufin^ 

TH  E  letter  which  I  received  from  your  Lordfhip 
upon  your  going  to  fea,  was  more  than  a  com- 
penfation  for  any  former  omiflion  ;  and  I  fhall  be  very 
glad  to  entertain  a  correfpondence  with  you,  in  both  kinds, 
which  you  write  of:  for  the  latter,  I  am  now  ready  for 
you,  having  fent  you  fome  ore  of  that  mine.  I  thank 
you  for  your  favours  to  Mr.  Meautys,  and  I  pray  continue 
the  fame.  So  wifhing  yoU  out  of  your  honourable  exile, 
and  placed  in  a  better  orbe,  I  reft,  Tour  Lordjhifs  of- 
feftionate  Kin/man,  and  ajfured  Friend^ 

nrk-Hou/e,  20  a*.  1 620.  Fr.  Verulam,  Cane. 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor %  from  Sir  Henry  Wottont 

Right  honourable  and  my  very  good  Lord, 

I  Have  your  Lordftiip's  letters  dated  the  20th  of  O&oier,  A 
and  I  have  withall  by  the  care  of  my  coufin  Meautys, 
and  by  your  own  fpecial  favour  three  copies  of  that  work* 
wherewith  your  Lordfhip  hath  done  a  great  and  even-living 
benefit  to  all  the  children  of  Nature,  and  to  Nature  her* 
feif  in  her  uttermoft  extent  and  latitude:  <wba  never 'be- 
fore 
2 


1 30  Letters  of  tfte  un* 

fore  had  fo  noble  nor  fo  true  an  Interpreter,  or  (as  I  am 
readier  to  ftyle  your  Lordfhip)  never  fo  inward  a  SecretaT 
jy  of  her  Cabinet.  But  of  your  faid  work  (which  came 
but  this  week  to  my  hands)  I  {hall  find  occafion  to  fpeak 
more  hereafter ;  having  yet  read  only  the  firft  book  there- 
of and  a  few  Aphorifms  of  the  fecond.  For  it  is  not  a 
banquet  that  men  may  fuperficially  tafte,  and  put  up  the 
reft  in  their  pockets  \  but  in  truth  a  folidfeaft,  which  re- 
quireth  due  maftkation.* Andfo  on. 

But  I  am  gone  further  than  I  meant  in  fpeaking  of  this 
excellent  labour,  while  the  delight  yet  I  feel,  and  even  die 
pride  that  I  take  in  a  certain  congeniality  (as  I  may  term  it) 
with  your  Lordfhip's  ftudies,  will  fcant  let  me  ceafe.  And 
indeed  I  owe  your  Lordfhip  even  by  promife,  (which  yon 
are  pleafed  to  remember,  and  thereby  doubly  binding  me) 
fome  trouble  this  way ;  I  mean  by  the  commerce  of  ftbii 
lofophical  experiments,  which  furely,  of  all  other,  is  the 
moft  ingenious  traflick. 

A  letter  from  theLord  Chancellor  Veiulam  to  the 
Univcrflty  of  Cambridge upon  fending  to  their 
publick  library  his  Novum  Organum ,  to 
which  this  letter  written  with  his  own  hand 

is  affixed, 

Almae  Matri  Academic  Cantabrigtenfi. 

CUM  vejler  Fiji  us  Jim  &  Alumnus,  voluputi  mib 
erit,  fartum  meum  nuper  editurn  vobis  in  gremnsf 
dare :   Aliter  enim  velut  pro  expofito  eutn  baberem.    N* 
vos  moveat,  quod  via  nova  Jit.    Necejfe  eft  enim  tali*  p 

atati 
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atatum  &  feculorum  circuitus  evenire.  Antiquis  tamen 
Juus  conjlat  honos  ;  ingenii  fcilicet  :  Nam  fides  verbo 
Dei&  experientice  tantum  debetur.  Scientias  autem  ad 
txperientiam  retraherey  non  conceditur :  Aty  eafdem  ab 
experientid  de  integro  excitarey  operofum  certe,  fed  per- 
vium.  Deus  vobis  &  Jtudiis  vefiris  faveat.  Filius  vefter 
amantiffimus,  • 

Ex  iEdibus  Eborac.  Franc.  Verulam.  Cane. 

3°  Otiob.  1620. 

From  the  Original. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lordy 

I  Send  his  Majeftie  a  form  of  a  Proclamation  for  the  Par- 
liament, which  I  thought  fit  to  offer  firll  to  his  Ma- 
jeftie's  perufal,  before  I  acquainted  the  Council. 

For  that  part  which  concerneth  the  foreign  buiinefs, 
his  Majeftie  will  gracioufly  confider,  how  eafy  it  is  for 
me  to  miftake,  or  not  to  attain ;  which  his  Majeftie  in  his 
wifdom  will  pardon,  correct,  and  direct. 

For  that  part  touching  the  Eledtions,  I  have  communi- 
cated it  with  my  Collegues,    Sir  Edward  Coke,  the  two 
.  Chief  Juftices,  and  Serjeant  Crewy  who  approve  it  well ; 
and  we  are  all  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  good  to  have  it 
more  peremptory,  more  particular,  nor  more  fharp. 

We  are  thinking  of  fome  Commonwealth  Laws,  a- 
mongft  which  I  would  have  one  fpecial  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Navy,  as  well  to  give  occafion  to  publifti  (to 
his  Majeftie's  honour)  what  hath  been  already  done ;  as^ 
to  fpeak  plainly,  to  do  your  Lordfhip  honour  in  the  fe- 
cond  place  j  arid  befides,  it  is  agreeable  to  the  times..  God 

R  ever 
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ever  profper  you.     Tour  Lordjbifs  moft  obliged  Friend  and 
faithful  Sen-tint lr 

Fr.Verulam,  Cane. 

From  the  Original. 

Draught  of  a  Proclamation  for  a  Parliament^ 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter. 

AS  in  our  princely  judgement,  wc  hold  nothing  more 
worthy  of  a  Christian  Monarch,  than  the  conferva- 
tion  of  peace  at  home  and  abroad  ;  whereby  effufion  of 
Chrillian  blood,  and  other  calamities  of  war  are  avoided> 
Trade  is  kept  open,  Laws  and  juftice  retain  their  due  vi- 
gor and  play,  Arts  and  Sciences  flourifh,  Subjects  are  lefe 
burthened  with  taxes  and  tallages,  and  infinite  otfier 
benefits  redound  to  the  ftate  of  a  Common-weale  :  lb  in 
our  own  practice,  we  fuppofe  there  hath  been  feldom  any 
King,  that  hath  given  more  exprefs  teftimonies  and  real 
pledges  of  this  defire  to  have  peace  conierved,  thajo  we  have 
done  in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  regiment. 

For  neither  have  wc,  for  that  which  concerns  our  felves* 
been  ready  to  apprehend  or  imbrace  any  occafions  or  op» 
portunities  of  making  war  upon  our  neighbours ;  neither 
have  we  omitted,  for  that  which  may  concern  the  States 
abroad,  any  good  office  or  royal  endeavour,  for  the 
quenching  of  the  fparkes  of  troubles  and  difcords,  in  fo- 
reign parts.  Wherein  as  we  have  been  always  ready  and 
willing  -,  fo  we  wifh,  that  we  had  been  always  as  happy 
and  prevailing  in  our  advices  and  counfels,  that  tended  to 
that  end. 

And 
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And  yet  do  we  not  forget,  that  God  hath  put  into  our 
hands  a  fceptre  over  populous  and  warlike  nations, 
which  mought  have  moved  us,  to  fecond  the  affe&ion  and 
difpofition  of  our  people,  and  to  have  wrought  upon  it, 
for  our  own  ambition,  if  we  had  been  fo  minded.  But  it 
hath  fufficed  unto  us,  to  feek  a  true  and  not  fwelling 
greatnefs,  in  the  plantations  and  improvements,  of  fuch 
part  of  our  dominions,  as  have  in  former  times  been 
more  defolate  or  uncivil,  and  in  the  maintaining  of  all 
our  loving  fubje&s  in  general,  in  tranquillity  and  fecuri- 
ty,  and  the  other  conditions  of  good  Government,  and 
happy  times.  But  amongft  other  demonftrations,  of  our 
conftant  purpofe,  and  provident  care,  to  maintain  peace ; 
there  was  never  fuch  a  tryal,  nor  fo  apparent  to  the 
world  (as  in  a  theatre)  as  our  perfifting  in  the  fame 
refolution,  fince  the  time  that  our  dear  Son-in-law,  was 
eledted  and  accepted  King  of  Bohemia ;  by  how  much  the 
motives  tending  to  fhake  and  aflaile  our  faid  refolution, 
were  the  more  forcible.  For  neither  did  the  glory  of 
having  our  deareft  Daughter  and  Son-in-law  to  wear  a 
Crown;  nor  the  extreme  alacrity  of  our  people  devoted  to 
that  caufe  ;  nor  the  reprefentations  which  mought  be 
fet  before  us  of  dangers  (if  we  fhould  fuffer  a  partie  in 
Chrijtendom,  held  commonly  adverfe  and  ill  affefted  to 
our  State  and  Government,  to  gather  further  reputation 
and  ftrength)  tranfport  us,  to  enter  into  an  auxiliary  war, 
in  profequution  of  that  quarrel :  but  contrariwife  finding 
the  juftice  of  the  caufe,  not  fo  clear,  as  that  we  could  be 
prefently  therein  fatisfied  -y  and  weighing  with  our  felves 
likewife,  that  if  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia  had  continued 
in  the  houfe  of  Aujlria  -,  yet  neyerthelefs,  the  Balance  of 

R  2  Chrijlendom 
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Chrijiendom  had  ftood  in  no  other  fort  than  it  had  done 
for  many  years  before,  without  increafe  of  partie ;  and 
chiefly  fearing  that  the  wars  in  thofe  parts  of  Germany, 
which  have  been  hitherto  the  bulwark  of  Chrijiendom \ 
againft  the  approaches  of  the  Turk,  mought  by  the  in- 
tcftine  diflenfions,  allure  and  let  in  the  common  Enemy  > 
we  did  abftain  to  declare,  or  engage  our  felves  in  that  war; 
and  were  contented  only  to  give  permiflion  to  the  Ambaf- 
fadour  of  our  Son-in-law  to  draw  fome  voluntary  helps  of 
Men  and  money  from  our  fubje&s,  being  a  matter  that 
violated  no  treaty,  and  could  not  be  denied  in  cafe  of  fo 
near  a  conjunction. 

But,  while  we  contained  our  felves  in  this  moderation, 
we  find  the  event  of  war  hath  much  altered  the  cafe,  by 
the  late  invalion  of  the  Palatinate,  whereby  (howfoever 
under  the  pretence  of  a  diverfion)  we  find  our  Son  in  fad: 
cxpulfed  in  part,  and  in  danger  to  be  totally  difpoflefled 
of  his  antient  inheritance  and  patrimony,  fo  long  continu- 
ed in  that  noble  line  •,  whereof  we  cannot  but  highly  refent, 
if  it  fhould  be  alienated,  and  ravifhed  from  him,  in  our 
times,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  our  Grand-children  and 
line-royal.  Neither  can  we  think  it  fafe,  for  us  in  reafon 
of  ftate,  that  the  Countie  Palatine,  carrying  with  it  felf 
an  Electorate,  and  having  been  fo  long  in  the  hands  of 
Princes  of  our  religion,  and  no  way  depending  upon  the 
houfe  of  Aujlria,  fliould  now  become  at  the  difpofing  of 
that  houfe ;  being  a  matter,  that  indeed  mought  alter  the 
balance  of  Chrijiendom  importantly  to  the  weakening  of 
our  eilatc,  and  the  eftate  of  our  beft  friends  and  Confede- 
rates. 

Wherefore,  finding  a  concurrence  of  reafons  and  re- 

fpeds 
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fpe&s  of  Religion,  Nature,  Honour,  and  EJiate  ;  all  of 
them  inducing  us,  in  no  wife  to  indure  fo  great  an  altera- 
tion :  we  are  refolved  to  imploy  the  uttermoft  of  our  forces 
and  means,  to  recover  and  refettle  the  faid  Palatinate  to 
our  Son,  and  our  dependents  ;  purpofing  neverthelefs,  ac- 
cording to  our  former  inclination  fo  well  grounded,  not 
altogether  to  intermit  (if  the  occafions  give  us  leave)  the 
treaties  of  peace  and  accord,  which  we  have  already  be- 
gun, and  whereof  the  coming  on  of  the  Winter,  and  the 
counterpoife  of  the  adtions  of  War  hitherto  may  give  us  I  pray  &d 

r  r  \_  this  hold. 

as  yet  lome  appearance  or  nope. 

But,  forafinuch  as  it  were  great  improvidence,  to  de- 
pend upon  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  treaties,  and  therefore  good 
policy  requires,  that  we  fhould  be  prepared  for  a  war,, 
which  we  intend  for  the  recovery  and  affuring  of  the  faid 
Palatinate,  with  the  dependances  (a  defign  of  no  fmall 
charge  and  difficulty,  the  flrength  and  conjunctures  of 
the^adverfe  party  confidered)  We  have  thought  good  to 
take  into  our  princely  and  ferious  confideration  (and  that 
with  fpeed)  all  things  that  may  have  relation  to  fuch  a  de- 
fignment  \  among  which,  we  hold  nothing  more  neceffa- 
ry  than  to  confer  and  advife  with  the  Common-council  of 
our  Kingdom,  upon  this  fo  important  a  fubje£t. 

For  although  the  making  of  War  or  Peace,  be  a  fecret 
of  Empire,  and  a  thing  properly  belonging  to  our  high 
Prerogative  royal,  and  imperial  Power ;  yet  neverthelefs, 
in  caufes  of  that  nature,  which  we  fhall  think  fit  not  to  re- 
ferve,  but  to  communicate  :  we  fhall  ever  think  our  felves 
muchaffifted  and  ftrengthened,  by  the  faithful  advice,  and 
general  aflent  of  our  loving  Subjeds. 

Moreover,  no  man  is  fo  ignorant,  as  to  expeft  that  we 

fhould 
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fhould  be  any  ways  able  (moneys  being  the  finews  of  War) 
to  enter  into  the  lift  againft  fo  great  Potentates,  without 
fome  large  and  bountifiil  help  of  treafure  from  our  Peo- 
ple ;    as  well  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  War,  as  to- 
wards the  relief  of  our  Crown  and  eftate.     And  this  the 
rather,  for  that  we  have  now,   but  the  fpace  of  full  ten 
years  (a  thing  unheard  of  in  late  times)  fubfifted  by  our 
own  means,   without  being  chargeable    to  our   People, 
otherwile  than  by  fome  voluntary  guifts  of  fome  particu- 
lars j   which  though  in  total,  amounted  to  no  great  mat- 
ter, we  thankfully  acknowledge  at  their  hands  :    But,  as, 
while  the  affairs  abroad  were  in  greater  calme,  we  did 
content  our  felves  to  recover  our  wants,  by  provident  re- 
trenchment of  charge,  and  honourable  improvement  of 
our  owne,  thinking  to  wear  them  out,   without  troubling 
our  People  ;    fo  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  Chriftendom,   as  feem- 
eth  now  to  hang  over  our  heads,  wc  durft  no  longer  rely 
upon  thofe  flow  remedies,  but  thought  neceflary  (accord- 
ing to  the  antient  courfe  of  our  progenitors)  to  rcfort  to 
the  good  affe&ionsand  aydes  of  our  loving  Subjects. 

Upon  thefe  confiderations,  and  for  that  alfo  in  refped: 
of  fo  long  intermiflion  of  a  Parliament,  the  times  may 
have  introduced  fome  things  fit  to  be  reformed,  either  by 
new  Laws,  or  by  the  moderate  defires  of  our  loving  Sub- 
jects, dutifully  intimated  unto  us  (wherein  we  fhall  ever 
be  no  lels  ready  to  give  them  all  gracious  fatisfa<5lion  than 
their  own  hearts  can  defire)  we  have  refolved,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  our  Privy-council,  to  hold  a  Parliament  at  our 
C  i  ty  of  If  'eftminfitr  And 

Ixvaufc,  as  well  this  great  Caufe  (there  to  be  handled 
•amongft  the  reft,  and  to  be  weighed  by  the  Beam  of  the 

Kingdom) 
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Kingdom)  as  alio  the  true  and  antient  inftitution  of  Par- 
liament, do  require  the  lower-houfe  (at  this  time  if  ever) 
to  be  compounded  of  the  graveft,  ableft,  and  worthieft 
Members  that  may  be  found  :  We  do  hereby,  out  of  the 
care  of  the  common  good,  wherein  themfelves  are  par- 
ticipant (without  all  prejudice  to  the  freedom  of  ele&ions) 
admonifh  all  our  loving  Subjects  (that  have  votes  in  the 
elections  of  Knights  and  Burgefles)  of  thefe  few  points 
following. 

Fir/},  That  they  caft  their  eyes  upon  the  worthieft  men 
of  all  forts,  Knights  and  Gentlemen,  that  are  lights  and 
guides  in  their  Countries,  experienced  Parliament  men, 
wife  and  difcreet  Statefmen,  that  have  been  pradtifed  in 
publique  affairs,  whether  at  home  or  abroad :  grave  and 
eminent  Lawyers^  firbftantial  Citizens  and  Burgefles,  and 
generally  fuch  as  are  intcrefled  and  have  portion  in  the 
Eftate. 

Secondly,  That  they  make  choife  of  fuch  as  are  well  af- 
fected in  Religion,  without  declining  either  on  the  one 
hand:  to  blindnefs  andfiigerftition,  or  on  the  other  hand  to 
fchifin,  or  turbulent  difpofiition. 

'thirdly  and  laftly,  That  they  be  truly  fenfible,  not  to 
cfifvalue  or  difparage  the  houfc  with  Bankrupts  and  necef- 
fitous  Perfons,  that  may  defire  long  Parliaments  only  for 
prote&ion ;  Lawyers  of  mean  account  and  eftimation ; 
young  men  that  are  not  ripe  for  grave  confutations  $ 
mean  dependants  upon  great  Perfons,  that  maybe  thought 
to  have  their  voices  under  command,  and  fuch  like  ob-> 
fcure  and  inferiour  Perfons :  fo  that  to  conclude,  we  may 
have  the  comfort  to  fee  before  us,  the  very  face  of  a  fu£- 
licient  and  wellcompofed  Houfe,  fuch  as^ may  be  Svorthy 

to 
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to  be  a  reprefentative  of  the  third  Eftate  of  our  Kingdom, 
fit  to  nourifh  a  loving  comfortable  meeting  between  us  and 
our  People,  and  fit  to  be  a  noble  inftrument,  under  the 
blefling  of  Almighty  God,  and  our  Princely  care  and 
power,  and  with  the  loving  conjunction  of  our  Prelates 
and  Peers,  for  the  fettling  of  fo  great  affairs,  as  are  before 
*xpreffed. 

From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Lord  Chancellour. 
My  honourable  Lord, 

Have  (hewed  your  letter  and  the  proclamation  to  his 
Majeftie,  who  expelling  onely,  according  as  his  mean- 
ing was  diredlions  therein  for  the  well  ordering  of  the 
Elections  of  the  BurgeiTes,  findeth a  great  deal  more,  con- 
taining matter  of  State,  and  the  reafons  of  calling  the  Par- 
liament ;  whereof  neither  the  People  are  capable,  nor  is  it 
fit  for  his  Majeftie  to  open  unto  them,  but  to  referve  to 
the  time  of  their  affembling,  according  to  the  courfe  of 
his  PredecefTors,  which  his  Majeftie  intendeth  to  follow. 
The  declaring  whereof  in  the  Proclamation,  would  cut 
off  the  ground  of  his  Majeftie's,  and  your  Lordfhip's 
fpeech,  at  the  proper  time ;  his  Majeftie  hath  therefore 
extracted  fomewhat  of  the  latter  part  of  the  draught  you 
have  fent,  purpofing  to  take  a  few  days  fpace  to  fet  down 
himfelfe  what  he  thinketh  fit,  and  to  make  it  ready  a- 
gainft  his  return  hither,  or  to  Theobalds  at  the  furtheft; 
and  then  to  communicate  it  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Lords.     And  fo  I  reft,  Tours,  &c. 

Xyfl*,  19  ox.  1620.  G.  Buckingham. 

From 
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From  tie  Original.  ft 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

Our  very  good  Lord, 

WE  thought  it  our  duty  to  impart  to  his  Majeftie 
by  your  Lordfhip,  one  particuler  of  Parlemcnt 
bufinefs,  which  we  hold  it  our  part  to  relate,  though  it 
be  too  high  for  us  to  give  our  opinion  of  it. 

The  Officers  that  make  out  the  Writs  of  Parlement  ad- 
diefied  themfelves  to  me  the  Chancellor  to  knowe,  whe- 
ther [they  fhould  make  fuch  a  Writ  of  fummons  to  the 
Prince,  giving  me  to  underftand,  that  there  were  fome 
presidents  of  it ;  which  I  the  Chancellor  communicated 
with  the  reft  of  the  Committees  for  Parlement  bufinefle ; 
in  whofeafliftance  I  find  foe  much  ftrength  that  I  am  not 
willing  to  doe  any  thing  without  them :  Whereupon  we 
(according  to  hisMajeftie's  prudent  andconftant  rule,  for 
obferving  in  what  reignes  the  prefidents  were)  upon  dili- 
gent fearch  have  found  as  followeth. 

That  King  Edward  I.  called  his  eldeft  fon  Prince 
Edward  to  his  Parlement  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  hisreigne, 
the  Prince  then  being  about  the  age  of  eighteen  years ;  and 
to  another  Parlement  in  the  four  and  thirtieth  year  of  his 
reign. 

Edward III.  called  the  Black  Prince  his  eldeft  Son  to 
his  Parlement  in  the  five  and  twentieth,  eight  and  twen- 
tieth, and  two  and  fortieth  years  of  his  reign. 

Henry  IV.  called  Prince  Henry  to  hisParlements  in  the 
firft,  third,  eighth  and  eleventh  years  of  his  reigne,  the 
Prince  being  under  age  in  the  three  firft  Parlements,  and 

S  we 
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we  find  in  particular,  that  the  eighth  year,  the  Prince  fat 
in  the  Upper-houfe  in  dayes  of  bufinefs  and  recommended 
a  Bill  to  the  Lords. 

King  Edward  IV.  called  Prince  Edward  his  Son  to: 
his  Parlement,  in  anno  22  of  his  reign,  being  withia 
age- 
King  Henry  VII.  called  Prince  Arthur  to  his  Parle- 
ment in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign  being  within  age. 

Of  King  Edward  VI.  we  find  nothing,  his  years  were 
tender,  and  he  was  not  created  Prince  of  Wales. 

And  for  Prince  Henry \  he  was  created  Prince  of  Walei% 
during  the  laft  Parlement  at  which  he  lived. 

We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  relate  to  his  Majeftie 
what  we  have  found,  and  withall  that  the  Writs  of  Sum-* 
mons  to  the  Prince  are  not  much  differing  from  the  Writs 
to  the  Peers  \  for  they  run  in  fide  £■?  ligeancid>  and  fome- 
time  in  fide  &  homagio  in  qui  bus  nobis  tenemini,  and  af- 
ter, confiliwn  nobis,  impenfuri  circa  ardua  regni.  Where- 
by it  fhould  feem  that  Princes  came  to  Parlement  not 
onely  the  dayes  of  folemnity,,  when  they  came  without 
Writ,  but  alfoe  on  the  dayes  of  fitting.  And  if  it  fhould 
be  foe,  then  the  Prince  may  vote,  and  likewife  may  be  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Upper-houfe,  and  confequently  may? 
be  of  a  Conference  with  the  Lower-houfe,  and  the  like.. 

This  might  have  been  made  more  manifeft  as  to  the  pre- 
fence,  and  aftes  of  the  Prince  in  dayes  of  fitting,  if  through . 
the  negligence  of  Officers,  the  Journal-bookes  of  the  Upper- 
houfe  of  Parlement  before  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
were  not  all  miffing. 

All  which  we  thought  it  appertained  to  our  care  tor 
look  through,  and  faithfully  to  represent  to  his  Majeftie : 

And: 
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Aftd  having  agreed  fecrecy  amongft  our  felves,  and  in- 
joyned  it  to  the  inferior  Officers,  we  humbly  defire  t(J 
knowe  his  Majeftie's  pleafure,  whether  he  will  filence 
the  queftion  altogether,  or  make  ufe  of  it  for  his  fervice, 
or  refer  it  to  his  Council,  or  what  other  courfe  he  will  be 
pleafed  to  take  according  to  his  great  wifdome  and  good 
pleafure. 

This  we  have  difpatched  the  fooner,  becaufe  the  Writs 
of  Summons  muft  have  forty  days  diftance  from  the  firft 
days  of  the  Parlement.  And  for  the  other  parts  of  our  ac- 
counts, his  Majeflie  (hall  hear  from  us,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  within  few  days,  evermore  praying  for  hisMajeftie's 
profperity,  and  wifliing  your  Lordfhip  much  happinefs. 
Tour  Lord/hip's  to  be  commanded, 

firh-boufe,  21  Nov.  1620.         Fr.  Verulam,  Cane.    Edw.  Coke, 
H.  Montagu,  Henry  Hobarte,  Ran.  Crew; 

To  the  Marquis  ^Buckingham,  & 

My  very  good  Lord, 

WE  have  thefe  two  days  paft,  made  report  to  the 
board  of  our  Parliament  Committee,  upon  re- 
lation whereof,  for  fome  things  we  provide,  for  fome 
things  we  arme. 

The  King  by  my  Lord  Treafurer's  fignification,  did 
wifely  put  it  upon  a  confult,  whether  the  Patents  which 
we  mentioned  in  our  joint  letters,  were  at  this  time  to  be 
removed,  by  a£t  of  Council  before  Parliament.  I  opined 
(but  yet  fomewhat  like  Ovid's  Miflrefs  that  ftrove,  but  yet 
as  one  that  would  be  overcome)  that  yes.    My  reaibns : 

S  2  That 
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That  men  would  go  better  and  faftcr  to  the  main rer* 
rand. 

That  thefe  things  fhould  not  be  ftaged,  nor  talked  of, 
and  fo  the  lefle  fuel  to  the  fire. 

That  in  things  of  this  nature,  wherein  the  Council  had 
done  the  like  in  former  particulars,  (which  I  enumerated) 
before  Parliament,  near  Parliament,  during  Parliament, 
the  Council  were  to  keep  their  wonted  centinel,  as  if  they 
thought  not  of  a  Parliament,  to  deftroy  in  other  Patents* 
as  concealments. 

The  reafons  on  the  other  fide  were, 

That  it  would  be  thought  but  an  humouring  of  the 
Parliament  (being  now  in  the  calends  of  a  Parliament), 
and  that  after  Parliament  they  would  come  up  again. 

That  offered  graces,  by  reafon,  and  experience,  lofe 
their  thanks. 

That  they  are  to  be  fuffered  to  play  upon  fbme  thing* 
fince  they  can  do  nothing  of  themfelves. 

That  thechufing  out  of  fame  things,  when  perhaps  their 
minds  might  be  more  upon  other  things,  would  do  no 
great  effeft. 

That  former  Patents  taken  away  by  a£t  of  Council* 
were  upon  the  complaints  of  particular  Perfons  ;  where- 
as now  it  fliould  feem  to  be  done  tanquam  ex  officio. 

To  this  I  yielded,  though  I  confefs  I  am  yet  a  little 
doubtful  to  the  point  of  fuavibus  modis.  But  it  is  true 
that  the  fpeech  of  thefe,  though  in  the  Lower-houfe,  may 
be  contemned  $  and  if  way  be  given  to  them  (as  I  writ  to 
your  Lordfliip  of  fome  of  them  in  my  laft)  it  will  fort  to 
your  honour.  For  other  things,  the  Lords  have  put  them 
in  a  very  good  way>  of  which  I  will  give  exprefs  account 
*  when 
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when  I  fee  his  Majeftie,  as  aHb  of  other  obfemtions  con- 
cerning Parliament.  For  if  his  Majeftie  faid  well  that 
when  he  knew  the  Men  andtheElcdfcions,  he  would  guefs 
at  the  fuccefs ;  the  prognofticks  are  not  fo  good  as  I  ex- 
pected, occafioned  by  the  late  occurrents  abroad,  and  the 
general  licentious  fpeaking  of  ftate  matters,  of  which  I 
wrote  in  my  laft.  God  ever  keep  you.  Tour  Lordfhift 
mofi  obliged  friend and faithful  Servant ', 

,  *  Fr.Verulam,  Cane. 

16  Dee.  1620. 

From  the  Original.  £ 

To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  Honourable  Lord, 

AS  foon  as  his  Majeftie's  convenience  would  permit 
I  have  acquainted  him  with  the  draught  of  the 
Proclamation  your  Lordftiip  fent  me  by  his  Majeftie's  di- 
re<aion,  his  Majeftie  liketh  it  in  every  point  foe  well,  both 
*n  matter  and  forme,  that  he  findeth  no  caufe  to  alter  a 
*v*crd  in  it,  and  would  have  your  Lordfhip  acquaint  the 
L^rds  of  the  Councel  with  it  (though  he  aflureth  himfelfe, 
ftOman  can  find  any  thing  in  it  to  be  changed)  and  to  take 
a^der  for  the  fpeedy  fetting  it  forth.     And  fo  I  reft,  Tours, 


j 


Tbitbaids,  21  Dec.  G.  Buckingham* 

162a. 

From  the  Original.  & 
To  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
Have  acquainted  his  Majeftie  with  your  letter  and  the 
inclofed,  the  matter  whkh  his  Majeftie  hath  beei* 

thinking 
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thinking  upon  for  his  fpeech,  concerneth  both  the  points 
of  the  inftitution  of  a  Parliament,  and  of  the  end  for 
which  this  is  called,  yet  his  Majefty  thinkcth  it  fit  that 
fome  extradt  be  ftiade  out  of  it  which  needeth  to  be  bat 
very.fhort,  as  he  willihew  you  at  his  return.  Yours,  &c. 

Theobalds,  19  January  Qm  Buckingham. 

J  62a 

From  the  journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  his  very  good  Lords* 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  the  Upper- 
Houfe  of  Parliament  ajfembled. 

My  very  good  Lords, 

I  Humbly  pray  your  Lordfhips  all,  to  make  a  favoura- 
ble and  true  conflru&ion  of  my  abfence.  It  is  no 
feigning  or  fainting*  but  ficknefs  both  of  my  heart  and  of 
my  back,  though  joined  with  that  comfort  of  mind,  that 
perfuadeth  me  that  I  am  not  far  from  Heaven,  whereof  I 
feql  the  firft  fruits. 

i\nd  becaufe  whether  I  live  or  die  I  would  be  glad  to 
preferve  my  honour  and  fame,    fo  far  as  I  am  worthy; 
hearing  that  fome  complaints  of  bafe  bribery  are  coming  . 
before  your  Lordfhips ;  my  requefls  unto  your  Lordfhips 
are: 

Firjl,  That  you  will  maintaine  me  in  your  good  opi- 
nion, without  prejudice,   until  my  caufe  be  heard. 

Secondly,  That  in  regard  I  have  fequeftred  my  mind  at 

this  time  in  great  part  from  worldly  matters,  thinking  of 

my  account  and  anfwers  in  a  higher  Court  $  your  Lordfhips 

will  give  me  convenient  time,  according  to  the  courfe  of 

*  other 
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other  Courts,  to  advife  with  my  Counfel,  and  to  make  my 
anfwer  -,  wherein  neverthelefs,  my  Counfel's  part  will  be' 
the  leaft :  For  I  fhall  not,  by  the  grace  of  God,  trick  up 
an  innocency  with  cavillations,  but  plainly  and  ingenu-*- 
oufly  (as  your  Lordfhip's  know  my  manner  is)  declare 
what  I  know  or  remember. 

'Thirdly,  That  according  to  the  courfe  of  Juftice,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  except  to  the  witnefles  brought  againft 
me  j  and  to  move  queftions  to  your  Lordfhips  for  their 
crofs  examinations;  and  likewife  to  produce  ray  own  wit~ 
nefles  for  the  difcovery  of  the  truth. 

And  laflly.  That  if  there  be  any  more  petitions  of  like^ 
nature,  that  your  Lordfhips  would  be  pleafed  not  to  take 
any  prejudice  or  apprehenfion  of  any  number  or  mufter  of  ' 
them,  efpecially  againft  a  Judge,  that  makes  twothoufand 
orders  and  decrees  in  a  year  (not  to  fpeak  of  the  courfes  that 
have  been  taken  for  hunting  out  complaints  againft  me); 
but  that  I  may  anfwer  them  according  to  the  rules  of  ju- 
ftice, feveraliy  and  refpedtively. 

Thefc  requefts  I  hope  appear  to  your  Lordfhips  no  other 
than  juft.  And  fo  thinking  my  felf  happy  to  have  fo  no- 
ble Peers,  and  reverend  Prelates  to  difcern  of  my  caufe; 
and  defiring  no  priviledge  of  greatnefs  for  fubterfuge  of 
gniltinefs;  but  meaning,  aslfaid,  to  deal  fairly  and  plain- 
ly with  your  Lordfhips,  and  to  put  my  felf  upon  your  ho- 
nours and  favours  j  I  pray  God  to  blefs  your  Counfels  and. 
Perfons.    And  reft.  Tour  Lordjhips  bumble  Servant, 

19  March  1620.  Fr.  St.  Alban,  Canc^ 
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To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YEfterday  I  know  was  no  day;  now  I  hope  I  (hall 
hear  from  your  Lordfhip,  who  are  my  anchor  in 
thefe  floods.  Mean  while  to  cafe  my  heart,  I  have  writ- 
ten to  his  Majeftie  the  inclofed,  which  I  pray  your  Lord- 
(hip  to  read  advifedly,  and  to  deliver  it,  or  not  to  deliver 
it.  as  yon  think  good.  God  ever  profper  your  Lordfhip* 
Tmrs  «*r,  &c. 

z5Mtrik  i6«.  Fr.  St.  Alban,  Caw. 

To  the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  moji  excellent  Majefiie% 

TIME  hath  been,  when  I  have  brought  unto  you 
Gemitum  Columia  from  others,  now  I  bring  it 
from  my  felf.  I  fly  unto  your  Majeftie  with  the  wings  of 
a  Dove,  which  once  within  thefe  feven  days  I  thought 
would  have  carried  me  a  higher  flight  When  I  enter 
into  my  felf,  I  find  not  the  materials  of  fuch  a  tempeft 
as  is  come  upon  me.  I  have  been  (as  your  Majeftie  know- 
cth  beft)  never  author  of  any  immoderate  counfel,  but  al- 
ways dclired  to  have  things  carried  fuavibus  modis.  I 
have  been  no  avaritious  opprcflbr  of  the  people.  I  have 
been  no  haughty,  or  intolerable,  or  hateful  man,  in  my 
converfation  or  carriage.  I  have  inherited  no  hatred  from 
my  father,  but  am  a  good  patriot  born.  Whence  fhould 
this  be }  For  thcie  are  the  things  that  ufe  to  raife  diflikes 
abroad. 

For 
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For  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  I  began  my  credit  there, 
and  now  it  muft  be  the  place  of  the  fepulture  thereof; 
and  yet  this  Parliament,  upon  the  meflage  touching  Reli- 
gion, the  old  love  revived,  and  they  faid,  I  was  the  fame 
man  ftill,  only  honefty  was  turned  into  honour. 

For  the  Upper-houfe,  even  within  thefe  days,  before 
thefe  troubles,  they  feemed  as  to  take  me  into  their  arms, 
finding  in  me  ingenuity,  which  they  took  to  be  the  true 
{freight  line  of  noblenefs,  without  any  crookes  or  angles. 

And  for  the  briberies  and  gifts  wherewith  I  am  charged, 
when  the  books  of  hearts  fhall  be  opened,  I  hope  I  (hall 
not  be  found  to  have  the  troubled  fountain  of  a  corrupt 
heart,  in  a  depraved  habit  of  taking  rewards  to  pervert  ju- 
ftice ;  howfoever  I  may  be  frail,  and  partake  of  the  abufes 
of  the  times. 

And  therefore  I  am  refolved,  when  I  come  to  my  an- 
swer, not  to  trick  my  innocency,  (as  I  writ  to  the  Lords) 
tiy  cavillations,  or  voydances*  but  to  fpeak  to  them  the 
language  that  my  heart  fpeaketh  to  me,  in  excufing,  ex- 
tenuating, or  ingenuoufly  confeffing:  Praying  to  God  to 
give  me  the  grace  to  fee  the  bottom  of  my  faults,  and  that 
no  hardnefs  of  heart  do  fteal  upon  me,  under  fhew  of 
more  neatnefs  of  confcience  than  is  caufe.  But  not  to 
trouble  your  Majeftie  any  longer,  craving  pardon  for  this 
long  mourning  letter;  that  which  I  thirft  after,  as  the 
hart  after  the  ftreams,  is,  that  I  may  know  by  my  match- 
lefs  friend  that  prefenteth  to  you  this  letter,  your  Majeftie's 
heart  (which  is  an  abyffus  of  goodnefs,  as  I  am  an  abyjfus 
of  mifery)  towards  me.  I  have  been  ever  your  man,  and 
counted  my  felf  but  an  ufufru&uary  of  my  felf,  the  pro- 
perty being  yours.  And  now  making  my  felf  an  oblation 

T  to 
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to  do  with  me  as  may  beft  conduce  to  the  honour  of  your 
juftice,  the  honour  of  your  mercy,  and  the  ufe  of  your 
fervice,  reftingas  Clay  in  your  Majejtie's  gracious  Handr, 

Fr.  St  Alban,  Cane* 
From  the  Regifier. 

To  the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  mojl  excellent  Majeftie  > 

I  Think  my  felf  infinitely  bounden  to  your  Majeftie, 
for  vouchfafing  me  accefle  to  your  Royal  Perfon,  and 
to  touch  the  hemme  of  your  garment.  I  feeyour  Majeftie 
imitateth  him  that  would  not  break  the  broken  reede,  iidr 
quench  the  fmoking  flax;  and  as  your  Majeftie  imitateth 
Cbrijly  fo  I  hope  afiuredly  my  Lords  of  the  Upper-hottfe 
will  imitate  you,  and  unto  your  Majeftie's  grace  and  mer- 
cy, and  next  to  my  Lords  I  recommend  my  felf.  It  is  not 
poflible,  nor  it  were  not  fafe,  for  me  to  anfwer  particu- 
lars till  I  have  my  charge ;  which  when  I  fhall  receive,  I 
fhall  without  figg  leaves  or  dlfguife  excufe  what  I  can  ex- 
cufe, extenuate  what  I  can  extenuate,  and  ingenuoufljr 
confefs  what  I  can  neither  clear  nor  extenuate.  And  if 
there  be  any  thing  which  I  mought  conceive  to  be  no  of- 
fence, and  yet  is,  I  defire  to  be  informed,  that  I  may  Be 
twice  penitent,  once  for  my  fault,  and  the  fecond  time  for 
my  error,  and  fo  fubmitting  all  that  I  am  to  your  Maje- 
ftie's  Grace,  I  reft, 


20  April,  lizi. 
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From  the  journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  Upper  Houfe  affembled,  the 
humble  SubmiJJion  and  Supplication  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor. 

It  may  pleafe  your  Lord/hips, 

I  Shall  humbly  crave  at  your  Lordfhip's  hands  a  benign 
interpretation  of  that  which  I  (hall  now  write ;  for 
words  that  come  from  wafted  fpirits,  and  an  oppreflfcd 
mind;  are  more*  fafe  in  being  depofited  in  a  noble  con- 
ftrudtion,  than  in  being  circled  with  any  referved  caution,; 

This  being  moved,  and  as  I  hope  obtained,  in  the  na- 
ture pf  a  proteftion  for  all  that  I  fhall  fay  j  I  fhall  now 
make  into  the  reft  of  that  wherewith  I  (hall  at  this  time 
trouble:  your  Lordfhips,  a  very  ftrange  entrance:  For  in 
the  midft  of  a  ftate  of  as  great  affliction,  as  I  think  a  mor- 
tal Man  can  endure,  (honour  being  above  life)  I  fhall  bo- 
gin  with  the  profefling  of  gladnefs  in  fome  things. 

The  firft  is,  that  hereafter  the  greatnefs  of  a  Judge  ojr 
Magiftrate  (hall  be  no  fanftuary  or  protection  of  guilti- 
nefs;  which  in  few  words  is  the  beginning  of  a  golden 
world. 

The  next,  that  after  this  example  it  is  like  that  Judges 
will  fly  from  any  thing  that  is  in  the  likenefs  of  corruption, 
(though  it  were  at  a  great  diftance)  as  from  a  ferpentj 
which  tendeth  to  the  purging  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  and 
the  reducing  them  to  their  true  honour  and  fplendor. 

And  in  thefe  two  points,  (God  is  my  witnefs)  that 
though  it  be  my  fortune  to  be  the  anvil,  whereupon  thofe 

T  2  good 
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good  efle&s  are  beaten  and  wrought,    I  take  no  fmall 
comfort  O  :r 

But  to  pafs  from  the  motions  of  my  heart,  whersWF 
God  is  onely  Judge,  to  the  merits  of  my  caufe,  whtfre- 
of  your  Lordihips  are  Judges,  under  God  and  his  Lieutoft 
nant.  I  do  underftand  there  hath  been  heretofore  expeS*? 
ed  from  me  fome  juftification :  And  therefore  I  hawthorn 
fen  one  onely  juftification  out  of  the  juftification  of,  .$6& 
For  after  the  clear  fuhmiflion  and  confeflion  which  I  ihalJb 
now.  make  unto  your  Lordihips,  I  hope  I  may  fay  and  jv?tf 
ftifie  with  Job  in  thefe  words,  I  have  not  bid  myjm%:)09o 
did  Adam,  nor  concealed  my  faults  in  my  bofom^  Thisjfr 
the  onely  juftification  which  I  will  ufe.  }s^ 

It  refteth  therefore,  that  without  fig  leaves  I  do  ingewi- 
oufly  confefs  and  acknowledge,  that  having  underftood  th^ 
particulars  of  the  charge,  not  formally  from  the  Hoqjen 
but  enough  to  inform  my  confidence  and  my  memory  j  J,; 
find  matters  fufficient  and  full,  both  to  move  me  to  deterjtj 
my  defence,  and  to  move  your  Lordihips  to  condcuiJ^i 
and  cenfure me.  ..  ■  i-n 

Neither  will  I  trouble  your  Lordihips  by  iingling  tho% 
particular^  which  I  think  might  fall  oflP,  Quid  te.  exempt^ 
juvatjpinis  de  pluribus  una?  Neither  will  I  prompt  yaygu. 
Lordihips  to  ohferve  upon  the  proofs,  where  they  coqj£ -7 
not  home,  or  the  fcruple  touching  the  credit  of  the  wi^ 
nefles.     Neither  will  I  reprefent  to  your  Lordihips,  hq^\< 
far  a  defence  in  divers  things  mought  extenuate  the;  ofyj 
feoce  in  refpeft  of  the  time  and  manner  of  the  gift,  or  thfln 
like  circumftances.     But  onely  leave  thefe  things  to  fpring. 
out  of  your  own  noble  thoughts,  and  observations  of  the. 
evidence,  and  examinations  themfelves*  y  and  charitably  to, . 
2  wind. 
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#md  about  the  particulars  of  the  charge,  here  and  there 
as  God  (hall  put  into  your  minds,  and  fo  fubmit  my  felf 
wholly  to  your  piety  and  graces 

And  now  I  have  fpoken  to  your  Lordfhips  as  Judges,  I 
fhallfay  a  few  words  to  you  as  Peers  and  Prelates ;  hum- 
Wjp  commending  my  caufe  to  yournoble  minds,  ami  mag- 
nanimous affe&ions.  ■- 

<vSTodrLord{hip&  are  riot  dimply  judges,  but  parliament 

tiry*  Judges;  you  have  a  farther  extent  of  arbitrary  power l 

than  other  Courts.    And  if  your  Lordfhips  be  not  tied  by 

ordinary  courfes  of  Courts,  or  prefidentsin*  points  of  ftri&~ 

iftfs  and  feverity ;  much  more  in  points  <&f  mercy  and  nA^ 

ligation.-  •'-"'    •' v  '    ->:''-.-'  .'-••    '■■/«..':   .•:..••    rb 

1£ridr  yet  if  any  thing  which  I  fiiall  rtiove  moiight  be 

&ikhcty  to  your  worthy  endfr  to  introduce  a  reformation, 

Htekrld  not  feck  itr  But  herein  I  befeech  your  Lordfhips  : 

ti  givettte  lfeave  to  telfcyou  a  ftory.'    cthus  Manlius  took" 

MrfoftVlift  fbr  giving  battle  againft  the  prohibition  of ^ 

hfe 'General :  Not  many  years  after  the  like  feverity  was  l 

purfiied  by  Papirius  Cur/or  the  Dictator,  againft  Quintuv 

Maximus  •  who  being  upon  the  point  to  be  fentehced,  by 

tfifeirrterccffion  of  Tome  principal  perfons  of  the  Senate,  { 

w&  feared :  Whereupon  Livy  maketfi  this  grave  and  gte-" 

ciotfs  obfervatibn $  neque  minus  jirmata  eft difciplitut  *>f #-*  1 

tarts'ptricufo  %utnti  Maxbhi;  quhm  miferabili  fupplich- 

7?//  Uanlii,  the  difcipline  bf  ffcuy  was  no  tefsef&blifhed^ 

bythg  ^ueftiOftift£  6i^uintuilMkximus,  thin  bf  thfe  pU-^  •* 

mO^of^itus'Manlius/  Md  thfe  fame  reafon  i*  df  th«>* 

reformation  ofjuftice;    for  th6  queftionin£  of  men  of  '*»■ 

eminent  places  hath  the  famfe  terror,  thotigh  hot  th«  fkmte- 

rigor  Wi&the^ifhftiWlti-^-  **wrj.tii*.j  Li;*  pj-^,rr> 

r    v  But- 
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But  my  cafe  ftandeth  not  there ;  for  my  humble  de  fira 
is,  that  his  Majeftie  would  take  the  Seal  into  his  haqd^ 
which  is  a  great  downfal,  and  may  ferve  I  hope  in  it  $L£ 
for  an  expiation  of  my  faults. 

Therefore,  if  mercy  and  mitigation  be  in  your  ppw^ 
and  do  no  ways  crofs  your  noble  ends,  why  fhould  I  nQfc 
hope  of  your  Lprdfhip's  favour  and  commiferation  ?     ,  y 

Your  Lordfhips  will  be  pleafed  to  behold  your  chief 
pattern  the  King  our  Sovereign,  a  King  of  incomparably 
clemency,  and  whofe  heart  is  infcrutable  for  wifdom  and 
goodnefs.  Your  Lordfhips  will  remember  that  there  fat 
not  thefe  hundred  years  before,  a  Prince  in  your  houfe, 
and  never  fuch  a  Prince  whofe  prefence  deferves  to  be 
made  memorable  by  records  and  afts  mixed  of  mercy  and 
juftice.  Your  Lordfhips  are  either  Nobles,  (and  compac- 
tion ever  beateth  in  the  veins  of  noble  blood)  or  reverend 
Prelates,  who  are  the  fervants  of  him,  who  would  not 
break  thebruifed  reed,  nor  quench  the  finoking  flax.  You 
all  fit  upon  one  high  ftage,  and  therefore  cannot  but  be 
more  fenfible  of  the  changes  of  the  world,  and  of  the  fall 
of  any  of  high  place. 

Neither  will  your  Lordihips  forget  that  there  are  vitifi 
temforis,  as  well  as  vitia  bominis ;  and  that  the  beginning 
of  reformations  hath  the  contrary  power  of  the  pool  of 
.Betbefdai  for  that  had  ftrength  to  cure  him  only,  that 
wasfirftcaft  in,  and  this  hath  commonly  ftrength  to  hurt 
him  onely  that  is  firft  caft  in.  And  for  my  part,  I  wi(h  it 
may  flay  there  and  go  no  further. 

Laftly,  I  aflure  my  felf  your  Lordfhips  have  a  noble 
feeling  of  me,  as  a  member  of  your  own  body,  and  one 
that  in  this  very  feffion  had  fome  taile  of  your  loving  afFe- 

<5tions; 
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6Bons ;  which  I  hope  was  not  a  lightening  before  the 
death  of  them,  but  rather  a  fpark  of  that  grace,  which 
now  in  the  conclufion  will  more  appear. 

And  therefore  my  humble  fait  to  your  Lordfhips  is, 
that  my  penitent  fubmiffion  may  be  my  fentence,  and  the 
lofs  of  the  Seal  my  punifhment ;  and  that  your  Lordfliips 
will  fpare  any  farther  fentence,  but  recommend  me  to 
his  Majeftie's  grace  and  pardon  for  all  that  is  paft.  God's 
holy  fpirit  be  among  you.  Tour  Lordjbifs  bumble  Ser~ 
vant,  and  Suppliant, 

Fr.  St.  Alban,  Cane* 

zz  April  1621. 

From  the  Regijler. 
To  the  King. 

It  may  pleafe  your  Majejlit, 

IT  hath  pleafed  God  for  thefe  three  daies  paft,  to  vifit 
me  with  fuch  extremitie  of  headach  upon  the  hinder  ^_ 

part  of  my  head,  fixed  in  one  place,  that  I  thought  verily  it  had 
been  fome  Impoftumation;  and  then  the  little  phyfick  that  I 
have,  told  me,  that  either  it  muft  grow  to  a  Congelation, 
and  fo  to  a  Lethargie ;  or  to  break,  and  fo  to  a  mortal 
fever  or  fudden  death :  which-  apprehenfion  (and  chiefly 
the  anguifh  of  the  paine)  made  me  unable  to  think  of  any 
bufinefs.  Bat  now  that  the  paine  itfelf  is  aflwaged  to  be 
tolerable,  I  refume  the  care  of  my  bufinefs,  and  therein 
proftrate  my  felf  again  by  my  letter  at  your  Majeftie's 
feet. 

Your  Majeftie  can  bear  me  witnefs,  that  at  my  laft  fo 
comfortable  accefle*  I  did  not  fo  much  as  move  your  Ma- 

jeftic: 


1 44  Letters  qf&$  Lor4 

jeftie  by  your  abfolute  power  of  pardon,  or  othcrwifc,  fm 
take  my  caufe  into  your  hands,  and  to  interpofe  betwe$a 
the  fentence  of  the  Houfe.  And  according  to  my  define  . 
your  Majeftie  left  it  to  the  fentence  of  the  Houfe  by  my 
Lord  Treafurers  report. 

But  now  if  not  per  omnipotentiam  as  the  Divines  fey*  bat 
per  potejtatem  fuaviter  difponentem,  your  Majeftie  will 
gratioufly  fave  me  from  a  fentence,  with  the  good  likctag 
of  the  Houfe,  and  that  cup  may  paf6  from  me,  it  is  tbo 
utmoft  of  my  defires.  This  I  move  with  the  more  belief* 
becaufe  I  allure  my  felf,  that  if  if  be  Reformation  that  k 
fought,  the  very  taking  away  of  the  Seale,  upon  my  gene- 
ral fubmiflion,  will  be  as  much  in  example,  for  thefe four 
hundred  yeares,  as  any  further  feverity.  .?     r 

The  meanes  of  this,  I  moft  humbly  leave  unto  your 
Majeftie,  but  furely  I  fhould  conceive,  that  your  Majeftie 
opening  your  felf  in  this  kind  to  the  Lords  Counfellqn, 
and  a  motion  of  the  Prince,  after  my  fubmiflion,  and  my 
Lord  Marquis  ufeing  bis  intereft  with  his  friends  in  t$te 
Houfe,  may  effedt  the  fpareing  of  the  fentence;  I  makeing 
my  humble  fuite  to  the  Houfe  for  that  purpofe,  joyncd 
with  the  deliverie  up  of  the  Seale  into  you  Majeftie's  handa. 
This  is  my  laft  fuite  that  I  ihall  make  to  your  Majeftie  u> 
this  bufinefs,  proftrating  my  felf  at  your  mercy  feate; 
after  fifteen  yeares  fervice,  wherein  I  have  ferved  your 
Majeftie  in  my  poor  endeavours,  with  an  intyre  heart. 
And,  as  I  prefume  to  fay  unto  your  Majeftie,  am  ftill  a 
Virgin,  for  matters  that  concerne  your  Perfon  or  Crowne, 
and  now  only  craveing  that  after  eight  fteps  of  honour,  I 
be  not  precipitated  altogether. 

But  becaufe  he  that  hath  taken  brybes,  is  apt  to  give 

brybes, 
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fcrybes,  I  will  goc  further,  and  prefent  your  Majeftie  with 
brybej  for  if  your  Majeftie  give  me  peace  and  leifure,  and 
God  give  me  life,  I  will  prefent  you  with  a  good  Hiftory 
bf  England,  and  a  better  Digeft  of  your  Lawes.  And  fo 
concluding  with  my  prayers,  I  reft  Clay  in  your  Majeftie9 s 
hands. 

,  z  My,  1621.    .  .  Fr.StAlban. 

From  the  Regifter.  & 

T»the  Prince  of Wales.       . 

It  may  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

WHen  I  call  to  mynd,  how  infinitely  I  am  bound 
to  your  Highnefs,  that  ftretched  forth  your  arme 
to  Ave  me  from  a  fentence :  that  took  hold  of  me  to  keep  me 
fronji  being  plunged  deep  in  a  fentence :  that  hath  kept  me 
alive  in  your  gracious  memory  and  mention  fince  the  fen- 
tence: pitying  me  as  (I  hope)  I  deferve,  and  valueing  me 
for  above  that  I  can  deferve :  I  find  my  wordes  almoft  as 
barren  as  my  fortunes,  to  exprefs  unto  your  Highnefs  the 
thankfullnefs  I  owe.    Therefore  I  can  but  refort  to  prayers 
to  Almighty  God  to  clothe  you  with  his  moft  rich  and 
pretious  bleffings,  and  likewife  joyfully  to  meditate  upon 
thofe  he  hath  conferred  upon  you  already;  in  that  he  hath 
made  you  to  the  King  your  Father,    a  principal  part  of 
hisfafety,  contentment  and  continuance  5  in  your  felf  fo 
judicious,  accomplifhed  and  gracefull  in  all  your  docings, 
with  more  vertues  in  thebuddes,  (which  are  the  fweeteft) 
than  have  been  knowne  in  a  young  Prince,  of  long  time : 
with  the  Realm  fo  well  beloved,  fo  much  honoured,  as  it 
is  men's  daily  obfervation  how  nearly  you  approach  to  his 

U  Majeftie's 
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Majeftie's  perfe&ions;  how  every  day  you  exceed  yQUfdfd^t 
how  compared  with  other  Princes,  which  God  hath  y*+ 
dained  to  be  young  at  this  time,  you  fhiue  amongft  them^ 
they  rather  fetting  off  your  religious,  moral,  and  natural 
excellencies,  than  matching  them,  though  you  be  but  a 
fecond  perfon.  Thefe  and  fuch  like  meditations  I  iced 
upon,  fince  I  can  yield  your  Highnefs  no  other  retribu- 
tion. And  for  my  felf,  I  hope  by  the  afliftance  of  God 
above  (of  whofe  grace  and  favour  I  have  had  extraordina- 
ry fignes  and  effe&s  during  my  afflictions)  to  lead  fiich  a 
life  in  the  laft  adts  thereof,  as  whether  his  Majefty  employ 
me,  or  whether  I  live  to  my  felf,  I  fhall  make  the  world 
fay  that  I  was  not  unworthy  fuch  a  patron. 

I  am  much  beholding  to  your  Highnefs's  worthy  fervent 
Sir  John  Vaughan,  the  fweete  ayre,  and  loving  ufage  pf 
whofe  houfe  hath  alreadie  much  revived  my  languishing 
fpirits,  I  befeech  your  Highnefs,  thank  him  for  me.  God 
ever  preferve  and  profper  your  Highnefs.  Tour  Htgb~ 
nejfes  mojl  humble  and  mqft  bounden  Servant, 

i  June  1 62 1.  Fr.  St.  Alban* 

From  the  Regijler..  $ 

To  the  King. 

//  may  plcafe  your  mojt  excellent  Majeftiey 

Humbly  thank  your  Majeflie  for  my  liberty,  without 

which  timely  graunt,   any  farther  grace  would  have 

come  too  late.     But  your  Majeftie  that  did  fhed  tears  in 

the  beginning  of  my  trouble,  will,  I  hope,  fhed  the  dew 

of  your  grace  and  goodnefs  upon  me  in  the  end.    Let  me 

live 
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live  to  ferve  you,  elfe  life  is  but  the  fhadow  of  death,  to 
Tour  Majeftie' s  moft devoted  Servant, 

+June  1 62 1.  Fr.  St.  Alban. 

From  the  Regifter.  & 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Heartily  thank  your  Lord/hip  for  getting  me  out  of 
prifon,  and  now  my  body  is  out,  my  mynd  neverthe- 
less will  be  ftill  in  prifon,  till  I  may  be  on  my  feet  to  do 
his  Majeftie  and  your  Lordfhip,  faithful  fervice.  Where- 
in your  Lordfhip  by  the  grace  of  God,  (hall  find  that  my 
adveHitie  hath  neither  fpent,  nor  pent  my  Spirits.  God 
profper  you.  Tour  Lordjhifs  moft  obliged  Friend  and 
Jdifbfut  Servant, 

*J*n$  1621.  Fr.  St.  Alban. 

From  the  Regijler.  &  ^ 

A  Memorial  for  his  Majeftie  s  Service. 

FO  R  that  your  Majeftie  is  pleafed  to  call  for  my  opi- 
nion, concerning  the  facred  intention  you  have  to 
goeon  with  the  reformation  of  your  Courts  ofjuftice,  and 
relieving  the  grievances  of  your  people,  which  the  Parlia- 
ment hath  entred  into,  I  fhall  never  be  a  Recufant,  though 
I  be  confined  to  doe  you  fervice. 

Your  Majeftie's  St  arch  amber  next  your  Court  of  Par- 
liament, is  your  higheft  Chaire.  You  never  came  upon 
that  mount,  but  your  garments  did  fhine  before  you  went 
off.    It  is  the  fupreme  Court  of  judicature  ordinary,  it  is 

U  2  an 
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an  open  Council ;  nothing  I  would  think  can '.fie'  more 
feafonable  (if  your  other  appointments  permit  it)tl&Kjft 
your  Majeftie  will  be  pleafed  to  come  thither  in  "pfeii88, 
the  morrow  after  this  Term,  (which  is  the  time  annivena-  / 
ry,  before  the  Circuits  and  the  long  Vacation)  and  there 
make  an  open  declaration,  that  you  purpofe  to  purfiie  the 
reformation,  which  the  Parliament  hath  begun. 

That  all  things  goe  well,  in  all  affairs,  when  tlie  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary  are  well  mingled,  and  tempered 
together.  That  in  matters  of  your  Treafure,  you  did  ^re- 
lye  upon  your  Parliament  for  the  extraordinary,  but  yqfi 
were  ever  defirous  to  doe  what  you  could  by  improve- 
ments, retrenchments,  and  the  like,  to  fet  the  or&nar-f 
in  good  frame,  and  eftablifhment.  That  you  are  in  tlie 
fame  mind  in  matter  of  reformation  of  Juftice,  and  Grie- 
vance, to  aflift  your  felf  with  the  advice,  and  authority  o£ 
Parliament  at  times,  but  mean  while  to  goe  on  with  the 
fame  intentions,  by  your  own  regal  power  and  care.  That 
it  doth  well  in  Church  mufick  when  the  greateft  part  of 
tlie  Himne  is  fung  by  one  voice,  and  then  the  choire  at 
all  times  falls  in  fweetly  and  folemnly,  and  that  the  lame 
harmony  forteth  well  in  Monarchic,  between  the  King  zM 
his  Parliament. 

That  all  great  Reformations  are  beft  brought  to  per- 
fection by  a  good  correfpondence  between  the  King  and  his 
Parliament,  and  by  well  forting  the  matters  and  the  tymes* 
for  in  that  which  the  King  doth  in  his  ordinary  admini- 
ftration,  and  proceedings,  neither  can  the  information  be 
fo  univerfal,  nor  the  complaint  fo  well  encouraged,  nor 
the  references  foe  many  times  free  from  private  affection* 
as  when  the  King  proceedeth  by  Parliament;  on  the  other 

fide> 
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fide,  that  the  Parliament  wanteth  time  to  go  through  with 
CMfxy  tfyng?  ;  befides,  fome  things  are  of  that  nature,  as 
they  are  better  difcerned,  and  refolved  by  a  few,  than  by 

Again,  fome  things  are  fo  merely  regal,  as  it  is  not  fit 
tofxansfer  them  ;  and  many  things,  whereof  it  is  fit  for 
the  King  to  have  the  principal  honour  and  thanks. 

Therefore,  that  according  to  thefe  differences  and  di- 
ftributions,  your  Majeflie  meaneth  to  go  on,  where  the 
Parfciment  hath  left,  and  to  call  for  the  memorials,  and 
inchoaqons  of  thofe  things,  which  have  pafled  in  both 
Hpuies,  and  tQ  have  them  pafs  the  fyle  of  your  Council, 
^pd  fpchi  Qthe?  afliftantes  as  fhall  be  thought  fit  to  be 
c^Jed  refpe&ively,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  bufinefe* 
and  $q  have  your  learned  Counfel  fearch  Prefidents  what 
the  King  hath  done  for  matter  of  Reformation  as  the  Par- 
liament hath  informed  themfelves  by  Prefidents  what  the 
Parliamenthath  done  \  and  thereupon  that  the  clockbe  fet* 
and  resolutions  taken  :  what  is  to  be  holpen  by  commif- 
fion,  what  by  adt  of  Council,  what  by  Proclamation* 
what  to  be  prepared  for  Parliament,  what  to  be  left  whol- 
ly for  Parliament  ?  , 

That  if  your  Majeflie  had  done  this  before  a  Parlia- 
ment, it  mought  have  been  thought  to  be  done  to  pre- 
vent a  Parliament,  whereas,  now  it  is  to  purfue  a  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  by  this  means,  many  grievances  fhall  be 
anfwered  by  deed,  and  not  by  word  \  and  your  Majeflie's 
care  fhall  be  better  than  any  flanding  Committee  in  this 
interim  between  the  meetings  of  Parliament. 

For  the  particulars,  your  Majeflie  in  your  grace  and 
wifdome,  will  confider,  how  unproper  and  how  unwar- 
ranted 
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ranted  a  thing  it  is,  for  me,  as  I  now  ftand,  to  fend  for 
entries  of  Parliament,  or  for  fearches  for  prefidents,  where*, 
upon  to  ground  an  advice,  and  befides  what  I  fbould  now 
lay,  may  be  thought  by  your  Majefty  (how  good  aa,  opU 
nion  focver  you  have  of  me)  much  more  by  others,  to  be 
bufie  or  officious,  or  relating  to  my  prefent  fortunes* 

From  the  Regijter.  * 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham*  i 

My  vrry  gocj  Lord, 

'Our  Lordlhip  I  know,  and  the  King  both,  mought 
think  me  very  unworthy  of  that  I  have  been,  or 
that  I  am,  if  I  fhould  not  by  all  meanes  defyre  to  be  freed 
from  the  reftmint  which  debarreth  me  from  approach  to 
his  Majeltic%s  perfbn,  which  I  ever  (b  much  loved,  and 
admired  ;  and  fevereth  me  likewife  from  all  conference 
with  your  Lerdih:p?  which  is  my  fecond  comfort.  Ne- 
vertheless* if  it  t*  conceived  that  it  may  be  matter  of  in- 
cortvcr.Serwr,.  or  envy?  my  particular  refpedbs  muft  give 
t!ac*\  o~!y  :n  regard  of  my  prefent  urgent  occafions,  to 
tike  lorn*  rnrier:  order  for  the  debts  that  prefle  me  moil. 
I  !u\c  rxr::or.oi  his  MreiKe  to  give  me  leave  to  fray  at 

1  —V?  ::!!  the  L*  of  Jxiy,  and  then  I  will  difpofe  of 
:~v  jlK\2c  according  to  the  Sentence.  I  have  fent  to  the 
:v\  -.v  to  iovne  with  you  in  it,  for  though  the  matter  feenr 
:hu*\  vet   it  importeth    me  much.     God  profper  you. 

2  ?■:..-  L:-J:  ;:***  true  Servant, 

zcjM,  1621.  *?r*  St*  Alban. 
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%  the  Marfuis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Humbly  thank  yourLordflMp  for  the  grace  and  favour 
you  did  both  to  the  meffage,  and  Meflenger,  in  bring- 
ing Mr.  Meautys  to  kHs  his  Majeftie's  hands,  and  to  re- 
ceive his  pleafore  fromhimfelf.  My  riches  in  my  adver- 
fitie  have  been,  that  I  have  ha&Vgood  Mafter,  a  good 
"Friend,  and  a  good  Servant. 

I  perceive  by  Mr.  Meautys  his  Majeftie's  inclination,; 
that  I  fhould  goe  firft  to  Gorhambury  ;  and  his  Majeftie's 
inclinations,  have  ever  been  with  me  infleadof  dire&ions. 
Wherefore  I  purpofe,  Cod  willing,  to  goe  thither  forth- 
with, humbly  thanking  his  Majefly,  neverthelefs  that  he 
meant  to  have  put  my  defyre  in  my  petition  contained,  in- 
to a  way,  if  I  had  infifted  upon  it,  but  I  will  accomodate, 
my  prefent  occafions  as  I  may,  and  leave  the  times,  and 
feafons,  and  waies,  to  his  Majeftie's  grace  and  choice. 

Only  I  defire  his  Majeftie  to  bear  with  me  if  I  hase 
prefled  unfeafonably.  My  Letters  out  of  the  Tower  were 
de  profundi^  and  the  world  is  a  prifon,  if  I  may  not  ap- 
proach his  Majeftie,  finding  in  my  heart  as  I  doe.  God 
preferve  and  profper  his  Majeftie  and  your  Lordfliip.- 
Tour  Lord/hip's  faithful  and  bounden  Servant, 

a  June.  1621.  Fr.  St.  Alban- 
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From  the  Regifter.  & 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 
My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Thank  God  I  am  come  very  well  to  Gorhambury% 
wherof  I  thought  your  Lordfhip  would  be  glad  to 
heare  fometimes  ;  my  Lord,  I  wiflh  my  felf  by  you  in  thm 
ftirring  world,  not  for  any  love  to  place  or  bufine&>  for 
that  is  almoft  gone  with  me,  but  for  my  love  to  your 
felf,  which  can  never  ceafe  in  Tour  Lordjbip's  tnoji  ob- 
liged Friend  and  true  Servant, 

Fr.StAlban. 

Being  now  out  of  ufe  and  out  of  fight,  I  recommend 
my  felfe  to  your  Lordftiip's  love  and  favour,  to  main- 
taine  me  in  his  Majeftie's  grace  and  good  intention. 

To  the  King. 

//  may  pleafe  your  moft  excellent  Majeftie, 

I  Perceive  by  my  noble  and  conftant  friend,  the  Mar- 
quis that  your  Majeftie  hath  a  gratious  inclination  to* 
wards  me,  and  taketh  care  of  me,  for  fifteen  yeares  the 
fubjedt  of  your  favour,  now  of  your  companion,  for 
which  I  moft  humbly  thank  your  Majeftie.  This  fame 
Nova  Creatura  is  the  worke  of  God's  pardon  and  the 
King's,  and  fince  I  have  the  inward  feale  of  the  one,  I 
hope  well  of  the  other. 

Utar,  faith  Seneca  to  his  Mafter,  magnis  exemplis  j  nee 
mecefortuna,  fed  tua.  Demofthenes  was  banifhed  for  bri- 
bery of  the  higheft  nature,  yet  was  recalled  with  honour, 

Marcus 
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Marcus  Livius  was  condemned  for  exadtions,  yet  after- 
wards made  Conful  andCenfor.  Seneca  banifhed  for  di- 
vers corruptions,  yet  was  afterwards  reftored,  and  an  in- 
ftrument  of  that  memorable  Quinquennium  Neronis.  Ma- 
ny more.  This  if  it  pleafe  your  Majeftie,  I  do  not  fay,  .  • 
for  appetite  of  employment,  but  for  hope  that  if  I  do  by 
my  fclf  as  is  fit,  your  Majeftie  will  never  fuffer  me  to  dye 
in  want  or  difhonour.  I  do  now  feed  myfelf  upon  re* 
membrance,  how  when  your  Majeftie  ufed  to  go  a  pro- 
grefie,  what  loving  and  confident  charges  you  were  wont 
to  give  me  touching  your  bufinefs.  For  as  Arijiotle  fayth, 
young  men  may  be  happy  by  hope,  fo  why  fhould  not  old 
mep,  and  fequeftred  men,  by  remembrance.  God  ever 
prosper  and  prtferve  your  Majeftie.  Tour  Majefiiis  moji 
boundtn  and  devoted  Servant, 

i67*/ji6*i.  Fr.St.  Alban. 

From  the  Original,  it 

To  the  Lord  St.  Alban. 

My  HbnwrM  Lord, 

I  Have  delivered  your  Lordfhip's  letter  of  thanks  to  his 
Majeftie,  who  accepted  it  very  gracioufly,  and  will  be 
glad  to  fe?  your  book,  which  you  promifed  to  fend  very 
fhortly,  as  foon  as  it  cometh.  I  fend  your  Lordfhip  his 
Majeftie's  warrant  for  your  pardon,  as  you  defired  it,  but 
am  forry,  that  in  the  current  of  my  fervice  to  your  Lord- 
fhip, there  fhould  be  the  kaft  ftop  of  any  thing ;  yet 
having  moved  Ks  Majeftie,  upon  your  Servant's  intimar 
dot),  for  your  ftay  in  London  till  Cbriftmat,  I  found  his 

X  Majeftie, 
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Majeftie,  who  hath  in  all  other  occafions,  and  even  in 
that  particular  already,  to  the  diflike  of  many  of  your 
own  Friends,  fhewed  with  great  forwardnefs  his  gracious 
favour  towards  you,  very  unwilling  to  grant  you  any  longer 
•  •  liberty  to  abide  there  ;  which  being  but  a  fmall  advantage 
to  you,  would  be  a  great  and  general  diftafte,  as  you  can- 
not but  eafily  conceive,  to  the  whole  Hate.  And  I  am  the 
more  forry  for  this  refufal  of  his  Majeflie's,  falling  in  a 
time  when  I  was  a  fuitor  to  your  Lordfhip  in  a  particular 
concerning  my  felfe,  wherein  though  your  Servant  infift- 
ed  further  than,  I  am  fure,  would  ever  enter  into  your 
thoughts,  I  cannot  but  take  it  as  a  part  of  a  faithful  Ser- 
vant in  him.  But  if  your  Lordfhip,  or  your  Lady,  find 
it  inconvenient  for  you,  to  part  with  the  Houfe,  I  would 
rather  provide  my  felf  otherwife,  than  any  way  incom- 
modate  you,  but  will  never  flack  anything  of  my  affe&ion 
to  do  you  fervice ;  whereof,  if  I  have  not  yet  given  good 
proofe,  I  will  defire  nothing  more,  than  the  fitteft  occa- 
fion  to  fhew  how  much  I  am,  Tour  Lord/hip's  faithful 
Servant, 

oaober  1 621.  G.  Buckingham. 

From  the  Original  &  . 

'     J* 

To  the  Marquhof  Buckingham,  -r\ 

My  very  good  Lordy 

AN  unexpe&ed  accident  maketh  me  haften  this  let- 
ter to  your  Lordfhip,  before  I  could  difpatch  Mr* 
Meautis,  it  is  that  my  Lord  Keeper  hath  flaied  my  pardon, 
at  the  Seal  But  it  is  with  good  refpe<ft ;  for  he  faith  it 
lliall  be  private,  and  then  he  would  forthwith  write  to  your 

Lordfhip, 


m  *'  Ki"S,  aS      ^     B"t  Are?      "  "*  **btfW 

IT  * »**. an^l/*  «*  enough   il„''0'ncd  ""* 

"*  ""WFrieZT^:    X  "•  reft   £  "^  S<*  on  , 

rSr*^       fcaD- 

^^Cf20°rS^«aIongtot..     , 
*  a,w»*  rJ%     rmS  "o^gete  f  ea'n  J"-*  Wan 
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Tower ;  you  for  the  help  of  Phyfick,  your  parly  with 
your  Creditors,  your  conference  for  your  writings,  and 
ftudies,  dealing  with  friends  about  your  bufinefs,  and  I 
for  this  advantage  to  be  fometimes  happy  in  vifiting  and 
converting  with  your  Lordfhip,  whofe*  company  I  am 
much  defirous  to  enjoy,  as  being  tyed  by  antient  acquain- 
tance, to  reft,  Tour  Lor  dpip's  faithful  Friend  and  Ser- 
vant; 

G.Buckingham. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham* 

Mf  very  good  Lord, 

THefe  main  and  real  favours  which  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived frorri  your  good  Lordfhip  in  procureing  my 
liberty*  and  a  reference  of  the  confideration  of  my  releafc, 
are  fuch  as  I  now  find,  that  in  building  upon  your  Lord- 
fhip's  noble  nature  and  friendftiip,  I  have  built  upon  the 
rock,  where  neither  winds  or  wavea  carf  oaufe  werthrovL 
I  humbly  pray  your  Lordfhip  to  accept  from  me  fuch 
thanks  as  ought  to  come  from  him  whom  you  have  mucfc 
comforted  in  fortune,  and  much  more  comforted  in  fhewr 
ing  your  love  and  affe&ion  to  him,  of  which  I  have  frearcb 
by  my  Lord,  df  Faulkland,  Sir  Edward  Saffaplh,  Mr* 
Mtifbtw, .and:  otherwifS.  .  .      ... ,  . ': :  .. 

I  Wye  written,  ps  my  doty;  was,  to  hip  Jvfejeft*e»  thank*. 
touching  the  fame,  by  tne  letter  I  here  put  into  your  no* . 
blehandB. 

I  have  made'  alio, .  in  that  letter,  an  offer  to  his  Majoftc,.  .t 
of  my  Service,;,  for  bringing  into  better  ord&,  and  iranoe  .. 
thc:LawV©Tci^/tf^/:    T^he  decUuatibn whereof  I  have 

kftt 
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left  with  Sir  Edward  Sackville,  becaufe  it  were  no  good 
manners  to  clog  his  Majeftie,  at  this  time  of  triumph  and 
recreation,  with  a  bufinefs  of   this  nature,  fo  as  your; 
Lordfhip  may  be   pleafed  to  call  for  it  to  Sir  Edward \ 
Sackville,  when  you  think  the  time  reafonable.  k 

I  am  bold  likewife  to  prefent  your  Lordfhip  with  %. 
Book  of  my  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  VII.  and  now,  that , 
in  fummer  was  twelve  months,  I  dedicated  a  Book  to  his  , 
Majeftie,  and  this  laft  fummer,  this  Book  to  the  Prince, 
your  Lordfhip's  turn  is  next  j  and  this  fummer  thatcometh 
(if  I  live  to  it)    fhall  be  yc>urs.     I  have  defired  his  Ma- 
jeftie to  appoint  me  the  tafke,  otherwife  I  fhall  ufe  my 
own  choice,  for  this  is  the  beft  retribution  I  can  make  to 
your  Lordfhip.     God  profper  you.     I  reft,    Tour  Lorfr 
Jloi'fs  mofi  obliged  Friend  and  faithful  Servant,  jj! 

Gorbamhurjy  .tfcis  zqth  of  _      rt       ...  \ 

March  1 621.  Fr.  St.  Albaii. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  bis  very  good 
Xord  the  Lord  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham, high  Admiral  ^England. 

To  the. King*    '  *< 

ft  may  pleafe  your  niofi  excellent  Majejie, 

IN  the  midft  of  my  mifery,  which  is  rather  afTwaged  , 
by  remembrance  than  by  hope?  .my  chiefeft  worldly  r 
jcomfort  is  to  thinke  that  fince  thf  time  I  had' the  firft  Vote  ' 
of  the  to;mrfi6hs-1ioute  of  Tafliament  for  Commiffioner  t 
of  tlie'ttiionj  untill  tlie  time  that  I  was'  this  laft  Parlia- 
ment chofen  by  both  Houfes  for  their  Meflenger  to  your 
Majefty  in  the .  petition  of  Religion,  (which  two  were  my 
fim  sfod  laft  Services).  Twas  ,evermore  fo  happy  as  to  have 
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my  poor  fervices  gracioufly  accepted  by  your  Majeftie,  and 
likewife  not  to  have  had  any  of  them  mifcarry  in  my 
liands.     Neither  of  which  points  I  can  any  ways  take- 
to  my  felf,  but  afcribe  the  former  to  your  Majeftie's  good- 
siefs,  and  the  latter  to  your  prudent  dire&ions -,    which  I 
"was  ever  careful  to  have  and  keep.  For  as  I  have  often  faid 
to  your  Majeftie,  I  was  towards  you  but  as  a  bucket  and  a 
ciftern,  to  draw  forth  and  conferve,    your  felf  was  the. 
Fountain.     Unto  this  comfort  of  nineteen  years  profperi— 
ty,  there  fiicceeded  a  comfort  even  in  my  greateft  adverfi- 
ty,    fomewhat  of  the  fame  nature  ;    which  is,    that  lit 
thofe  offences  wherewith  I  was  charged,  there  was  not  any 
one  that  had  fpecial  relation  to  your  Majeftie,  or  any  your 
particular  commandements.     For  as  towards  Almighty 
God,  there  are  offences  againft  the  firft  and  fecond  Tablt, 
and  yet  all  againft  God  ;  lb  with  the  Servants  of  Kings, 
there  are  offences  more  immediate  againft  the  Sovereign  :  • 
although  all  offences  againft  Law  are  alfo  againft  the  King.* 
Unto  which  comfort  there  is  added  this  circumftance,  that . 
as  my  faults  were  not  againft  your  Majeftie,  otherwife 
than  as  all  faults  are  ;   fo  my  fall  was  not  your  Majeftie's 
a&,  otherwife  than  as  all  ads  of  juftice  are  yours.     This 
I  write  not  to  infinuate  with  your  Majeftie,  but  as  a  moflj 
humble  appeal  to  your  Majeftie's  gracious  remembrance^ 
how  horieft  and  diredt  you  haVe  ^ver  found  me  in  your 
fervice ;  whereby  I  have  an  afTured  belief,  that  there  is  in 
your  Majeftie's  own  princely  thoughts,  a  great  deal  of  fe- 
renity  andclearhefs  jto  me  your  Majeftie's  now  proftrat^ 
and  caft  down  lervant.    k 

Neither  (my  moft  gracious  Sovereign)  do  I  by  this 
mention  of  my  fervices,  lay  claini  to  your  princely  grace 

and 
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and  bounty,  though  the  priviledge  of  calamity  doth  bear 
that  form  of  petition.     I  knowe  well,   had  they  been 
much  more,  they  had  been  but  my  bounden  duty.     Nay, 
I  muft  alfo  confefs,  that  they  were  from  time  to  time,  far 
above  my  merit,  over  and  fuperrewarded  by  your  Ma- 
jeftie's  benefits  which  you  heaped  upon  me.     Your  Majeftie 
was  and  is  that  Mailer  to  me,   that  raifed  and  advance4 
me  nine  times  -,  thrice  in  dignity,  and  fix  times  in  office. 
The  places  indeed  were  the  painfulleft  of  all  your  fervicesj 
but  then  they  had  both  honour  and  profits.     And  the  then 
profits  might  have  maintained  my  now  honour,  if  I  ha4 
been  wife :  neither  was  your  Majeftie's  immediate  libera- 
lity wanting  towards  me  in  fome  gifts,    if  I  may  hold 
them.     All  this  I  do  moft  thankfully  acknowledge,  and 
do  herewith  conclude,   That  for  any  thing  arifing  from 
my  felf  to  move  your  eye  of  pity  towards  me,  there  is 
much  more  in  my  prefent  mifery,  than  in  my  paft  fervkes; 
fave  that  die  fame  your  Majefty's  goodnefs,  that  may  give 
relief  to  the  one,  may  give  value  to  the  other. 

And  indeed,  if  it  may  pleafe  your  Majeftie  this  theme  of 
my  mifery  is  fo  plentiful  as  it  need  not  be  coupled  with 
•any  thing  elfe.  I  have  been  fome  body  by  your  Majeftie^ 
fingular  and  undeferved  favour,  even  the  prime  Officer  of 
your  Kingdom ;  your  Majeftie's  arm  hath  been  over  mine 
5n  Council,  when  you  prefided  at  the  table  -,  fo  near  I  was. 
I  have  born  your  Majeftie's  Image  in  metal,  much  more 
in  heart;  1  was  never  in  nineteen  years  fervice  chidden  by 
your  Majeftie,  but  contrariwife  often  overjoyed,  when 
your  Majeftie  would  fometimes  fay  I  was  a  good  hufband 
for  you,  though  none  for  my  felf:  fometimes,  that  I  had 
a  way  to  deal  in  bufinefs,  Juavibus  modis,  which  was  the 

way 
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-^ray  which  was  moft  according  to  your  own  heart :  and 
«>ther  moft  gracious  fpeeches  of  affedtion  and  truft,  which 
JL  feed  on  to  this  day.  But  why  fhould  I  fpeak  of  thefe 
things  which  are  now  vanifhed,  but  only  the  better  toex- 
^>refs  the  downfall  ? 

For  now  it  is  thus  with  me  ;   I  am  a   year  and  half 

«>ld  in  mifery ;    though  I  muft  ever  acknowledge,  not 

^vithout  fome  mixture  of  your  Majeftie's  grace  and  mercy; 

-tfor  1  do  not  think  it  poffible,  that  any  you  once  loved 

fhould  be  totally  miferable.   Mine  own  means  through  my 

own  improvidence  are  poor  and  weak,    little  better  than 

my  father  left  me.     The  poor  things  that  I  have  had 

from  your  Majeftie,  are  either  in  queftion,  or  at  courtefie. 

JAy  dignities  remain  marks  of  your  favour,   but  burdens 

of  my  prefent  fortune.     The  poor  remnants  which  I  had 

of  my  former  fortunes,  in  Plate  or  Jewels,  I  have  fpread 

upon  poor  men  unto  whom  I  owed,   fcarce  leaving  my 

ielf  a  convenient  fubfiftance.     So  as  to  conclude,  I  muft 

pour  out  my  mifery  before  your  Majeftie,  fo  far  as  to  fay, 

£i  defer  is  tuy  peri  m  us. 

But  as  I  can  offer  to  your  Majeftie's  compaflion,  little 

arifing  from  my  felf  to  move  you,  except  it  be  my  extream 

mifery,  which  I  have  truly  laid  open  >    fo  looking  up  to 

your  Majeftie's   own  felf,    I  ihould  think  I  committed 

Cain's  fault,    if  I  fhould  defpair.     Your  Majeftie  is  a 

King  whofe  heart  is  as  unfcrutable  for  fecret  motions  of 

goodnefs,  as  for  depth  of  wifdom.     You  are  Creator  like, 

fa&ive  and  not  deftrudtive.     You  are  the  Prince  in  whom 

hath  been  ever  noted  an  averfation  againft  any  thing  that 

favoured  of  an  hard  heart ;   as,  on  the  other  fide,  your 

princely  eye  was  wont  to  meet  with  any  motion  that  was 

Y  made 
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made  on  the  relieving  part.  Therefore  as  one  that  hath: 
had  the  happinefs  to  know  your  Majeftie  near  hand,  I 
have  (moft  gracious  Sovereign)  faith  enough  for  a  miracle, 
much  more  for  a  grace,  that  your  Majeftie  will  not  fuffer 
your  poor  creature  to  be  utterly  defaced,  nor  blot  that 
name  quite  out  of  your  book,  upon  which  your  facred 
hand  hath  been  fo  oft  for  new  ornaments  and  additions. 

Unto  this  degree  of  compaflion,  I  hope  God  above  (of 
whofe  mercy  towards  me,  both  in  my  profperity  and  act- 
verfity  I  have  had  great  teftimonies  and  pledges,  though 
my  own  manifold  and  wretched  unthankfulnefs  might 
have  averted  them)  will  difpofe  your  princely  heart,  al- 
ready prepared  to  all  piety.  And  why  (hould  I  not  think, 
but  that  thrice  noble  Prince,  who  would  have  pulled  me 
out  of  the  fire  of  a  fentence,  will  help  to  pull  me  (if  I 
may  ufe  that  homely  phrafe)  out  of  the  mire  of  an  abjed: 
and  fordid  condition  in  my  laft  days :  and  that  excellent 
Favourite  of  yours,  (the  goodnefs  of  whofe  nature  con- 
tendeth  with  the  greatnefs  of  his  fortune  -,  and  who 
counteth  it  a  prize,  a  fecond  prize,  to  be  a  good  friend* 
after  that  prize  which  he  carrieth  to  be  a  good  fervant) 
will  kifs  your  hands  with  joy  for  any  work  of  piety  you 
fhall  do  for  me.  And  as  all  commiferable  perfons  (efpeci- 
ally  fuchas  find  their  hearts  void  of  all  malice)  are  apt  to 
think  that  all  men  pity  them  •,  I  aflure  my  felf  that  the 
Lords  of  your  Council,whoout  of  their  wifdom  and  noble- 
nefs,  cannot  but  be  fenfible  of  human  events,  will  in  this 
way  which  I  go,  for  the  relief  of  my  eftate,  further  and 
advance  your  Majeftie's  goodnefs  towards  me.  For  there  is 
as  I  conceive  a  kind  of  fraternity  between  great  men,  that 
are,  and  thofe  that  have  been,  being  but  the  feveral  tenies 
2  of 
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of  one  verbe  -,  nay,  I  do  further  prefume,  that  both 
Houfcs  of  Parliament  will  love  their  juftice  the  better  if 
it  end  not  in  my  ruin.  For  I  have  been  often  told,  by 
many  of  my  Lords,  as  it  were  in  excufing  the  feverky 
of  the  fentence,  that  they  knew  they  left  me  in  good 
hands.  And  your  Majeftie  knoweth  well,  I  have  been 
all  my  life  long  acceptable  to  thofe  Aflemblies,  not  by  flat- 
tery, but  by  moderation,  and  by  honeft  exprefling  of  a 
defire  to  have  all  things  go  fairly  and  well. 

But,  if  it  may  pleafe  your  Majeftie  (for  Saints,  I  fhafl 
give  them  reverence,  but  no  adoration,  my  addrefs  is  to 
your  Majeftie,  the  fountain  of  goodnefs  -,)  your  Majeftie 
(hall  by  the  grace  of  God,   not  feel  that  in  gift,  which 
I  fhall  extremely  feel  in  help  ;    for  my  defires  are  mode- 
rate,  and  my  courfes  meafured  to  a  life  orderly  arid  re- 
ferved,  hoping  ftill  to  do  your  Majeftie  honour  in  my  way. 
Only  I  moft  humbly  befeech  your  Majeftie  to  give  me 
leave  to  conclude  with  thofe  words  which  neceffity  fpeak- 
eth :  help  me  (dear  Sovereign  Lord  and  Majier)  and  pity 
me  fo  far,  as  I  that  have  born  a  bag,  be  not  now  in  my 
age  forced  in  effedt  to  bear  a  wallet ;  nor  I  that  defire  to 
Jive  to  ftudy,  may  not  be  driven  to  ftudy  to  live  \     I  moft 

*  The  learned  Monficur  Le  Clere;  in  his  Difcourfe  of  liberality  and  the  obli- 
gations that  are  upon  Princes,  Sec.  to  extend  their  bounty  to  learned  m?n,  in  re- 
jpetl  of  the  benefit  the  world  receives  from  them,  cxprefles  his  fenfe  of  the  honour 
which  was  due  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who  aftiiled  Erafmus  and  Grotius,  and  his 
refentment  of  the  negleft  of  King  James,  for  defcrting  the  Lord  Bacon  :  One 
cannot  read,  faith  he,  without  indignation,  that  which  is  reported  of  the  famous 
Chancellor  of  England,  Francis  Bacon,  whom  the  King  faff e red  to  languijh  in  po- 
verty, tohiJjl  he  preferred  worthlefs  perfons  to  bis  dijhonour.  A  little  before  bis 
death,  this  learned  Man  writ  to  that  Prince  a  bemoaning  Letter  ;  and  then  cites  this 
moving  conclufion  out  of  Howell's  Letters;  which  though  that  Author  thought  it 
argued  a  little  abjection  of  fpirit  in  my  Lord  Bacon ;  yet  Monfieur  he  Clerc  thinks 
it  mewed  a  much  lower  in  the  King,  to  permit  foablc  a  man  to  lye  under  thene- 
ceflity  of  malting  fo  fad  a  requeft,  and  yet  withal  to  afford  no  relief.  Chap.  1 2. 
Of  the  rtfletliwis  ujwt  Fortune. 

Y  2  humbly 
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humbly  crave  pardon  of  a  long  letter,  after  a  long  filence. 
God  of  heaven  ever  blefs,  prefer  ve,  and  profper  your  Ma- 
jeftie.    Tour  Majeftie' s  poor  ancient  Servant  and  Beadf- 

man> 

Fr.  St.  Alban. 

To  the  King. 

"  May  itpleafe  your  Majejtie, 

I  Acknowledge  my  felfe  in  all  humblenefs  infinitely 
bounden  to  your  Majeftie's grace  and  goodnefs,  for  that 
at  the  interceflion  of  my  noble  and  conftant  Friend,  my 
Lord  Marquis,  your  Majeftie  hath  been  pleafed  to  grant 
me  that  which  the  Civilians  fay,  is  res  inaftimabilis,  my  li- 
berty, fo  that  now,  when  ever  God  calleth  me,  I  fhallnot 
dye  a  prifoner ;  nay  further,  your  Majeftie  hath  vouchfa- 
fed  to  reft  a  fecond  and  iterate  afpedl  of  your  Eye  of  com- 
paflion  upon  me,  in  the  referring  the  confideration  of  my 
broken  eftate,  to  my  good  Lord,  the  Treafurer,  which  as 
it  is'a  Angular  bounty  in  your  Majeftie,  foe  I  have  yet  foe 
much  left  of  a  late  Commiflioner  of  your  Treafure,  as  I 
would  be  forry  to  fue  for  any  thing  that  might  feem  im- 
modeft.  Thefe  your  Majeftie's  great  benefits,  in  cafting 
your  bread  upon  the  waters  (as  the  Scripture  faith)  becaufe 
my  thanks  cannot  any  ways  be  fuflicient  to  attaine,  I 
have  raifedyour  Progenitor  of  famous  memory,  and  now 
I  hope  of  more  famous  memory  than  before,  King  Hen- 
ry VII.. to  give  your  Majeftie  thanks  for  me,  which  work 
moft  humbly  kifling  your  Majeftie's  hands,  I  doe  prefent. 
And  becaufe  in  the  beginning  of  my  trouble,  when  in  the 
midft  of  the  tempeft  I  had  a  kenning  of  the  harbour,, 
*  which 
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which  I  hope  now  by  your  Majeftie's  favour  I  am  enter- 
ing into,  I  made  a  tender  to  your  Majeftie  of  two  works, 
an  Hiftory  of  England,  and  a  Digeft  of  your  Laws,  as  I 
have  by  a  figure  of  pars  pro  toto  performed  the  one,  foe  I 
have  herewith  fent  your  Majeftie  by  way  of  an  Epiftle, 
a  new  offer  of  the  other;  but  my  defire  is  farther,  if  it 
{land  with  your  Majeftie' s  good  pleafure,  fince  now  my 
Study  is  my  Exchange,  and  my  Pen  my  Fadlor  for  the 
ufe  of  my  Talent,  that  your  Majeftie  (who  is  a  great  Ma- 
tter in  thefe  things)  would  be  pleafed  to  appoint  me  fome 
talk  to  write,  and  that  I  fhall  take  for  an  Oracle.  And 
becaufe  my  Inftauration  (which  I  efteem  my  great  work* 
and  do  ftill  go  on  with  in  filence)  was  dedicated  to  your 
Majeftie,-  and  this  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  VII.  to  your 
lively  and  excellent  Image  the  Prince,  if  now  your  Ma- 
jefty  will  be  pleafed  to  give  me  a  theme  to  dedicate  to  my 
Lord  of  Buckingham,  whom  I  have  foe  much  reafon  to 
honour,  I  fhould  with  more  alacrity  embrace  your  Mar 
jeftie's  direction  than  my  own  choice.  Your  Majeftie  will 
pardon  me  for  troubling  you  thus  long ;  God  evermore 
preferve  and  profper  you.  Tour  Majeftie' s  poor  Bead/man 
moji  devoted, 

Gorbambury,  this  20th  Fr.  St.  Alban. 

of March  y  1621. 

To  the  Lot dDigby. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Now  onely  fend  my  beft  wifhes,  to  follow  you  at  fea 
and  land,  with  due  thanks  for  your  late  great  favours* 
God  knows,  whether  the  length  of  your  voyage  will  not 
exceed  the  fize  of  my  hour-glafs.     But  whilft  I  live,  my 

affe&ioa 
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affedion  to  do  you  fervice  fhall  remain  quick  under  tht 
afhes  of  my  fortune. 

To  Mr.  Mathewe. 

S  I  Ry 

IN  this  folitude  of  Friends,  which  is  the bafe  court  6f 
adverfity,  where  no  body  almoft  will  be  feen  ftirring, 
I  have  often  remembred  this  Spanijh  faying,  Amor  Jin  fin* 
no  tiene  fin  \  This  bids  me  make  choice  of  your  friend 
and  mine,  for  his  noble  fuccours  $  not  now  towards  the 
afpiring,  but  only  the  refpiring  of  my  fortunes.  I  who 
am  a  Man  of  books  have  obferved,  that  he  hath  both  the 
magnanimity  of  the  old  Romansy  and  the  cordiality  of  the 
old  Englijh;  and  withal  I  believe,  he  hath  the  wit  of 
both :  fure  I  am,  that  for  my  felf,  I  have  found  him  in 
both  my  fortunes,  to  efteem  me  fo  much  above  my  juft  va- 
lue, and  to  love  me  fo  much  above  the  poflibility  of  de- 
fending, or  obliging  on  my  part,  as  if  he  were  a  friend* 
created  and  referved,  for  fuch  a  time  as  this.  You  know 
what  I  have  to  fay  to  the  great  Lord,  and  I  conceive  it 
cannot  pafs  fo  fitly  to  him,  by  the  mouth  of  any,  as  of 
this  Gentleman;  and  therefore  do  your  beft  (which  I  know 
will  be  of  power  enough)  to  engage  him,  both  in  the 
fubflance,  and  to  the  fecrecy  of  it:  for,  I  can  think  of 
no  man  but  your  felf,  to  be  ufedby  me  in  this,  who  are  fo 
private,  fo  faithful,  and  fo  difcreet  a  Friend  to  us  both;  as 
on  the  other  fide,  I  dare  fwear  he  is,  and  know  my  felf, 
to  be  as  true  to  you  as  your  own  heart. 

a  Thit  Love  without  ends  hath  no  end,  was  a  faying  of  Gondomar  the  Spanijh  Am- 
'bdftdor,  meaning  thereby,  that  if  it  were  begun  not  upon  particular  ends,  it 
\v>uk!  hll.     Lord  Bat.  Apothegms. 

To 
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To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

YOur  Lordfhip  will  pardon  me,  if  partly  in  the  free- 
dom of  adverfity,  and  partly  of  former  friendfhip, 
(the  fparkes  wherof  cannot  but  continue)  I  open  my  felf  to 
your  Lordfhip,  and  defire  alfoyour  Lordfhip  to  open  your 
felf  to  me.  The  two  laft  ads  which  you  did  for  me, 
in  procuring  the  releafement  of  my  fine,  and  my  quietus 
eft,  I  acknowledge  were  effeds,  real  and  material,  ot 
your  love  and  favour;  which  as  to  my  knowledge,  it  never  K 
failed  me  in  my  profperity ;  fo  in  thefe  two  things,  it 
feems  not  to  have  turned  with  the  wheel.  But  the  extent 
of  thefe  two  favours,  is  not  much  more  than  to  keep  me 
from  perfecution.  For  any  thing  further,  which  might 
tend  to  my  comfort  and  affiflance,  as  I  cannot  fay  to  my 
felf,  that  your  Lordfhip  hath  forfaken  mej  fo  I  fee  not  the 
effects  of  your  undeferved,  yea  undefired  profeflions  and 
yromifes •,  which  being  made  to  a  perfon  in  affli&ion, 
liath  the  nature,  after  a  fort,  of  vows.  But  that  which 
tnoft  of  all  makes  me  doubt  of  a  change,  or  cooling  in 
your  Lordfhip's  affedtion  towards  me,  is,  that  being  twice 
now  at  London,  your  Lordfhip  did  not  vouchfafe  to  fee  me; 
though  by  meffages  you  gave  me  hope  thereof,  and  the 
latter  time  I  had  begged  it  of  your  Lordfhip. 

The  caufe  of  change,  may  either  be  in  my  felf,  or  your 
Lordfhip.  I  ought  firft  to  examine  my  felf,  which  I  have 
done ;  and  God  is  my  witnefs,  I  find  all  well,  and  that  I 
have  approved  my  felf  to  your  Lordfhip  a  true  Friend, 
both  in  the  watery  trial  of  Profperity,  and  in  the  fiery 

trial 
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trial  of  Advenity.  If  your  Lordfhip  take  any  infatisfadtion 
touching  the  Houfe ;  I  humbly  pray  you,  think  better  of 
it.  For  that  motion  to  me,  was  a  fecond  fentence,  more 
grievous  than  the  firft,  as  things  then  flood,  and  do  yet 
ltar.d  :  for  it  fentenced  me  to  have  loft  both  in  mine  own 
opinion,  and  much  more  in  the  opinion  of  others,  that 
which  was  faved  to  me,  almoft  only,  in  the  former  fentence ; 
and  which  was  more  dear  to  me,  than  all  that  which 
was  taken  from  me,  which  is  your  Lordfhip's  love  and  fa- 
vour. For  had  it  not  been  for  that  bitter  circumftance, 
ycur  Lordihip  knows,  that  you  might  have  commanded 
my  life,  and  all  that  is  mine.  But  furely  it  could  not  be 
that,  nor  any  thing  in  me,  which  wrought  the  change. 
It  is  likely,  on  the  other  part,  that  though  your  Lordfhip 
in  your  nature,  I  know  to  be  generous  and  conftant,  yet 
I  being  new  become  cut  of  fight,  and  out  of  ufe,  your 
Lordfhip  having  a  floud  of  new  Friends,  and  your  ears 
poflefled  perhaps  by  fuch  as  would  not  leave  room  for  an 
old,  your  Lordfhip  may,  even  by  courfe  of  the  world,  and 
the  over-bearing  of  others,  be  turned  from  me :  and  it 
were  almoft  a  miracle  if  it  fhould  be  otherwife.  But  yet, 
tveaufe  your  Lordfhip  may  ftill  have  fo  heroical  a  fpirit,  as 
to  ftand  out  in  all  thefe  violent  aflaults,  which  might  have 
alienated  you  from  your  friend  ;  my  humble  fuit  to  your 
Lordfhip,  is,  that  remembring  your  former  friendfhip, 
which  began  with  your  beginning,  and  Jince  that  time 
hath  never  failed  on  my  part,  your  Lordfhip  would  deal 
clearly  with  me,  and  let  me  know,  whether  I  continue 
in  your  favour  or  no  ;  and  whether  in  thofepoor  requefts, 
which  I  may  yet  make  to  his  Majefty  (whofe  true  "Ser- 
vant I  ever  was  and  am)  for  the  tempering  of  my  mifery, 

I  may 
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l  mayprefumc  to  uie  your  Lordihip's  favour,  and  help,  as 
I  have  done ;  for  otherwife  it  were  a  kind  of  ftupidnefs 
in  me,  and  a  great  trouble  alfo  to  your  Lordfliip,  for  nic 
not  to  difeern  the  change,  for  your  Lordfhip  to  have  an 
importuner,  inftead  of  a  friend  and  a  fuitor.  Though 
howfoever,  if  your  Lordftiip  fhould  never  think  of  me 
more,  yet  in  refped:  of  your  former  favours,  which  can- 
not altogether  be  made  void,  I  muft  remain,  &s.  . 

To  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God>  the  Lord 
Bi/hop  of  Winchefter,  Cotwftllor  of  Efi&e  to 
his  Majejlie  *. 

My  Lord, 

AMongft  confolations,  it  is  not  the  leaft  to  reprefent 
to  a  man's  felf,  like  examples  of  calamity  in  others: 
for  examples  give  a  quicker  impreflion  than  arguments; 
and  befides,  they  certifie  us,  that  which  the  Scripture  al(p 
tendreth  for  fatisfadtion,  that  no  new  thing  is  happened  un- 
to us.  This  they  do  the  better,  by  how  much  the  exam-  . 
pies  are  liker  in  circumftance  to  our  own  cafe ;  and  more 
cfpecially,  if  they  fall  upon  perfons,  that  are  greater 
and  worthier  than  our  felves.  For  as  it  favoureth  of  va- 
nity, to  match  our  felves  highly  in  our  own  conceit ;  fo 
on  the  other  fide,  it  is  a  good  found  conclufion,  that  if 

•  The  following  letter,  to  the  moft  learned  Dr.  Andrcxvs^  Bifhop  of  Wincbejltr, 
was  written  by  my  Lord  St.  Alban,  in  the  year  1622.  and  in  the  nature  of  a 
dedication,  prefixed  before  his  Dialogue,  touching  a  Holy  War  ;  which  was  not 
printed,  at  lead  corrcclly,  till  feven  years  after,  by  t]ic  care  of  Dr.  Ra:chy.  But 
becaufe  it  has  been  found  amongit  his  Lordfhip*s  letters  and  other  books,  fcparated 
from  that  trcatiic,  and  chiefly,  becaufe  it  gives  fomc  account  of  his  writings 
and  behaviour  after  his  retirement,  I  thought  it  very  proper  to  infert  it  in  this 
place. 

Z  our 
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our  betters  have  fuftained  the  like  events,  we  have  the  left 
caufe  to  be  grieved. 

In  this  kind  of  confolation,  I  have  not  been  wanting  to 
my  ielf ;  though  as  a  Chriftian  I  have  tafted  (through 
God's  great  goodnefs)  of  higher  remedies.  Having  there- 
fore, through  the  variety  of  my  reading,  fet  before  me 
many  examples,  both  of  antient,  and  of  latter  times  ; 
my  thoughts,  I  confefs,  have  chiefly  flayed  upoa  three 
Particulars,  as  the  moft  eminent,  and  the  moft  refembling 
to  my  cafe.  All  three  perfons  that  had  held  chief  place 
of  authority  in  their  Countries  :  all  three  ruined,  not  by 
war,*or  by  any  other  difafter,  but  by  juftice  and  fentence, 
as  delinquents  and  criminals  :  all  three  famous  writers ;  in 
fo  much  as  the  remembrance  of  their  calamity,  is  now  as 
to  pofterity,  but  as  a  little  pidture  of  night-work,  re- 
maining amongft  the  fair  and  excellent  Tables  of  £hoir 
ads  and  works:  and  all  three  (if  that  were  anything  to 
the  matter)  fit  examples  to  quench  any  jnajn's  ambition  of 
rifing  again,  for  that  they  were  every  one  of  them  ieftaccd 
with  great  glory ;  but  to  their  further  ruin  and  deftru&ion, 
ending  in  a  violent  death.  The  men  were  Demojibenes, 
Cicero  >  and  Seneca;  perfons  that  I  durft  not  claim  affinity 
with,  except  the  fimilitude  of  our  fortunes  had  contra<S> 
edit.  When  I  had  caft  mine  eyes  upon  thefe  examples,  I 
was  carried  on  further  to  obferve  how  they  did  bear  their 
fortunes,  and  principally  how  they  did  employ  their  times, 
being  baniftied,  anddifabled  from  publick  bufinefs;  to  the 
end  that  I  might  learn  by  them,  and  that  they  might  be  as 
well  my  counfellors,  as  my  comforters.  Whereupon  I 
happened  to  note,  how  diverfly  their  fortunes  wrought 
upon  them,  efpecially  in  that  point  at  which  I  did  moft 

aim. 
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aim,  which  was  the  employing  of  their  times  and  pens.  In 
Cicero,  I  faw,  that  during  his  banishment  (which  was  al- 
moft  two  years)  he  was  fo  foftened  and  dejedted,  as  he 
wote  nothing  but  a  few  womanifh  Epiftles.  And  yet, 
in  mine  opinion,  he  had  leaf!  reafon  of  the  three  to  be  dif- 
couraged;  for  that,  although  it  was  judged,  and  judged  by 
the  higheft  kind  of  judgment,  in  form  of  a  Statute  or  Law, 
that  he  fhould  be  banifhed,  and  his  whole  eftate  confifca- 
ted  and  feized,  and  his  houfes  pulled  down ;  and  that  it 
fliould  be  highly  penal  for  any  man  to  propound  his  re* 
peal :  yet  his  cafe,  even  then,  had  no  great  blot  of  igno- 
miny, but  it  was  thought  but  a  tempeft  of  the  time  which 
Overthrew  him.  Demojlhenes,  contrariwife,  though  his 
cafe  was  foul,  being  condemned  for  bribery,  and  not  Am- 
ple bribery,  but  bribery  in  the  nature  of  treafon  and  difloy- 
alty ;  yet,  nevertheleis,  he  took  fo  little  knowledge  of  his 
fortune,  as  during  his  banifhment,  he  did  much  bufie 
himielf,  and  intermeddle  with  matters  of  State ;  and  took 
upon  him  to  counfel  the  State  (as  if  he  had  been  ftill  at 
the  helm)  by  letters,  as  appears  by  fome  Epiftles  of  his, 
which  are  yet  extant.  Seneca  indeed,  who  was  con- 
demned for  many  corruptions  and  crimes,  and  banifhed 
into  a  folitary  Ifland,  kept  a  mean  :  and  though  his  pen 
did  not  freeze,  yet  he  abftained  from  intruding  into  mat- 
ters of  bufinefs ;  but  fpent  his  time  in  writing  Books  of 
excellent  argument  and  ufe  for  all  ages,  though  he  might 
have  made  better  choice  fometimes  of  his  dedications. 

Thefe  examples  confirmed  me  much  in  a  refolution 
(whereunto  I  was  otherwife  inclined)  to  fpend  my  time 
wholly  in  writing,  and  to  put  forth  that  poor  talent  or 
half  talent,  or  what  it  is  that  God  hath  given  me,  not  as 

Z  2  heretofore, 
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hererofore,    to  particular  Exchangers,    but  to  Banks  or 
Mounts  of  perpetuity,  which  will  not  break. 

Therefore  having  not  long  fince,  fet  forth  a  part  of  my 

1  Injiauration,  which  is  the  work,  that  in  mine  own  judg- 
ment I  do  moft  efteem„  I  think  to  proceed  in  fome  new 
parts  thereof.  And  although  I  have  received  from  many 
parts  beyond  thefeas,  teftimonies  touching  that  work,  fuch, 
as  beyond  which  I  could  not  expedt  at  the  firft,  in  fo  ab- 
ftrufe  an  argument ;  yet,  neverthelefs,  I  may  have  juft 
caufe  to  doubt,  that  it  flics  too  much  over  mens  heads.  I 
have  a  purpofe  to  take  a  courfe  therefore  (though  I  break 
the  order  of  time)  to  draw  it  down  to  the  fenfe  by  fome 
patterns  of  a  natural  ftory  and  inquifition.  And  again, 
for  that  my  Book  of  Advancement  of  learnings  may  be 
fome  preparative  or  key,  for  the  better  opening  of  the  In- 

ft duration,  becaufe  it  exhibits  a  mixture  of  new  conceipts 
and  old ;  whereas  the  Inftauration  gives  the  new  unmixed, 
otherwife  than  with  fome  little  afperfion  of  the  old,  for 
tafte's  fake,  I  have  thought  good  to  procure  a  tranflation 
of  that  Book  into  the  general  language,  not  without 
great  and  ample  additions,  and  enrichment  thereof ;  espe- 
cially in  the  fecond  book,  which  handleth  the  partition  of 
Sciences,  in  fuch  fort,  as  I  hold  it  may  ferve  in  lieu  of 
the  firft  part  of  the  Inftauration,  and  acquit  my  promiie 
in  that  part. 

Again,  becaufe  I  cannot  altogether  defert  the  civil  Per- 
ibn  that  I  have  born  j  which  if  I  fliould  forget,  enough 
would  remember  :  I  have  alfo  entred  into  a  work  touch- 
ing Laws,  propounding  a  character  of  Juft  ice  in  a  mid- 
dle term  between  the  fpeculative  and  reverend  difcourfes 
of  Philofophers,  and  the  writings  of  Lawyers*  which  arc 

tied 
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tied  and  obnoxious  to  their  particular  Laws.  And  al- 
though it  be  true,  that  I  had  a  purpofe  to  make  a  particu- 
lar Digejiy  or  reconcilement  of  the  Laws  of  mine  own 
Nation ;  yet  becaufe  it  is  a  work  of  afliftance,  and  that 
that  I  cannot  mafter  by  my  own  forces  and  pen,,  I  have 
laid  it  afide.  Now  having  in  the  work  of  my  Inftaura- 
tion,  had  in  contemplation,  the  general  good  of  men  in 
their  very  being,  and  the  dowries  of  nature ;  and  in  my 
work  of  Laws,  the  general  good  of  men  likewife  in  fo- 
ciety,  and  the  dowries  of  government :  I  thought  in  duty, 
I  owed  fomewhat  unto  my  own  Country,  which  I  ever 
loved  j  infomuch,  as  although  my  place  hath  been  far 
above  my  defert,  yet  my  thoughts  and  cares,  concerning 
the  good  thereof,  were  beyond  and  over  and  above  my 
place :  fo  now,  being  as  I  am,  no  more  able  to  do  my 
Country  fervice,  it  remained  unto  me  to  do  it  honour  > 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  in  my  work  of  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  VII.  As  for  my  Efays,  and  fome  other 
particulars  of  that  nature,  I  count  them  but  as  the  recrer 
ation  of  my  other  ftudies,  and  in  that  fort  purpofe  to  conr 
tinue  them ;  though  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  thofe  kind  of 
writings,  would  with  lefs  pains,  and  embracement,  per- 
haps yield  moreluftre  and  reputation  unto  my  name,  than 
thofe  other  which  I  have  in  hand.  But  I  account  the  ufc 
that  a  man  fhould  feek  of  the  publishing  of  his  own  wri- 
tings before  his  death,  to  be  but  an  untimely  anticipation 
of  that,  which  is  proper  to  follow  a  man,  and  not  to  go 
along  with  him. 

But  revolving  with  my  felf,  my  writings,  as  well  thofe 
I  have  publifhed,  as  thofe  which  I  had  in  hand ;  me- 
thought  they  went  all  into  the  City,    and  none  into  the 

Temple  •> 
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Temple ;  where,  becaufe  I  have  found  fo  great  confola- 
ticn.  I  delire  like  wile  to  make  lbme  poor  oblation.  There- 
fore, I  have  choien  an  argument,  mixed  of  religious  and 
civil  corJideritior.s,  and  likewile  mixed  between  content- 
flati'-*  jir.d  jj?;cf :  for,  who  can  tell  whether  there  may 
net  be  an  ix?-z£*i  alizzii:*  great  matters  (efpecially  if  they 
be  rei:gicus>  have  many  times,  lmall  beginnings ;  and  the 
plaolrm  may  draw  on  the  building.  This  work,  becaufe 
•  V:c.  \2A  I  ever  wis  an  enemy  to  fiatierring  dedications,  *  I  have 
01 ' r'  dedicated  :o  ycur  Lcrcihip,  in  refpedk  of  our  ancient  and 
private  acquaintance ;  and  becaufe  amongft  the  men  of  ouf 
times,  I  hold  you  in  elpecial  reverence.  Tour  Lordjhip's 
loving  Friend \ 

Fr.St.Alban. 

From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Lord  St.  Alban. 
My  Lord, 

I  Have  dilpatched  the  bufinefs  your  Lordfhip  recom* 
mended  to  me,  which  I  fend  your  Lordfhip  here  in* 
clofed,  figned  by  his  Majeftie,  and  have  likewife  moved 
him  for  your  coming  to  kifle  his  Hand,  which  he  is 
pleafed  you  lhall  do  at  Whitehall  when  he  returneth  next 
thither.  In  the  mean  time  I  reft,  Tour  Lordfiips  faith- 
ful Friend  and  Servant, 

Knvmarkit*  1 5  x*.  1622.  G.  Buckingham. 

I  will  give  order  to  my  Secretary  to  wayt  upon   Sir 
John  Suckling  about  your  other  buiinefs. 

Endorfcd  by  the  Lord  St  Alb  arts  hand. 

My  Lord  of  Bucks  touching  my  warrant  and  accejfe. 

To 
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To  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

Excellent  Lord, 

T Hough  I  have  troubled  your  Lordfhip  with  many  let- 
ters, oftner  than  I  think  I  fhould,  (fave  that  af- 
fedtion  keepeth  no  account)  yet  upon  the  repair  of  Mr. 
Ufatbew,  a  Gentleman  fo  much  your  Lordfhip's  fervant, 
and  to  me  another  my  felf,  as  your  Lordfhip  beft  know- 
eth,  you  would  not  have  thought  me  a  man  alive,  ex- 
cept I  had  put  a  letter  into  his  hand,  and  withal,  by  fo 
faithful  and  approved  a  man,  commended  my  fortunes  a- 
frefh  unto  your  Lordfhip. 

My  Lord,  to  fpeak  my  heart  to  your  Lordfhip,  I  never 
fek  my  misfortunes  fo  much  as  now :   not  for  that  part 
which  may  concern  my  felfe,  who  profit  (I  thank  God 
for  k)  both  in  patience,  and  in  fettling  mine  own  courfes ; 
fcut  when  I  look  abroad  and  fee  the  times  fo  ftirring,  and 
fb   much  diflimulation  and  falfhood,   bafenefs  and  envy 
in  the  world,  and  fo  many  idle  clocks  going  in  men's  heads, 
then  it  grieveth  me  much,   that  I  am  not  fometimes  at 
your  Lordfhip's  elbow,  that  I  might  give  you  fome  of  the 
Fruits  of  the  careful  advice,  modeft  liberty,   and  true  in- 
formation of  a  Friend  that  loveth  your  Lordfhip  as  I  do. 
For  though  your  Lordfhip's  fortunes  be  above  the  thunder 
and  ftormes  of  inferior  regions ;  yet  neverthelefs,  to  hear 
the  wind,  and  not  to  feel  it,  will  make  one  fleep  the  bet- 
ter. 

My  good  Lord,  fomewhat  I  have  been,  and  much  I 
have  read ;  fo  that  few  things  that  concern  ftates  or  great- 
nefs,  are  new  cafes  unto  me  :  and  therefore  I  hope  I  may 

be 
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be  no  unprofitable  fervantto  your  Lordfhip.  I  remember 
the  King  was  wont  to  make  a  charadter  of  me,  far  above 
my  worth,  that  I  ivas  not  made  for  fmall  matters :  andyour 
Lordfhip  would  fometimes  bring  me  from  his  Majeftie 
that  Lathi  fentence  de  minimis  non  curat  lex  -,  and  it  hath 
fo  fallen  out,  that  fince  my  retiring,  times  have  been  ful- 
ler of  great  matters  than  before ;  wherein  perhaps  if  I  had 
continued  near  his  Majeftie,  he  might  have  found  more 
ufe  of  my  fervice,  if  my  gift  lay  that  way :  but  that  is 
but  a  vain  imagination  of  mine.  True  it  is,  that  as  I 
do  not  afpire  to  ufe  my  talent  in  the  King's  great  affairs  5 
yet  for  that  which  may  concern  your  Lordfhip,  and  your 
fortune,  no  man  living  fliall  give  you  a  better  account  of 
faith,  induftry,  and  affedtion,  than  I  fliall.  I  muil  con- 
clude with  that  which  gave  me  occafion  of  this  letter, 
which  is  Mr.  Matkew's  employment  to  your  Lordfhip 
in  thofe  parts,  wherein  I  am  verily  perfuaded  your  Lord- 
jfhip  fliall  find  him  a  wile  and  able  Gentleman,  and  one 
that  will  bend  his  knowledge  of  the  world  (which  is  great) 
to  ferve  his  Majeftie,  and  the  Prince,  and  in  efpecial  your 
Lordfhip.  So  I  reft,  Tour  Lordjhip's  moji  obliged  and 
faithful  Servant , 

Gravs-Ir.n,  this  1 8  April,  1623.  Fr.  St.  Alban. 

To  the  Marqms  of  Buckingham. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

r  £  Plough  I  returned  an  anfwer  to  your  Lordfhip's  laft 

JL     honourable  and  kind  letter,  by  the  fame  way  by 

which  I  received  it ;  yet  I  humbly  pray  your  Lordfhip,  to 

give  me  leave  to  add  thefe  few  lines.     My  Lord,  as  God 

above 
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above  is  my  witnefs,,  that  I  ever  have  loved  and  honoured 
your  Lordfhip,  as  much,  I  think,  as  any  fon  of  Adam  can 
Jrove  or  honour  any  thing  that  is  a  Subject ;   and  do  ftill 
continue  in  as  hearty  and  flrong  wifhes  of  felicity,  to  be 
leaped  and    fixed  upon  you  as  ever  :    fo  yet  I  proteft, 
*hat  at  this  time,  as  low  as  I  am,  I  had  rather  fojourn 
«he  reft  of  my  life  in  a  Colledge  in  Cambridge,    than 
x-ecover  a   good  fortune  by  any   other   than  your  felf. 
Hut  now  to  recover  your  felf   to  me,   if  I  have  you 
Mot  already ;    or  to  eafe  your  Lordfhip  in  any  bufinefs 
of  mine,  wherein  your  Lordfhip  would  not  fo  fully  ap- 
pear; or  to  be  made  partaker  of  your  favours,  in  the  way 
*Jiat  you  like  beft ;  I  would  ufe  any  man  who  were  your 
Urord&ip's  Friend,     Secondly,  If  in  any  thing  of  my  for- 
mer letters  I  have  given  your  Lordfhip  any  diftafle,  either 
fey  the  ftile  of  them,    or  any  particular  paflage  in  them, 
I  humbly  pray  your  Lordfhip's  benigne  conftru&ion  and 
pardon.    I  confefs,  it  is  my  fault,  though  yet  it  be  fome 
laappinefs  to  me  withal,  that  I  many  times  forget  my  ad- 
^rcrfity  :  but  I  fhall  never  forget  to  be,  £fc. 

From  the  Original,  ft 
To  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Excellent  Lord, 

HO  W  much  I  rejoice  in  your  Grace's  fafe  return  you 
will  eafily  believe,  knowing  how  well  I  love  you, 
and  how  much  I  need  you.     There  be  many  things  in  this 
journey  both  in  the  felicity  and  in  the  carriage  thereof,  that 
I  do  not  a  little  admire,  and  wifh  your  Grace  may  reap 
more  and  more  fruites  in  continuance  anfwerahle  to.  the 

A  a  beginnings^ 


1-78  Letters  of  the  Lord 

beginnings.  My  felf  have  ridden  at  anchor  all  your 
Grace's  abfence,  and  my  cables  are  now  quite  worn.  I 
had  from  Sir  T'oby  Matbew  out  of  Spayne,  a  very  comfort- 
able meflage,  that  your  Grace  had  faid,  I  fhould  be  the 
firft  that  you  would  remember  in  any  great  favour  after 
your  return  ;  and  now  coming  from  Court,  he  telleth  me 
he  had  commiffion  from  your  Lordfhip  to  confirm  it :  for 
which  I  humbly  kifs  your  hands. 

My  Lord,  do  fome  good  work  upon  me,  that  I  may  end 
my  days  in  comfort,  which  neverthelefs  cannot  be  com- 
plete  except  you  put  me  in  fome  way  to  do  your  noble  felf 
fervice,  for  I  muft  ever  reft,  Tour  Graces  mofi  obliged  and 
faithful  Servant, 

120^7.1623.  Fr.  StAlban. 

I  have  written  to  his  Highnefs,  and  had  prefented  my 
duty  to  his  Highnefs  to  kifs  his  hands  at  Tork-boufe^  but 
that  my  health  is  fcarce  yet  confirmed. 

From  the  Original.  £ 

To  the  Lord  St.  Alban. 
My  Lord, 

TH  E  aflurance  of  your  love  makes  me  eafily  believe 
your  joy  at  my  return  ;  and  if  I  may  be  fo  happy  as 
by  the  credit  of  my  place,  to  fupply  the  decay  of  your 
cables,  I  fhall  account  it  one  of  the  fpecial  fruits  thereof. 
What  Sir  Toby  Mathew  hath  delivered  on  my  behalfe,  I 
will  be  ready  to  make  good,  and  omit  noe  opportunity 
that  may  ferve  for  the  endeavors  of,  Tour  Lordjhip's  faith- 
ful Friend  and  Servant, 

„  „  G.  Buckingham. 

Rqfton,  14  0/7.  1623.  ° 

From 


Chancellor  Bacon.  17$ 

From  the  Original,  & 
To  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Excellent  Lord, 

I  Send  your  Grace  for  a  parabien,  a  Book  of  myne, 
written  firft  and  dedicated  to  his  Majeftie  in  Englijb, 
and  now  tranflated  into  Latin  and  enriched.  After  his 
Majeftie  and  his  Highnefle,  your  Grace  is  ever  to  have 
the  third  turn  with  me.  Vouchfafe  of  your  wonted  fa- 
vour to  prefent  alfo  the  King's  book  to  his  Majeftie.  The 
Prince's  I  have  fent  to  Mr.  Endimion  Porter.  I  hope 
your  Grace*(becaufe  you  are  wont  to  difable  yourLatine) 
will  not  fend  your  Book  to  the  Conde  D'OIivares  becaufe 
he  was  a  Deacon,  for  I  underftand  by  one  (that  your 
Grace  mayguefle  whom  I  meane)  that  the  Conde  is  not 
rational,  and  I  hold  this  Booke  to  be  very  rational.  Your 
Grace  will  pardon  me  to  be  merry,  however  the  world 
goeth  with  me.  I  ever  reft,  Tour  Grace's  mojl  faithful 
and  obliged  Servant, 

Grafs-inn,  this  22*  Fr.  St.  Alban. 

OQober  1623. 

I  have  added  a  begging  poftfeript  in  the  King's  letter ; 
for,  as  I  writ  before,  my  cables  are  worn  out,  my  hope  of 
tackling  is  by  your  Lordfliip's  means.  For  me  and  mine, 
I  pray  command. 

A  a  a  From* 
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From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Lord  St.  Alban. 

My  Lord, 

I  Give  your  Lordfhip  many  thanks  for  the  parabien  you 
have  fent  me ;  which  is  fo  welcome  unto  me,  both  for 
the  Author's  fake  and  for  the  worth  of  it  felf,  that  I  cart- 
not  fpare  a  work,  of  fo  much  payns  to  your  Lordfhip 
and  value  to  me,  unto  a  man  of  fo  little  reafon  and  Ids 
art  j  who  if  his  fkill  in  languages  be  no  greater  than  I 
found  it  in  argument,  may,  perhaps,  have  as  much  need 
of  an  interpreter  (for  all  his  Deaconrie)  as  my  felfe,  and 
whatfoever  mine  ignorance  is  in  the  tongue,  yet  this  much 
I  underftand  in  the  booke,  that  it  is  a  noble  monument  of 
your  love,  which  I  will  entayle  to  my  pofterity,  who,  I 
hope,  will  both  reap  the  fruit  of  the  worke,  and  honour 
the  memory  of  the  Author.  The  other  book  I  delivered 
to  hisMajeflie,  who  is  tyed  here  by  the  feet  longer  than 
he  purpofed  to  ftay. 

For  the  bufinefs  your  Lordfhip  wrote  of  in  your  other 
letters,  I  am  forry  I  can  do  you  no  fervice,  having  en- 
gaged my  felf  to  S\x  Willi  am  Becher  before  my  going  into 
Spay  tie,  fo  that  I  cannot  free  my  felf,  unlefs  there  were 
means  to  give  him  fatisfadtion.  But  I  will  ever  continue 
Tour  Lordfhip' s  a/fured  Friend  and  Servant, 

G.  Buckingham, 

HincUnbrool,  2  7  Oft.  1623. 

1 

From 
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From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Lord  St.  Alban. 

My  Honourable  Lord, 

I  Have  delivered  your  Lordfliip's  letter  and  yoar  bodk 
to  his  Majeftie,  who  hath  promifed  to  read  it  over :  I 
wifh  I  could  promife  as  much  for  that  which  you  fent 
me,  that  my  underftanding  of  that  language  might  make 
me  capable  of  thofe  good  fruits,  which  I  aflure  my  ielf  by 
an  implicit  faith  proceed  from  your  pen  5  but  I  will  tell 
you  in  good  Engli/h,  with  my  thanks  for  your  book,  that 
I  ever  reft,  Tour  Lordjhifs  faithfull  Friend  and  Servant*  ■ 

Hincbin&rooi,290/?o6ir,i623.  G.  Buckingham. 

From  the  Original.  & 

To  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 

Excellent  Lord, 

I  Send  Mr.  Parker  to  have  ready,  according  to  the  fpeech 
I  had  with  your  Grace,  my  two  fuits  to  his  Majeftie, 
the  one  for  a  full  pardon,  that  I  may  dye  out  of  a  cloud  j 
the  other  for  the  tranflation  of  my  honours  after  mytlc- 
ceafe.  I  hope  his  Majeftie  will  have  compaflion  on  me,  as 
le  promifed  me  he  would.  My  heart  telleth  me  that  ho 
man  hath  loved  his  Majeftie  and  his  fervice  more  entirely, 
and  love  is  the  law  and  the  prophets.  I  ever  reft,  Tour 
Grace's  mojl  obliged  and  faithful  Servant, 

25  Nov.  1 623 .  Fr.  St.  Alban. 

q  Francifcui 
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Francifcus  Baro  de  Verulamio,  Vice-Comes  Sd. 
Albani,  Almas  Matri  inclytae  Academic  Can- 
tabrigienfi,  S. 

DEbitafiliiy  qualia  poffum,  per/oho.  §>uodverbfa- 
cioy  idem  &  vos  hortory  ut  Augmentis  Scientiarum 
Jirenue  incumbatisy  &?  in  animi  modefiia  libertatem  ingemi 
retineatisy  neque  talentum  a  veteribus  c  oner  edit um  in*  jm* 
dark  reponatis.  Affuerit proculdubioy  &  affulferit  divim 
luminis  gratia  yfy  humiliatd  &fubmijfd  Religioni  Pbihfo- 
phidy  clavibusfenfus  legitime  &  dextri  utamini  j  &  amoto 
omni  contradiStionis  JiudtOy  qui/que  cum  alio,  acfiipfe  ft- 
cum*  difputet*    Valete. 

Inclytae  Academiae  Oxonienfi  S. 

CUm  Alma  Matri  mete  inclyta  academia  Cantabrigi- 
enji  fcripferim,  deejfem  fane  officio  y  f  fmile  amoris 
pignusforori  ejus  non  deferrem.     Sicut  autem  eos  h  or  tat  us. 
fumy  it  a  &  vos  hortor,  ut  Scientiarum  Augmentis  Jirenui 
incumbatis  $    &  veterum  labores  neque  nihil  neque  omnia 
ejfe  putetis  \  fed  vires  etiam  proprias  modejle  perpendentfs, 
fubinde  tamen  experiamini.    Omnia  cedent  quam  optimly 
Ji  arma  non  alii  in  alios  vertatisy  fed  junSlis  copiis  in  na- 
turam  rerum  impreffionem  faciatis  yfufficit  quippe  ilia  ho- 
nor i  Gf  viftorice.     Valete. 

Praenobilis,  &  (quod  in  nobilitate  paene  miracu- 
lum  eft)  fcientiffime  Vice-comes. 

Nihil  cmcinnius  tribuere  Amplitudo  vejlray  nihil  gra- 
tius  acciperepotuit  Academiay  quam  Scientias :  Sci- 
tntiusy  quas prius inopesy  exiguas^incultas  emiferat>  accepit 
1  tandem 
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tandem  nitidas,proceras,  ingenii  tut  copiis  (quibus  unice  au- 
geri  potuerantjuberrime  dot  at  as.  Grande  duett  munus  illud 
Jibi  aperegrino  (Jit  amen  peregrinusfit,  tamprope  confangui- 
neus)  auBius  re  dire,  quodfiliolisfuis  injiar  patrimonii  im- 
pendit,  &  libenter  agnofcit  hie  nafci  Mufas,  alibi  tameti 
quam  domi  fua  crefcere.  Creverunt  quidem,  &fubcalamo 
tuo,  qui,  tanquamjirenuus  liter  arum  Alcides,  columnar  tuas, 
mundo  immobiles,  propria  manu  in  orbe  Scientiarum,  plus 
ultra  fiat uifii.   Euge  exercitatiffimum  athletam,  qui,  in  a- 
liorum  patrocinandis  virtutibus  occupatijfimus,  alios ;    in 
Jcriptispropriis,  te  ipfumfuperdfii :  Otyippe  in  illohonorum 
Quorum  fafiigio  viros  tantum  liter atos  promovifii  ;  nunc 
tandem    (6  duke  prodigium!)  etiam  &  liter  as.     Oner  at 
4:lientes  beneficii  hujus  augufiior  munificentia,  cujus  in  acci- 
J>iendo  honor  apud  nos  manet,  infruendo  emolumentum  tranf- 
it  ufque  in  pofieros.     Quin  ergo  Ji  gratiarum  talioni  im- 
J>ares  fumus,  junfio  robore  alterius  faculi  nepotes  fuccur- 
rant-,  qui  reliquum  illud,  quod  tibi  nonpojfunt,  fait  em  no- 
mini  tUo  perfolvent.     Felices  illi,   nos  tamen  quam  longt 
^feliciores,  quibus  honor ifice  conferiptam  tud  manu  epifiolam, 
quibus  oculatijjima  left  it  an  di  pracepta,  &  fiudiorum  cqn- 
cordiam,  in  fronte  voluminis  demanddfii  :    quafi  parum 
ejfet  Mufas  de  tuopenu  locupletare,  nifi  ofienderes  quo  modo 
&  ipfa  difcerent.     Solenniori  itaque  ojculo  acerrimum  ju- 
dicii  tui  depojitum  excepit  frequentijfimus  purpuratorum 
Jenatus  $  exceperunt par  iter  minor  is  ordinis  gentes-,  &  quod 
omnes  in  publico  librorum  tbefaurario,  in  memorid  Jingulj 
depofuerunt.     Dominationis  vefira  fiudiofijfima, 

E  domo  nodra  Academia  Oxonienfis, 

Congrcgationis 
20  Dec.  1623. 

Percelebri 
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Vzzzzxbzi  Ccllzgio  Saache  5c  Individual  Trinita- 
ris  in  C&ntabrigia,  S. 

RE  1  zitzs:  *z^it7%£  pnigrepi:  initiis  fuis  debentur. 
Izzt+*  ."a*  r-dzzz  ScifZierum  e  fcntibus  ve/lris 
z<a  <'?~.n,  izz^nLi^rz  zgjjrzm rxbis rependenda  exiJHmavr. 
cien  rrzjtrn  j7riJ  %t  k*c  KZ/fra  apud  I'M,  tanquam  inprfo 
TLizvzn^  feiiziz  nczrffzsKt.  $uamsbrem  &  vos  bortor>  uf, 
fijzd  jrtzmz  maddizi  13  erga  imeteres  referential  ip/i 
mztud  jbignexzii  Scientiarum  nsn  deft  is :  i-eritm  ut  pojt 
*?nzmzx*z  fjs^z  <zerbi  Dei  &  Scripturarumy  fecundo  loco 
-frame*  zZzid  magnum  cperum  Dei&  creaturarum  Jtrenui 
3  pr*  zm?6bxslibris  (qui pro  commentaries  tantum  baberi 
iebertZ}  e*:*hatis.     Valete* 

Frcm  the  Original,  £ 

To  the  Lord  St.  Alban. 
My  Hcnmrable  Lord, 

I  Have  received  your  Lordfhip's  letter,  and  have  been 
long  thinking  upon  it,  and  the  longer  the  lefs  able  to 
make  anftver  unto  it.  Therefore  if  your  Lordfhip  would 
be  pleated  to  lend  any  underftanding  man  unto  me,  to 
whom  I  may  in  dilcourfe  open  my  ielfe,  I  will  by  that 
means  lb  di  leaver  my  heart  with  all  freedom  (which  were 
uv  long  to  do  by  letter,  efpecially  in  this  time  of  Parli- 
ament bufinels)  that  your  Lordlhip  (hall  receive  fatis- 
taclion.     In  the  mean  time  I  reft,  Tour  Lordjhip'tfahb* 

•a  '     v   •       \  m*    «-  \ 

k.\  . »,  »  c  *>..<-.»'.  g.  Buckingham. 

From 
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From  the  Original,  it 

To  the  Lord  St.  Alban. 

My  Lorh 

J  Have  moved  his  Majeftie  in  your  fuit,  and  find  him 
very  gracious  inclined  to  grant  it,  but  he  defireth  firft 
to  know  from  my  Lord  Treafurer  his  opinion  and  the 
^ralue  of  it,  to  whom  I  have  written  to  that  purpofe  this 
inclofed  letter,  and  would  wifli  your  Lordfhip  to  fpeak 
^vith  him  your  felfe  for  his  favour  and  furtherance  therein, 
snd  for  my  part  I  will  omit  nothing  that  appertained  to 
^our  Lordjhip's  faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

New-market,  28*  of  g.  Buckingham . 

January  1623.  ° 

From  the  Original.  & 
To  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Excellent  Lord, 

J  Have  received  the  warrant,  not  for  land  but  for  the 
money,  which  if  it  may  be  fpeedily  ferved,  is  fure, 
^hc  better,    for  this  I  humbly  kifle  your  Grace's  hands* 
3But  becaufe  the  Exchequer  is  thought  to  be  fomewhat 
barren,  although  I  have  good  affiance  of  Mr.  Chancellor, 
*yet  I  hold   it  very  eflential  (and  therein  I  moft  humbly 
yray  your  Grace's  favour)  that  you  would  be  pleafed  by 
^rour  letter  to  recommend  to  Mr.  Chancellor  the  fpeedy 
Ifliieingof  the  mone)  by  this  warrant,  as  a  bufinefs  where- 
of your  Grace  hath  an  efpecial  care  -,  the  rather  for  that 
3  underftand  from  him,  there  be  fome  other  warrants  for 

B  b  money 
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money  to  private  fuitors  at  this  time  on  foot.  Btft  your 
Grace  may  be  pleafed  to  remember  this  difference :  That 
the  other  are  meer  gifts  -,  this  of  mine  is  a  bargaine,  with 
an  advance  only. 

I  moil  humbly  pray  your  Grace  likewife  to  prefent  my 
mod  humble  thanks  to  his  Majefty.  God  eyer  guide  you 
by  the  hand,  I  always  reft,  Your  faithfull  and  more  and 
more  obliged  Servant, 

g rap-inn,  this  17  th  of  Fr.  St.  Alban. 

Novemb.  1624. 

I  mod  humbly  thank  your  Grace  for  your  Grace's  fa- 
vour to  my  honeft  deferving  Servant. 

From  the  Original.  & 
To  the  Lord  St.  Alban. 

My  noble  Lord, 

TH  E  hearty  affe&ion  I  have  born  to  your  perfon 
and  fervice,  hath  made  me  ever  ambitious  to  be  a 
Meflenger  of  good  news  to  you,  and  an  efchewer  of  ill  • 
this  hath  been  the  true  reafon  why  I  have  been  thus  long 
in  anfwering  you,  not  any  negligence  in  your  difcreet 
modeft  Servant,  you  fent  with  your  letter,  nor  his  who 
now  returns  you  this  anfwer,  ofttimes  given  me  by  your 
Mafter  and  mine,  who  though  by  this  may  feem  not  to 
fatisfye  your  defert  and  expe&ation  ;  yet  take  the  word  of 
a  friend  who  will  never  fail  you,  hath  a  tender  care  of 
you,  full  of  a  frefh  memory  of  your  by-paft  Service.  His 
Majefty  is  but  for  the  prefent,  he  fays,  able  to  yield  unto 
the  three  years  advance,  which  if  you  pleafe  to  accept, 
you   are   not  hereafter  the   farther  off  from  obtaining 

fome 
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fome  better  teftimony  of  his  favour  worthyer  both  of 
him  and  you,  though  it  can  never  be  anfwerable  to  what 
my  heart  wifhes  you,  as  Tour  Lordjhifs  humble  Ser- 
vant, 

G.  Buckingham. 

A  Monfieur  D'  Effiat. a 

Monfieur  l'Ambafladeur  mon  Fils. 

VOyant  que  voftre  excellence  fait  G?  traite  manages, 
non  feulement  entre  les  Princes  d'  Angleterre  &  de 
France,  mats  aujji  entre  les  langues,  puifque  vous  faites 
traduire  mon  livre  de  r  Advancement  des  Sciences  en  Fran- 
cois, fay  bien  voulu  vous  envoy er  mon  livre  dernierement 
imprimi  que/  avois  pourveu  pour  vous  \  mais  feftois  en 
doubte  de  le  vous  envoy  er,  pour  ce  qu'  il  eft  efcrit  en  An- 
gjois.  Mais  a  ceft' heure  pour  la  raifon  fufdite,  je  le  vous 
envoye.  Ceft  un  recompilement  de  mes  ejfays  morales  & 
civiles  j  ma  is  tellement  enlargies  Gf  enricbies,  tant  de  nom- 
bre  &  de  poids,  que  ceft  de  fait  un  oeuvre  nouveau.  ye 
vous  baife  les  mains,  &  refte,  Voftre  tres  affedtione  ami  & 

tres  humble  Serviteur, 

Fr.  St.Alban. 

a  To  what  hath  been  already  (aid  of  Monfieur  D 'Effiat ',  I  fhall  only  add,  that 
he  was  made  Marcfchnl  of  France  in  1631,  and  died  the  year  after,  as  he  was  go- 
ing to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  an  army  upon  the  frontier  of  Lorrain. 
Having  the  following  Eloge  given  him  by  Du  Pleix  in  his  hiftory  of  Louis  the 
thirteenth.  "  In  loiing  him,  the  King  bit  a  mod  faithful  fervant,  who  in  a  little 
"  time  had  acquired  a  great  reputation  in  arms,  by  his  courage;  in  council,  by 
"  his  judgment ;  in  embaflys,  by  his  addrefs  ;  in  the  fur-intendance  of  the  Fi- 
**  nances,  by  his  vigilance,  prudence,  and  good  condudt. 
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To  the  Queen  'of  Bohemia. 

//  may  pleafe  your  Majeftie, 

I  Have  received  your  Majefties  gracious  letter,  from. 
Mr.  Secretary  Moretony  who  is  now  a  Saint  in  Hea- 
ven. It  was  a  time  when  the  great  defolation  of  the 
Plague  was  in  the  City;  and  when  my  felf  was  ill  of  a 
dangerous  and  tedious  ficknefs.  The  firft  time  that  I 
found  any  degree  of  Health,  nothing  came  fooner  to  myr 
mind,  than  to  acknowledge  your  Majefties  great  favour 
by  my  moll  humble  thanks  :  and  becaufe  I  fee  your  Ma- 
jeftie  taketh  delight  in  my  writings,  (and  to  fay  the  truth, 
they  are  the  beft  fruits  I  now  yield.)  I  prefume  to  fend 
your  Majeftie  a  little  difcourfe  of  mine,  touching  a  war 
with  Sp ain, a  which  I  writ  about  two  years  fince ;  which 
the  King  your  Brother  liked  well.  It  is  written  without 
bitternefs,  or  invedtive,  as  Kings  affairs  ought  to  be  car- 
ried ;  but  if  I  be  not  deceived,  it  hath  edge  enough.  I 
have  yet  fome  fpirits  left,  and  remnant  of  experience,, 
which  I  confecrate  to  the  King's  Jervice,  and  your  Ma- 
jeftie's;  for  whom  I  pour  out. my  daily  prayers  toGod* 
that  he  would  give  your  Majeftie  a  fortune  worthy  your  rare 
vertues ;  which  fome  good  Spirit  tells  me,  will  be  in  the 
end.  I  do  in  all  reverence  kifs  your  Majefties  hands,  ever 
refting  Tour  Majefties  moji  bumble  and  devoted  Servant, 

Fr.St..Alban». 

•  Printed  among  his  Lordfhip*s  mifediany  works  in  1629,  isfc. 

to 
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To  the  LordBiJhop  of  Lincoln. 

My  very  good  Lord, 

I  Am  much  bound  to  your  Lordfhip,  for  your  honou- 
rable promife  to  Doftor  Ranvley  :  he  choofeth  rather 
to  depend  upon  the  fame  in  general,  than  to  pitch  upon 
any  particular,  which  modefty  of  choice  I  commend. 

I  finde  that  the  antients  (as  Chtro,  Demojlbenes,  Pfi- 
niusfecundus  and  others)  have  preferved  both  their  Ora- 
tions, and  their  Epiftle^  >  in  imitation  of  whome  I  have 
done  the  like  to  myne  owne,  which  neverthelefsl  will  not 
publifh  while  I  live.  But  I  have  been  bold  to  bequeath 
them  to  your  Lordfhip  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Dutchy. 
My  Speeches  perhaps  you  will  think  fit  to  publifh :  the 
letters  many  of  them  touch  too  much  upon  late  matters 
of  eftate,  to  be  publifhed ;  yet  I  was  willing  they  fhould 
not  be  loft. 

I  have  alfo  by  my  will  erected  twoLeftures  in  perpetu- 
ity, in  either  Univerfity  erne,  with  an  endowment  of  200/. 
per  ann.  apiece  ;  they  to  be  for  natural  Philofophy,  and< 
the  Sciences  thereupon  depending,  which  foundations  I 
have  required  my  Executor  to  order,  by  the  advice  and 
direction  of  your  Lordfhip,  and  my  Lord  Bifhop  of  Co- 
ventry  and  Litchfield.  Thefe  be  my  thoughts  now.  I 
reft  Tour  Lordjhip's  mojl  affeftionate>  to  do  you  Service, 

Fr.  St.  Alban.. 
"The 
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The  BiJhGp's  Anfaer  to  the  preceding  Letter. 

Right  honourable  and  my  very  noble  Lord, 

MR.  Dodtor  Raw/ey,  by  his  modeft  choice  ,  hath 
much  obliged  me  to  be  careful  of  him ,  when 
God  fhall  fend  any  opportunity.  And  if  his  Majeftie 
(hall  remove  me  from  this  See,  before  any  fuch  occafion 
be  offered,  not  to  change  my  Intentions  with  my  Bifhop- 
prick. 

It  is  true  that  thofe  antients,  Cicero,  Demofihenesy  and 
Pliniusfecundus,  have  preferved  their  Orations  (the  heads 
and  effe&s  of  them  at  the  leaft)  and  their  Epiftles ;  and  I 
have  ever  been  of  opinion,  that  thofe  two  Pieces,  are  the 
principal  Pieces  of  our  Antiquities.  Thofe  Orations  dis- 
covering the  forme  of  adminiflring  juftice,  and  the  letters 
the  carriage  of  the  affairs  in  thofe  times.  For  our  Hifto- 
ries  (or  rather  Lives  of  men)  borrow  as  much  from  the 
affe&ions  and  Phantafyes  of  the  writers,  as  from  the 
truth  itfelf,  and  are  for  the  moft  of  them  built  altogether 
upon  unwritten  relations  and  traditions.  But  Letters 
written  e  re  nata,  and  bearing  a  fy nchronifme  or  equali- 
tie  of  time,  cum  rebus  gejlis,  have  no  other  fault,  than 
that  which  was  imputed  unto  Virgily  nihil  peccat  nifiy 
quod  nihil  peccct,  they  fpeake  the  truth  too  plainely,  and 
caft  too  glaring  a  light  for  that  age,  wherein  they  were, 
or  are  written. 

Your  Lordfhip  doeth  moft  worthily  therefore  in  pre- 
fcrving  thole  two  Pieces,  amongft  the  reft  of  thofe  match- 
lefs  Monuments  you  fhall  leave  behind  you ;  confidering 
that,  as  one  age  hath  not  bred  your  experience,  foe  is  it 

not 


Chancellor  Bacon,  i$i 

not  fit  it  fhould  be  confined  to  one  age,  and  not  imparted 
to  the  times  to  come.     For  my  part  therein,  I  doe  im- 
brace  the  honour  with  all  thankfulnefs,   and  the  trufl 
impofed  upon  me,  with  all  Religion  and  Devotion.     For 
thofe  two  Ledhires  in  natural  Philofophy,  and  the  Sciences 
woven  and  involved  with  the  fame  j    it  is  a  great  and  a 
noble  Foundation  both  for  the  ufe,  and  the  fallary,  and  a 
foot  that  will  teach  the  age  to  come,  to  guefs  in  part  at 
the  greatnefs  of  that  Herculean  mynde,  which  gave  them 
their  exiftence.     Onely  your  Lordfhip  may  be  advifed  for 
the  feates  of  this  foundation.     The  two  Univerfitys  are 
the  two  eyes  of  this  land,  and  fitteft  to  contemplate  the 
luftre  of  this  bounty ;   thefe  two  Ledtures,  are  as  the  two 
apples  of  thefe  eyes.     An  apple  when  it  is  fingle  is  an  or- 
nament, when  double  a  pearle,  or  a  blemifli  in  the  eye. 
Your  Lordfhip  may  therefore  inform  yourfelf  if  one  Sid- 
ley  of  Kent  hath  not  already  founded  in  Oxford  a  Lecture 
of  this  nature  and  condition.     But  if  Oxford  in  this  kind 
be  an  Argus>  I  am  fure  poor  Cambridge  is  a  right  Poly- 
phemus, it  hath  but  one  eye,  and  that  not  fo  ftedilyjjr  arti- 
ficially placed,    but,    bonum   eft  facile  fui  diffujhum  ; 
your  Lordfhip  being  fo  full  of  goodnefs,  will  quickly  find 
an  objedt  to  pour  it  on.     That  which  made  me*  fay  thus 
much,  I  will  fay  in  verfe,  that  your  Lordfhip  may  re- 
member it  the  better, 

Sola  ruinofts  ft  at  Cantabrigia  pannis 
At  que  inopi  lingud  difertas  invocat  Arfes. 

I  will  conclude   with  this  vowe.     Deus>  qui  anitnum 
tftum  tibi,  animoifti  tempus  quam  longijjimum  tribuat.    It 

is 
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Of  the  true  greatnefs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Britaine, 
to  King  James. 

THE  greatnefs  of  Kingdoms  and  Dominions  in 
bulk  <and  territorie,   doth  fall  under  meafure  and 
ctemonftf  ation  that  cannot  erre :  but  the  juft  meafure  and 
eftimate  of  die  forces  and  power  of  an  Eftate,  is  a  matter 
Aanthfe  Which,  there  is  nothing  among  civil  affiures  morb 
Ahjeft  to  wror,  nor  that  efrbr  tnore  fubjedt  to  perilous 
confeqtience.    far  fcence  may  proceede  many  incon£dc>- 
«te  attempts  and  infcflfefft  provocations  in  States  that 
have  too  high  an  imagination  of  their  own  forces :  and 
hence  may  proceed  on  the  other  fide,  a  toleration  of  ma- 
*ny  grievaunces  and  indignities,  and  a  lofs  of  many  fair 
opportunities,  in  States  that  are  not  fenfible  enough  of 
^bdf  owne  ftrength.    Therefore  that  it  may  the  better 
appear  what  greatnefs  your  Majeftie  hath  obtained  of  God, 
and  What  greatnefs  this  Ifland  hath  obtained  by  you,  and 
^rhat  greatnefs  it  is,  that  by  the  gracious  pleafure  of  Al- 
mighty God,  you  (hall  leave  and  transmit  to  your  Chil- 
dren and  generations  as  the  firft  founder  :  I  have  thought 
good  as  far  as  I  can  comprehend,  to  make  a  true  furvey 
and  representation  of  the  greatnefs  of  this  your  Kingdom 
of  Brittaine,  being  for  mine  own  part  perfwaded,  that 
the  fiippofed  prediction  Video  folem  orientem  in  occidente, 
may  be  no  lefle  true  a  Vifion  applyed  to  Brittaine  than 
to  any  other  Kingdom  of  Europe,  and  being  out  of  doubt 
that  none  of  the  great  Monarchies,  which  in  the  memo- 
ry of  times  have  rifen  in  the  habitable  world,  had  fo  faire 
feeds  and  beginnings  as  hath  this  your  eftate  and  king- 

C  c  domei 
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dome,  whatfoever  the  event  {hall  be,  which  muft  depend 
upon  the  difpenfation  of  God's  will  and  providence,  and 
his  blefling  upon  your  dependents.  And  becaufe  I  have 
noe  purpofevainlie  or  aflentatorilie  toreprefent  this  great- 
nefs,  as  in  water,  which  (hews  things  bigger  than  they 
are,  but  rather  as  by  an  Inftrument  of  Art,  helping  the 
fenfe  to  take  a  true  magnitude  anddimenfion :  therefore  I 
will  ufe  no  hidden  order,  which  is  fitter  for  infinuations 
than  found  proofes,  but  a  clear  and  open  order.  Firft  by 
confuting  the  errours,  or  rather  correcting  the  exceffes  of 
certaine  immoderate  opinions,  which  afcribe  too  much 
to  fome  points  of  greatnefs,  which  are  not  fo  eflentiall, 
and  by  reduceing  thofe  points  to  a  true  value  and  eftima- 
tion :  than  by  propounding  and  confirming  thofe  other 
points  of  greatnefs  which  are  more  folide  and  principall, 
though  in  popular  difcourfe  lefs  obferved :  and  incident- 
lie  by  making  a  brief  application  in  both  thefe  parts,  of 
the  general  principles  and  pofitions  of  pollicie  unto  the 
ftate  and  condition  of  thefe  your  Kingdoms.  Of  thefe 
the  former  part  will  branch  it  felf  into  thefe  articles. 

Flrft,  That  in  the  meafuring  or  balancing  of  great- 
nefs,  there  is  commonly  too  much  afcribed  to 
Iargenefs  of  territorie. 

Secondly >  That  there  is  too  much  afcribed  totreafure 
or  riches. 

'Thirdly*  That  there  is  too  much  afcribed  to  die 
fruitfullnefs  of  the  foile,  or  affluence  of  commodi- 
ties. 

And  Fourthly,  That  there  is  too  much  afcribed  to  the 
ftrength  and  fortification  of  townes,  or  holds. 

The 
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The  latter  will  fall  into  this  diftribution. 

Firjl,  That  true  greatnefs  doth  require  a  fit  fituation 
of  the  place  or  region. 

Secondly,  That  true  greatnefs  confifteth  effentially  in 
population  and  breed  of  men. 

Thirdly,  That  it  confifteth  alfoe  in  the  valour  and 
militarie  difpofition  of  the  people  it  breedethj 
and  in  this,  that  they  make  profeflion  of  armes. 

Fourthly,  That  it  confifteth  in  this  point  that  every 
common  fubjedt  by  the  Powle,  be  fit  to  make  a 
foldier,  and  not  only  certaine  conditions  or  de- 
grees of  men.  {,° 

Fifthly,  That  it  confifteth  in  the  temper  of  Ac 
government  fit  to  keep  fubjefts  in  heart  and  cou- 
rage, and  not  to  keep  them  in  the  condition  bf 

-    fervile  vaflailes. 

And  Sixthly,  That  it  confifteth  in  the  commande- 
merit  of  the  fea. 

And  let  no  man  fo  much  forget  the  fubjedl  propounded, 
as  to  find  ftrange,  that  here  is  no  mention  of  Religion , 
Lawes,  Pollicie.  For  we  fpeakeof  that  which  is  proper 
to  the  amplitude  and  growth  of  States,  and  not  of  that 
which  is  common  to  their  prefervation,  happinefs,  and 
all  other  points  of  well  being.  Firft  therefore,  touching 
largenefs  of  territories,  that  true  greatnefs  of  Kingdoms 
upon  Earth  is  not  without  fome  analogie  with  the  King- 
dome  of  Heaven,  as  our  Saviour  defcribes  it :  which  he 
doth  refemble,  not  to  any  great  Kernell  or  Nutt,  but  to 
one  of  the  leaft  Graines,  but  yet  fuch  a  one,  as  hath  a 
propertie  to  growe  and  fpfead.    For  as  for  large  Coun- 
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judgeth  of  vaftnefs  of  Territorie  as  a  vanitie  that  may 
aftonifh  a  weak  mind,  but  no  ways  trouble  a  found  refo- 
Utfiaa    And  thofe  that  are  converfant  attentively  in  the 
Hiftaries  of  thofe  times,    {hall  find  that  this  purchafr 
which  Alexander  made  and  compafled,  was  offered  by 
fortune  twice  before  to  others,  though  by  accident  they 
wait  not  through  with  it;  namelie  to  Agejilaus  and  Ja*> 
Jm  of  Tfcfaly :  for  AgeJUqus  after  he  had  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  moft  of  the  low  Provinces  of  AJia,  and  ha4 
both  detfgne  and  commiffion  to  invade  the  high  Countries, 
was  diverted  and  called  home  upon  a  warre  excited  againft 
i&Gountrie  by  the  States  of  Athens  and  Thebes >  being  in* 
otftftd  by  their  Orators  and  Councilors,    which  wew 
bribed  and  corrupted  from  Perfia>  as  Agefilaus  himfelf 
avouched  pleafantlie,  when  he  faid,    That  an  hundred 
thou&ad  archers  of  the  King  of  Perfia  had  driven  him 
home,  ufMferftanding  it,  becaufe  an  Archer  was  the  ftamp 
upon  the  Perfian  coync  of  Gold.    And  J a/on  of  Tbeffa- 
Ue  being  a  man  born  to  no  greatnefs,  but  one  that  made 
a  fortune  of  himfelf,  and  had  obtained  by  his  owne  vi- 
vacitie  of  fpirit  joined  with  the  opportunities  of  time,  3 
great  trmie  compounded  of  Voluntaries  and  Adventurer?, 
fo  the  terror  of  all  Gracia>    that  continually  expeftcd 
where  that  cloud  would  fall  *   difclofed  himfelf  in  the 
end,  that  his  defign  was  for  an  expedition  into  Perfia 
{the  lame  which  Alexander  not  many  years  after  atcheived) 
wherein    he  was  interrupted   by  a  private  confpiracie 
againft  his  life,  which  took  effedt     So  that  it  appeareth 
*s  was  faid,  that  it  was  not  anie  miracle  of  accident  that 
raifed  the  Macedonian  Monarchic,   but  only  the  weak 
compofition  of  that  vaft  State  of  Perfiay  which  was  pre- 
pared for  a  preye  to  the  firft  refolute  Invader*  The 
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The  fecond  Example  that  I  will  produce,  is  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  which  had  received  no  diminution  in 
Territorie,  though  great  in  virtue  and  forces,  till  the  time 
of  Jovianus.  For  fo  it  was  alledged  by  fuch  as  oppofed 
themfelves  to  the  rendering  Nifibis  upon  the  dishonoura- 
ble retreat  of  the  Roman  armie  out  of  Perfia.  At  which 
time  it  was  avouched,  that  the  Romans  by  the  fpaceof 
800  years,  had  never  before  that  day,  made  any  ceffion  or 
renunciation  to  any  part  of  their  Territorie,  whereof  they 
had  once  had  a  conftant  and  quiet  pofleffion.  And  yet  ne- 
vtrthelefle,  immediatlie  after  the  fhort  reign  afypoianus, 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  joint  reigne  of  Valentinidmts 
and  Falens,  which  were  his  immediate  fucceflbrs,  and 
much  more  in  the  times  fucceeding,  the  Roman  Empire, 
notwithftanding  the  magnitude  thereof,  became  no  better 
than  a  carcafe,  whereupon  all  theVtiltures;  and  Birds  of 
preye  of  the  world,  did  feize  and  ravine  for  many  iagt% 
for  a  perpetual  monument  of  the  eflential  difference  be- 
tween the  fcale  of  miles,  and  the  fcale  of  forces.  And 
therefore  upon  thefeRelafons  and  Examples,  we  may  fitfe- 
fy'  conclude,  that  largenefs  of  Territorie  is  fo  far  ffokn 
being  a  thing  infeparable  from  greatnefs  of  Power;  as  it  is 
taKlny  times  contrariant  and  incompatible  with  the  fame. 
But  to  make  a  reduction  of  that  errour  to  a  truth,  it  will 
ftand  thus,  that  then  greatnefs  of  Territorie  addeth  flrenjgth, 
tohen  it  hath  thefe  four  conditions : 

Firft,  That  the  Territories  be  compa&ed,  and  not 
difperfed. 

Secondly, 


lo 
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Secondly,  That  the  Region  which  is  the  heart  and  feat 

of  the  State,  be  fufficient  to  fupport  thofe  parts, 

which  are  but  Provinces  and  additions. 
Thirdly ,  That  the  armes  or  martiail  vertue  of  the 

State  be  in  fome  degree  anfwerable  to  the  greatnefs 

of  Dominion. 
And  Lqftly>  That  no  Part  or  Province  of  the  State  be 

utterly  unprofitable,  but  do  confer  fome  ufe  or 

fervice  to  the  State. 


*  %  The  firft  of  thefe  is  manifeftly  true,  and  fcarcely 
ncedeth  any  explication.  For  if  there  be  a  State  that 
<jfl(nfifteth  of  fcattered  Points  inftead  of  Lines,  and  jdender 
lanes  inftead  of  Latitudes,  it  can  never  be  folide,  and  in 
the  folide  figure  is  ftrength.  But  what  fpeak  we  of  ma- 
thematical principles  ?  The  reafon  of  State  is  evident, 
that  if  the  parts  of  an  Eftate  be  disjoined  and  remote,  and 
fb  be  interrupted  with  the  Provinces  of  an  other  Sove- 
reigntie ;  they  cannot  poffiblie  have  ready  fuccours,  in 
cafe  of  invafion,  nor  ready  fuppreflion,  in  cafe  of  rebel- 
lion, nor  ready  recovery  in  cafe  of  lofle  or  alienation  by 
either  of  both  means.  And  therefore  we  fee  what  an  end- 
kfs  work  the  King  of  Spayne  hath  had  to  recover  the 
Low  Countries,  although  it  were  to  him  patrimonie  and 
not  purchafe;  and  that  chieflie  in  regard  of  the  great  di- 
fiance.  So  we  fee  that  our  Nation  kept  Calice  a  hundred 
yeares  fpace  after  it  loft  the  reft  of  Frauncey  in  regard  of 
the  neer  fituation,  and  yet  in  the  end  they  that  were  near- 
er, carried  it  by  furprize. 

Therefore  Titus  Quintius  made  a  good  comparifon  of 
the  State  of  the  Acbaians  to  a  Tortoife,  which  is  fafe 

whent 
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when  it  is  retired  within  the  Shell,  but  if  any  part  be  put 
forth,  then  the  part  expofed  endangereth  all  the  reft.  For 
fo  it  is  with  States  that  have  Provinces  difperfed,  the  de- 
fence whereof  doth  commonlie  confume  and  decaye  and 
fometimes  mine  the  reft  of  the  Eftate.  And  foe  likewifc 
we  may  obferve,  that  all  the  great  Monarchies,  the  Per- 
fians>  the  Romaines,  (and  the  like  of  the  Hurks)  they  had 
not  anie  Provinces  to  the  which  they  needed  to  demand 
accefle  through  the  Countrie  of  another :  neither  had  they 
any  long  races  or  narrow  angles  of  Territorie,  which  were 
environed  or  dafped  in  with  foreign  States,  but  their  Do- 
minions were  continued  and  entire,  and  had  thickneft 
and  fquarenefs  in  their  orbe  or  contents.  But  thefe  things 
are  without  contradiction. 

For  the  fecond,  concerning  the  proportion  between  the 
principal  Region,  and  thofe  which  are  but  fecondarie, 
there  muft  ever  more  diftinftion  be  made  betweefi  die 
bodie  or  ftemme  of  the  Tree,  and  boughs  and  branches. 
For  if  the  top  be  over  great,  and  the  ftalk  too  fiender, 
there  can  be  no  ftrength.  Now,  the  bodie  is  to  be  ac- 
counted fo  much  of,  an  Eftate,  as  is  not  feparated  ordi- 
ftinguifhed  with  any  mark  of  foreigners,  but  is  united 
fpeciallie  with  the  bond  of  naturalizaticih ;  and  therefore 
we  fee  that  when  the  State  of  Rome  grew  great,  they  were 
enforced  to  naturalize  the  Latines  or  Italians^  becaufe  the 
Romaine  ftemfne  could  not  bear  the  Provinces  and  Italy 
both  as  branches :  and  the  like  they  were  contented  after 
to  do  to  moft  of  the  Gauls.  So  on  the  contrarie  part  we 
fee  in  the  State  of  Lacedamon,  which  was  nyce  in  that 
point,  and  would  not  admit  their  Confederates  to  be  incor- 
porate with  them,  but  refted  upon  the  natural  borne  fiib- 

jeds 
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jedts  of  Sparta,  how  that  a  fmall  time  after  they  had  em- 
braced a  larger  Empire,  they  were  pfeferitlie  furcharged, 
in  refpedt  to  the  flendernefs  of  the  Stemme.  For  fo  in 
the  defection  of  the  Thebans  and  the  reft  againft  them , 
one  of  the  principal  Revolters  fpake  moft  aptlie,  and  with 
great  efficacye  in  the  affemblye  of  the  Aflbciates,  telling 
them,  that  the  State  of  Sparta  was  like  a  River,  which 
after  that  it  had  runne  a  great  way,  and  taken  other  Rivers 
and  Streams  into  it,  ranne  ftrong  and  mighty,  but  about 
the  Head  and  Fountaine  of  it  was  fhallow  and  weake, 
and  therefore  advifed  them  to  aflaile  and  invade  the  Mayne 
of  Sparta,  knowing  they  fhould  there  find  Weak  refift- 
aunce  eyther  of  towns  or  in  the  field  :  of  townes,  becaufe 
upon  confidence  of  their  greatnefs,  they  fortified  not  upon 
the  Mayne;  in  the  field,  becaufe  their  people  was  exhauft 
by  Garrifons  and  Services  farre  off.  Which  Counfcl  proved 
found,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  Gracia  at  that  time. 

For  the  third,  concerning  the  proportion  of  the  mili- 
tarie  forces  of  a  State  to  the  amplitude  of  Empire,  k  can- 
not be  better  demonftrated  than  by  the  two  firft  examples, 
which  we  produced  of  the  weaknefs  of  large  Territories 
yf  they  be  compared  within  themfelves  according  to  dif- 
ference of  time.     For  Perfia  at  a  time  was  flrengthened 
with  large  Territorie,  and  at  another  time  weakened; 
and  fo  was  Rome.    For  while  they  flourished  in  armes, 
the  largenefs  of  Territorie  was  a  ftrength  to  them,  and 
added  forces,    added  treafures,    added  reputation  :    but 
when  they  decayed  in  armes,  then  greatnefs  became  a  bur- 
den.    For  their  prote&ing  forces  did  corrupt,    fupplant, 
and  enervate  the  natural  and  proper  forces  of  all  their 
Provinces,  which  relyed  and  depended  upon  the  fuccours 
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and  good  Pollicie.  And  therefore  true  confideration  of 
Eftate,  can  hardlie  find  what  to  rejed,  in  matter  of  Ter- 
ritorie  in  any  Empire,  except  it  be  fome  glorious  acquefts 
obtained  fometime  in  the  braverie  of  warres,  which  can- 
not be  kept  without  exceflive  charge  and  trouble,  of 
which  kind  were  the  purchafes  of  King  Henrie  VIII. 
that  of  lour  nay  y  and  that  oiBullotgne ;  and  of  the  fame 
kind  are  infinite  other  the  like  examples  almoft  in  everie 
warre,  which  for  the  moft  part  upon  treaties  of  peace  are 
reftored. 

Thus  have  we  now  defined  where  the  largenefs  of  Ter- 
ritorie  addeth  true  greatnefs,  and  where  not.  The  appli- 
cation of  thefe  pofitions  unto  the  particular  or  fuppofition 
of  this  your  Majeftie's  Kingdome  of  Britaine  requireth 
few  words.  For  as  I  profefled  in  the  beginning,  I  mean 
not  to  blazon  or  amplifie,  but  onlie  to  obferve  andexprefle 
matter. 

Firjiy  Your  Majeftie's  dominion  and  Empire,  com- 
prehendeth  all  the  Hands  of  the  Northweft  Ocean,  where 
it  is  open,  untill  you  come  to  the  imbarred^or  frozen  fea, 
towards  Ifelland ;  in  all  which  trad,  it  hath  no  inter- 
mixture or  interpofition  of  anie  foreigne  land,  but  onlie 
of  the  fea,  whereof  you  are  alfo  abfolutelie  Maifter. 

Secondlie,  The  quantitie  and  content  of  thefe  Countries  is 
farre  greater  than  have  been  the  principal  or  fondemen- 
tal  Regions  of  the  greateft  Monarchies,  greater  than 
Perfia  proper,  greater  than  Mace  don  >  greater  than  Italic 
So  as  heere  is  potentially  bodie  and  ftemme  enough  for 
Nabucbodonofors  tree,  yf  God  fhould  have  fo  ordained. 

Tbirdlie,  The  prowefle  and  valour  of  your  fubjefts  is 
able  to  maifter  and  weilde  farre  more  Territorie  than  fal- 
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leth  to  their  lott.    But  that  followeth  to  be  fpoken  of  in 
the  proper  place. 

And  lajtlie>  It  muft  be  confefled,  that  whatfoever  part 
of  your  Countries  and  Regions  {hall  be  counted  the  mean- 
eft,  yet  is  not  inferior  to  thofe  countries  and  regions* 
the  people  whereof  fome  ages  fince  overranne  the  world. 
We  fee  furder  by  the  uniting  of  the  continent  of  this 
Hand,  and  the  fhutting  up  of  the  Pofterne,  (as  it  was  not. 
unfitlie  tearmed;)  allentraunce  of  foreiners  is  excluded; 
and  we  fee  againe,  that  by  the  fit  fituation  and  configura* 
tion  of  the  North  of  Scotland  toward  the  North  of  Ire- 
Iand9  and  the  reputation,  commoditie  and  terrour  there- 
of, what  good  efFe&s  have  enfued  for  the  better  quieting 
of  the  troubles  of  Inland.  And  fo  we  conclude  this  firfl; 
braunch  touching  largenef6  of  Territorie. 

The  fecond  Article  was, 

That  there  is  too  much  afcribed  tQ  treafure  or  riches: 
in  the  ballancing  of  greatnefs. 

Wherein  no  man  can  be  ignorant  of  the  idolatrie  that  jg 
generallie  committed  in  theis  degenerate  times  to  qnonky 
as  if  it  could  do  all  things  publique  and  priyate  >  bu{ 
leaving  popular  errours,  this  is  likewife  to  be  exaflaine^ 
by  reafon  and  examples,  and  fuch  reafon,  as  is  no  aewe 
conceipt  or  invention^  but  hath  formerlie  bene  difceroed  by 
the  founder  forte  of  judgments.  For  we  fee  that  Sohz^. 
who  was  no  contemplative  wifeman,  but  a  Stateiinan  aad 
a  Lawgiver,  ufed  a  memorable  penfiire  to  Crcefus,  whe» 
he  fhewed  him  great  treafures,  and  ftore  of  Gould  and  Sil- 
ver that  he  had  gathered,  telling  him,  that  whenfoever 
another  fhould  come  that  had  better  Iron  than  bee,  lie 
*  would 
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would  be  maifler  of  all  his  Gould  and  Silver.  Neither  is  the 
authoritie  of  Macbiavel  to  be  defpifed,  fpeciallie  in  a 
matter  whereof  he  faw  the  evident  experience  before  his 
eyes  in  his  own  times  and  countrie,  who  derideth  the  re- 
ceived and  currant  opinion  and  principle  of  eftate  taken 
firft  from  a  fpeech  of  Mutt  anus  the  Lieutenant  of  Vejpa- 
Jiany  ThatMonie  was  the  Sinews  of  War,  affirming, 
that  it  is  a  mockrie,  and  that  there  are  no  other  true  Si- 
news of  War,  but  the  Sinews  andMufclesof  Mens  Armes: 
and  that  there  was  never  anie  Warr,  wherein  the  more  va- 
liant people  had  to  deaie  with  the  more  wealthie,  but  that 
the  Warre,Nyf  it  were  well  conduced,  did  nourish  and  pay 
it  felf.  And  had  he  not  reafon  fo  to  think,  when  he  faw 
a  needie,  and  ill  provided  Armie  of  the  French  (though 
needie,  rather  by  negligence  than  want  of  means,  as  the 
French  manner  often  times  is)  make  their  paflage  only 
by  the  reputation  of  their  fwordesby  their  fides  undrawn, 
thorough  the  whole  length  of  Italic^  (at  that  time  abound- 
ing in  wealth  after  a  long  peace)  and  that  without  re~ 
fiftauoce,  and  to  feize  and  leave  what  Countries  and  Places 
itplea&dthem?  butit  was  not  the  experience  of  that  time 
alone,  but  the  recordes  of  all  times  that  do  concurr  to  h\- 
fifie  thttcoiiceipt,  that  Wars  are  decided  not  by  the  4h?rp- 
cft  Sworde>  but  by  the  greateft  Purfe.  And  that  verie 
text  or  faying  of  Mutianut  which  wae  the  original  of 
this  opinion,  is  mifvouched,  for  his  Speech  was  Pecuniae 
Junt  nervi  belli  civilis,  which  is  true,  for  that  civil  Warren 
cannot  fee  between  people  of  differing  valour  ;  and  againe, 
becaufe  in  them  men  axe  as  oft  bought  as  vanquished.  But 
in  cafe  of  forrein  Warres,  you  {ball  icarccdie  find  any  of  the 
great  Mofiarchk^pf  the  world,  but  h^ve  ha*}  their  foun- 
dations 
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dations  in  povertie  and  contemptible  beginnings,  being  in 
that  point  alfo  conform  to  the  heavenlie  Kingdom,  of 
which  it  is  pronounced,  Regnum  Dei  non  venit  cum  obfer- 
vatione.  Perfia,  a  mountainous  Countrie,  and  a  poor 
People  in  comparifon  of  the  Medes,  and  other  Provinces 
which  they  iubdued.  The  State  of  Sparta,  a  State 
wherein  Povertie  was  enadted  by  Lawe  and  Ordinaunce; 
all  ufe  of  Gould  and  Silver  and  rich  Furniture  being  inter- 
dicted. The  State  of  Macedonie,  a  State  mercinarie  and 
ignoble  until  the  time  of  Phillip.  The  State  of  Romey  a 
State  that  had  poor  and  paftoral  beginnings.  The  State 
of  the  Turks,  which  have  been  fince  the  terrour  of  the 
world,  founded  upon  a  Tranfmigration  of  fome  Bandes 
of  Sarmatian  Scythes  that  defcended  in  a  vagabond  man- 
ner upon  the  province  that  is  now  tearmed  Turcomannia, 
out  of  the  remnants  whereof,  after  great  varietie  of  for- 
tune fprang  the  Otboman  family.  But  never  was  anie  po- 
fition  of  Eftate  fo  vifiblie  and  fubftantiallie  confirmed  as 
this,  touching  the  preheminence,  yea  and  praedominancie 
of  Valour  above  Treafure,  was  by  the  twodefcents  and  in- 
undations of  neceflitous  and  indigent  Pooplc,  the  one 
from  the  Eaft  and  the  other  from  the  Weft,  that  of  the 
Arabians  or  Sarracens,  and  that  of  the  Gotbes,  Vandals 
and  the  reft :  who,  as  if  they  had  been  the  true  inheritours 
of  the  Romaine  Empire,  then  dieing,  or  at  leaft  growne 
impotent  and  aged,  entered  upon  Mgipt,  Afiay  Gracia, 
Afrike,  Spaine,  Fraunce,  comeing  to  thefe  Nations,  not 
as  to  a  Preye,  but  as  to  a  Patrimony,  not  returning  with 
Spoile,  but  feating  and  planting  themfelves  in  a  number  of 
Provinces,  which  continue  their  Progenie,  and  bear  their 
Names  till  this  daye.    And  all  theis  mea  had  no  other 
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Wealth  but  their  Adventures,  nor  no  other  Title  but  their 
Swords,  nor  no  other  Prefle  but  their  Povertie.  For  it  was 
not  with  moft  of  thefe  People  as  it  is  in  Countries  reduced 
to  a  regular  Civilitie,  that  no  Man  almoft  marrieth  ex- 
cept he  fee  he  have  means  to  live ;  but  population  went  on, 
howfoever  fuftentation  followed,  and  taught  by  Necefli- 
tie,  as  fome  Writers  report,  when  they  found  themfelves 
furchargde  with  People,  they  divided  their  Inhabitants  in- 
to three  parts,  and  one  third,  as  the  Lott  fell,  was  fent  a- 
broad  and  left  to  their  Adventures.     Neither  is  the  reafon 
much  unlike  (though  the  effedt  hath  not  followed  in  re- 
gard of  a  fpecial  diverfion)  in  the  Nation  of  the  Swijfes 
inhabiting  a  Countrie,   which  in  regard  of  the  moun- 
tanous  Situation,  and  the  popular  Eftate,  doth  generate 
fafter  than  it  can  fuftaine.     In  which  People,  it  well  ap- 
peared what  an  Authoritie  Iron  hath  over  Gould  at  the 
battaile  of  Granfon,   at  what  time  one  of  the  principal 
jewels  of  Burgundie  was  fold  for  twelve  Pence  by  a  poor 
Swijfe,  that  knew  no  more  a  pretious  Stone,    than  did 
JEJbp's  Cocke.     And  although  this  People  have  made  no 
Plantations  with  their  Armes,  yet  we  fee  the  reputation  of 
them  fuch,  as  not  onlie  their  Forces  have  bene  employed 
and  waged,  but  their  Alliaunce  fought  and  purchafed  by 
the  greateft  Kings  and  States  of  Europe.     So  as  though 
Fortune,  as  it  fares  fometimes  with  Princes  to  their  Ser- 
vaunts,  hath  denied  them  a  graunt  of  Lands,  yet  fhe  hath 
graunted  them  liberal  Penfions,  which  are  made  memora- 
ble and  renowned  to  all  pofteritie,  by  the  event  which  in- 
fued  to  Lewes  the  twelveth,  who  being  preffed  uncivillie 
by  meffage  from  them  for  the  inhaunfing  their  Penfions, 
cntejed  into  choller  and  broke  out  into  thefe  words,  What ! 

will 
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will  thefe  Villaines  of  the  mount  aines  put  a  Tax  upon  me  ? 
which  wordescofthim  hisDutchy  of  Millaine,  andutterlife 
ruined  his  affaires  in  Italy.  Neither  were  it  indeed  pof- 
fible  at  this  daye,  that  that  Nation  fhould  fubfift  without 
defcents  and  impreflions  upon  their  Neibours,  were  it 
not  for  the  great  utteraunce  of  People  which  they  make 
into  the  Services  of  foreign  Princes,  and  Eftates,  there- 
by difcharging  not  onlie  number,  but  in  that  number,  fuch 
Spirits  as  are  moft  ftirring  and  turbulent. 

And  therefore  we  may  conclude,  that  as  largenefs  of 
Territorie  fevered  from  mili tar ie  Virtue,  is  but  a  burden: 
fo  thatTreafure  and  Riches  fevered  from  the  fame,  is  but 
a  preye.  It  refteth  therefore  to  make  a  redu&ion  of  this 
errour  alfo  unto  a  truth  by  diftin&ion  and  lymitation, 
which  will  be  in  this  manner  : 

Treafure  and  Monies ,  do  then  add  true  greatnefs  and  v. 
ftrength  to  a  State,    when  they  are  accompanied  with 
thefe  three  conditions : 

Fyrjt,  The  fame  condition  which  hath  been  annexed 
to  largenefs  of  Territorie,  that  is,  that  they  be 
joyned  with  martial  prowefs  and  valour. 
Secondlie,  That  Treafure  doth  then  advance  greatnefi, 
when  it  is  rather  in  mediocritie  than  in  great 
abundance.  And  againe  better,  when  fome  part  of 
the  State  is  poore,  than  when  all  parts  of  it  are 
rich. 
And  Laftlie,  That  Treafure  in  a  State  is  more  or 
lefle  ferviceable,  as  the  hands  are  in  which  the 
wealth  chiefly  refteth. 
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For  the  firft  of  thefe,   it  is  a  thing  that  cannot  be  dc- 
nyed,  that  in  equalitie  of  valour,   the  better  Purfe  is  an 
advantage.     For  like  as  in  wreflling  between  man  and 
man,  yf  there  be  a  great  overmatch  in  ftrength,  it  is  to 
little  purpofe,  though  one  have  the  better  breath  $    but  if 
the  ftrength  be  near  equall,  then  he  that  is  fhorter  wynd- 
ed  will   (if  the  wager  confift  of  manie  falls)   in  the  end 
have  the  worft :  fo  it  is  in  the  warres,  if  it  be  a  match  be- 
tween a  valiant  people  and  a  cowardlie,  the  advantage  of 
treafure  will  not  ferye ;  but  if  they  be  neere  in  valour, 
then  the  better  monied  State,  will  be  the  better  able  to 
continue  the  warre,  and  fo  in  the  end  to  prevaile.     But 
yf  anie  man  think  that  Monie  can  make  thofe  proviilons 
at  the  firft  encounters,   that  no  difference  of  valour  can 
countervaile,  let  him  look  back  but  into  thofe  examples 
which  have  been  brought,  and  he  muft  confefs,  that  all 
thofe  furnitures  whatfoever  are  but  fhewes  and  mumme- 
ries, and  cannot  fhrowde  fearagainft  refolution.  For  there 
(hall  he  find  companies  armed  with  armour  of  proofe  ta- 
ken out  of  the  ftately  armories  of  Kings  who  fpared  no 
eoft,  overthrowne  by  men  armed  by  private  bargaine  and 
chaunce  as  they  could  get  it :  there  fhall  he  find  armies 
appointed  with  Horfes  bread  of  purpofe,  and  in  choyce 
races,  Chariots  of  warre,    Elephants,  and  the  like  ter- 
xours,  maiflered  by   armies  meanlie  appointed.     So  of 
Townes  ftronglie  fortified,  bafelie  yielded,  and  the  like, 
all  being  but  Sheep  in  a  Lion's  fkinne  where  valour  fail- 
«th. 

For  the  fecondpoynt,  Thatcompetencie  of  Treafure  is 
better  than  furfeit,  is  a  matter  of  common  place  or  ordina- 
rie  difcourfe  j  in  regard  that  exceffe  of  Riches,  neither  in 

E  e  publique 
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publique  nor  private,  ever  hath  anie  good  effedts,  but  ma- 
keth  men  eyther  flothfull  and  effeminate,  and  fo  no  enter- 
prizours  5  or  infolent  or  arrogant,  and  fo  over  great  em- 
bracers; but  mofi  generalliecowardlie  and  fearfull  to  loofe, 
according  to  the  adage,  Timidus  P/utus,  fo  as  this  needeth 
no  further  fpeech.  But  a  part  of  that  aflertion  requireth 
a  more  deep  confideration,  being  a  matter  not  fo  familiar, 
but  yet  moft  afluredlie  true.  For  it  is  neceflarie  in  a  State 
that  (hall  grow  and  inlarge,  that  there  be  that  compofi- 
tion  which  the  Poet  fpeaks  of,  Multis  utile  bellum9  an 
ill  condition  of  a  State  (no  queftion)  if  it  be  meant  of  a 
civil  warre,  as  it  was  fpoken,  but  a  condition  proper  to 
a  State  that  fhall  encreafe,  if  it  be  taken  of  a  foreign 
warre.  For  except  there  be  a  fpurre  in  the  State,  that 
fhall  excite  and  prick  them  on  to  warres,  they  will  but 
keep  their  owne,  and  feek  no  further.  And  in  all  expe- 
rience and  ftories  you  fhall  finde  but  three  things  that  pre- 
pare and  difpofe  an  Effete  to  warre ;  the  ambition  of  Go- 
vernours,  a  ftate  of  Souldiours  profefled,  and  the  haid 
meanes  to  lyve  of  many  Subjeds.  Whereof  the  lafl  is  the 
*moft  forcible  and  the  moft  conffant.  And  this  is  the  true 
reafon  of  that  event  which  we  obferved  and  rehearfed  be- 
fore, that  moft  of  the  great  Kingdomes  of  the  World  have 
fprung  out  of  hardnefs  and  fcarfenefs  of  means,,  as  the 
ftrongeft  herbs  out  of  the  barreneft  foyles. 

For  the  third  point,  concerning  the  placeing  and.  dc- 
ftributing  of  Treafure  in  a  State,  the  pofition  is  firaple,  that 
then  Treafure  is  greateft  ftrength  to  a  State,  when  it  is  fb 
difpofed,  as  it  is  readieft  and  eafieft  to  come  by  fop  pub- 
lick  fervice  and  ufe  5  which  one  pofitioadoth  infer  three 
conclufions, 

Firjl, 
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Firft,  That  there  be  quantity  fufficient  of  Treafure  as 
well  in  the  Treafury  of  the  Crown  or  State,  as  in  the 
Purfe  of  the  private  Subjeft. 

Secondly,  That  the  Wealth  of  the  Subject  be  rather  in 
many  hands  then  in  fewe. 

And  Thirdly ,  That  it  be  in  thofe  hands,  where  there  is 
Hkeft  to  be  greateft  fparing,  and  encreafe,  and  not  in  thofe 
hands,  wherein  there  ufeth  to  be  greateft  expence  and  con- 
fumption. 

For  it  is  not  the  abundance  of  Treafure  in  the  fiibjedts 
hands  that  can  make  fudden  fupply  of  the  want  of  a 
State,  becaufe  reafon  tells  us,  and  experience  both,  that 
private  perfons  have  leaft  will  to  contribute,  when  they 
irave  inoft  caufe,  for  when  there  is  noyfe  or  expectation  of 
wants,  then  is  allways  the  deadeft  times  for  Moneys,  in 
Ttjaxd.  every  man  reftrayneth  and  holdeth  faft  his  meanes 
For  ids  own  Comfort  and  Succour,  according  as  Salomon 
faith,  The  riches  of  a  man  areas  a  ftrong  bold  in  his  own 
imagination ;  and  therefore  we  fee  by  infinite  examples, 
arid  none  more  memorable  than  that  of  Confront  inus  the 
fcft  Emperor  of  the  Greekes,  and  the  Citizens  of  Con- 
Jthntinople,  that  Subjects  do  often  chufe  rather  to  be  fru- 
gal difpenfers  for  their  Enemyes,  than  liberal  lenders  to 
their  Prince.  Again,  wherefoever  the  Wealth  of  the 
Subject  is  engrofled  into  few  hands,  it  is  not  poffible  it 
fhould  be  fo  refpondent  and  yielding  to  payments  and 
contributions  for  the  publick,  both  becaufe  the  true  efti- 
mation  or  afleflment  of  great  Wealth  is  more  obfeure 
and  uncertaine  ;  and  becaufe  the  burden  feemeth  lighter 
tvhen  the  charge  lyeth  upon  many  hands ;  and  further* 
becaufe  the  fame  greatnefs  of  Wealth  is  for  the  moft  pajt 
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not  colle<fted  and  obtayncd  without  fucking  it  from  many, 
according  to  the  received  fimilitude  of  the  Spleene,  which 
never  fwelleth  but  when  the  reft  of  the  body  pyneth  and 
abateth,  and  laftlie  it  cannot  be  that  any  Wealth  fhould 
leave  a  fecond  overplus,  for  thepublique  that  doth  not  firft 
leave  an  overplus  to  the  private  ftock  of  him  that  gathers 
it,  and  therefore  nothing  is  more  certaine,  than  that  thofe 
States  are  leaft  able  to  ayde  and  defraye  great  charge  for 
warres  or  other  publique  difburfements,  whole  Wealth 
refteth  chiefly  in  the  bands  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentlemen. 
For  what  by  reafon  of  their  magnificence  and  wafte  in  ex- 
pence,  and  what  by  reafon  of  their  defire  to  advance  and 
make  great  their  owne  families,  and  againe  upon  the  co- 
incidents of  the  former  reafon,  becaufe  they  are  allways 
the  feweft ;  fmall  is  the  help,  as  to  payments  or  charge, 
that  can  be  levied  or  expe&ed  from  them  towards  the  oo- 
cafions  of  a  State.  Contrary  it  is  of  fuch  States  whole 
wealth  refteth  in  the  hands  of  Merchants,  Burghers,Trade£ 
men,  Freeholders,  Farmers  in  the  countrey,  and  the  like, 
whereof  we  have  a  moft  evident  and  prefent  example  be- 
fore our  eyes,  in  our  neighbours  of  the  Low  Countries, 
who  could  never  have  endured  and  continued  fo  ineftimable 
and  insupportable  charge,  either  by  their  naturall  fruga- 
lity, or  by  their  mechanicall  induftrye,  were  it  not  alio 
that  there  was  a  concurrence  in  them  of  this  laft  reafon, 
which  is,  that  their  wealth  was  difperfed  in  many  hands, 
and  not  ingrofled  into  few,  and  thofe  hands  were  not 
much  of  the  Nobility,  but  moft  and  generally  of  inferior 
conditions. 

To  make  application  of  this  part  concerning  treafure  to 
your  Majeftie's  Kingdomea. 

Firft, 
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Firft,  I  fuppofe  I  cannot  erre,  That  as  to  the  endow- 
ment of  your  Crowne,  there  is  not  any  Crowne  of  Europe, 
that  hath  fo  great  a  proportion  of  Demefne  and  Land  re- 
venew;  agayne,  he  that  fhall  look  into  your  Preroga- 
tive {ball  find  it  to  have  as  many  ftreames  to  feed  your 
Treafury,  as  the  Prerogative  of  any  of  the  faid  Kings> 
and  yet  without  oppreffion  or  taxing  of  your  people.  For 
they  be  things  unknown  in  many  other  States,  that  all  rich 
mynes  fhould  be  yours,  though  in  the  Soyle  of  your  Sub- 
jects ;  That  all  wardfhips  fhould  be  yours,  where  a  Te- 
nure in  chief  is,  of  Lands  held  of  your  Subjeds  j  That  all 
confifcations  and  efcheates  of  Treafon  fhould  be  yours, 
though  the  Tenure  be  of  the  Subjedt ;  That  all  actions  po- 
pular, and  the  Fynes  and  Cafualities  thereupon  may  be 
informed  in  your  name,  and  fhould  be  due  unto  you, 
and  a  moity  at  the  leaft  where  the  fubjedt  himfelf  informs; 
and  further,  he  that  fhall  looke  into  your  Revenues  at 
the  Ports  of  the  Sea,  your  Revenews  in  Courts  of 
Juftice,  and  for  the  ftirring  of  your  Seales,  The  Reve- 
news upon  your  Clergy e,  and  the.  reft,  will  conclude, 
That  theLawe  of  England  fludied  how  to  make  a  rich 
Crowne,  and  yet  without  Levyes  upon  your  Subjedt 
For  Merchandizing  it*  is  true,  it  was  ever  by  the  Kings  of 
this  Realme  defprzed,  as  a  thing  ignoble  and  indigne  for 
a  King,  though  it  is  manifeft,  the  fituation  and  commo- 
dityes  of  this  Ifland  confidered,  it  is  infinite,  what  your 
Majcfty  mought  ray fe  if  you  would  doe  as  a  King  of  Por- 
tugal doth,  or  a  Duke  of  Florence  in  matter  of  Mer- 
chandize.   As  for  the  Wealth  of  the  Subject  • 

•  Mem.  Hen  was  a  blank  Jidi  Ufl  to  mtltm  tbt  Stnfi. 
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To  proccede  to  the  Articles  affirmative,  the  firft  Was* 
That  the  true  greatnefs  of  an  Eftate  confifteth  in  the 

natural  and  fit  fituation  of  the  Region  or  Place. 
Wherein  I  mean  nothing  fuperftitiouflie  touching  the 
fortunesorfataldeftinieof  anie  places,  nor  philofophical- 
^  lie  touching  their  configuration  with  the  fuperiour  Globe. 
But  I  underftand  proprieties  and  refpedts  meerlie  Civill 
and  according  to  the  nature  of  humaine  Adtions,  and  the 
true  confiderations  of  Eftate.  Out  of  which  dulie 
weighed,  there  doth  arifc  a  triple  diftfibution  of  the  fk- 
nefs  of  a  Region  for  a  great  Monarchic  Firft,  that  it  be 
of  hard  accede.  Secondlie,  That  it  be  feated  in  no  ex* 
treame  Angle,  but  cortimodioufly  in  the  middeft  of  ma- 
tue  Regions.  And  Thirdly,  That  it  be  Maritime,  or  at 
the  leaft  upon  great  navigable  Rivers ;  and  be  not  Inland 
or  Mediterrane.  And  that  thefe  are  not  conceipts,  but 
notes  of  event,  it  appeareth  manifeftlie,  that  all  great 
Monarchies  and  States  have  been  feated  in  fuch  manner, 
as  if  you  would  place  them  againe,  obferving  theis  three 
Points  which  I  have  mentioned,  you  cannot  place  them 
better,  which  fhewes  the  pfeheminence  of  Nature,  uftlb 
which  humaine  Induftrie  or  Accident,  cannot  be  equal], 
fpeciallie  in  anie  continuance  of  time  ;  nay,  if  a  Man 
look  intothefe  things  more  attenfivelie,  he  fhall  fee  diverfe 
of  thefe  feats  of  Monarchies,  how  Fortune  hafh  hovered 
itill  about  the  places,  comeing  and  goeing  only  in  regard 
of  the  fixed  reafon  of  the  conveniency  of  the  place,  which 
is  immutable.  And  therefore  firft  we  fee  the  excellent  fili- 
ation of  lEgypt  which  feemeth  to  have  bene  the  moft  an- 
tient  Monarchic,  how  convenience  it  ftands  upon  a  neck 
of  Land  commanding  both  Seas  on  either  fide,  and  em- 
bracing 
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bracing  as  it  were  with  two  armes,  Afin  and  Africk,  be- 
befides  the  benefit  of  the  famous  River  of  Nilus.  And 
therefore  we  fee  what  hath  t>een  the  fortune  of  that  Couq- 
tripf  there  having  begn  two  mighty  returns  of  fortune, 
though  at  great  diftaunce  of  tijne,  the  one  in  the  tidies 
of  Sefojir  is,  and  the  other  ifttheEpipire  of  the  Mamalukes, 
bcfides  the  middle  greatnefs  of  the  Kingdome  of  the 
Ptolomeys,  and  of  the  greatnefe  of  the  Caliphes  and  Sultajtys 
in  the  latter  times.  And  thifcRegiop  we  fee  likewife,  is 
of  ftreite  and  defenfible  accefle,  beiqg  commonlie  calle4 
oftheRomaineSjC/j^r^iE^/i.  *  Confider  in  likenaaiv-  *Mcm.  T* 
ner  the  fituation  of  Babilon,  being  planted  nioft  flxongly/^^/^r^ 
in  regard  of  Lakes  and  overflowing  grounds  between  xhtProfirtkS9 
two  great  navigable  Rivers  of  Euphrates  and  Tygris,  and 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  World,  haying  regard  to  the  four 
car  dines  of  Eaft  and  Weft  andNortherne  andSoulheme 
Regions.  And  therefore  we  fee  that  although  the  Sovo 
raigniie  alter,  yet  the  feat  ftill  of  the  Monarchic  remaines 
in  that  place.  For  after  the  Monarchies  of  the  Kings  of 
AJfyria,  which  were  natural  Kings  of  that  place,  y* 
when  the  foreign  Kings  of  Perfia  came  in,  the  feat  itr 
mained.  For  although  the  manfion  of  the  Perfons  of  tha 
Kings  of  Perfia  were  fometimes  at  Sufa,  and  fometimeg 
at  Ecbatana,  which  were  tearmed  their  Winter  and  their 
Sommer  Parlours,  becaufe  of  die  miidnefle  of  the  Ayte  in 
the  one,  and  the  frefhnefs  in  the  other,  yet  the  Citie  of 
Eftatc  continued  to  be  Babylon.  Therefore  we  fee,  that 
Alexander  the  Great,  according  to  the  advice  of  Cala~ 
nus  the.  Indian,  that  fhewed  him  a  bladder,  which  if  it 
were  borne  down  at  one  end,  would  rife  at  the  other, 
and  therefore  wifhed  him  to  keep  himfelf  in  the  middle 

of 
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of  his  Empire,  chofe  accordingly  Babylon  for  his  Seat  and 
died  there.  And  afterwards  likewife  in  the  familie  of  Se- 
Uucus  and  his  defendants,  Kings  of  the  Eaft,  although 
diverfe  of  them  for  their  own  glorie,  were  Founders  of 
Cities  of  their  owne  names,  as  Antiocbia>  Seleucia,  and 
diverfe  others,  (which  they  fought  by  all  meanes  to  raife 
and  adorne)  yet  the  greatnefs  ftill  remained  according 
unto  nature  with  the  antient  feate.  Nay  further  on,  the 
fame  remained  during  the  greatnefs  of  the  Kings  of  Par* 
tbia,  as  appeareth  by  the  verfc  of  Lucane  who  wrote  in 
Ne ro's  time. 

Cumq \  fuperbajlaret  BzbHon/polianda  tropbais.  ♦ 

And  after  that,  againe  it  obtained  the  feate  of  the  highefl 
Caliph  or  Succeffors  of  Mahomet  And  at  this  day, 
that  which  they  call  Bagdat  which  joines  to  the  mines  of 
the  other,  containeth  one  of  the  greateft  Satrapies  of  die 
Levant.  Soe  again,  Perfia  being  a  Countrie  imbarred 
with  Mountains,  open  to  the  Sea,  and  in  the  middle  of 
the  World,  we  fee  hath  had  three  memorable  revolutions 
of  great  Monarchies. 

The  firft  in  the  time  of  Cyrus-,  the  fccond  in  the  time 
of  the  new  Artaxerxes,  who  raifed  himfelf  in  the  reign 
of  Alexander  Sevens  Emperour  of  Rome ;  and  now  of 
late  memorie,  in  Ifmael  the  Sophie,  whofc  Defendants 
continue  in  Empire  and  Competition  with  the  Turks  to 
this  day. 

So  again,  Conftantinople  being  one  of  the  moft  excel- 
lent Seats  of  the  World  in  the  confines  of  Europe  and 
4fia. 

*  Sir 
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Sir  Francis  Bacon' j  Speech,  being  the  Kings  So- 
licitor at  Lord  SanquirV  Arraignment,  copied 
from  the  Draught  correBed  by  Sir  Francis 
Bacon'*  own  hand. 

The  Lord  Sanquirt  Caufe. 

IN  this  caufe  of  life  and  death,  the  Juries  part  is  in 
effedt  difcharged;  for  after  a  frank  and  formal  con- 
feffion,  their  labour  is  at  end :  fo  that  what  hath  been 
faid  by  Mr.  Attorney,  or  {hall  be  faidby  my  felf,  is  rather 
convenient  than  neceffary. 

My  Lord  Sanquir,  your  fault  is  great,  and  cannot  be  / 
extenuated ,  and  it  need  not  be  aggravated ;  and  if  it 
needed,  you  have  made  fo  full  an  anatomy  of  it  out  of 
your  own  feeling,  as  it  cannot  be  match'd  by  my  felf,  or 
any  man  elfe,  out  of  conceipt,  fo  as  that  part  of  aggra- 
vation I  leave. 

Nay,  mere,  this  chriftian  and  penitent  courfe  of  yours 
draws  me  thus  far,  that  I  will  agree,  it  in  fome  fort  exte- 
nuates ;  for  certainly,  as  even  in  extream  evils  there  are 
degrees;  fo  this  particular  of  your  offence  is  fuch,  as 
though  it  be  foul  fpilling  of  blood ;  yet  there  are  more 
foul ;  for  if  you  had  fought  to  take  away  a  man's  life  for 
his  vineyard,  as  Achab  did ;  or  for  envy,  as  Cain  did,  or 
to  poflefs  his  bed,  as  David  did;  furely  the  murthcr  had 
been  more  odious. 

Your  temptation  was  revenge,  which  the  more  natural 
it  is  to  man,  the  more  have  laws  both  divine  and  hu- 
mane fought  to  reprefs  it ;    tnibi  vindifta.    But  in  one 

F  f  thing 
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thing  you  and  I  fhall  never  agree,  that  generous  fpirits 
(you  fay)  are  hard  to  forgive;  no  con trari wife,  generous, 
and  magnanimous  minds  arc  readied  to  forgive ;  and  it  is 
a  weakncfs  and  impotency  of  mind  to  be  unable  to  for- 
give; Corpora  magnanimo  fatis  ejl  projiraffe  leoni. 

But  howfoever  murthers  may  arife  from  feveral  mo- 
tives, lefs  or  more  odious,  yet  the  law  both  of  God  and 
Man  involves  them  in  one  degree,  and  therefore  you  may 
read  that  in  Joa&'s  cafe,  which  was  a  murther  upon  re- 
venge, and  matcheth  with  your  cafe;  he  for  a  dear  bro- 
ther, and  you  for  a  dear  part  of  your  own  body,  yet  there 
was  a  fevere  charge  given,  it  fhould  not  be  unpunifhecL 

And  certainly  the  circumftance  of  time  is  heavy  upon 
you,  it  is  now  five  years  fince  this  unfortunate  man  Turner • 
be  it  upon  accident,  or  be  it  upon  defpight,  gave  the  pro- 
vocation, which  was  the  feed  of  your  malice :  all  paflions 
are  fwaged  by  time,  love,  hatred,  grief,  fire  it  felf  burns 
out  with  time,  if  no  fuel  be  put  to  it.     Therefore  for  you 
*o  have  been  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs  fo  long,  and  to  have 
been  in  a  reftlefs  chafe  of  this  blood  fo  many  years,  is  a. 
ftrange  example;  and  I  muft  tell  you  plainly,  that  I  con- 
ceive you  have  fiick'd  thofe  afFe&ions  of  dwelling  in  ma- 
lice, rather  out  of  Italy,  and  outlandifh  manners,  where 
you  have  converfed,  than  out  of  any  part  of  this  ifland, 
England  or  Scotland. 

But  that  which  is  fitteft  for  me  to  fpend  time  in  (jthe 
matter  being  confefled)  is  to  fet  forth  and  magnifie  to  the 
hearers  the  juftice  of  this  day;  firft  of  God  and  then  of 
the  King. 

My  Lord  you  have  friends  and  entertainments  in  foreign 
parts;  it  had  been  an  eafy  thing  for  you  to  fet  CarJiJle,  or, 
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fome  other  bloodhound  on  work,  when  your  perfon  had 
been  beyond  the  feas,  and  fo  this  news  might  have  come 
to  you  in  a  packett,  and  you  might  have  looked  on  how 
the  ftorms  would  pafs,  but  God  bereaved  you  of  this 
forefight,  and  clofed  you  here  under  the  hand  of  a  King, 
that  though  abundant  in  clemency,  yet  is  no  lefs  zealous 
of  juftice. 

Againe,  when  you  came  in  at  Lambeth^  you  might 
have  perfifted  in  the  denial  of  the  procurement  of  the 
&&.  Carlifle,  a  refolute  Man,  might  perhaps  have 
cleared  you  (for  they  that  are  refolute  in  Mifchief,  are 
commonly  bbftinate  in  concealing  the  procurers)  and  fo 
nothing  fliould  have  been  againft  you  but  prefumption. 
But  then  alfo  God,  to  take  away  all  obftrudtion  of  juftice 
gave  you  the  grace  (which  ought  indeed  to  be  more  true 
comfort  to  you  than  any  device  whereby  you  might  have 
efcaped)  to  make  a  clear  and  plain  confeffion. 

Other  impediments  there  were  (not  a  few)  which 
might  have  been  an  interruption  to  this  day's  juftice,  had 
not  God  in  his  providence  removed  them. 

But  now  that  I  have  given  God  the  honour,  let  me 
give  it  likewifc  where  it  is  next  due,  which  is  to  the 
King  our  foveraign. 

This  murther  was  no  fooner  committed,  and  brought 
tohisMajefty's  ears,  but  hisjuft  indignation  wherewith 
firft  he  was  moved,  call  it  felf  into  a  great  deal  of  care 
and  providence  to  have  juftice  done :  firft  came  £orth  his 
Proclamation  fomewhat  of  a  rare  form,  and  deviled,  and 
in  effeft  didtated  by  his  Majefty  himfelf,  and  by  that  he  did 
profecute  the  offenders,  as  it  were  with  the  breath  and 
'Waft  of  his  mouth :   then  did  his  Majefty  ftretch  forth  his 
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long  arms  (for  Kings  have  long  arms  when  they  will  ex- 
tend them)  one  of  them  to  the  Sea,  where  he  took  hold 
of  Grey  fhipped  for  Sweden,  who  gave  the  firft  light  of 
teftimony;  the  other  arm  to  Scotland,  and  took  hold  of 
Carlijle,  e'er  he  was  warm  in  his  houfe,  and  brought  him 
the  length  of  his  Kingdom  under  fuch  fafc  watch  and 
cuftody,  as  he  could  have  no  means  to  efcape,  no  nor  to 
mifchief  himfelf,  no  nor  learn  any  leflbns  to  ftand  mute; 
in  which  cafes  perhaps,  this  day's  juftice  might  have  re- 
ceived a  flop.  So  that  I  may  conclude  his  Majefly  hath 
fhewed  himfelf  God's  true  lieutenant,  and  that  he  is  no 
refpe&er  ofperfons;  bnt  thzEngHJh,  Scotijh,  Nobleman, 
Fencer,  are  to  him  alike  in  refpedt  of  juftice. 

Nay  I  mull  fay  further,  that  his  Majefly  hath  had,  in 
this,  a  kind  of  prophetical  fpirit;  for  what  time  Carlijle 
and  Grey,  and  you,  my  Lord  your  felf,  were  fled,  no  man 
knew  whither  to  the  four  winds  $  the  King  ever  fpake  in 
a  confident  and  undertaking  manner,  that  wherefoever 
the  offenders  were  in  Europe,  he  would  produce  them 
forth  to  juftice ;  of  which  noble  word  God  hath  made 
him  mafter. 

Laftly,  I  will  conclude,  towards  you  my  Lord,  that 
though  your  offence  hath  been  great,  yet  your  confeffion 
hath  been  free,  and  your  behaviour  and  fpeech  full  ofdi- 
fcretion ;  and  this  fhews,  that  though  you  could  not  refift 
the  tempter,  yet  you  bear  a  chriftian  and  generous  mind, 
anfwerable  to  the  noble  family  of  which  you  are  defcend- 
ed.  This  I  commend  in  you,  and  take  it  to  be  an  allured 
token  of  God's  mercy  and  favour,  in  refpedt  whereof  all 
worldly  things  are  but  trafh  j  and  fo  it  is  fit  for  you,  as 

your 
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your  ftate  now  is,  to  account  them;  and  this  is  all  I  will 
fay  for  the  prefent. 
Examirid. 

My  Lady  Shrewfbury'y  Caufe. 
Your  Lordfhips  do  obferve  the  nature  of  this  Charge. 

MY  Lady  of  Sbrew/bury,  a  Lady  wife,  and  that 
ought  to  know  what  duty  requireth,  is  charged 
to  have  refufed,  and  to  have  perfifted  in  refiifal  to  an- 
lwer,  and  to  be  examined  in  a  high  caufe  of  ftate,  being 
examined  by  the  Council  Table,  which  is  a  reprefenta- 
tive  body  of  the  King. 

The  nature  of  the  Caufe  upon  which  fhe  was  examined, 
is  an  eflential  point  which  doth  aggravate  and  increafe 
this  contempt  and  prefumption,  and  therefore  of  necef- 
fity  with  that  we  muft  begin. 

How  gracioufly  and  parent-like  his  Majefty  ufed  the 
Lady  Arabella ,  before  fhe  gave  him  caufe  of  indignation, 
the  world  knoweth. 

My  Lady,  notwithftanding,  extreamly  ill  advifed,  tranf- 
adted  the  moft  weighty  and  binding  part  and  adtion  of  her 
life,  which  is  her  marriage,  without  acquainting  his  Ma- 
jefty, which  had  been  a  negledt  even  to  a  mean  parent. 
But  being  to  our  Soveraign,  and  fhe  ftanding  fo  near  to 
his  Majefty  as  fhe  doth,  and  then  choofing  fuch  a  conditi- 
on as  it  pleafed  her  to  choofe,  all  parties  laid  together, 
how  dangerous  it  was,  my  Lady  might  have  read  it  in  the 
fortune  of  that  houfe  wherewith  fhe  is  matched;  for  it 
was  not  unlike  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Seymer's  grand-mother. 

The  King  neverthelefs  fo  rcmembred  he  was  a  King,  as. 
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example  I  mean,  is  that  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  whom 
the  King  extorted  from  Philip  of  Auftria.     The  Story 
is  memorable.     That  Philip,  after  the  death  of  Ifabella, 
coming  to  take  poffeflion  of  his  Kingdome  of  Cajlile 
(which  was  but  matrimonial  to  his  father-in-law  Ferdi- 
nando  of  Arr  agon)  was  caft  by  weather  upon  the  coaft  of 
Yarmouth,   where  the  Italian  ftory  faith,  King  Henry 
ufed  him  in  all  things  elfe  as  a  Prince,  but  in  one  thing  as 
a  prifoner;  for  he  forced  upon  him  a  promifc  to  reftore 
the  Earl  of  Suffolk  that  wasfledd  into  Flanders ;  and  yet 
this  1  note,   was  in  the  twenty  firft  year  of  his  reign, 
when  the  King  had  a  goodly  Prince  at  man's  eftate,  be- 
fides  his  daughters,  nay,    and  the  whole  line  of  Clarence 
nearer  in  title,  for  that  Earl  of  Suffolk  was  defcended  of 
a  Sifter  of  Edward  IV.  fo  far  off  did  that  King  take  his 
aim. 

To  this  a&ion  of  fo  deep  confequence,  it  appeareth 
yoa  (my  Lady  of  Shrew/bury  J  were  privy,  not  upon  fo- 
reign fufpicions  or  flrained  inferences,  but  upon  vehe- 
ment prefumptions,  now  clear  and  particular  teftimony,. 
as  hath  been  opened  to  you  j  fo  as  the  King  had  not  only 
reafon  to  examine  you  upon  it,  but  to  have  proceeded 
with  you  upon  it,  as  for  a  great  contempt  $  which  if  it  be 
referved  for  the  prefent,  your  Ladyfhip  is  to  underftand 
k  aright,  that  it  is  not  defedl  of  proof,  but  abundance  of 
grace  that  is  the  caufe  of  this  proceeding;  and  your  Lady- 
fhip {hall  do  well  to  fee  into  what  clanger  you  have  brought 
your  felf.  All  offences  confift  of  the  fadt  which  is  open, 
and  the  intent  which  is  fecret;  this  fadt  of  confpiring  in. 
the  flight  of  this  Lady,  may  bear  a  hard  and  gentler 
tonftru&ion  5    if  upon  over  much  affedion  to  your  kinf- 

woman,, 
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woman,  gentler  ;  if  upon  practice  or  other  end,  harder; 
you  muft  take  heed  how  you  enter  into  fuch  a&ions, 
whereof  if  the  hidden  part  be  drawn  unto  that  which  is 
open,  it  may  be  your  overthrow,  which  I  fpeak  not  by 
way  of  charge,  but  by  way  of  caution. 

For  that  which  you  are  properly  charged  with,  you 
muft  know  that  all  fubje&s  without  diftindlion  of  degrees, 
owe  to  the  King  tribute  and  fervice,  not  only  of  their 
deed  and  hand,  but  of  their  knowledge  and  difcovery. 

If  there  be  any  thing  that  imports  the  King's  fervice, 
they  ought  themfelves  undemanded,  to  impart  it;  much 
more  if  they  be  called  and  examined,  whether  it  be  of 
their  own  fadt,  or  of  another's,  they  ought  to  make  di- 
rect anfwer:  neither  was  there  ever  any  fubjedt  brought 
into  caufes  of  Eftate  to  tryal  judicial,  but  firft  he  pafled  ex- 
amination; for  examination  is  the  entrance  of  juftice  in 
criminal  caufes ;  it  is  one  of  the  eyes  of  the  King's  poli- 
tick body :  there  are  but  two,  information  and  examina- 
tion: it  may  not  be  endured  that  one  of  the  lights  be 
put  out  by  your  example. 

Your  excufes  are  not  worthy  your  own  judgment,  rafh 
vows  of  lawful  things  are  to  be  kept,  but  unlawful  vows 
not;  your  own  divines  will  tell  you  fo.  For  your  exam- 
ples, they  are  fome  erroneous  traditions.  My  Lord  of 
Pembroke  fpake  fomewhat  that  he  was  unlettered,  and  it 
was  but  when  he  was  examined  by  one  private  counfellor, 
to  whom  he  took  exception.  That  of  my  Lord  Lumley  is 
a  fidtion;  the  preheminences  of  nobility,  I  would  hold 
with  to  the  laft  grain ;  but  every  day's  experience  is  to  the 
contrary.  Nay  you  may  learn  duty  of  my  Lady  Ara- 
bella her  felf,    a  Lady  of  the  Blood,   of  an  higher  rank 

than 
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than  your  felf,  who  declining  (and  yet  that  but  by  re- 
queft  neither)  to  declare  of  your  fadtj  yielded  ingenuoufly 
to  be  examined  of  her  own  :  I  do  not  doubt  but  by  this 
time  you  fee  both  your  own  error,  and  the  King's  grace 
in  proceeding  with  you  in  this  manner. 

Notes  of  a  Speech,   concerning  a  War  with 

S  P  a  1  N  E. 

THAT  ye  conceive  there  will  be  little  difference 
in  opinion,  but  that  all  will  advife  the  King  not 
to  entertain  further  a  treaty,  wherein  he  hath  been  fo 
manifeltiy  and  fo  long  deluded. 

That  the  difficulty  therefore  will  be  in  theconfequences 
thereof,  for  to  the  breach  of  treaty,  doth  neceflarily  fuc- 
ceed  a  difpaire  of  recovering  the  Palatinate  by  treaty,  and 
fo  die  bufinefs  falleth  upon  a  Warre,  And  to  that  you 
will  apply  your  Speech,  as  being  the  point  of  impor- 
tance, and  befides,  moft  agreeable  to  your  profeffion  and 

place. 
To  a  Warre  (fitch  as  may  promife  fuccefle)  there  are 

three  things  required.  A  juft  quarrell,  fufficient  forces, 
and  provifions,  and  a  prudent  and  politique  choice  of  the 
defignes  and  a&ions  whereby  the  Warre  fhall  be  ma- 
naged. 

For  the  quarrell,  there  cannot  be  a  more  juft  quarrell 
by  the  laws  both  of  nature  and  nations,  than  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  ancient  patrimony  of  the  King's  children, 
gotten  from  them  by  an  ufurping  fword,  and  an  infidious 
treaty. 
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But  further,  that  the  warre  well  confidered  is  not  for 

the  Palatinate  onely,  but  for  England  and  Scotland;  for  if 

we  flay  till  the  Low  Country-men  be  ruined,    and  the 

"party  of  the  Papifts  within   the  Realm  be  grown  too 

ftrong,  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  are  at  the  (lake. 

Neither  doth  it  concern  the  ftate  onely,  but  our 
church;  other  Kings,  papifts,  content  themfelves  to 
maintaine  their  religion  in  their  own  dominions;  but  the 
Kings  of  Spaine  run  a  courfe  to  make  themfelves  pro- 
testors of  the  Popifh  Religion,  even  amongfl  the  fubje&s 
of  other  Kings :  almoft  like  the  Ottomans,  that  profefi  to 
plant  the  law  of  Mahomet  by  the  fword ;  and  fo  the  Spa- 
niards do  of  the  Pope's  law :  and  therefore,  if  either  the 
King's  blood,  or  our  owne  blood,  or  Chrift's  blood  be 
dear  unto  us,  the  quarrell  is  juft,  and  to  be  imbraced. 

For  the  pointe  of  fufficient  forces,  the  ballanceing  of 
the  forces  of  thefe  Kingdoms  and  their  allies,  with 
Spaine  and  their  allies,  you  know  to  be  a  matter  of  great 
f  arid  weighty  confideration ;  but  yet  to  weigh  them  in  a 
common  underftanding,  for  your  part,  you  are  of  opi- 
nion that  Spaine  is  no  fiich  giant;  or  if  he  be  a  giant,  it 
v  will  be  but  like  Goliab  and  David,  for  God  will  be  on 
our  fide. 

But  to  leave  thefe  fpiritual  confiderations,  you  do  not 
fee  in  true  difcourfe  of  Peace  and  Warre,  that  we  ought 
to  doubt  to  be  over-matched.  To  this  opinion  you  are  led 
by  two  things  which  lead  all  men ;  by  Experience,  and 
by  Reafon. 

For  experience,  you  do  not  find  that  for  this  age  (take  it 
for  i  oo  years)  there  was  ever  any  encounter  bctxvccnSpaniJb 
and  Englijh  of  importance,  either  by  fea  or  land,  but  the 
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Engli/h  came  off  with  the  honour ;  witnefs  the  Lammas- 
Day,  the  retraite  of  Gaunt,  the  battail  of  Newport,  and 
fome  others:  but  there  have  been  fome  adtions  both  by 
fea  and  land,  fo  memorable  as  fcarce  fuffer  the  lefs  to  be 
fpoken  of.  By  fea,  that  of  88,  when  the  Spaniards  put- 
ting themfelves  mofl  upon  their  ftirrops,  fent  forth  that 
invincible  Armada  which  fhould  have  fwallowed  up  Eng- 
land quicke;  the  fuccefs  whereof  was,  that  although  that 
fleet  fwam  like  mountaines  upon  our  feas,  yet  they  did 
not  fo  much  as  take  a  Cocke-boate  of  ours  at  fea,  nor 
fire  a  Cottage  at  land,  but  came  through  our  Channel, 
and  were  driven,  as  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  fays,  by  Squibbs 
(fire  Boats  he  meanes)  from  Calais,  and  were  foundly 
beaten  by  our  Ships  in  fight,  and  many  of  them  funke, 
and  finally  durft  not  return  the  way  they  came,  but  made 
a  fcattered  perambulation  full  of  Shipwrecks,  by  the 
Irijh  and  Scott ijh  feas  to  get  home  again;  juft  according 
to  the  curfe  of  the  Scripture*  that  they  came  out  againjl 
us  oneway,  and  fed  before  us  f even  ways.  By  land,  who 
can  forget  the  two  voyages  made  upon  the  continent  it 
felf  of  Spaine,  that  of  Lijbone,  and  that  of  Cales,  when 
in  the  former  we  knockt  at  the  gates  of  the  greateft  City 
either  of  Spaine  or  Portugall,  and  came  off  without 
feeing  an  enemy  to  look  upon  us  in  the  face  >  and  though 
we  failed  in  our  foundation  (for  that  Antonio  whom  we 
thought  to  replace  in  his  Kingdom  found  no  party  at  all) 
yet  it  was  a  true  tryal  of  the  gentlenefs  of  Spaine,  which 
fuffered  us  to  goe  and  come  without  any  difpute :  and  for 
the  latter^  of  Cales,  it  ended  in  victory  -r  we  ravifhed  a 
principal  City  of  wealth,  and  ftrength  in  the  High  Count- 
ries, facked  it,  fired  the  Indian  fleet  that  was  in  the 
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port,  and  Came  home  in  triumph  ;  and  yet  to  this  day 
were  never  put  in  fait  for  it,  nor  demanded  reafon  for 
our  doings.  You  ought  not  to  forget  the  battaile  of  Kin/ale 
in  Ireland,  what  time  the  Spanijh  forces  were  joyned  with 
thelri/h  (good  foldiers  as  themfelves  or  better)  and  exceed- 
ed us  far  in  number,  and  yet  they  were  foon  defeated, 
and  their  General  D'Avila  taken  prifoncr,  and  that  warre 
tiy  that  battaile  quenched  and  ended. 

And  it  is  worthy  to  be  noted  how  much  our  power  in 
thdfedays  was  inferiour  to  our  prefentftate.  Theft,  a  Lady 
old,  and  owner  onely  of  England,  intangled  with  the  re- 
volt of  Ireland,  and  her  confederates  of  Holland  much 
weaker,  and  in  no  conjundurc.  Now,  a  famous  King, 
and  flrengthened  with  a  Prince  of  Angular  expectation, 
'and  in  the  prime  of  his  years,  owner  of  the  entire  Ifle  of 
Britain,  enjoying  Ireland  populate  and  quiet,  and  infi- 
nitely more  fupported  by  Confederates  of  the  Lmv-Coun- 
tries,  Denmarke,  divers  of  the  Princes  of  Germany  and 
others.  As  for  the  Companion  of  Spaine  as  it  was  then, 
and  as  it  is  now,  you  will  for  good  refpefts  forbear  to 
fpeak  ;  onely  you  wiH  fay  'this,  That  Spaine  was  then  re- 
puted to  have  the  wifeft  council  of  Europe,  and  not  a 
council  that  will  come  at  the  whiftle  of  a  favourite. 

Another  pointc  of  Experience  you  would  not  fpeak  of, 
if  it  were  not  that  there  is  a  wonderfull  erroneous  obfer- 
vation,  which  walketh  about,  contrary  to  all  the  true  ac- 
count of  time ,  and  it  is ,  That  the  Spaniard  where  he 
once  gets  in,  will  feldome  or  never  be  got  out  again  (and 
they  give  it  an  ill-favoured  fimtle  which  you  will  not 
name)  but  nothing  is  kfs  true  ';  they  gotfooting  at  BYtfi^ 
and  fbme  other  parts  in  Britaine,  and  quitted  it :  they 

had 
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had  Calice,  Ardes,  Amiens,  and  were  part  beaten  out,  and 
part  they  rendred  :•  they  had  Vercelles  in  Savoy  and  fairly 
left  it  *  they  had  the  other  day  the  Valtoline>  and  now 
have  put  it  in  depofite.  What  they  will  doe  at  Ormus 
we  fhall  fee.  Soe  that  to  fpeak  truely  of  later  times, 
they  have  rather  poached  and  offered  at  a  number  of  en- 
terprifes,  than  maintained  any  conflantly.  And  for  Ger- 
many, in  more  ancient  time,  their  great  Emperor  Charles 
after  he  had  Germany  almoft  in  his  fift,  was  forced  in  the 
end  to  go  from  ljburgh  as  k  were  in  a  mafk  by  torch 
light,  and  to  quit  every  foot  of  his  new  acquefts  in  Ger- 
many, which  you  hope  likewife  will  be  the  hereditary 
Iffue  of  this  late  purchafe  of  the  Palatinate.  And  thus 
much  for  Experience. 

For  Reafon.  It  hath  many  branches  ;  you  will  but  ex- 
trad  a  few  firfl  It  is  a  Nation  thin  fowne  of  mem 
partly  by  reafon  of  the  fterility  of  their  foilej  and 
partly  becaufe  their  Natives  are  exhauft  by  fo  many 
imployments  in  fuch  vaft  Territories  as  they  poflefle,  fo 
that  it  hath  been  counted  a  kind  of  miracle  to  fee  together 
ten  or  twelve  thoufand  native  Spaniards  in  an  army  \  and 
although  they  have  at  this  time  great  numbers  of  mifcel- 
lany  foldiours  in  their  armies  and  garrifons,  yet  if  there 
fhould  be  the  misfortune  of  a  battaile,  they  are  ever  long 
about  it  to  drawe  on  fupplyes. 

They  tell  a  tale  of  a  Spanijh  Ambaflador  that  was 
brought  to  fee  their  Treafury  of  St.  Marie  at  Fenice,  and 
itill  he  looked  down  to  the  ground;  and  being  afkedthe 
reafon,  laid,  He  was  looking  to  fee  whether  the  treafure 
bad  any  roote,  fo  that  if  that  were  Jpent,  it  would  grow 
again  as  bis  Mafer's  had.  But  hawfoever  it  be  of  their 
3  Treafure, 
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Treafure,  certainly  their  Forces  have  fcarcely  any  roote, 
or  at  leaf):  fuch  a  roote  as  putteth  forth  very  poorly  and 
(lowly,  whereas  there  is  not  in  the  world  again  fuch  a 
fpring  and  fcminary  of  military  people  as  is  England, 
Scotland \  znd Ireland;  nor  of  Seamen  as  is  this  Ifland,  and 
the  L»x  Countries:  So  as  if  the  Warres  ftiould  mo  we  them 
downe,  yet  they  fuddenly  may  be  fupplyed  and  come  up 


A  lecondReafon  is  (and  it  is  the  principall)  that  if  wee 
trady  confidcr  the  greatnefle  of  Spaine,  it  confifteth 
chidhr  in  their  Treafure,  and  their  Treafure  in  their  In- 
So,  and  their  Indies  (both  of  them)  is  but  an  acceffion 
to  fbch  as  are  mailers  by  fca  ;  fo  as  this  axell-tree  where- 
upon their  greatnefle  turnes  is  foon  cut  a  two  by  any  that 
lhall  be  ftrooger  than  they  at  fea.  So  then  you  report 
your  fclfc  to  their  opinions,  and  the  opinions  of  all  men, 
enemies  or  wholbever ;  whether  that  the  maritime  forces 
of  Britaine,  and  the  Lew-countries,  are  not  able  to  beat 
them  at  fca.  For  if  that  be,  you  fee  the  chaine  is  broken 
from  Shipping  to  Indiesy  from  Indies  to  Treafure,  and 
from  Treafure  to  Greatnefle. 

The  third  Reafon  (which  hath  fome  affinity  with  this 
fecond)  is  a  pointe  comfortable  to  heare  in  the  ftate  that 
we  now  are;  Warres  are  generally  caufes  of  poverty  and 
confiimption.  The  nature  of  this  Warre  you  are  per- 
fwaded  will  bee  matter  of  reftorative  and  enriching ;  fo 
that  if  we  go  roundly  on  with  fupplics  and  provifions  ar 
the  firft,  the  Warre  in  continuance  will  finde  it  felf.  Tha 
you  do  but  pointe  at  this,  and  will  not  enlarge  ir. 

Laftly,  That  it  is  not  a  little  to  be  confi4ered,  that  tT 
greatnefs  of  Spaine  is  not  only  diflrafted  extreamly,  a* 

tberef* 
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therefore  of  leffe  force,  but  built  upon  no  very  found 
foundations;  and  therefore  they  can  have  the  lefleftrength 
by  any  aflured  and  confident  confederacie  with  France ; 
they  are  in  competition  for  Navarre,  Milan,  Naples,  and 
the  Franch  County  of  Burgundy,  with  the  See  of  Rome, 
for  Naples  alfo ;  for  Portugal/,  with  the  right  heirs  of 
that  Line.  For  that  they  have  in  their  Low  Countries,  with 
the  United  Provinces:  for  Ormus  (now)  with  Perfia;  for 
Valencia,  with  the  Moores  expulfed  and  their  confede- 
rates \  for  the  Eajl  and  Wejl  Indies,  with  all  the  World, 
Spe  that  if  every  bird  had  his  feather,  Spaine  would  be 
left  wonderful  naked.  But  yet  there  is  a  greater  confede- 
ration againft  them  than  by  meanes  of  any  of  thefe  quar- 
rells  or  titles,  and  that  is  contradted  by  the  fear  that  al- 
moft  all  Nations  have  of  their  ambition,  whereof  men 
fee  no  end.  And  thus  much  for  the  ballanceing  of  their 
forces. 

For  the  laft  pointe,  which  is  the  choice  of  the  defignes 
and  enterprifes,  in  which  to  condudt  the  Warre ;  you  will 
not  now  fpeake,  becaufe  you  fhould  be  forced  to  defcend 
to  diverfe  particulars,  whereof  fome  are  of  a  more  open, 
and  fome  of  a  more  fecret  nature.  But  that  you  would 
move  the  Houfe  to  make  a  fele&ed  Committee  for  that 
purpofe.  Not  to  eftrange  the  Houfe  in  any  forte,  but  to 
prepare  things  for  them,  giveing  them  power  and  com-* 
miflion  to  call  before  them,  and  to  conferr  with  any 
martial  men  or  others  that  are  not  of  the  Houfe  that 
they  fhall  think  fit  for  their  advice  and  information. 
And  foe  to  give  an  account  of  the  bufinefs  to  a  general 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 
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Mr.  Bacon  's  Difcourfe  in  the  prayfe 
of  his  Soveraigne. 

NO  prayfe  of  magnanymitye,  nor  of  love,  nor  of 
knowlege,  can  intercept  her  prayfe  that  planteth, 
and  nouryfheth  magnanymitye  by  her  example,  love  by 
her  perfon,  and  knowlege  by  the  peace  and  ferenitie  of 
her  times.  And  if  thefe  rych  peeces  be  fo  faire  unfet, 
what  are  they  fet,  and  fet  in  all  perfection  ?  Magnany- 
mitye no  doubt  confifteth  in  contempt  of  peryl,  in  con- 
tempt of  profit,  and  in  meriting  of  th^  times  wherein  one 
lyveth.  For  contempt  of  peryl,  fee  a  Ladye  that  cometh 
to  a  crowne  after  the  experyence  of  fome  adverfe  fortune* 
which  for  the  mode  parte  extenuateth  the  minde,  and 
maketh  it  apprehenfive  of  feares.  Noe  fooner  fhe  ta- 
keth  the  fcepter  into  her  facred  hands,  but  fhe  putteth  on 
a  refolution  to  make  the  greateft,  the  moft  importante, 
the  moft  dangerous  that  can  be  in  a  ftate ;  the  alteration 
of  religion.  This  fhe  doth,  not  after  a  foveraintie  efta- 
blyfhed  and  contynewed  by  fundrye  yeres,  when  cu- 
ftome  might  have  bred  in  her  people  a  more  abfolute  o- 
bedyence;  when  tryal  of  her  fervants  mought  have  made 
her  more  affured  whom  to  imploy ;  when  the  reputation 
of  her  policy  and  vertue  might  have  made  her  govern- 
ment redoubted.  But  at  the  verye  entrance  of  her  rayne, 
when  fhe  was  greene  in  audthorytie,  her  fervants  fcant 
knowen  unto  her,    the  adverfe  parte  not  weakened,  her 
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own  parte  not  confirmed.  Neither  doth  fhee  reduce  or 
reunite  her  realme  to  the  religion  of  the  ftates  about  her, 
that  the  evil  inclynation  of  the  fubjedt  might  be  counter- 
vayled  by  the  good  correfpondence  in  foreine  partes :  But 
contrarywyfe,  fhee  introduceth  a  religion  exterminated 
and  perfecuted  both  at  home  and  abroade.  Her  pro- 
'  ceedinge  herein  is  not  by  degrees  and  by  flealth,  but  ab- 
folute  and  at  once.  Was  fhee  incoraged  therto  by  the 
ftrength  (he  found  in  legues  and  alliances  with  great  and 
potent  confederates  ?  Noe,  but  fhee  found  her  realme  in 
warres  with  her  neereft  and  mightieft  neyghbours.  Shce 
flood  fingle  and  alone,  and  in  legue  only  with  one,  that 
after  the  people  of  her  natyon  had  made  his  warres,  left 
her  to  make  her  own  peace ;  one  that  could  never  be  by 
anye  follicytation  moved  to  renewe  the  treaties  5  and  one 
that  fince  hath  proceeded  from  doubtful  termes  of  amy- 
tie  to  the  hygheft  adtes  of  hoftylitie.  Yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  oppofytion  foe  great,  the  fupporte  foe  weake,  the 
feafon  foe  unproper ;  yet,  I  faye>  beeaufe  it  was  a  rely* 
gion  wherein  fhe  was  nourifhed  and  brought  up;  a  reli- 
gion that  freed  her  fubjedls  from  pretence  of  foreine  pow- 
ers, and  indeed  the  true  relygion;  fhe  brought  to  pafle 
this  great  worke  with  fuccefle  worthy  foe  noble  a  refo- 
lution.  See  a  Queene,  that  when  a  deepe  and  fecret  con- 
spiracy was  plotted  againft  her  facred  perfon,  pradtyfed 
by  fubtile  inftrumcnts,  embraced  by  violent  and  defpe- 
rate  humors,  flrengthened  and  bound  by  vowes  and  fa- 
craments,  and  the  fame  was  revealed  unto  her  (and  yet 
the  nature  of  the  affayres  required  further  ripening  be- 
fore the  apprehenfion  of  anie  of  the  parties)  was  content 
to  put  her  felf  into  the  garde  of  the  divine  providence^ 
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and  her  owne  prudence,  to  have  fome  of  the  confpira- 
tors  in  her  eyes,  to  fuflfer  them  to  approach  to  her  per- 
ion,  to  take  a  pety tion  of  the  hand  that  was  conjured  for 
her  death;    and  that  with  fuch  majeftie  of  countenance,    « 
fuch  myldnes  and  ferenitie  of  gefture,   fuch  arte  and  im- 
preflion  of  wordes,  as  had  bene  fufficient  to  have  reprefl 
and  bound  the  hand  of  a  confpirator,  if  he  had  not  been 
difcovered.     Laftly,  fee  a  Queene,  that  when  her  realme 
Tyas  to  have  bene  invaded  by  an  armye,  the  preparation 
^hereof  was  like  the  travel  of  an  Olyphant,  the  provi- 
fions  were  infinite,  the  fetting  forth  whereof  was  the  ter- 
ror and  wonder  of  Europe  \    it  was  not  feene  that  her 
cheere,  her  fafhion,  her  ordinary  manner  was  anie  thing 
altered :    not  a  cloud  of  that  florme  did  appeare  in  that 
countenance  wherein  peace  doth  ever  fhine ;  but  with  ex- 
cellent affurance,    and  advifed  fecuritie  fhe  infpyred  her 
council,  animated  her  nobylitie,   redoubled  the  courage 
of  her  people ,    ftill  having  this  noble  apprehenfion,  not 
only  that  fhe  would  communicate  her  fortune  with  them, 
but  that  it  was  ihe  that  would  protect  them,  and  not 
they  her :    which  (he  teftified  by  noe  lefle  demonftration 
than  her  prefence  in  campe.     Therefore,  that  magnany- 
mytie  that  ney ther  feareth  greatnes  of  alteration,  nor  the 
views  of  confpirators,  nor  the  power  of  enemy,  is  more 
than  heroical. 

For  contempt  of  profit,  confider  her  offers,  confider 
her  purchafes.  Shee  hath  rayned  in  a  moft  populous,  and 
wealthie  peace,,  her  people  greatly  multiplied,  welthily 
appointed,  and  Angularly  devoted.  Shee  wanted  not  the 
example  of  the  power  of  her  armies  in  the  memorable 
voyages  and  invafions  profperoufly  made  and  atchieved 
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by  fundrie  her  noble  progenitors.  Shee  hath  not  wanted 
pretences,  as  well  of  claime  and  ryght,  as  of  quarrel  and 
revenge.  Shee  hath  rayned  during  the  minoritie  of  fome 
of  her  neyghbour  princes,  and  during  the  fadtions  and 
divifions  of  their  people  upon  deepe  and  irreconciieablc 
quarrels,  and  during  the  imbracing  greatnes  of  fome  one 
that  hath  made  himfelfe  foe  weake  through  too  much 
burthen,  as  others  are  through  decaye  of  ftrengthj 
and  yet  fee  her  fitting  as  it  were  within  the  compafle  of 
her  fands.  Scotland,  that  doth  as  it  were  eclipfc  her 
Hand;  the  United Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  which 
for  welth,  commoditie  of  trafique,  affection  to  our  na- 
tion were  moft  meete  to  be  annexed  to  this  crowne;  fliee 
lefte  the  poffeflion  of  the  one,  and  refufed  the  foveraintie 
of  the  other :  foe  that  notwithftanding  the  greatnes  of 
her  meanes,  the  juftnes  of  her  pretences,  and  the  rare- 
nes  of  her  opportunities  fhee  hath  contynewed  her  firft 
mynde,  (he  hath  made  the  pofTeffions  which  fhe  received 
the  limits  of  her  dominions,  and  the  World  the  limits 
of  her  name,  by  a  peace  that  hath  ftained  all  vi€to~ 
ries. 

For  her  merits,  who  doth  not  acknowledge,  that  (be 
hath  bene  as  a  ftarre  of  moft  fortunate  influence  upon 
the  age  wherein  fhe  hath  fhined?  (hall  we  fpeake  of  me- 
rit of  clemencie  ?  or  merit  of  beneficence  ?  where  (hall  a 
man  take  the  moft  proper  and  natural  tryal  of  her  royal 
clemencie  ?  Will  it  beft  appeare  in  the  injuries  that  were 
done  unto  her  before  (he  attiyned  the  crowne?  or  after 
(he  is  feated  in  her  throne  ?  or  that  the  Commonwealth 
is  incorporated  in  her  perfon  ?  Then  clemencie  is  drawn_ 
in  queftion,   as  a  dangerous  encounter  of  juftice  ahd  po- 
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licy.  And  therefore,  who  did  ever  note,  that  fliee  did 
relent  (after  that  fliee  was  eftabliflied  in  her  Kingdom)  of 
-the  wrongs  done  unto  her  former  eftate  ?  who  doth  noc 
remember  how  fliee  did  revenge  the  rigour  and  rudenete 
of  her  jaylor  by  a  word,  and  that  no  bitter  but  falte> 
and  fuch  as  fhewed  rather  the  excellencie  of  her  wit* 
than  any  impreflion  of  her  wrong?  Yea,  and  further, 
is  it  not  fo  manifeft,  that  fince  her  rayne,  notwithflanding 
the  principle  that  Princes  fhould  not  negledt  that  the 
Commonweltbes  wrong  is  included  in  tbemfehes;  yet 
when  it  is  queftion  of  drawing  the  fworde,  ther  is  ever  a 
conflict  between  the  juftice  of  her  place  joyned  with  the 
necefiitie  of  her  ftate  and  her  royal  elemeneye,  which  as 
a  foveraigne  and  pretious  balme  continually  diftilleth 
from  her  fayer  hands,  and  falleth  into  the  wounds  of 
manie  that  have  incurred  the  offence  of  her  lawe. 

Nowe,  for  her  beneficence,  what  kinde  ofperfons  have 
breathed  during  her  moft  happie  rayne,  but  have  had 
the  benefit  of  her  vertues  conveyed  unto  them  ?  Take  a 
view,  and  confider,  whether  they  have  not  extended  to 
fubje&s,  to  neighbours,  to  remote  ftrangers,  yea,  to  her 
greateft  enemies.  For  her  fubje&s,  where  (hall  we  be- 
gin  in  fuch  a  maze  of  benefits  as  prefenteth  itfelf  to  re- 
membrance ?  Shall  we  fpeak  of  the  purging  away  of  the 
droffe  of  religion,  the  heavenly  treafure ;  or  that  of  mo- 
ney, the  earthly  treafure  ?  The  greater  was  touched  be- 
fore, and  the  latter  deferveth  not  to  be  forgotten.  For 
who  believeth  not  (that  knoweth  any  thing  in  matter  of 
eftate)  of  the  great  abfurdities  and  fraudes  that  arife  of 
divorcing  the  legal  eftimation  of  monies  from  the  gene- 
ral and  (as  I  may  term  it)  natural  eftimation  of  the  me- 
tals* 
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tals,  and  againe  of  the  uncertaintie  and  wavering  va-. 
lewcs  of  coyncs,  a  very  labyrinth  of  cofinages  and  abufet 
yet  fuch  as  great  Princes  have  made  their  profit  of  to- 
wards their  owne  people.     Pafle  on  from  the  Mint  to 
the  revencw  and  receits :  there  (hall  yovv  finde,  no  rayiing 
of  rents,  notwithftanding  the  alteration  of  prices  and  the 
uiage  of  the  times;  but  the  overvalew  befydes  a  reafona-" 
ble  fine  left  for  the  relief  of  Tenants  and  reward  of  Ser- 
vants ;  noe  rayfing  of  cuftomes  notwithftanding  her  coo- 
tinual  charges  of  fetting  to  the  Sea  ;  noe  extremitie  taken 
of  forfeyture  and  penal  lawes,    meanes  ufed  by    feme 
Kings  for  the  gathering  of  great  treafures.    A  fewe  fbr- 
feytures  indeed,    not  taken  to  her  owne  purfe,    but  fet 
over  to  fome  others  for  the  tryal  only,    whether  gainc 
could  bring  thofe  lawes  to  be  well  executed,  which  die 
Miniitcrs  of  juftice  did  negledt.    But  after  it  was  found, 
that  only  compaflions  were  ufed,   and  the  law  never  the 
nearer  the  execution,    the  courfe  was  ftraight  fupprefled 
and  difcontynewed.     Yea,    ther  have  bene  made  lawes 
more  than  one  in  her  time  for  the  reftrainte  of  the  vex- 
ation of  Informers  and  Promoters:    naye,  a  courfe  taken 
by  her  owne  dire&ion  for   the  repealing  of  all  heavie 
and  fnared  lawes,  if  it  had  not  bene  crofled  by  thofe  to 
whom  the  benefit  fhould  have  redounded.     Ther  (hail 
you  finde,    no  new  taxes,  impofitions  nor  devyces;   but 
the  benevolence  of  the  fubjedt  freely  offred  by  aflent  of 
Parliament  according  to  the  ancient  rates,  and  with  great 
moderation  in  afleffement ;  and  not  fo  only,  but  fome  new 
formes  of  contribution  offred  likewife  by  the  fiibjedt  in 
Parliament ;  and  the  demonflration  of  their  devotion  only- 
accepted,  but  the  thing  never  put  in  ufe.    Ther  fliaU  yo* 
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Aide  loanes,  but  honourablie  anfwered  and  payd  as  it 
Tvere  the  contra&e  of  a  private  man.     To   conclude, 
there  {hall  you  find  moneys  levied  upon  failts  of  lands, 
alienation  (though  not  of  the  ancient  patrimonie)  yet  of 
the  rich  and  commodious  purchafes  and   perquifites  of 
the  Crowne  only,  becaufe  fhee  will  not  be  grevous  and 
burthenfome  to  the  People.    This  treafure,  foe  inno- 
cently levyed,  fo  honorablye  gathered  and  rayfed,  with 
fuch  tendernes  to  the  fubjedt,  without  any  bafenes  or 
drynes  at  alls  how  hath  it  bene  expended  and  imployed? 
Where  be  the  wafteful  buildings,  and  the  exorbitant  and 
prodigal  donatives,   the  fumptuous  diflipations  in  plea- 
fures ,    and  vaine  oflentations  which  we  finde  have  ex- 
haufted  the  coffers  of  fo  many  Kings  ?    It  is  the  honour 
of  her  houfc,  the  royal  remunerating  of  her  fervants,  the 
prefervation  of  her  people  and  ftate,  the  prote&ion  of 
her  fuppliants  and  allies,  the  encounter,  breaking  and  de- 
feating the  enemies  of  her  realme  that  hath  bene  the  on- 
ly pores  and  pipes  whereby  the  treafure  hath  ifTued.  Hath 
it  bene  the  finewes  of  a  blefled  and  profperous  peace, 
hath  fhee  bought  her  peace  ?   hath  fhee  lent  the  King  of 
Spaine  monie  upon  fome  cavillation  not  to  be  repeated? 
and  foe  bought  his  favour?    and  hath  fhee  given  large 
penfions  to  corrupt  his  Counfel  ?  Noe,  but  fhee  hath  ufed 
the  moft  honourable  diverfion  of  trobles  that  canne  be  in 
the  world.     Shee  hath  kept  the  fyer  from  her  own 
walles  by  feeking  to  quench  it  in  her  neighbours.  That 
poore  brand  of  the  State  of  Burgundy,  and  that  other  of 
the  Crowne  of  France  that  remayneth,  had  bene  in  afhes 
but  for  the  readie  fountaine  of  her  continual  benignitie. 
For  the  honour  of  her  houfe  it  is  well  known,  that  al- 
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\Leufes  that  have  bene  bpilt  fince  her  raigne,  as  Auguftys 
laid,  that  he  had  received  the  city  of  brick,  and  lefte  it 
of  marble:   fo  fhee  maye  faye,  fhee  received  it  a  realme 

-of  cottages,  apd  hath  made  it  a  realme  of  palaces:  the 
Hate  of  traffique  great  and  rich :   the  cuftomes,  notwith- 
ilapcjing  thefe  warres  and  interruptions  not  fallen :    iyia- 
nie  profitable  trades,  manie  honourable  difcoveries:  and 
laflly  to  make  an  end,  where  no  end  is \  the  fhipping  of 
this  realme  foe  advanced  and  made  foe  mighty  and  po- 
tent, as  this  Iland  is  become  (as  the  natural  fite  thereof 
deferved)  the  Ladie  of  the  Sea;  a  point  of  foe  high  con- 
fequence,  as  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  the  commaunde- 
ment  of  th?  fea  is  an  abridgement  or  a  quinteflence  of 
an  uniyerfal  monarchy. 

This,  and  much  more  hath  fhee  merited  of  her  fub- 
jedts :  now  to  fet  forth  the  merit  of  her  neyghbours  and 
the  States  about  her.  It  femeth  the  things  have  made 
themfelves  purveyors  of  continual  newe  and  noble  occa- 
sions for  her  to  fhewe  thejn  benignitie,  apd  that  the  fyers 
,of  trobles  abrpde  have  bene  ordayned  to  be  as  lights  and  ta- 
pers to  make  her  vertew  a,nd  magnanimitie  more  appa- 
rent. For  when  that  one,  ftranger  borne,  the  familje 
of  Guife,  being  as  a  haftie  weed  fprung  up  in  a  night, 
had  fpred  itfelf  to  a  greatnes,  not  civil  but  feditious ;  a 
greatnes,  not  of  encounter  of  the  auncyent  nobilitie,  not 
of  preheminencie  in  the  favor  of  Kings,  and  not  remifle 
of  affayres  from  Kings  3  but  a  greatnes  of  innovation  in 
ftate,  of  ufurpations  of  authoritye,  of  affedting  of 
crownes,  and  that  accordingly  under  colour  of  confangui- 

.fiiue  and  religion:  -they  had  thought  French  forces  into 
Scotland,  in  the  abfence  of  their  King  and  Queen  being 
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within  their  ufurped  tutele :  and  that  the  auncienf  nofcili- 
tie  of  this  realme,  feeing  the  imminent  danger  of  reducing^ 
that  kingdom  under  the  tyranny  of  foreiners  and  their  facti- 
on,, had  according  to  the  good  intelligence  betwixt  the  two 
Crpwnes  prayed  her  neyghbourly  fuccours:  fhee  under- 
tooke  the  adtion,  expelled  the  ftrangers,  reftored  the  no- 
bilitie  to  their  degree;  and  lefte  anie  man  fhould'  think 
her  intent  was  to  unneftle  ill  neyghbburs,  and  not  toaydc 
good  neyghbours,  or  that  fhee  was  readier  to  reft  ore 
what  was  invaded  by  others  than  to  render  what  was  in 
herowne  hands:  fee  if  the  tyme  provided  not  a  newe 
occafion  afterwards,  when  through  their  owne  divifions 
(without  the  intermife  of  ftrangers)  her  forces  were  a- 
gayne  fought  and  required ;  fhee  forfooke  them  not,  pre- 
vayled  fo  farre  as  to  be  poffefTed  of  the  caftell  of  Eden- 
borough  :  the  principal  ftrength  of  that  kingdome,  with 
peace,  incontinently,  without  cundtations  or  cavillations 
(the  preambles  of  a  wavering  fayth)  fhee  rendered  with 
all  honour  and  fecuritie;  and  his  perfon  to  fafe  and 
faytheful  hands ;  and  foe  ever  after  during  his  minoritie 
continewed  his  principal  gardein  and  protedlour.  In  the 
time  and  betweene  the  two  occafions  of  Scotland,  when 
the  fame  fadtfon  of  Guife,  covered  ftili  with  pretence  of 
religion,  and  ftrengthened  by  the  delire  of  retaining  go- 
vernment in  the  $>ueen  Mother  of  France,  had  raifed  and 
moved  civil  warres  in  that  kingdome,  only  to  extirpate 
the  auncient  nobilitie,  by  fhocking  them  one  againft  an- 
other, and  to  wafte  that  realme  as  a  candel  which  »- 
lighted  at  both  ends:  and  that  thofe  of  the  religion,  be— 
ing  neare  of  the  blood  royal*  and  otherwife  of  the  great — 
eft  howfe  in  France,    and  great  officers  of  the  crownc 
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cppofed  themfelves  only  againft  their  infolencie,  and  to 
-their  fupports  called  in  her  ayde,  giving  unto  them  New- 
Jbaven  for  a  place  of  fecuritie:    fee  with  what  alacritie 
in  tender  regard  towards  the  fortune  of  that  young  King* 
•whofe  name  was  ufed  to  the  fuppliants  of  his  ftrength, 
fhee  embraced  the  enterprife ;    and  by  their  fupport  and 
reputation  the  fame  partie  fodainlie  made  great  proceed- 
ings, and  in  conclufion  made  their  peace  as  they  would 
themfelves:   and  although  they  joined  themfelves  againft 
lier,  and  performed  the  parts  rather  of  good  patriots  than 
of  good  confederates,   and  that  after  great  demonftration 
of  valour  in  her  fubjedts.     For  as  the  Frenche  will  to    - 
this  day  report,  fpecially  by  the  great  mortalitie  by  the 
fcande   of  God,    and  the  rather  becaufe   it  is  knowen 
fhee  did  never  much  aflfedte  the  holdeing  of  thattowne 
to  her  owne  ufej    it  was  lefte,    and  her  forces  with- 
drawen,  yet  did  that  nothing  diminifh  her  merite  of  the 
Crowne,    and  namely  of  that  partye  who  recovered  by 
k  fuch  ftrength  as  by  that  and  no  other  thing  they  fuh- 
lifted  longe  after:  and  lefte  that anie  fhould  finifterly  and 
maliciouflye  interpret  that  fhee  did  noryfhe  thofe  divifi- 
ons ;  who  knoweth  not  what  fay thful  advice,   continual 
andearneft  follicitation  fhee  ufed  by  her  EmbafTadors  and 
Minifters  to  the  French  Kings  fucceflively,  and  to  ther 
Mother,  to  move  them  to  kepe  their  edidts  of  pacification, 
to  retaine  their  owne  authoritye  and  greatnes  by  the  union 
of  her  fubjedts?  Which  Counfel,  if  it  had  bene  as  happily 
followed,  as  it  was  prudently  and  fincerely  given;  France  at 
at  this  daye  had  bene  a  moft  florifhing  kingdome,  which 
nowe  is  a  theatre  of  miferye.  And  nowe  at  laft,  when  the 
faid  howfe  of  Guifer  being  one  of  the  whippes  of  God1# 
whereof  themfelves  are  but  the  cordes,  and  Spayne  the: 

Hockey 


i+6         Some  State  Papers  of  the 

(locke,  had  by  their  infinite  afpyring  pradtifes  wrought  tb& 
.miracle  of  States,  to  make  a  Kinge  in  pofleffion  longe  efbu> 
blifhed  to  plaie  againe  for  his  Crown,  without  anie  tytle 
of  a  Competitour,  without  anie  invafion  of  a  foreine  Ene^ 
mye ,  yea,  without  anie  combination  in  fubftance  of  a 
blood  royal  or  Nobilitie :  but  only  by  furring  in  auda- 
cious perfons  into  fondry  government,  and  by  making 
the  populace  of  townes  drunke  with  {editions  preachers: 
and  that  King  Henry  the  third,  awaked  by  thofe  preffing 
dangers,  was  compelled  to  execute  the  Duke  of  Guiji 
without  ceremony;  and  yet  neverthekfs,  found  the  de* 
fpayre  of  foe  manie  perfons  embarked  and  engaged  m, 
that  confpiracye,  foe  violent,  as  the  flame  thereby  wis 
little  afTwaged;  foe  that  he  was  inforced  to  implore  her 
aydes  and  fuccors :  confider,  howe  benigne  care  and  good 
correfpondence  fhee  gave  to  die  diftrefled  requefts  of 
ihftt  King;  and  he  foone  after  being  by  the  facrilegkms 
tiand  of  a  wretched  Jacobyn  lifted  up  againfl:  the  fa- 
cred  .perfon  of  his  natural  foveraigne  taken  awaie,  not 
wherein  the  criminous  blood  of  Guife>  but  the  innoocnt 
Mood  which  he  hath  often  fpHled  by  inftigation  of  him 
and  his  houfe  was  revenged,  and  that  this  worthy  Gen- 
tleman who  nowe  reigneth  come  to  the  Crowne ;  tt 
will  not  be  forgotten  by  foe  gratefol  a  King,  nor  by  16 
obferving  an  Age,  howe  ready,  howe  opportune  and  rea- 
fonrfble,  liowe  royal  and  fufficient  her  foccors  were, 
whereby  fliee  enlarged  him  at  that  tyme,  and  preferred 
him  to  his  better  fortune:  and  ever  fince  in  thofe  tedi- 
ous warres  wherein  he  hath  to  doe  with  a  Hydra,  or  a 
monfter  with  many  heads,  fliee  hath  fupported  him. 
with  trcafure,  with  forces,  and  with  imploymcnt  of  one 
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that  <he  favoreth  mod.  What  (hall  I  fpeak  of  the  of- 
fering of  Don  Anthonye  to  his  fortune ;  a  devoted  Co- 
tholick,  only  commended  unto  her  by  his  oppreflcd 
ftate  ?  What  (hall  I  fayc  of  the  great  ftorme  of  a  myghtie 
invafion,  not  of  preparation,  bat  in  a&e  by  the  Turle 
upon  the  King  of  Poland,  lately  diflipated  only  by  the 
beanies  of  her  reputation :  which  with  the  Grand  Signer 
i»  greater  than  that  of  all  the  flates  of  Europe  put  toge. 
ther  ?  But  let  me  reft  upon  the  honorable  and  continual  ayde 
and  reliefe  {he  hath  gotten  to  the  diffcrefied  and  dcfolate 
people  of  the  Lowe  Countries  \  a  people  recommended  unto 
her  by  auncient  confederacye  and  day  lye  entercourfe,  by 
their  caufe  foe  innocent,  and  their  fortune  foe  lamenta- 
ble. And  yet  notwithftanding,  to  keepe  the  conform** 
tie  of  her  owne  proceding  never  fiayned  with  the  tea/t 
sate  of  ambition  or  malice,  fliee  refufed  the  foveraiutie  of 
dyvers  of  thofe  goodly  provinces  ofFred  unto  her  with 
greate  inftance,  to  have  bene  accepted  with  great  con- 
tentment both  of  her  owne  people  and  others,  and  juftly 
to  be  derived  either  in  refpedl  of  the  hoftilitie  ofSpapie, 
or  in  refpc£t  of  the  conditions,  liberties  and  privileges 
s£  Aofc  fubjeds,  and  without  charge  danger  and  offence. 
to  the  King  of  Spayne  and  his  partifans.  Shee  hath  ta- 
Jcen  upon  her  their  defence  and  protection  without  anie 
further  avayle  or  profit  unto  her  felfe  than  the  honor  and 
merits  of  her  benignitie  to  the  people  that  hath  bene  pur- 
iued  by  their  natural  Kinge  only  upon  paffion  and 
wrath,  in  fuch  forte  that  he  doth  confume  his  meanes . 
upon  revenge.  And,  having  to  verifie  that  whiGhl  faid^ 
that  her  merite9  have  extended  to  her  greateft  enemies; 
Jet  it  be  remembred  what  hath  paflfed  in  that  matter  be- 
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tweene  the  King  of  Spayne  and  her:  ho  we  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  trobles  there,  fhee  gave  and  imparted  to  him 
faythful  and  friendly  advice  touching  the  courfe  that  was 
to  be  taken  for  quieting  and  appealing  of  .them.  Then 
fhee  interpofed  her  felfe  to  moil  jufl  and  reafonable  ca- 
•  pitulations,  wherein  alwayes  fhould  have  bene  preferred 
unto  him  as  ample  intereft  jurifdidlion  and  fuperioritie 
inthofe  countries  as  he  in  right  could  claime,  or  a  Prince 
well  minded  would  feeke  to  have:  and  (which  is  the  greatest 
point)  fhee  did  by  her  advice,  credit  and  policy,   and 
all  good  meanes,  interrupt  and  appeache,  that  the  fame 
people  by  defpaire  fhould  not  utterly  alien  and  diftradte 
themfclves  from  the  obedience  of  the  King  of  Spayne, 
and  caft  themfelves  into  the  tfrmes  of  a  ftranger:  info-* 
much,  that  it  is  mod  true,   that  fhee  did  ever  perfuade 
the  Duke  of  Anjou  from  that  adtion,   notwithftanding 
the  afFe&ion  fhee  bare  to  that  Duke,    and  the  obftinacy 
which  fhee  fawe  daylye  growing  in  the  King  of  Spayne. 
Laftly,    to  touch  the  mightie  general   merite   of  this 
Queene,  beare  in  minde,    that  her  benignitie  and  benefi- 
cence hath  bene  as  large  as  tl  :  oppreflion  and  ambiti 
of  Spayne:    For  to  beginne  with  the  Church  of  Rome} 
that  pretended  apoftolick  See  is  become  but  a  donatio 
cell  of  the  King  of  Spayne ;    the  Vicar  of  Cbrifi  is 
come  the  Kinge  of  Spayne' s  Chaplen ;  he  parteth  the 
ming  in  of  the  newe  Pope,  for  the  treafure  of  the  olde 
Jie  was  wont  to  exclude  but  fome  two  or  three  Caidi- — - 
nals,  and  to  leave  the  election  of  the  reft:  but  nowe 
doth  include,  and  prefent  directly  fome  fmall  number-S^ — T' 
all  incapable  and  incompatible  with  the  Conclave,  inil  ij      1 
only  for  colour,  except  one  or  two :  The  States  oiltalyf^^* 
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*hey  be  like  little  quillets  of  Freehold  being  intermixt 
in  the  midft  of  a  great  Honour  or  Lordfhip :  France  is 
turned  upfide  downe,  the  fubjedt  againft  the  Kinge,  cut 
and  mangled  infinitely ,    a  countrey  of  Rodamonts  and 
Royteletsy   farmers  of  the  wayes:    Portugal  ufurped  by 
no  other  tytle  than  flrength  and  vicinitie:    The  Lowe 
Countries  warred  upon  becaufe  he  feeketh,  not  to  poflefle 
them,   for  they  were  poflefled  by  him  before,    but  to 
plant  there  an  abfolute  and  martial  government,  and  to 
fopprefle  their  liberties:  The  like  at  this  daye  attempted 
upon  Arragon:  The  poore  Indies,  whereas  the  Chrijlian 
religion  generally  brought  infranchifement  of  flaves  in  all 
places  where  it  came,    in  a  contrary  courfe  are  brought 
from  Freemen  to  be  flaves,  and  flaves  of  moft  miferable 
condition:  Sondrye  traines  and  pradtyfes  of  this  King's 
ambition  in  Germanye,    Denmarke,  Scotlande,  the  Eaft 
townes,  arc  not  unknowen.     Then  it  is  her  government, 
and  her  governement  alone,   that  hath  bene  the  fkoncc 
and  forte  of  all  Europe,  which  hath  lette  this  prowde 
nation  from  overrunning  all.     If  any  ftate  be  yet  free 
from  his  factions  eredted  in  the  bowels  thereof;  if  there 
be  anie  ftate  wherein  this  fadtion  is  eredted,   that  is  not 
yet  fyred  with  civil  trobles ;  if  there  be  anie  State  under 
his  protection  upon  whom  he  ufurpeth  not ;    if  there  be 
anie  fubjedt  to  him  that  enjoyeth  moderate  libertie  upon 
whom  he  tyrannifeth  not :  let  them  all  knowe,   it  is  by 
die  mercie  of  this  renowned  Queene,    that  flandeth  be- 
tweene  them  and  their  misfortunes.     Thefe  be  fome  of 
the  beames  of  noble  and  radiant  magnanimitie,  in  con- 
tempt of  peryl  which  fo  manifeftly,  in  contempt  of  profit 
which  fo  many  admire,  and  in  merite  of  the  worldc  which 
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Of  her  hearc;  Ambroficeque  coma  divinum  vert  ice  odo- 
rem 
Spiravere. 

If  this  be  prefumption,  ltft  him  beare  the  blame  thit 
oweth  the  verfes.  What  fhall  I  fpeake  of  her  rare  qua* 
lities  of  compliment ;  which  as  they  be  excellent  in  the 
things  themfelves,  fo  they  have  alwayes  befides  fomewhat 
-of  a  Queen :  and  as  Queenes  ufe  fhadowes  and  vailes 
with  their  rych  apparel;  methinke  in  all  her  qualities 
ther  is  fomewhat  that  flyeth  from  often tation,  and  yet 
vinviteth  the  minde  to  contemplate  her  more  ? 

What  fhould  I  fpeake  of  her  excellent  gifte  of  fpeache,  A  fermone. 
being  a  chara&er  of  the  greatnes  of  her  conceyte,  the 
liighte  of  her  degree,   and  the  fweetnefs  of  her  nature  ? 
AVhat  life,  what  edge  is  ther  in  thofe  wordes  arid  glances 
wherewith  at  pleafure  (he  canine  give  a  man  long  to 
thinke ;   be  yt  that  fhee  meane  to  daunte  him,    to  crr- 
oorage  him,   or  to  amaze  him !    How  admirable  is  her 
difcourfe,    whether  yt  be  in  learning,  ftate,   or  love? 
What  varietieof  knowlege;    what  rarenes  of  conceyte* 
what  choice  of  wordes ;  what  grace  of  utterance  I  Doth 
It  not  appeare,    that  though  her  wit  be  as  the  adamant 
of  excellencyes,  which  draweth  out  of  anie  booke  aunci* 
ent  or  newe,   out  of  any  writing  or  fpeache,  the  beft : 
yet  fhee  refineth  it,  fhee  enricheth  it  far  above  the  value 
wherein  it  is  received.    And  is  her  fpeache  only  that  lan- 
guage which  the  childe  learneth  with  pleafure,  and  not 
thofe  which  the  ftudious  learne  with  induftrye  ?  hath 
(hee  not  attayned,  befide  her  rare  eloquence  in  her  ownc 
language,    infinitely   polifhed  fince   her  happy  times, 
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changes  of  her  languages  both  learned  and  moderne:  fo 
that  fhee  is  able  to  negotiate  with  diverfe  Ambafladors  in 
their  owne  languages;  and  that  with  no  difadvantage 
unto  them,  who  I  think  cannot  but  have  a  great  parte 
of  their  wittes  diftra&ed  from  their  matters  in  hand  to 
the  contemplation  and  admiration  of  fiich  perfe&ions. 
What  fhould  I  wander  on  to  fpeake  of  the  excellencies  of 
her  nature,  which  cannot  endure  to  be  looked  on  with  a 
difcontented  eye :  of  the  conftancye  of  her  favors,  which 
maketh  fervice  as  a  jorney  by  land,  whereas  the  fervice 
of  other  princes  is  like  an  embarking  by  fea:  for  her 
royal  wyfdome  and  policie  of  government,  he  that  fhall 
note  and  obferve  the  prudent  temper  fhee  ufeth  in  ad- 
mitting accefle;  of  the  one  fide  maintayning  the  majcftle 
of  her  degree,  and  on  the  other  fide  not  prejudicing  her 
felfe  by  looking  to  her  eftate  through  too  fewe  windows: 
her  exquifite  judgment  in  choofing  and  finding  good  fer- 
vants  (a  point  beyond  the  former)-  her  profound  difcrc- 
tion  in  affigning  and  appropriating  every  of  them  to 
their  apteft  employment :  her  penetrating  fight  in  difco- 
wring  every  man's  ends  and  drifts :  her  wonderful  arte  fn 
keeping  fervants  in  fatisfadtion  and  yet  in  appetite :  Ber 
inventing  wit  in  contriving  plots  and  overturnes:  her  ex- 
ad  caution  in  cenfuring  the  propofitions  of  others  foi 
her  fervice:  her  forefeing  events;  herufageof  occafions 
he  that  fhali  confyder  of  thefe,  and  other  things  thai 
xnaye  not  well  be  touched,  as  he  fhall  never  ceafe  to  won 
dcr  at  fuch  a  Queene,  foe  he  fhall  wonder  the  lefs,  tha 
in  foe  dangerous  times  when  wyttes  are  foe  cunning,  hu 
mors  extravagant,  paffions  foe  violent,  the  corruptions 
foe  great,  the  diflimulations  foe  deepe,  fadlions  foe  ma- 
nic; 
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nic:    Shcc  hath  notwithftanding  done  fuch  greate  things, 
and  rayned  in  felicitie. 

To  fpeake  of  her  fortune,    that  which  I  did  referve  A  fortuni. 

for  a  garlande  of  her  honour ;    and  that  is  that  (hee  li- 
veth  a  virgin,  and  hath  noe  children:  Soe  it  is  that  which 
maketh  all  her  other  vermes  and  ads  more  facred,  more 
auguft,   more  divine.     Let  them  leave  children,    that 
leave  no  other  memorie  in  their  times :  Brutorum  ater- 
nit  as,  foboles.  Revolve  in  hiftories  the  memories  of  happy 
men,  and  you  {hall  not  finde  anie  of  rare  felicitie,  but  ei- 
ther he  dyed  childelefs,  or  his  lyne  fpent  foone  after  his 
death;  or  elfe  was  unfortunate  in  his  Children.  Should  a 
man  have  them  to  be  flayne  by  his  vaffalles,  as  the  pojthu- 
mus  of  Alexander  the  great  was  ?    or  to  call  them  his 
impoftors,  as  Auguftus  Cafar  called  his?    Perufe  the  ca- 
talogue:  Cornelius  Sylla,  Julius  Cafar>  Flavins  Vejpa- 
fianus,  SeveruSj  Conjlantinus  the  great,  and  manie  moc 
Generare  Gf  liberty   humana  :    Creare  &  opera,  divina* 
And  therefore,  this  objection  removed;  let  us  proceed  to 
take  a  view  of  her  felicitie. 

A  mate  of  fortune  fhee  never  tooke:  only  fomc  advcr-  a  felicitate, 
fitic  (hee  pafled  at  the  firft,  to  give  her  a  quicker  fenle 
of  the  profperitie  that  (houlde  followe,  and  to  make, 
her  more  repofed  in  the  divine  providence.  Well,  fliee 
cometh  to  the  Crowne :  It  was  noe  fmall  fortune  to  finde 
at  her  entrance  fbme  fuch  fervants  and  Counfellors  as 
fhec  then  found1.  The  Frenche  Kinge,  who  at  this  time 
by  reafon  of  the  peace  concluded  with  Spayne,  and  of 
the  intereft  he  had  in  Scotland,  mought  have  proved  a. 
dangerous  neyghbour:  by  howe  flrange  an  accident 
was  he  taken  away?  The  Kinge  of  Spay  tu;  who,  if  he 

would 
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would  have  enclyned  to  reduce  the  Lowe  Countries  by 
lenitie,    confydering   the   goodly   revenewes  which  he 
drewefrom  thofe  Countries,  the  great  commoditye  to  an- 
aoye  her  ftate  from  thence,  might  have  made  mightye 
and  perilous  matches  againfl  her  repofe;  putteth  on  a 
refoiutioa  not  only  to  ufe  the  meanes  of  thofe  Countries  - 
but  to  fpend  and  confume  all  his  other  meanes,  the  trea- 
fure  of  his  Indies^  and  the  forces  of  his  ill  compadfeed' 
dominions  there  and  upon  them.     The  Carles  that  re* 
belled  in  the  Northe,  before  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  plor 
( which  indeed  was  the  ftrength  and  feal  of  that  commo- 
tion) was  fully  rype,    brake  forth  and  prevented  their 
time.     The  Kinge,  Sebafti an  of  Portugale,   whome  the 
Kinge  of  Spay ne  would  faine  have  perfuaded  that  it  war 
a  devouter  enterprife  to  purge  Cbrijiendome  than  to  en- 
large it  (though  I  knowe  fome  thinke  that  he  did  arti- 
ficially nourifhe  him  in  that  voyage)  is  cut  a  pieces  with 
his  armie  in  Africa :    Then  hath  the  Kinge  of  Spayne 
worke  cut  out  to  make  all  things  in  redines  during  the 
old  Cardinal's  time  for  the  conqueft  of  Portuga/e-,  where-; 
by  his  defyer  of  invading  of  England  was  flakened  and 
put  off  fome  yeares,  and  by  that  meanes  was  put  in  ex- 
ecution at  a  time  for  fome  refpedts  much  more  to  his 
difadvantage :  And  the  fame  invafion,    like  and  as  if  it  _ 
had  bene  attempted  before,  it  had  the  time  much  more 
proper  and  favorable ;  foe  likewife,   had  it  in  trew  dif- 
courfc  a  better  feafon  afterwards:  for,  if  it  had  benedif* 
folved  till  time  that  the  League  had  bene  better  con- 
firmed in  France  ;  which  noe  doubt  would  have  bene,  if— 
the  Duke  of  Guife,  who  was  the  only  man  of  worth  on 
that  fide,  had  lived*    and  the  French  Kinge  durft  never 
*  have 
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have  layed  hand  upon  him,    had  he  not  bene  animated 
hy  the  Inglijhe  vi&orye  againft  the  Spaniards  precedent. 
And  then,  if  fome  maritime  townehad  bene  gotten  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  League y  it  had  bene  a  great  furetye 
and  ftrengthe  to  the  enterprife.     The  Popes,  to  confider 
of  them  whofe  courfe  and  policie  it  had  bene  (knowing 
lier  Majcftie's  natural  clemencye)  to  have  temporized  and 
difpcnfed    with   the  Papifts  coming   to  Church,    that 
through  the  mafke  of  their  hypocrifie  they  mought  have 
bene  brought  into  places  of  government  in  the  ftate  and 
in  the  Countrye :  thefe,  contrary  wife,  by  the  inftigatioft 
of  fome  fugitive  fcholars  that  advifed  them,  not  that  was 
beft  for  the  fee  of  Rome,  but  what  agreed  beft  with  their 
iegar  humours  and  defperate  ftates ;    difcover  and  declare 
themfelves  foe  farre  by  fending  moft  Seminaries,   antf 
taking  of  reconcilements,   as  there  is  nowe  feveritic  of 
lawes  entroduced  for  the  reprefiing  of  that  forte,    and 
men   of  that  religion  are  become  the  fufpedte.     What 
{hould  I  fpeake  of  foe  manie  confpiracies  miraculoufly 
detected  ?  The  records  fhew  the  treafons:  but  it  is  yet  hid- 
den in  manie  of  them  howe  they  came  to  light.     What 
fliould  I  fpeake  of  the  oportune  death  of  her  enemies  ? 
and  the  wicked  inftruments  towards   her  eftate  ?    Don 
Juan  dyed  not  amifle:  Darleigh,  Duke  of  Lenox  who* 
was  ufed  as  an  inftrument  to  divorce  Scotland  from  the 
amy  tie  of  England,   dyed  in  no  ill  feafon :  a  man  with- 
drawen  indeed  at  that  time  to  Prance  \   but  not  without 
great  helpe.     I  maye  not  mention  the  death  of  fome  that 
ocfrarrre  to  minde :    but  ftill  methinke,  they  live  that 
fhould  live,  and  they  dye  that  (hould  dye.     I  would  ndt 
have  the  Kinge  of  Spaynt  dye  yet:  he  \sfeges gloria f: 

but 


256  Letters  of  the  Lord 

but  when  he  groweth  dangerous,  or  anie  other  befides 
him;  I  am  perfuaded  they  will  dye.  What  fhould  I 
fpeake  of  the  fortunes  of  her  armies,  which  notwith- 
ftanding  the  inward  peace  of  this  nation,  were  never 
more  renowned?  What  fhould  I  recount  Leith  and  New- 
haven  for  the  honorable  fkirmifhes  and  fervices  ?  They 
are  noe  blemifh  at  all  to  the  Militia  of  England. 

In  the  Lowe  Countries ;  the  Lammas  daie,  the  re- 
trains of  Gxinte,  the  daye  of  Zatphen,  and  the  profpe- 
rous  progreffe  of  this  fommer:  the  Bravado  in  Portugale, 
and  the  honourable  exploits  in  the  ayde  of  the"  Frencbe 
Kinge,  befides  the  memorable  voyages  in  the  Indies ; 
and  laflly,  the  good  entertaynment  of  the  invincible  Na- 
vy ;  which  was  chafed  till  the  chafers  were  wearye,  after 
.infinite  lofle,  without  taking  a  Cockboate,  without  fy- 
ring  a  fhepecoat,  fayled  on  the  mercyes  of  the  winde, 
>and  the  difcretion  of  their  adventures,  making  a  peram- 
bulation or  pilgrimage  about  the  Northern  feas,  and  ig- 
nobling  manie  fhores  and  points  of  land  by  fhipwreck: 
and  foe  returned  home  with  fkorne  and  difhonour,  much 
greater  than  the  terrour  and  expe&ation  of  their  fetting 
forth. 

Thefe  vertewes  and  perfe&ions,  with  foe  greate  felici- 
tie,  have  made  her  the  honour  of  her  tymes,  the  admi- 
ration of  the  worlde,  the  fuite  and  afpyring  of  greateft 
Kings  and  Princes,  who  yet  durfl  never  have  afpyred 
unto  her,  but  as  their  mindes  were  rayfed  by  Love, 

But  why  doe  I  forget,  that  wordes  doe  extenuate  and 

cmbafe  matters  of  foe  great  wayghte.     Tyme  is  her  beft 

commender,    which  never  brought  forth  fuch  a  Prince 

whofe  imperial  vertewes  contend  with  the  excellencie  of 

3  her 
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ihut,  prefented  himfelf  and  kneeled  down  at  the  bord's 
end,  and  fo  continued  till  he  was  licenfed  to  (land  up. 

The  Names  of  the  Commissioners. 

Lord  Archbifhop, 
Lord  Keeper,  &c. 

A  Declaration  *W  T  was  opened,  that  her  Majeftie#  being  imperial,  and 
%'lrQMding.  A  immediate  under  God,  was  not  holden  to  render  ac- 
count of  her  adtions  to  any*  howbeit,  becaufe  fhe  had 
chofen  ever  to  governe,  as  well  with  fatisfadlion  as  with 
foveraignty;  and  the  rather,  to  command  down  the 
windes  of  malicious  and  feditious  rumors  wherewith 
mens  conceits  maie  have  been  tofled  to  and  fro,  fhe  was 
pleafed  to  call  the  World  to  an  underftanding  of  her 
princely  courfe  held  towards  the  Earle  of  Effex>  as  well 
in  herebefore  protracting  as  in  now  proceeding. 

The  Earle  repairing  from  his  government  into  this 
realme  in  Auguji  laft,  contrary  to  her  Majefty*s  exprefe 
and  moft  judicial  commandment,  though  the  contempt 
were  in  that  point  vifible>  and  her  Majefty's  mind  pre- 
pared to  a  juft  and  high  difpleafure,  in  regard  of  that 
realme  of  Ireland  fet  at  hazard  by  his  former  difot 
dience  to  her  royal  dire&ions,  yet  kept  that  ftay,  as  fli^^- 
commanded  my  Lord  only  to  his  chamber  in  court,  un- 
til his  allegations  might  by  her  Privy-Council  be  quefti 

oned  and  heard  \    which  account  taken,   and  my  Lord'^ 
anfwers  appearing  to  be  of  no  defence,    that  fhadow  o£^ 
defence  which  was  offered  confifled  of  two  parts>  th& 
one  his  owne  conceit  of  fome  likelyhood  of  good  effcds 
to  enfue  of  the  courfe  helc^  the  other  a  vehement  and 

over- 
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over-ruling  perfwafion  of  the  Council  there  (though  he 
were   indeed  as  abfolutely    freed  from  opinion  of  the 
Council  of  .Ireland,    as  he  was  abfolutely  tied   to  her 
Majefty's  truft  and  inftrudtions.)    Neverthelefs  her  Maje- 
ftie not  unwilling  to  admit  any  extenuation  of  his  offence  5 
and  confidering  the  one  point  required  advertizement 
out  of  Ireland,   and  the  other  further   expectation  of 
the  event  and  fequel  of  the  affaires  there  (and  fo  both 
points  afked  time  and  protradlion ;)  her  Majeftie  pro- 
ceeded ftill  with  refervation,    not  to  anie  reftraint  <rf 
my  Lord  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his  of- 
ience,  but  to  a  commitment  of  him,  fub  libera  cujlodia, 
in  the  Lord  Keeper's  houfe. 

After,  when  both  partes  of  this  difference  plainly 
failed  my  Lord,  yea  and  proved  utterly  adverfe  to  him 
(for  the  Council  of  Ireland  in  plaine  termes  difavowed 
all  thofe  his  proceedings,  and  the  event  made  a  mifera- 
blc  interpretation  of  them,)  then  her  Majeftie  began  to 
behold  the  offence  in  nature  and  likenefs,  as  it  was  de- 
vefted  from  any  palliation  or  cover,  and  in  the  true  pro- 
portion and  magnitude  thereof,  importing  the  peril  of  a. 
Kingdom ;  which  confideration  wrought  in  her  Majeftie 
a  ftrange  effedt  (if  any  thing  which  is  heroical  in  vertue 
can  be  ftrange  in  her  nature)  for  when  offence  was 
grown  unmeafurably  offenfive,  then  did  grace  fupera. 
bound;  and  in  the  heat  of  all  the  ill  news  out  of  Ire- 
land, and  other  advertizements  thence  to  my  Lord's  dis- 
advantage, her  Majeftie  entred  into  a  refolution,.  out  of 
her  felf  and  her  infcrutable  goodnefs,  not  to  overthrow 
my  Lord's  fortune  irreparably,  by  publique  and  propor- 
tionable juftice:  Notwithftanding,  inaixnuchas  about  that 

LI  2  time 
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time  there  did  fly  about  in  London  ftreets  and  theatres  dp- 
vers  feditious  libels;  and  Powles  and  Ordinaries  were  full 
of  bold  and  faftious  difcourfes,  whereby  not  onely  many 
of  her  Majefty's  faithful  and  zealous  Counfellors  and  fer- 
vants  were  taxed>  but  withal  the  hard  eftate  of  Ireland 
was  imputed  to  any  thing  rather  then  unto  the  true  caufe 
(the  Earl's  defaults)  though  this  might  have  made  any 
Prince  on  earth  to  lay  afide  ftraightways  the  former  re>- 
folution  taken,    yet  her  Majeftie  in  her  moderation  per- 
fifted  in  her  courfe  of  clemencie,  and  bethought  her  fekf 
of  a  meane  to  right  her  own  honour,   and  yet  fpare  the 
Earle's  mine;   and  therefore  taking  a  juft  and  moft  ne- 
ceflary  occafion  upon  thefe  libels,    of  an  admonition  to 
be  given  feafonably,    and  as  is  oft  accuftomed;  the  laft 
Star-Chamber  day  of  Micbaelmaittrmc  was  pleafed,  that 
declaration  ftiould  be  made,  by  way  of  teftimonie,  of" 
all  her  honourable  Privy-Council  of  her  Majefty's  infe- 
nite  care,   royal  provifions,    and  prudent  directions  fo 
the  profecutions  in  Ireland,   wherein  the  Earles 
(by  which  meanes  foe  great  care  and  chardge  was  fhi- 
ftrated)  were  incidently  touched. 

But  as  in  bodies  very  corrupt,  the  medicine  rather  ftfc 


reth  and  exafperateth  the  humor  than  purgeth  it,  foe  fo 
turbulent  fpirits  laid  hold  of  this  proceeding  in  foe  ficr 


gular  partialitie  towards  my  Lord,  as  if  it  had  been 
his  difadvantage,  and  gave  out  that  this  was  to  condei^cr=3n 
a  man  unheard,  and  to  wound  him  on  his  back,  andL         to 
leave  juftice  her    fword,  and  take  away  her  ballai*«z=* 
which  confifted  of  an  accufation  and  a  defence,  and  fr»«: — h 
other  feditious  phrafesj    whereupon  her  Majeftie  &&ir*g 
her  fclfe  imerefted  in   honour,    which  foe  hath  ever       J 
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fought  to  preferve  as  her  eye,  cleere  and  without  mote, 
was  inforced  to  refolve  of  a  judicial  hearing  of  the  caufe, 
"which  was  accordingly  appointed  in  the  end  of  Hilary 
terme.     At   the  which   time  warning   being  given   to 
my  Lord  to  prepare  himlelf,  he  falling  as  it  feemed  in  a  m 
deep  consideration  of  his  eftate,  made  unto  her  Majeftie 
by  letter  an  humble  and  effe&ual  fubmifiion,  befeech- 
ing  her  that,  that  bitter  cup  of  juftice  mought  pafs  from 
liim  (for  thofewere  his  wordes;)  which  wrought  fuch  an 
impreflion  in  her  Majefty's  mind,    that  it  not  only  re- 
rived  in  her  her  former  refolution  to  forbear  any  pub- 
lique  hearing,  but  it  fetched  this  vertue  out  of  mercy 
by  the  only  touch,   as  few  days  after  my  Lord  was  re- 
moved to  further  liberty  in  his  own  houfe,  her  Majeftie 
hoping  that  thefe  bruits  and  malicious  imputations  would 
of  themfelves  wax  old  and  vanifh;   but  finding  it  other- 
wife  in  proofe,  upon  tafte  taken  by  fome  intermifiion  of 
time,  and  efpecially  beholding  the  humor  of  the  time  in 
a  letter  prefumed  to  be  written  to  her  Majeftie  her  felf 
by  a  Ladyy  to  whom  though  neareft  in  blood  to  my 
Lord,   it  appertained  little  to  intermeddle  in  matters  of 
this  nature,  otherwife  then  in  courfe  of  humility  to  have 
follicited  her  grace  and  mercy;    in  which  letter,    in  a: 
certain  violent  and  mineral  fpirit  of  bitternels,  remorr- 
ftrance  and  reprefentation  is  made  to  her  Majeftie,  as  if 
my  Lord  fuffered  under  paffion  and  fa&ion,  and  not  un- 
der juftice  mixed  with  mercy :    which  letter,   though 
written  to  her  lacred  Majieftie,  and  therefore  unlit  to  pals 
in  vulgar  hands,    yet  was  lirft  divulged  by  copies  every 
where  (that  being  as  it  feemeth  the  neweft  and  lineft 
forme  of  libelling)  and  fince  committed  to  the  prefs, 

her 
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her  Majeftic  in  her  wifdom  feeing  manifeftly  thefc  ru-* 
mors  thus  nourifhed  had  got  too  great  a  head  to  be  re- 
preffed  without  fome  hearing  of  the  caufe,  and  calling 
my  Lord  to  anfwer.  And  yet  on  the  other  fide  being 
Ml  informed  touching  my  Lord  himfelf,  of  his  conti- 
nuance of  penitence  and  fubmiffion,  did  in  conclufion 
refolve  to  ufe  juftice,  but  with  the  edge  and  point  ta^ 
ken  off  and  rebated  ;  for  whereas  nothing  leaveth  that 
teint  upon  honor  (which  in  a  perfon  of  my  Lord's  con- 
dition is  hardlieft  repaired)  in  queftion  of  juftice,  as  to  be 
called  to  the  ordinary  and  open  place  of  offenders  and 
criminals,  her  Majeftie  had  ordered  that  the  hearing 
fhould  be  intra  domefiicos  parietesy  and  not  luce  forenji. 
And  whereas  again  in  the  Star-Chamber  there  be  cer- 
taine  formalities  (not  fit  in  regard  of  example  to  be  di£ 
penfed  with)  which  would  ftrike  deeper  both  into  my 
Lord's  fortune  and  reputation ;  as  the  fine  which  is  in- 
cident to  a  fentence  there  given,  and  the  imprifonment 
of  the  Tower,  which  in  cafe  of  contempts  that  touch 
the  point  of  eftate  doth  likewife  follow;  her  Majeftie 
turning  this  courfe,  had  directed  that  the  matters  fhould 
"receive  before  a  great,  honourable,  and  fele&ed  Council, 
a  full  and  deliberate  (and  yet  in  refpefl)  a  private  mild 
and  gracious  hearing. 

All  this  was  not  fpoken  in  one  undivided  ipeech,  but 
partly  by  the  firft  that  fpake  of  the  learned  Counfel, 
and  partly  by  fome  of  the  Commiffioners :  for  in  this  and 
the  reft  I  keep  order  of  matter,  and  not  of  circum- 
ftance. 


The 
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T'be  matters  laid  to  my  Lord's  charge. 

The  matters  wherewith  my  Lord  was  chardged  were?*'  '*"2*« 
of  two  feveral  natures;  of  an  higher,  and  of  an  inferior 
degree  of  offence. 

The  former  kind  purported  great  and  high  contempts 

and  points  of  mifgovernance  in  his  office  of  her  Ma- 

Jefty's  Lieutenant  and  Governor  of  her  realme  of  Ire** 

J  and  1   and  in  the  truft  and  authority  thereby  to  him 

committed. 

The  latter  i  contained  divers  notorious  errors  and  ne-  ^ 
gleds  of  duty,  as  well  in  his  government  as  otherwife. 

The  great  contempts  and  points  of  mifgovernmen* 
^jk!  malverfation  in  his  office,  were  articulate  into  three 
lieads. 

I.  The  firft  was  the  army  into  Munjter,  whereby  thcrktimprf*- 
profecution  in  due  time  upon  Tyrone  in  Uljier  was'*** l  ArtuUtm 
overthrowne,  wherein  he  proceeded  contrary  to  his 
dire&ions,  and  the  whole  defign  of  his  employment; 
whereof  enfued  the  confumption  of  her  Majefty's 
army,  treafure  and  provifions,  and  the  evident  pe- 
ril of  that  kingdom. 

U.  The  fecond  was  the  dishonourable  and  dangerous 
treaty  held,  and  ceflation  concluded  with  the  fame 
arch  rebel  Tyrone. 

III.  The  third  was  his  contemptuous  leaving  his  go- 
vernment, contrary  to  her  Majefty's  abfolute  man- 
date under  her  hand  and  fignet,  and  in  a  time  of  fo 
imminent  and  inflant  danger. 

For 
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For  the  firfl,  it  had  two  partes;  that  her  Majefty's  re- 
folution  and  direction  was  precife  and  abfolute-  for  the 
Northern  profecution,    and  that  the  fame  direction  was 
by  my  Lord,  in  regard  of  the  journey  to  Mun/ier,  will- 
fully and  contemptuoufly  broken. 
That  her  Ma-     It  was  therefore  delivered  that  her  Majeftie,    touched 
wVprltifi  wwrth  a  true  and  princely  fenfe  of  the  torne  and  broken 
abfolute  for  the  gfl^te  of  that  Kingdom  of  Ireland.,  entered  into  a  moft 

Xortbtrn  frg-  © 

[edution.       chriftkn  and  magnanimous  refolution  to  leave  no  meal- 
tie  of  her  regal  power  or  policy  unimployed  for  tbere- 
du&ion  of  that  people,  and  for  the  fupprefling  arid  utter 
quenching  of  that  flame  of  rebellion,    wherewith  that 
Countrey  was,   and  is  wafted :  whereupon  her  Majdftie 
was  pleafed  to  take  knowledge  of  the  general  cononpt, 
how  the  former  makeing*and  managcing  of  the  adttow 
there  had  been  taxed,    upon  two  exceptions ;    theoMf^ 
that  the  proportions  of  forces  which  had  been 
maintained  and  continued  by  fupplies,  were  not  lu 
ent  to   bring  the  profecutions  to  a  period:    the  6ther. 
that  the  profecutions  had  been  alfo  intermixed  and  in 
terrupted  with  too  many  temporizing  treaties, 
by  the  Rebel  did  not  only  gather  ftrength*    bat  a! 
find  his  ftrength  more  and  more,   foe  as  ever 
fmothers  broke  forth  again  into  greater  flames, 
kind  of  difcourfes  and  objections,  as  they  were 
ed  in  a  popular  kind  of  obfervation,  foe  were  the^ 
chiefly  patronized  and  apprehended  by  the  Earle, 
upon  former  times  *  and  occafions,    and  now  laft  wl 
•this  matter  was  in  deliberation.   Soe  as  her  Majeftie 
acquit  her  honor  and  regal  function,  and  to  give  this 
tisfa&ion  to  her  felf  and  others,  that  (he  had  left  no 

untri 
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untried,   rcfolvcd  to  undertake  the  adtion  with  a  royal 
Army  fend  puiflant  forces,  under  the  leading  of  fome 
principal  Nobleman ;   in  fuch  fort,    that  as  far  as  hu- 
mane difcourfe  might  difcerne,   k  might  be  hoped  that 
by  the  expedition  of  a  Summer,  things  might  be  brought 
to  that  ftate,  as  both  realms  may  feele  fome  eafe  and  re- 
fpiration ;   this  from  chardge  and  levies,  and  that  from 
troubles  and  perilles.    Upon  this  ground  her  Majeftie 
made  choice  of  my  Lord  of  Effex  for  that  fervice,  a 
principal  Peere  and  officer  of  her  realme,  a  perfon  ho- 
noured with  the  truft  of  a  Privy  Counfellor,  graced  with 
She  note  of  her  Majefty's  ipecial  favor,    infalliblie  be* 
•tokening  and  redoubling  his  worth  and  value,  inabled 
^with  the  experience  and  reputation  of  former  fervices, 
and  honorable  chardges  in  the  warrs ;  a  man  every  way 
eminent,  feledt  and  qualified  for  a  General  of  a  great  en* 
terprize,    intended  for  the  recovery  and  redu&ion  of 
that  Kingdom,  and  not  onely  or  meerly  as  a  Lieutenant 
or  Governor  of  Ireland. 

My  Lord,  after  that  he  had  taken  the  chardge  upon 
him,  fell  ftraightways  to  make  proportions  anfwerable 
to  her  Majefty's  ends,  and  anfwerable  to  his  own  for- 
mer difcourfes  and  opinions ;  and  chiefly  did  fet  down 
one  full  and  diftindt  refolution,  that  the  defignc  and  acti- 
on, which  of  all  others  was  moft  final  and  fummary  to* 
wards  an  end  of  thofe  troubles,  and  which  was  worthy 
her  Majefty's  enterprize,  with  great  and  puiflant  forces 
was  a  profecution  to  be  made  upon  the  Arch-traitor 
tyronne  in  his  own  ftrengths  within  the  province  of 
Vlfier%  whereby  both  the  inferior  rebels  which  relie  up- 
on him,  and  the  forrener  upon  whom  he  relieth  might 

Mm  be 
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be  difcouraged,  and  fo  to  cutafunder  both  dependances: 
and  for  the  proceeding  with  greater  ftrength  and  polli- 
cy  in  that  a&ion,  that  the  main  invafion  and  imprefli- 
on  of  her  Majefty's  army  ihould  be  accompanied  and 
correfponded  unto  by  the  plantation  of  ftrong  garri- 
fons  in  the  North,  as  well  upon  the  river  of  Login 
foile  as  a  pofterne  of  that  province,  as  upon  the  hether 
frontiers,  both  for  the  diftra&ing  and  brideling  of  the 
rebells  forces  during  the  a&ion;  and  againe,  for  the  keep- 
ing poffefiion  of  the  vidtory,  if  God  fhould  fend  it* 

This  propofition  and  project  moving  from  my  Lord, 
was  debated  in  many  confutations.  The  principal  men 
of  judgment  and  fervice  in  the  warrs,  as  a  councill  of 
warr,  to  aflift  a  councill  of  ftate  were  called  at  times  unto 
it;  and  this  opinion  of  my  Lord  was  by  himfelfe  fortified 
and  maintained  againft  all  contradiction  and  oppofite  ar- 
gument; and  in  the  end,  ex  unanimi  confenfu>  it  wa& 
concluded  and  refolved  that  the  axe  (hould  be  put  to  the 
root  of  the  tree ;  which  refolution  was  ratified  and  eon- 
firmed  by  the  binding  and  royal  judgment  of  her  facred 
Majeftie,  whoe  vouchfafed  her  kingly  prefence  at  mo(fe 
of  thofe  confultations. 

According  to  a  propofition  and  enterprize  of  this  na- 
ture, were  the  proportions  of  forces  and  provifions  there- 
unto allotted.  The  firft  proportion  fet  downe  by  my 
Lord  was  the  number  of  12000  foote  and  1200  horfe^ 
which  being  agreed  unto,  upon  fome  other  accident  out 
of  Ireland  the  Earle  propounded  to  have  it  made  1400Q 
fo6t,  and  1300  horfe,  which  was  likewife  accorded  1 
within  a  little  while  after  the  Earle  did  newly  infift  to 
have  an  augmentation  of  2000  more,  ufeing  great  per- 

fwafions 
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ens*  as  he  was  to  be  an  abfolutc  Commander  In  the  ex- 
ecution, his  fpirit  was  in  every  conference;  and  conctufr* 
on,  in  foch  fort*  as  when  there  happened  any  points  of 
difference  upon  demands,   my  Lord  uiing  the  forceible 
advantages  of  die  toleration  and  liberty  which  her  Ma* 
jefty's  fpecial  favor  did  give  unto  him,   and  the  great 
devotion  and  forwardnefs  of  his  fellow  Counfellors  ta  the 
general  caufe,  and  the  neceffity  of  his  then  prcfcnt  fer- 
vice,   he  did  ever  prevail  and  carry  it;    infomuch  as  it 
was  objeded  and  laid  to  my  Lord's  charge  as  one  of 
his  errors  and  preemptions,  that  he  did  oftentimes  up* 
on  their  proportions  and  demands  enter  into  conteftatfr 
ons  with  her  Majeftie,  more  a  great  deal  than  was  fifc 
All  which  proportions  before  mentioned  being  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  Lord's  own  afkeings,  and  of  that  height 
and  greatneis,  might  really  and  demonftrativelie  exprefs 
and  intimate  unto  him*  befidcs  his  particular  knowledge 
which  he  had  as  a  Councilor  of  eftate,  of  the  meanes 
both  of  her  Majeftie  and  this  kingdom,  that  he  was  not 
to  expert  to  have  the  commandment  of  16000  foot  and 
1300  horfe  as  an  appurtenance  to  his  lieutenancy  of  Ire~ 
landy  which  was  impoiCble  to  be  maintained,  but  contra- 
riewife,  that  in  trueth  of  intention,  he  was  defigaed  as 
General  for  one  great  adtion  and  expedition,  unto  which 
the  reft  of  his  authority  was  but  acceflary  and  accom- 
modate. 

It  was  delivered  further,  that  in  the  authority  of  his. 
commiffion,  which  was  more  ample  in  many  points 
than  any  former  Lieutenant  had  been  veiled  with;  there 
were  many  direct  and  evident  marks  of  his  defignation 
to  the  Northern  aftion,  as  principally  aclaufc  whereby 

*  Merum 
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Mtrum  arbitrium  belli  &  pacis>  was  repofed  in  his  fole 
truft  and  discretion,  whereas  all  the  Lieutenants  were 
war  tied  unto  the  peremptory  afiiftance  and  admonition 
of  a  certaine  number  of  voices  of  the  Council  of  Ire- 
land.  The  txxafion  of  which  claufe  foe  pafled  to  my 
Lord,  doth  notably  difclofe  and  point  unco  the  precife 
trail  committed  to  my  Lord  for  the  Northern  journey; 
for  when  his  commifiion  was  drawne  at  firft  according 
to  former  prefidents,  and  on  die  other  fide  my  Lord  in- 
fifted  ftrongly  to  have  this  new  and  prima  facie  vaft  and 
oaorbitant  authority,  be  ufed  this  argument ;  that  the 
Ctaattcel  of  Ireland  had  many  of  ihem  liveings  and  pof- 
fcflions  in  or  near  the  province  oiLemfter  and  Mnnfteri 
brit  that  Uljier  was  abandoned  from  any  fuch  particular 
HGpc&s,  whereby  it  was  like  the  Council  there  would  be 
gbui :  to  ufe  her  Majefty's  forces  for  the  clearing  and  af- 
feteingof  thfcfe  territories  and  countries  where  their  for- 
tunes and  eftates  were  planted ;  foe  as  if  he  fhould  be 
tied  to  their  voices*  he  were  like  to  be  diverted  from 
the  inaine  fervice  intended,  upon  which  reafon  that 
claufe  was  yielded  unto. 

1:  Soe  as  it  was  then  concluded  that  all  circumftances 
tended  to  one  point,  that  there  was  a  full  and  precife 
intention  and  diredtion  for  TJlfiery  and  that  my  Lord 
could  not  difcend  into  the  confideration  of  his  owne  qua- 
litie  and  valew,  he  could  not  mufter  his  faire  army,  he 
could  not  account  with  the  Treasurer  and  take  considera- 
tion of  the  great  mafs  of  treafure  ifliied,  he  could  not 
look  into  the  ample  and  new  claufe  of  his  letters  patents, 
lie  could  not  look  back,  either  to  his  own  former  dif- 
•courfes,  or  to  the  late  proportions  whereof  him&lfe  was 

author* 
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author,  nor  to  the  conferences,  confutations  and  con- 
clufions  thereupon,  nor  principally  to  herMajefty's  royal 
direction  and  expectation,  nor  generally  to  the  conceit 
both  of  fubje&s  of  this  realm,  and  the  Rebels  themfelves 
in  Ireland;  but  which  way  foever  he  turned,  he  muft 
find  himfelfe  trufted,  directed,  and  engaged  wholly  for  the 
Northern  expedition. 

The  parts  of  this  that  was  charged  were  verified  by 
three  proofes;  the  firft,  the  moft  authentical  but  theleaft 
profefied,  and  that  was  her  Majefty's  own  royal  affirma- 
tion, both  by  her  fpeech  now  and  her  precedent  letters; 
the  iecond,  the  teftimony  of  the  Privy  Council,  .who  up- 
on their  honours  did  avouch  the  fubftance  of  that  was 
chardged,  and  referred  themfelves  alfoe  to  many  of  their 
Lordfhips  letters  to  the  fame  effedt ;  the  third,  letters 
written  from  my  Lord  after  his  being  in  Ireland*  where- 
by the  refolution  touching  the  defigne  of  the  North  is 
often  knowledged. 
Tke  proofes.  There  follow  fome  claufes  both  of  her  Majefty's  let- 
ters and  of  the  Lords  of  her  Council,  and  of  the  Earle's 
and  the  Councel  of  Ireland  for  the  verification  of  this 
point. 

HerMajeftie,  in  her  letter  of  thp  19th  of  July  to  my 
Lord  of  EJfexj  upon  the  lingering  of  the  Northern  jour- 
ney, doubting  my  Lord  did  value  fervice,  rather  by  the 
.  labor  he  indured,  then  by  the  advantage  of  her  Majefty's 
royal  ends,  hath  thefe  words: 
.   „  .  *         \Y0\1  have  in  this  difpatch  given  us  fmall  light,  either 

HerMajeftyt*       L  .  .,  7  ,  .      ,     , 

tb*  Eari if  w-  when  of^  in  what  order  you  intend  particularly  to  pro- 
*tom**t%y9  ceec* to  Ac  Northern  adtion ;  wherein  if  you  compare  the 
4/frr/fcMun-jime  tjlat  js  ran  on    ancj  ^  excefiive  chardzes  that  are 

fler  journey,  *  © 
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Jpent,  with  the  efledts  of  any  thing  wrought  |>y  this  voy- 
-^gC  (howfoever  weremaine  fatisfied  with  yoti^  own  par- 
ticular cares  and  travels  of  body  and  mirtify  yet  you 
j^nuft  needs  think  that' we  that  have  the  eyes  of  forreign 
rinces  upon  oiir  adtions,  and  have  the  hearts  of  people 
o  comfort  and  cherifti,  who  groan  under  the  burden  of 
ontinual  levies   and  impofitions,    which  are  occafion- 
4!  by  thefe  late  aftions,  can  little  pleafe  our  felfe  hether- 
^r0^  with  any  thing  that  hath  been  effe&ed.] 

In  another  branch  of  the  fame  letter,  refledting  her 
<^^?yal  regard  upon  her  owne  honour  interefted  in  this 
jf  hath  thefe  words. 

[Whereunto  we  will  add  this  one  thing  that  doeth  Jtftmi  eUuft 
ore  difpleafe  us  then  any  chardge  or  offence  that  hap-  fj.  '***"  "' 
ns,  which  is,  that  it  muft  be  the  Queen  of  England's 
xtune  (who  hath  held  down  the  greateft  enemy  flic 
<1)  to  make  a  bafe  bufhkerne  to  be  accounted  foe  fa- 
^us  a  Rebel,  as  to  be  a  perfon  againft  whome  foe  many 
t:Y^<ZHifands  of  foote  and  horfe,    befide  the  force  of  all 
*ffcx«r  Nobility  of  that  kingdom,  muft  be  thought  too  Iktie 
*o    l)c  imployed.} 

In  another  branch,  difcovering  as  upon  the  advantage 
ground  of  her  princely  wifdom  what  would  be  the  if- 
f**e  of  the  courfes  then  held>  hath  thefe  words. 

£And  therefore  although  by  your  letter,  we  found  your  A  third  tU*f, 
P**rpofe  to  go  Northwards,  on  which  depends  the  main  fjbi f4m  Ut' 
gpod  of  our  fervice,  and  which  we  expe&ed  long  fince 
ftxould  have  been  performed ;  yet  becaiiTe  we  do  hear  it 
Suited  (befides  the  words  of  your  letter  written  with 
your  own  hand,  which  carries  fome  fuch  fenfe)  that  you 
who  alledge  fuch  ficknefs  in  your  army  by  being  tra- 
velled 
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gain,  elfe  will  her  Majefty's  honour  never  be  recovered, 
nor  our  nation  valued,  nor  this  kingdom  reduced.  J 

Befides  it  was  noted,  that  whereas  my  Lord  and  the 
Council  of  Ireland*  had  by  theirs  of  the  15th  of  July 
defired  an  increafe  of  2000  Irijh  purpofely  for  the  bet- 
ter fetting  on  foot  of  the  Northern  fervice ;  her  Maje- 
ftie,  notwithftanding  her  proportions  by  often  gradations 
and  rifeings,  had  been  raifed  to  the  higheft  elevation* 
yet  was  pleafed  to  yield  unto  it 

1.  The  firft  part  concerneth  my  Lord's  ingrefs  into 
his  chardge,  and  that  which  pafled  here  before  his  go- 
ing hence;  now  followeth  an  order,  both  of  time  and 
matter,  what  was  done  after  my  Lord  was  gone  into 
Ireland^  and  had  taken  upon  him  the  government  by 
her  Majefty's  Commiflion. 

2.  The  fecond  part  then  of  the  firft  article  was  to  That  my  Lord 
(hew,  that  my  Lord  did  wilfully  and  contemptuoufly  in  d^S!Sptu, 
this  ereat  point  of  eftate,   violate  and  infrindge  herMa-^^^^ 

1.     ^-         1     r  1-      j  Majejlfsdire- 

jefty's  direction  before  remembred.  a  ion  touching 

In  delivering  of  the  evidence  and  proofes  of  this  parte J^^Jn* 
it  was  laid  down  for  a  foundation,  that  there  was  a  full 
performance  on  her  Majefty's  part  of  all  the  points  a- 
greed  upon  for  this  great  profecution,    fo  as  there  was 
no  impediment  or  caufe  of  interruption  from  hence. 

This  is  proved  by  a  letter  from  my  Lord  of  Effex\ 
and  the  Council  of  Ireland  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council 
here,  dated  9th  May,  which  was  fome  three  weeks  af- 
ter my  Lord  had  received  the  fword,  by  which  time  he 
might  well  and  thorowly  inform  himfelf  whether  pro- 
raife  were  kept  in  all  things  or  no,  and  the  words  of  the 
letter  are  thefe. 

N  n  2  As 


276  Proceedings  againft,  &c. 

The  Earl  of  [As  your  Lordftiips  do  very  truly  fet  forth,  we  do  very 
Council  of  ire  humbly  acknowledge  herMajefty's  chardgeable  magnifi- 
Urdl*ofthe  cence  and  royal  preparations  and  tranfportations  of  men, 
£***"'»  9^  munition,  apparel,  money  and  victuals  for  the  recovery 
of  this  diftrefled  kingdom,]  where  note,  the  tranfporta- 
tions acknowledged  as  well  as  the  preparations. 

Next,  it  was  fet  down  for  a  fecond  ground,  that  there, 
was  no  natural  nor  accidental  impediment  in  the  eftate 
of  the  affairs  themfelves,    againft  the  profecution  upon 
fyronne,    but  only  culpable  impediments  railed  by  the 
journey  of  Munjler. 
TbeEarhfBS-     This  appeared  by  a  letter  from   my  Lord  and  the 
Coundhflrt-  Council  of  Ireland  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council  here, 
^biJs'Jnbt    ^atec^  ^  2^th  °f  ^P™^  whereby  they  advertize,  that  the 
Council  28ih  profecution  of  Vlftery   in  regard  of  lack  of  grafs  and  for- 
pn '       rage,  and  the  poornefs  of  cattle  at  that  time  of  year, 
and  fuch  like  difficulties  of  the  feafon,  and  not  of  the 
matter,  will  in  better  time,  and  with  better  commodity 
for  the  army,    be  fully  executed   about  the  middle  of 
June  or  beginning  of  July ;  and  fignifye,  that  the  Earle 
intended  a  prefent  profecution  (hould  be  fet  on  foot  in 
Lemflery    to  which  letters  the  Lords  make  anfwer  by 
theirs  of  the  8  th  of  May,  fignifyeing  herMajefty's  tolera- 
tion of  the  delay. 
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IN  the  confideration  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Chriften- 
dom,  depending  on  the  inclinations  and  qualities  of 
the  Princes,  governors  of  the  fame :  Firfl  the  perfon  of 
the  Pope,  acknowledged  for  fupreme  of  the  Princes  Ca- 
tholick,  may  be  brought  forth. 

Gregory    the    XIII.  of  the   age    of  feventy   yeares,  jty,, 
by  furname  Boncompagno^  born  in  Bolonia  of  the  mean- 
eft  ftate  of  the   people;     his  father   a    fhoemaker    by 
occupation,    of  no   great  learning   nor   underftanding,. 
bufye  rather  in  pradyfe,    then  defirous  of  warres,   and 
that  rather   to   further   the  advancement  of  his   fonne 
and   his  houfe    (a    refpedt   highly  regarded   of  all  the 
Popes)  then  of  any  inclination  of  nature,  the  which  yet 
in  thefe  yeares  abhorreth  not  his  fecret  pleafures.     How- 
bcit,  two  things  efpecially  have  fet  fo  fharp  edge  to  him, 
whereby  he  doth  bend  himfelf  fo  vehemently  againft  Re- 
ligion.    The  one  is  a  meer  neceffitie,   the  other  the  fo- 
licitation  of  the  King  of  Spaine.     For  if  we  confider  du- 
lye  the  eftate  of  the  prefent  time,    we  fhall  find  that  he 
is  not  fo  much  carryed  with  the  defire  to  fupprefle  our 
religion,  as  driven  with  the  fear  of  the  downfall  of  his 
own,  if  in  time  it  be  not  upheld  and  reftored. 

The  reafons  be  thefe;  he  feeth  the  King  of  Spaine 
already  in  yeares,  and  worn  with  labour  and  trobles, 
that  there  ig  little  hope  in  him  of  long  life,     And  he 
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failing  there  were  likelie  to  enfue  great  alterations  of 
ftate  in  all  his  dominions,  the  which  fliould  be  joined 
with  the  lyke  in  religion,  efpecially  in  this  divided  time, 
and  in  Spaine  alreadie  fo  forward,  as  the  fury  of  the  in- 
quifition  can  fcarce  keep  in. 

In  Fraunce>  the  ftate  of  that  Church  feemeth  to  de- 
pend on  the  fole  life  of  the  King  now  reigning,  being 
of  a  weak  conftitution  full  of  infirmities,  not  lykely  to 
have  long  lyfe,  and  quite  out  of  hope  of  anie  ifliie.  Of 
the  Duke  of  Anjou  he  doth  not  affure  himfelf,  befides 
the  opinion  conceived  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  complexi- 
on of  all  that  race,  giving  neither  hope  of  length  of  life 
nor  of  children.  And  the  next  to  the  fucceflion  mak  e 
alreadie  profeflion  of  Religion,  befides  the  increafe  there- 
of dailie  in  Fraunce-y  England  and  Scotland  art  alreadie, 
God  be  thanked,  quite  reformed,  with  the  better  part 
of  Germany.  And  becaufe  the  Queen's  Majefty  hath  that 
reputation  to  be  the  defender  of  the  true  religion  and 
faith,  againft  her  Majefty  as  the  head  of  the  faithful,  is 
the  drift  of  all  their  mifchieves. 

The  King  of  Spaine  haveing  erefted  in  his  conceipt 
a  monarchic,  wherein  feeking  reputation  in  the  prote- 
ction of  Religion,  this  conjunction  with  the  Pope  is  as 
neceflary  to  him  for  the  furtherance  of  his  purpofes,  as 
to  the  Pope  behoveful  for  the  advancing  of  his  houfe 
and  for  his  authority;  the  King  of  Spaine  haveing  al- 
readie beftowed  on  the  Pope's  fonne,  degree  of  title  and 
of  office,  with  great  revenews.  To  encourage  the  Pope 
herein,  being  head  of  the  Church,  they  fet  before  him 
the  analogy  of  the  name  Gregory  e,  faying  that  we  were 
firft  under  a  Gregorye  brought  to  the  faithe,  and  by  a 
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Gregorye  are  againe  to  be  reduced  to  the  obedience  of 
Rome. 

A  prophecy  likewife  is  found  out  that  foretelleth,  the 
Dragon  fitting  in  the  chair  of  Peter,  great  things  fhould 
be  brought  to  pafs. 

Thus  is  the  King  of  Fraunce  follicited  againft  thofe 
of  the  Religion  in  Fraunce ;  the  Emperor  againft  thofe 
in  his  dominions;  divifions  fet  in  Germany,  the  Lowe 
Count  He  miferably  opprefled;  and  daily  attempts  againft 
her  Majeftie,  both  by  force  and  pradtyfe :  Hereto  ferve  the 
feminaries,  where  none  are  now  admitted,  but  take  the 
oath  againft  her  Majefty. 

The  fedt  of  the  Jefuites  are  fpecial  inftruments  to  a- 
lienate  the  people  from  her  Majeftie,  fowe  fadtion,  and  to 
abfolve  them  of  the  oath  of  obedience,  and  prepare  the 
way  to  rebellion  and  revolt, 

Befides,  for  confirmation  of  their  owne  religion  they 
have  ufed  fome  reformation  of  the  Clergie,  and  brought 
in  catechyfing. 

j&  goe  forth  with  the  Princes  of  Italy  next  injytuation. 

The  Great  Duke  of  Hufcane,  Francefco  de  Medici,  Duk  tfTwt 
fonne  to  Cofmo,  and  the  third  Duke  of  that  family  and 
province  ;  of  the  age  of  forty  yeares,  of  difpofition  fe- 
vere  and  fadde,  rather  than  manly  and  grave;  no  princely 
port  or  behaviour  more  then  a  great  jufticer,  inclined  to 
peace,  and  gathering  money.  All  l'ujcany  is  fubjedl  un- 
to him,  wherein  were  diverfe  Commonwealths;  where- 
of the  chief  were  Florence,,  Siena  and  Pifa,  Prato  and 
PiJloia>  faveing  Lucca  and  certaine  fortes  on  the  Sea- 
coaft,  held  by  the  King  of  Spaine* 

He 
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.  He  retayneth  in  bis  fervice  few,  and  they  ftrangers, 
to  whom  he  giveth  penfions.  In  all  his  Citadels  he 
hath  garrifon.of  Spaniards,  except  at  Siena;  in  houfe- 
keeping  fpendeth  little,  being  as  it  were  in  penfion,  a- 
greeing  for  fo  much  the  year  with  a  Citizen  of  Florence 
for  his  dyet,  he  has  a  fmall  guard  of  Swijfers,  and  when 
he  rideth  abroad  a  guard  of  forty  light  horfemen.  The 
militia  of  his  country  amounteth  to  forty  thoufand  fol- 
diers ,  to  the  which  he  granteth  leave  to  weare  their 
weapons  on  the  holy  daye,  and  other  immunities.  Be- 
fides,  he  entertaineth  certaine  men  of  armes,  to  the  which 
he  giveth  feaven  crowns  the  month.  He  alfo  maintain* 
eth  feaven  gallies,  the  which  ferve  under  his  Knights* 
,ere&ed  by  his  Father  in  Pyfa,  of  the  order  of  St.  Ste* 
pbano  5  of  thefe  gallies,  three  goe  every  year  in  chafe. 

His  common  exercife  is  in  diftillations,  and  in  trying 
of  conclufions,    the  which  he  doth  exercife  in  a  hdufe 
csAlcd  CaJ/ino  in  Florence,   where  he  fpendeth  the  inoft 
part  of  the  day,  giving  ear  in  the  mean  feafon  to  matters 
of  affaires,   and  conferring  with  his  chief  officers.    His 
revenues  are  efteemed  to  amount  to  a  million  and  a  half 
of  crownes,   of  the  which  {pending  half  a  million,  he 
layeth  up  yearly  one  million.     But  certainlye  he  is  the 
•richeft  Prince  in  all  Europe  of  coyne.     The  forme  of  his 
government  is  abfolute,  depending  only  of  his  will  and 
^pleafure,  though  retayneing  in  manye  things  the  auncient 
offices  and  fhew.     But  thofe  magiftrates  refolve  nothings 
-without   his   exprefs    directions    and    pleafure.      Privies 
Council  he  ufeth  none,    but  repofeth  moft  his  truft  otm- 
-found  fecretaryes,  and  conferreth  chiefly  with  his  Wife^- 
as  his  Father  did  with  one  of  his  Secretaries.    For  mat- 
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terof  examinations,  one  Corhlo  hath  die  efpecial  truft; 
he  doth  ikvour  die  people  more  than  the  Nofoilitie,  be- 
cause they  do  bear  an  old  grudge  to  the  Gentlemen,  and 
the  people  are  the  more  in  number,  without  whome 
the  Nobilitie  can  doe  nothing.  One  thing  in  him  giveth 
great  contentment  to  the  fiibje&s,  that  he  vouchfafeth  to 
roccive  and  heare  all  their  petitions  himfelf.  And  in  his 
ahfence  from  Florence^  thofe  that  have  fuite  do  reforte 
to  the  office,  and  there  exhibit  their  bill  endofled;  where- 
of Withia  three  days  ahfclute  aafwer  is  returned  them, 
noktis  the  matter  be  of  great  importance,  then  have  they 
direction  how  to  proceed.  He  is  a  grc&t  jufticer,  and 
lor  the  cafe  of  the  people ;  and  to  have  the  better  eye 
Oftr  juftice^  hath  built  hard  by  his  pallace  a  faire  rowe 
of  Jboufes  for  all  offices  together  m  one  plaoe. 

Two  years  fithence  he  mar  ryed  la  Signora  Bianca  his 
concubine,  a  Venetian  of  Cafa  Capeth\  whereby  he  en- 
tered ilreighter  amkie  with  the  Venetians ;  with  the  Pope 
lie  had  good  intelligence,  and  fome  affinitie  by  the  mar- 
riage of  Signor  Jacomo,  the  Pope's  fonne,  in  Cafa 
ty&rza. 

To  the  Emperor  he  is  allyed,  his  firft  wife  being  the 
{Emperor  Maximy  lion's  filter. 

With  Sfiaine  he  is  in  freight  league,  and  his  mother 
was  of  the  houfe  of  Toledo ;  his  brother  likewife  D* 
Pittre  married  in  the  fame  houfe.  With  Fraunce  he 
ifatndeth  at  this  prefent  in  fome  miflikeing. 

With  Ferrara  alwaies  at  jarr,  as  with  all  the  Dukes 
of  Italye  for  the  preieance  fome  controverfy. 

All  his  revenues  arife  of  taxes  and  cuftomsj  his  do- 
aaynts  are  very  fmall. 

Oo  He 
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He  hath  by  his  firft  wife  one  fonne,  of  the  age  of  four 
or  five  yeares,  and  four  daughters;  he  hath  a  bafe  child 
by  this  woman,  and  a  bafe  brother  D*  Joanni,  fixteen 
yeares  of  age,  of  great  expedition. 

Two  brothers,  D.  Pietro,  and  the  Cardinal. 
Ferrara.  The  Duke  of  Ferrara  Alfonfo  D'EJU  the  fifth  Duke, 

now  about  forty  yeares  of  age,   his  firft  wife  Lucrecia, 
daughter  to  Co/mo  de  Medici,   whom  they  fay  he  poy- 
fonedj  his  fecond,  Daughter  to  Ferdinand  the  Emperor; 
his  third  wife  now  living,  Anne  daughter  to  the  Duke 
of  Mantua.    He  hath  no  child.     The  chief  citties  of  his 
ftate  are  Ferrara,  Mo  dona,    and  Reggio :   he  is  rich  in 
money,  groweing  as  the  moft  of  Italy  of  exactions ;  of 
all  the  Princes  of  Italy  alone  inclineth  to  the  French, 
with  the  Pope  hath  fome  jar  about  the  paflage  of  a  river. 
The  Venetians  and  he  fall  in  great  hatred,  with  Florence 
hath  enmitye,   with  Lucca  little  ikirmifhes  every  year 
for  a  caftle,  he  buildeth  on  their  confines  to  raife  a  great 
tole  in  a  ftraight  paflage,   by  reafon  of  his  mother  a, 
Guife. 
Mantua.  William  of  the  houfe  of  Gonfaga,  the  third  Duke  of" 

Mantua ;   his  wife  Barbara  daughter  to  the  Emperor- 
,  Ferdinand^   by  whom  he  hath  a  fonne  of  twenty  two 
yeres  of  age,  and  a  daughter.    His  fonne  is  called  Fin-. 
centhy   his  daughter  Anne  married  of  late  to  the  Duke 
of  Ferrara;  his  fon  likewife  marryed  a  yere  fithence  to 
the  Prince  of  Parma's  daughter.    The  Duke   his  felf 
very  deformed  and  crook-backed,  well  in  yeres.     MonU 
ferrat  likewife  appertayneth  to  him ;  diverfe  of  his  houfe 
have  penfion  alwaies,  and  ferve  the  King  of  Spaine;  his 
brother  the  Duke  of  Nevers  remaineth  in  Fraunce.    He 

only 
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only  fceketh  to  maintaine  his  eftate  and  enrich  himfelf ; 
his  greateft  plcafurc  is  in  horfes  and  building. 

The  Duke  of  Urbin  Francefco  Maria,  of  the  houfe  of  CM/*. 
Revert,  the  fecond  of  that  name,  a  Prince  of  good  be- 
haviour and  wittie.  In  his  ftate  are  feaven  reafonable 
faire  citties,  Pefaro,  Augubioy  Sinigaglia,  FoJp>mbronet 
SanleOj  Cagli,  JJrbino ;  Pefaro  and  Synigaglia  are  for- 
trcfles  on  the  fea  fide,  Urbin  and  Sanleo  on  the  Appenine, 
well  fortified.  He  holdeth  three  provinces,  Montefeltro, 
Maffa  I'rebaria,  and  Vicariate  di  Mondavio. 

There  have  been  good  Princes  and  valiant  of  that 
bpuie,  not  fo  great  exa&ors  as  the  reft  of  Italye,  there- 
fprc  better  beloved  of  their  fubje&s,  which  love  reftored 
their  houfe,  being  difplaced  by  Pope  Leo  the  Xth. 

rJ3is  wife  Leonora,  fitter  to  the  Duke  of  Ferrara,  by 
lyhom  he  hath  no  children,  and  now  is  dyvorfcd.  He 
h^th  two  fitters,  the  one  martyed  to  the  Duke  of  Gra- 
ifrna,  the  other  to  the  Prince  Byfignano,  aud  a  third  is 
to  marry,  whofe  name  is  Lavinia. 

OttavianOy  firftDuke  of  CaJIro,  then  of  Camerinoy  zndPsms. 
after  of  Parma  and  Piacenza,  with  great  trouble  refto- 
j?d  to  his  eftate;  nowe  is  aged  and  lyveth  quietly:  his 
wife,  Marguerite  daughter  to  Charles  the  Fifth,  firft 
wife  to  Alexandre  de  Medici  firft  Duke  of  Florence.  He 
hath  one  fonne  called  Alexandre^  now  General  for  the 
King  of.  Spaine  in  the  Lowe  Countries ;  his  daughter  Vit- 
toria  was  mother  to  the  Duke  of  Urbin. 

The  Cardinal  Farnefe,  his  uncle  of  great  credit  in 
that  colledge,  long  time  hath  afpired  to  be  Pope,  but 
withftood  by  the  King  of  Spain ;  on  whome  thoughe 
now  that  houfe  depend,  yet  forgetteth  not,  as  he  think- 
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cth>  the  death  of  Pier  Lvigi,   and  the  lofs  of  Parma 
and  Piccmza,  reftored  to  their  houfe  by  the  French. 

The  young  Princes  of  Myrandola,  in  the  government 
of  their  mother  Fuhia  Corrcggio,  and  tinder  the  protecti- 
on of  the  King  of  Frounce,   who  maintained  there  a 
garriien. 
few.  The  Duke  of  Savore,  Carlo  Emanuel \   a  young  Pf  nice 

of  twenty  one  yeres,  very  little  of  ftature,  but  well 
brought  up  and  difpokd.  His  terrkorye  is  the  greateft 
of  any  Duke  of  Italy  e^  having  Piemont  beyond  the 
jEfvs^  ind  Savoye  on  this  fide;  diverfe  fairc  townes  and 
Arong  holies,  richly  left  of  his  father,  who  was  accomp* 
ted  a  very  wife  Prince.  This  Duke,  as  is  thought,  is  ad* 
▼ifcd  to  remayne  alwayes  indifferent  between  Spaine  and 
Fraunce>  being  neighbour  to  them  both,  unlefg  fame  ac- 
cident doe  counfel  him  to  declare  himielf  in  behalf  of  cithef. 
Therefore  both  thole  Princes  go  about  by  rtarryoge  to 
have  him  nearer  allyed  to  them.  His  mother  Was  After  to 
King  Frauncis  the  Great,  his  father  being  expulfed  his 
dominions  by  the  French,  was  reftored  by  the  King  Of 
Spaine%  with  whom  while  he  lived  he  had  fkraight  in- 
telligence. As  yet  his  inclination  doth  not  appear  ^  he 
rctaineth  his  father's  alliances  with  Venice,  efpecifllly  in 
Italyc,  and  with  the  Emperor,  With  Florence  he  hath 
queftion  for  preheminence. 

His  revenues  are  judged  to  a  million  of  crowns  yearly; 
now*  he  is  in  armes  againft  Geneva  and  guarded  agakaft 

Bern. 

Of  free  eftates,  Lucca  the  leaft,  is  under  the  proteda- 
on  of  the  King  of  Spaine,  finall  in  territories  the  cittk 
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k  felf  well  fortified  and  provided,   becaufe  of  the  doubt 
they  have  of  the  Duke  of  Florence. 

Genoa  is  recommended  to  the  King  of  Spaine,  theirec****. 
gallies  ferve  under  him ,  and  the  chiefeft  of  their  citie 
are  at  his  devotion.  Though  there  is  a  fa&ion  for  the 
French,  whereto  he  doth  hearken  fo  weakly,  that  the 
Spaniard  is  there  all  in  all ;  by  whom  that  ftate  in  few 
yeres  hath  made  a  marvelous  gaine.  And  the  King  of 
Spain*  hath  great  need  of  their  friendfhip,  for  their 
portes,  where  embarke  and  land  all  men,  and  whatfoever 
is  fent  between  Spaine  and  Milan. 
.  They  hold  Corfica  an  Ifland ,  and  Savona  a  faire 
dttie,  and  the  goodlicft  haven  iri  Italye,  until  it  was 
deftroyed  by  the  Genevoys ;  the  which  now  make  not 
profeflion  but  of  merchandize. 

There  is  a  dangerous  fadtion  amongft  them,  between 
the  auncient  houfes  and  the  new,  which  were  admitted 
*i&to  the  auncient  familyes. 

St.  George  is  their  treafure  houfe  and  receiver,  as  at 
Venice  St.  Mark. 

.  Venice  retaining  ftill  the  auncient  form  of  government,  yint(e% 
is  alwaies  for  it  felf  in  like  eftate  and  all  one;  at  this 
time  between  the  ^urk  and  the  King  of  Spaine  in  con- 
tinual watche,  feeming  to  make  more  accompt  of 
Fraunce,  not  fo  much  in  hope  of  any  great  affyance  at 
this  prefent  to  be  hadde  in  him,  but  for  the  reputation 
of  that  nation,  and  the  amitie  alwaies  they  have  had 
with  the  fame,  and  behoving  them  fo  to  doe.  They 
ufe  it  with  good  forefight  and  fpeedie  preventing,  fpa- 
ring  for  noe  charge  to  meet  as  they  may  with  every  ac- 
cident.   Of  late  they  have  hadde  fome  jarr  with  the 

Pope, 
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Pope,  as  well  about  the  inquifition,  as  title  of  land  With 
Ferrara  and  the  Venetians  is  auncient  enmity,  fpeciaHie 
becaufe  he  receiveth  all  their  banifhed  and  fugitives. 
They  make  moft  account  of  the  Duke  of  Savoye  a- 
mongft  the  Princes  of  Italye.  They  maintaine  diverfe 
Ambafladors  abroad,  with  the  Turke,  the  Emperor, 
Fraunce,  Spaine,  and  at  Rome :  with  them  is  an  Am- 
baflador  of  Fraunce  and  Savoye  alwaies  refident,  and  an 
agent  o£  Spaine,  becaufe  they  gave  the  prefeance  to 
Fraunce. 

In  this  it  feemeth  all  the  potentates  of  Italye  doe  agree 
to  let  all  private  grudges  give  place  to  foreign  invafion, 
more  for  doubt  of  alteration  in  Religion,  than  for  any 
other  civil  caufe. 

There  is  none  amongft  them  at  this  day  in  any  like- 
lihood to  growe  to  any  greatnefs.  For  Venice  is  bridled 
by  the  Turke  and  Spaine.  The  Duke  of  Tufcane  feek- 
eth  rather  title  than  territorie,  othcrwaies  than  by  pur- 
ehafing. 

Savoye  is  yet  young ;  the  reft  of  no  great  force  of 
themfelves.  Fraunce  hath  greatly  loft  the  reputation 
they  had  in  Italye  by  negledting  the  occaflons  offered^ 
and  fuffering  the  King  of  Spaine  to  fettle  himfelf! 
Emperor.  t  The  Emperor  Adolphe  of  the  houfe  of  Auflriche, 
fonne  to  Maximilian,  about  thirty  yeres  of  age;  ho 
ftrong  conftitution  of  body,  and  greatly  weakened  by 
immoderate  pleafure;  no  great  quicknefs  of  fpirite.  In 
fafliion  and  apparel  all  Spanijh,  where  he  had  his  edu- 
cation in  his  youth.  He  was  moft  governed  by  his  mo- 
ther while  (he  remained  with  him,   and  yet  altogether 

by  his  fteward  Dyetriftan,  and  his  great  Chamberlaine 

Romphe, 
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Romphe,  both  penfyonaryes  of  Spaine,    and  there  with 
him  maintained. 

Of  the  empire,  he  hath  by  the  laft  emperial  Dyet  one 
million  of  dollars  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  garri- 
fons  of  Hungary ;  and  befides,  his  guards  are  paid  of  the 
Empire.. 

To  the  Turke  he  paieth  yearly  tribute  for  Hungary 
40000  dollars,  befides  the  charge  of  the  prefents  and  his 
Ambafladors,  amounting  to  more  than  the  tribute;  in 
all  100,000  dollars. 

The  ordinary  garrifons  in  Hungary are  to  the  nomber 
of  but  evil  paid  at  this  time. 

The  revenues  and  fubfidies  of  Hungary  doe  not  pais 
100,000  Florins.  The  laft  Emperor  affirmed  folemnly, 
that  the  charge  of  Hungary  amounted  to  one  million  and 
a  half. 

The  revenues  of  Bohemia^  ordinary  and  extraardina- 
rye,  amonnt  to  50000  dollars. 

In  the  abfence  of  the  Emperor,  the  Baron  of  Rofcm*- 
berge  is  governor  of  Bohemia,  who  poflefleth  almoft  a 
fourth  part  of  that  coutitrie,  and  is  a  papift  j  neither  he. 
nor  his  brother  have  children,  he  beareth  the  Emperor 
in  hand  to  make  him  his  heire. 

Of  Sylefia  and  Moravia%  the  Emperor  yerely  may 
have  200,000  Florins. 

Out  of  Auftriche  of  fubfidie  and  tribute  100,000  Flo- 
rins, for  his  domaynes  are  all  fold  away  and  engaged. 

Thus  all  his  revenues  make  half  a  million  of  Florins. 

To  his  brothers  Maximilian  and  Ernejt>  he  alloweth 
yerely  by  agreement  made  between  them  45000  Florins 
a  piece,    as  well  for  jiujlricbe,  as  that  might  hereafter 

fall 
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fall  unto  them  by  the  deceafe  of  the  Archduke  FerdU 
nand  in  fyroll,  the  which  (hall  come  to  the  Emperor. 

The  Emperor  altogether  dependeth  on  Spaine,  as  well 
in  refped:  of  his  houfe,  as  the  education  he  received 
there,  and  the  rule  his  mother  hath  over  him  with  the 
chief  of  his  Council.  He  is  utter  enemy  to  Religion, 
having  well  declared  the  fame  in  banifliing  the  Minifters 
out  of  Vienna,  and  divers  other  townes,  where  he  go- 
eth  about  to  plant  Jefuites. 

Of  his  fubjefts  greatlie  mifliked,  as  his  houfc  is  hate- 
ful to  all  Germany. 

The  Archduke  Charles  holdeth  Styria  and  Carynthia, 
his  chief  abode  is  at  Gratz ;  his  wife  is  lifter  to  the  Duke 
of  Bavyre,  by  whom  he  hath  children. 

The  Archduke  Ferdinand  hath  Tyroll,  and  remaineth 
the  mod  part  at  lljburg.  For  his  eldeft  fonne  he  hath 
bought'  in  Germany  a  pretty  ftate,  not  far  from  Ulms; 
the  fecond  is  a  Cardinal.  Now  he  is  a  widower,  and 
faid,  that  he  {hall  marry  a  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Mantua. 

Thefe  are  uncles  to  the  Emperor  $  befides  Maxymilian 
and  Ernefty  he  hath  two  brothers,  the  Archduke  Matbias 
that  hath  a  penfion  of  the  eftates  of  the  Lowe  Coun- 
try, and  a  Cardinal  Archbifhop  of  Toledo. 
Germ,™.  *n  Germany  there  are  divers  Princes  diverfly  afi&tod. 

The  Elector  Palatine  Ludovic  a  Lutheran;   his  chief  a- 
bode  is  at  Hedelberge. 

His  brother  JohnCa/imir>  Calvinift  at  Keifer^lautern^ 
or  Nieujladt. 

Richard  their  uncle  at  Symmeren. 

During  the  life  of  the  laft  Eledtor,   Ludovic  dwelt  at 

Amberge  in  the  higher  Palatinate. 

Philip 
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Philip  Ludovic  dwelt  ztNorbourge  on  the  Danow,  and 
is  commonly  called  Duke  of 

John  dwelleth  at  Rypont,  or  Sweybourgh,  or  in  Ber* 
gefaber ;  the  other  three  brethren  have  noe  certain  dwel- 
linge  place.  George  John,  fonne  of  Rupert,  Count  Pa- 
latin  dwelleth  at  Lyjfeljleyn. 

Augujlus  Duke  and  Eledtor  of  Saxen,  remaineth  the  princes  rf 
tnoft  part  at  Drefden  on  the  Elbe;  fometimes  at  lorge  rmany' 
fin  Elbe,  a  goodly  caftle  fortifyed  by  John  Frederick. 
This  Eledfcor  is  Lutheran,  ajid  great  enemy  to  our  pro- 
feflion  ;  of  fixty  yeres  of  age,  half  frantick,  fevere,  go- 
Terned  much  by  his  wife,  greater  exadfcor  than  the  Ger~ 
wuine  Princes  are  wont  to  be,  and  retaineth  in  his  ier- 
vice  divers  Italians  \  his  eldeft  fonne  marryed  of  late  the 
daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Brandeburg. 

The  fonnes  of  John  Frederick  captive,  and  yet  in  pri- 
fbn,  remayn  at  Coburge  in  Eaji  Franconia,  near  the  fo- 
reft  of  7*uringc 

The  fonnes  of  John  William  abide  at  Vinaria  in  7#- 
ringia. 

Joachim  Frederick,  fonne  of  John  George  Eledor  of 

.Brandebourge  at  Hala  in  Saxonye  on  the  river*of  Sala, 

as  adminiftrator  of  the  Archbifhopricke  of  Magdebourge* 

44    George  Frederick,   fonne  of  George,  dwelleth  at  Or/1 

buche  in  Eajl  Franconia,  or  at  Blajfenbourge,  the  which 

was  the  manfion  of  his  uncle  Albert  the  warrior. 

The  Eledtor  of  Brandebourge  John  George  remaineth 
at  Berline  on  the  river  of  Sprea,  his  uncle  John  dwel- 
leth at  Cajlryne  beyond  Odera,  very  ftrong  both  by  the 
fituation,  and  fortifyed, 

P  p  William 
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William  Duke  of  Bavyrt,  a  Papift  at  Munich  in  Ba- 
vary,  married  the  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrayn. 

His  fecond  brother  Ferdinand  remaineth  moft  at  Land- 
Jhutt. 

the  third  Erneft,  is  Biihop  of  Friftrtgben  and  HiUe* 
Jheim,  and  late  of  Lyege. 

Julius  Duke  of  Brk*fwick>  at  the  ftrong  caflle  of 
Wtlftnbuttel  on  Oker. 

Ericbe  of  Brukfivickt  fonne  to  Magnus  %  uhcletoy^ 
tiki*  Remaineth  at  Munda,  or  white  the  rivers  tfiWerta 
and  Fulda  doe  joine,  hiakeing  the  fiver  of  VifuYgis  ttis 
vigable. 

tfttiihm  Duke  t£  Luneburge  hath  his  being  at  €effa9 
tm  thfcrhter  AtUra. 

Henry  his  brother  at  Gifhorn,  where  before,  their  un* 
cte  Francis  was  Wont  to  dwell. 

Olho  their  cofin  Duke  of  Luneburge  inhabiteth  Har* 
burge  on  this  fide  the  Elbe,   over  right  agairtft  Httm- 

The  Dukes  of  Pomerania,  John  Frederick  dwelkth 
VtSteti*. 

&ugjtaus ■"«  CdHrpftut,  foritetime  an  Abbey  in  fee 
countie  of  Bdfdrufi. 

Etoeft  Lud&vic  »  Wblgijt  on  the  rivter  of  P*«fr  fciat 
runneth  into  the  Baltick  Sea. 

Bar&i*  at  Rugekwald  tn  forther  Pdmetania,  on  the 
bewters  «f  P^foai  and  Prujte. 

Gafymite  at  Cainyn^  which  Bifhopricke  he  Itokieth, 
tfchcr  as  fclBftfeiftriiter ,  or  in  his  owne  poflfeffion  and 
right.  •  <■  : 

"  Vhriche 

8 


****  LI     $***•  of  c.. 


Jacob,  the  *u-  ".  .     ***W.*  t2n»*ij 


*p* 


.2,92  Of  the  State  cf  Europe. 

habitation  of  Wolfgang  Prince  of  Anhalt  his  great  un- 
cle 5  Erncji  favoureth  religion. 

George  ErneJIVnnct  and  Earl  ofHenneberge  at  Scblem- 
Jing,  by  the  foreft  called  during. 

George  Duke  of  Silefia  and  Briege,  of  the  family  of 
the  Kings  of  Poland,  dwelleth  at  Briege ;  his  eldeft  forr, 
Joachim  Frederick ,  hath  married  the  daughter  of  the 
Prince  of  Anhault,  his  fecond  fonnc,  John  George. 

Henry  Duke  of  Sylejia  and  Lygnitz,  fbnne  to  the  bro- 
ther of  George,  dwelleth  zt  Lygnitz-,  he  hath  no  chil- 
dren alive. 

Frederickc,  brother  to  Henry  unmarryed. 
Charles  Duke  of  Munfierberge  and  Olffe,  his  wife  die 
Countefs  of  Sternberge  in  Bohemia,  where  he  maketh  his 
abode. 

Henry,  brother  to  Charles,  remayneth  at  Olffe. 

John  Frederick  Duke  of  Hefchen. 

Charles  Duke  of  Lorrayn,  his  chief  court  at  Nancy. 

His  eldeft  fonne  Henry  of  man's  eftate. 

Charles  Cardinal  Archbifhop  of  Mets. 

A  daughter  in  the  French  Court. 

Befides,  there  are  in  Germany  three  Ele&ors  Bifhops, 

-  and  divers  Bifhops  of  great  livings. 

The  free  townes  of  greateft  importance  are  Norm — 
berge,    Aujpurge,   Ulmesy   and  Strajburge:    Then  th^ 

-  Cantons  of  the  Swiffes,  the  Gryfons  and  Valois* 

The  greateft  trouble  in  Germany  at  this  time  is  about 
the  Concordate,  furthered  by  the  Duke  of  Saxon,  and 
the  Count  Palatin. 

There  is  at  this  prefent  no  Prince  in  Germany  greatly 
toward  or  redoubted. 

The 
I 
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The  Duke  Cafamyrfs  credit  is  greatly  empayred,  and 
his  ability  (mail. 

The  Dyet  imperial  fhortly  (hould  be  held,  where  the 
concordate  (hall  be  urged,  colle&ion  for  Hungary  made* 
and  a  King  of  Romans  named. 

The  French  King,  Henry  the  Third,  of  thirty  yeares  &«**. 
of  age,  of  a  very  weak  conftitution,   and  full  of  infir- 
mities ;    yet  extreamly  given  over  to  his  wanton  plea- 
fures,   having  only  delight  in  danceing,  feafting  and  en* 
tertaining  Ladyes  and  chamber  pleafures :  No  great  wit, 
yet  a  comely  behaviour  and  goodly  perfonage,  very  poor 
through  exa<5ting  inordinately  by  all  devices  of  his  fub- 
jedts,  greatly  repining  that  revenge  and  hungary  govern- 
ment, abhorring  warres  and  all  adlion,  yet  daily  work- 
eth  the  mine  of  thofe  he  hateth,   as  all  of  the  religion 
and  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,    doting  fondly  on  fome  he 
choofeth   to  favour  extremely,   without  any  virtue  or 
caufe  of  defert  in  them  to  whom  he  giveth  prodigally. 
His  chief  favourites  now  about  him  are  the  Duke  Joy- 
eufe,  la  V alette,  and  Monfieur  D'Au.   The  Queen  mo- 
ther ruleth  him  rather  by  pollicie  and  fear  he  hath  of 
her,  then  by  his  good  will ;    yet  he  aiwayes  doth  fhew 
great  reverence  towards  her.     The  Guife  is  in  as  great 
favour  with  him  as  ever  he  was $   the  houfe  is  now  the 
greateft  of  all  Fraunce,  being  allyed  to  Ferrara,  Savoy e, 
Lorrayn,  Scotland,  and  favoured  of  all  the  Papifts :  The 
French  King  having  his  kinfwoman  to  wife,    and  diverfe 
great  perfonages  in  that  realmc  of  his  houfe. 

The  chiefeft  at  this  prefent  in  credit  in  Court  whofe 
counfel  he  ufeth  are,  Villeroye,  Villaquier,  Bellievre,  the. 
Chancellor  and  Lord  Keeper,  Biragm  and  Cbiverny. 

He 
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He  greatly  cntcrtaineth  no  amityc  with  any  Prince, 

other  than  for  forme ;  neither  is  his  friend&ip  other- 
wife  refpedted  of  others,  fave  in  refpedfc  of  the  reputa- 
tion of  fo  great  a  Kingdome. 

The  Pope  beareth  a  great  fway,  and  the  King  of 
Spaine,  by  means  of  his  penfions  j  and  of  the  Queen 
mother  with  the  Guife.;  {he  for  her  two  daughters,  he 
for  other  regard,  can  doe  what  he  lift  there,  or  hinder 
what  he  would  not  have  done. 

The  divifion  in  his  country  for  matters  of  religion 
and  ftatc,  through  mifcontcntment  of  the  Nobilitie  to 
fee  ftrangers  advanced  to  the  greateft  charges  of  the 
realmc,  the  offices  of  juftice  fold,  the  treafury  wailed,  the 
people  poled,  the  country  deftroyed,  hath  bred  great 
troble,  and  like  to  fee  more.  The  fadtion  between  jhe 
houfe  of  Guife  againft  that  of  Montmorancy,  hath  got- 
ten great  advantage. 

At  this  prefent  the  King  is  about  to  reftore  Don  An- 
tonio King  of  Portugal,  whereto  are  great  levys  and  pre- 
paration. 
Duke  efBra-       Francis  Duke  ofAnjou  and  of  Brabant,    for  his  calk 
t»nt.  ing  and  quaJitic  greatly  to  be  confidered  as  any  Prince 

this  day  living,  being  fecond  perfon  to  the  King  his 
brother,  and  in  likclyhood  to  fucceed  him.  There  is  no- 
ted in  the  difpofition  of  this  Prince,  a  quiet  mildnefc 
giving  fatisfadtion  to  all  men ;  facility  of  accefi  a<nd  na- 
tural courtefie;  understanding  and  fpeech  great  and  elo- 
quent; fecrefy  more  than  commonly  is  in  the  French  > 
from  his  youth  alwaies  defirous  of  adlion,  the  which 
thing  hath  made  him  alwaies  followed  and  refpcj&ed 
And  though  hitherto  he  hath  brought  to  paf$  no  great 

purpofe, 
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porpofe,  having  fuflfered  great  wantes,  and  refinance 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  yet  by  the  intermedling  is 
grown  to  good  experience,  readinefs  and  judgment,  the 
better  thereby  able  to  guide  and  govern  his  affaires,  both 
in  pradlyfe,  in  treaty,  and  aftion.  Moreover,  the  di£ 
eafed  eftate  of  the  world  doth  fo  concur  with  this  his 
a&ive  forwardneis,  as  it  giveth  him  matter  to  work  up- 
on :  and  he  is  the  only  man  to  be  feene  of  all  them  in 
diftre/s,  or  defirous  of  alteration.  A  matter  of  fpecial 
furtherance  to  all  fuch  as  have  atchieved  great  things, 
when  they  have  found  matter  difpofed  to  receive 
forme. 

And  there  is  to  be  found  no  other  Prince  in  this  part 
of  the  world  fo  towards  and  forward  as  the  Duke,  to- 
wards whom  they  in  diftrefle  may  turn  their  eyes. 
Wee  do  plainly  fee  in  the  moft  countries  of  Chriften- 
dome  fo  unfound  and  fhaken  an  eftate,  as  defireth  the 
fadp  of  fome  great  perfon,  to  fet  together  ami  join 
again  the  pieces  afonder  and  out  of  joint    Whendbre 

*  the  preemption  is  great,  that  if  this  Prince  commiie 
this  his  courfe,  he  is  likely  to  become  a  mighty  poeen- 
tttt :  for  one  enterpryfe  failing,  other  will  be  offered, 
m&  ftill  men  evil  at  eafe,  and  defirous  of  a  head  and 
Captaine,  will  run  to  him  that  is  fitteft  to  receive 
them.  Befides,  the  French  defirous  to  fliake  off  the  ci- 
vil warres,  muft  needs  attempt  fome  what  abroad.  This 
Duke  firft  had  intelligence  with  the  Count  Ludwic  in 
King  Charles  %  days,  and  an  enterpryfe  to  efcape  from 
the  Court,  and  in  this  King's  time  joined  with  them  of 
the  religion  and  malcontents:    after  was  carried'  againft 

*  thtm  feeketh  the  marriage  with  her  Majefty  fo  mighty  a 

Princefs, 
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Pined*,   as  it  were  to  marry  might  with  his  a&ivity. 

He  hath  had  prafiyfc  in  Germany  to  be  created  King  of 
Ramans,  made  a  fbddain  voyage  with  great  expedition 
into  the  Lowe  Countries,  now  is  there  againe  with  better 
facccfle  then  fo  (boo  was  looked  for. 
j^«*r.  The  King  of  Spain*,  Philip  fbnne  to  Charles  the  Fift, 
about  fixty  yercs  of  age;  a  Prince  of  great  underftand- 
ing,  fnbtle  and  afpiriog,  diligent  and  crocl.  This  King 
rfpeciallk  hath  made  hk  benefit  of  die  time,  where  his 
laft  attempt  on  Portugal  deferveth  exa&  confidential 
thereby  as  by  the  workmanfhip  to  know  the  mailer. 

The  firft  fiiccefle  he  had  was  at  St  fguintin,  whew 
he  got  a  notable  hand  of  the  French-,  he  fought  to  re- 
duce the  Lowe  Countries  to  an  abfolute  fubje&on. 

He  hath  kept  Fr#o^f  in  continual  broile,  where,  by  his 
penfions  and  the  favour  of  the  houfe  of Gut  ft,  by  meanes 
of  the  Queen  mother  in  contemplation  of  her  nieces, 
he  beareth  great  fway.  With  the  Pope  he  is  fo  linked, 
as  he  may  do  what  him  lift,  and  difpofc  of  that  autho- 
rise to  ferve  his  purpofes.  As  he  has  gotten  great  authori- 
se in  pretending  to  protect  the  Church  and  Religion- 

He  poflefleth  the  one  half  of  Italye,  comprehending 
Sicily  and  Sardinia,  with  Naples  and  Milan ;  the  which 
eftates  do  yield  him  little  other  profit,  fave  the  mainte- 
nance of  fb  many  Spanyards  as  he  keepeth  there  al~ 
wayes. 

The  Duke  of  Florence  relyeth  greatly  upon  him,  as 
well  In  refpeft  of  the  ftate  of  Syena,  as  of  the  portes  he 
holdeth,  and  of  his  greatnefk  Lucca  is  under  his  pro- 
legion.     Genoa,  the  one  fa&ion  at  his  devotion,   with 

their 
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their  gallics:  at  his  pcnfion  is  mod  of  the  greateft 
there. 

Befidcs  the  Lowe  Countries,  he  holdeth  the  Francbe 
Comt£,  die  belt  ufed  of  all  his  fubjeds,  and  Luxem- 
bourg* i  the  Weft-Indiei  furnifh  him  gold  and  filvcr,  the 
which  he  confumeth  in  the  warres  of  the  Lowe  Goun- 
tries,  and  in  penfions,  and  is  greatly  indebted,  while  he 
worketh  on  the  foundation  his  father  laid,  to  ere&  a 
monarchic,  the  which  if  he  fucceed  in  the  conqueft  of 
Portugal,  he  is  lykely  to  atchieve,  unlefs  dtath  doe  cut 
him  off. 

He  hath  one  fonne  of  the  yeres  of  five  by  his  laft  wife, 
two  daughters  by  the  French  King's  fitter,  two  bafe 
ibnnes. 

He  hath  greatly  fought  the  marriage  of  the  Queen's 
daughter  of  Fraunce,  lifter  to  his  laft  wife,  and  cofen 
Germain  removed 

His  revenues  are  reckoned  to  amount  to  fixfeen  mil-  n,  Turb  r#- 

Kong.  vtntmstrt 

$  bought  to  he 

The  chief  in  credit  with  him  of  martial  men  and  for  t?**iwitb  bit. 
Council  are, 

He  maketh  account  to  have  in  continual  pay  50000 
foildiers. 

He  maintaineth  gallics  to  the  number  of  140,  where- 
of there  are  60  in  Portugal,  the  reft  are  at  Naples, 
and  other  places.    Now  is  on  league  with  the  Turk. 

D.  Antonio,  eleft  King  of  Portugal,  thruft  out  by  the/V/*/*/ 
King  of  Spaine,  of  forty  five  yeres  of  age,  a  mild  Q>iritf 
fober  andbdifcreet :  he  is  now  in  Fraunce,  where  he  hath 
levyed  foldiers,  whereof  part  are  embarked,  hoping  by 
the  favour  of  that  King,  and  the  good  will  the  Portu- 
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gals  do  bear  him,  to  be  rcftored  againe.  He  holdeth 
the  forges,  and  the  Eajl-Indians  yet  remain  well  afieded 
to  him,  a  cafe  of  it  felf  deferving  the  confidering  and  re- 
lief of  all  other  Princes.  Befides  inhisperfon,  his  election 
to  be  noted  with  the  tytle  he  claimeth  very  •  Angular, 
and  feldom  the  like  feene,  being  chofen  of  all  the  peo- 
ple ;  the  great  daungers  he  hath  efcaped  likewife  a*  fora- 
dry  times. 

PiUnd.  The  King  of  'Poland,   Stephen  Batoaye,   a  Baron  of 

Hungary,  by  the  favour  of  the  Turke  chofen  King  of  the 
Pollacks,  after  the  efcape  made  by  the  French  King;  a 
Prince  of  the  greateft  value  and  courage  of  any  at  this 
day,  of  competent  yeres,  fufficient  wifdom,  the  which 
he  hath  (hewed  in  the  fiege  of  Danjkey  and  the- wants 
wkh  the  Mufcovite. 

The  Hungarians  could  be  content  to  exchange  the 
Emperor  for  him.  The  Bohemians  likewife  wifh  him 
in  the  ftead  of  the  other.  He  were  like  to  attain  to  the 
Empire,  were  there  not  that  mortal  enmity  between 
thofe  two  nations  as  could  not  agree  in  one  fubjedtion. 

Streight  upon  his  election  he  married  the  Infant '  ef 
Poland\  fomewhat  in  yeres  and  crooked,  only  to  con- 
tent the  Pollacks,  but  never  companied  with  her.  He 
doth  tolerate  there  all  religions,  himfelfe  heareth  the 
maffe,  but  is  not  thought  to  be  a  Papift:  he  had  a  great 
part  of  hiseducation  in  Hurky,  after  ferved  the  laft  Em- 
perour. 

Biwmsrk.  Fredericke  the  fecond,   of  forty  eight  yeres,  King  of 

Denmark  and  Norway ;   his  Wife  Sophia,  daughter  to 

Vlricbe  Duke  of  Mechekbourge,   by  whomc  he  hath  fa 

1  **    children 
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Five  daughters  of  Guftavus. 

Katberine  marryed  to  the  Earl  of  Eaji-Fryfeland. 

Anne  to  one  of  the  Pal/graves. 

Cicylia  to  the  Marquis  of  Baden. 

Sophia  to  the  Duke  of  inferior  Saxonie. 

Elizabeth  to  the  Duke  of  Mecleburg. 

This  Prince  is  of  no  great  force  nor  wealth,  but  of 
late  hath  encreafed  his  navigation  by  reafon  of  the 
warres  between  him  and  the  Dane,  the  which,  the 
wanes  ceafing>  they  hardly  maintained 
jtiu/enj.  The  Mufcovite  Emperor  of  Rujftay  John  BaJHJ,  o£ 
threefcore  yeres  of  age,  in  league  and  amitie  with  no 
Prince  |  alwayes  at  warres  with  the  %artariam%  and 
now  with  the.  Pollake. 

He  is  advifed  by  noe  Council,  but  governeth  altoge- 
ther like  a  tyrant.  He  hath  one  fonne  of  thirty  yeres  of 
age.  Not  long  fithence  this  Prince  depofed  himfelf,  and 
fet  in  his  place  a  fartare^  whom  he  removed  againe. 
Of  late  fent  an  Ambaflador  to  Rome,  giving  fome  hope 
to  fubrnit  himfelf  to  that  fee.  Their  religion  is  neareft 
tl»e  Greek  Church,  full  of  fuperilition  and  idolatrip* 
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State  Pieces  in  the  Reign  of  King 
JAMES. 

A  Proclamation    drawne  for  his  Mqjefiys 
firfl  coming  iny  prepared,  but  not  ufed. 

HAVING  great  caufe  at  this  time  to  be  moved 
with  diverfitye  of  affedtions,  wee  doe  in  firft 
place  condole  with  all  our  loving  fubje&s  of  England* 
for  the  lofle  of  their  £b  vertuous  and  excellent  Queen: 
being  a  Prince  that  we  alwaies  found  a  dear  fitter,  yea  a 
mother  to  our  felf  in  many  her  actions  and  advifes.  A 
Mnce  whom  we  hold  and  behold  as  an  excellent  pat- 
tern and  example  to  imitate  in  many  her  royal  vermes 
and  parts  of  government,  and  a  Prince  whofe  daies  wee. 
could  have  wifhed  to  have  been  prolonged  5  wee  reporting 
our  felves  not  only  to  the  testimony  of  our  royal  heart,  but 
to  the  judgment  of  all  the  world,  whether  there  ever 
appeared  in  us  any  ambitious  or  impatient  defire  to  pre- 
vent God's  appointed  time.  Neither  are  we  fo  partial 
to  our  own  honour,  but  that  wee  do  in  great  part  afcribe 
this  our  moft  peaceable  and  quiet  entrance  and  coming 
to  thofe  our  crownes,  next  under  the  bleffing  of  al- 
mighty God,  and  our  undoubted  right  to  the  fruite  of 
her  Majefty's  peaceable  and  quiet  government,  accuftom- 
ing  the  people  to  all  loyalty  and  obedience.  As  for 
that  which  concerneth  our  fdvcs,   we  would  have  all 
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our  loving  fubje&s  know,  that  we  do  not  take  fo  much 
gkctoefs  i&jid  contentment  /m  the  devolving.. of  thefe 
kingdoms  unto  our  royal  perfcn,  for  anie  ^addition*  or* 
encreafe  of  glory,  power  or  riches,  as  in  this,  that  it  is 
lb  manifeft  an  evidence  unto  us  (efpecially  tihe  manner 
of  it  considered)  that  wee  ftand  (though  unworthy)  in 
God's  favour,  who  hath  put  more  meanes  into  our 
hands  ta  reward  our  friends  and  fervants,  and  to  pardon 
and  obliterate  injuries,  and  to  comfort  and  relieve  the 
hearts  and  eftates  of  our  people  and  loving  fubje<fts,  and 
chiefly  to  advance  the  holy  religion  and  church  of  al- 
mighty Cod,  and  to  deferve  well  of  the  Chriftian  Coito- 
t  monwealth*    And  more  efpecially  we  cannot  but  grata- 

late  and  rejoice. in  this  one  point,  that  it  hath  pleafed 
God  to  make  us  the  instrument,  and,  as  it  were,  the  cor- 
ner ftope,  to  unite  thefe  two  mighty  and  warlike  nati- 
ons; of  England .  and  Scotland  into  one  kingdom.  For 
although  thefe  two  nations  are  fcituate  upon  the  conti- 
nent of  one  ifland,  and  are  undivided  either  by  feas  or 
mountains,  or  by  diverfitye  of  language;  and  although  our 
neighbour  kingdomes  of  Spaine  and  Fraunce  have  alrea- 
dy had  the  happinefs  to  be  reunited  in  the  ieveral  mem- 
bers of  thofe  kingdoms  formerly  disjoined ;  yet  in  this 
ifland  it  appeareth  not  in  the  records  of  any  true  hifto- 
xy,  no  nor  fcarcely  in  the  conceipt  of  any  fabulous  nar- 
ration or  tradition,  that  this  whole  ifland  of  Great  Brit- 
tany was  ever  united  under  one  fovereign  Prince  before 
.this  day.  Which  as  we  cannot  but  take  as  a  Angular  ho- 
nour and  favour  of  God  unto  our  felves :  fo  wee  may 
conceive  good  hope  that  the  kingdoms  of  Chrijlendom 
Handing  diitributed  and  counterpoifed,   as  by  -this  laft 

union 
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union  they  now  arc;  it  will  be  a  foundation  of  the  uni- 
versal peace  of  all  chriftian  Princes,  and  that  now 
the  ftrife  that  fhall  remaine  between  them,  fhall  be  but 
an  emulation  who  lhall  governe  befti  and  moft  to  the 
weal  and  good  of  his  people. 

Another  great  caufe  of  our  juft  rejoicing  is,    the  allu- 
red hope  that  wee  conceive,  that  whereas  our  kingdome 
of  Ireland  hath  been  fo  long  tyme  torne  and  affli&ed 
with  the  miferies  of  warres,  die  making  and  profecuting 
of  which  warres  hath  coft  fuch  an  infinite  dfeafe  of 
blood  and  treafure  of  our  realme  of  England,  to  be  fpilt 
and  confumed  thereupon,    wee  fhall  be   able,   through 
<5od's  favour  and  affiftance,  to, put  a  fpeedy  and  an  ho- 
nourable end  to  thofe  warres.    And  it  is  our  princely  de- 
figne  and  full  purpofe  and  refolution,  not  only  to  reduce 
that  nation  from  their  rebellion  and  revolt,  but  alfo  to 
nclayme  them  from  their  barbarous  manners,  to  juffice 
and  the  fear  of  God;  and  to  populate,  plant,  and  make 
civil  all  the  provinces  in  that  kingdom,   which  alfo  be- 
ing an  a&ion  that  not   any  of  our  noble  progenitors, 
Kings  of  England,  hath  ever  had  the  happinefs  through- 
ly to   profecute  and  accomplifh,    we  take  fo  much  to 
heart  as  we  are  perfwaded  it  is  one  of  the  chief  caufes 
for  the  which  God  hath  brought  us   to  the  Imperial 
crowne  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

Further,  we  cannot  but  take  great  comfort  in  the 
ftate  and  correfpondence  which  we  now  ftand  in  of 
peace  and  unity  with  all  chriftian  Princes,  and  other- 
wife,  of  quietnefs  and  obedience  of  our  own  people  at 
home:  whereby  wee  fhall  not  need  to  expofe  that  our 
kingdom,  of  England  to  any  quarrel  or  warre,  but  ra*» 
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thcr  bit*  occafion  to  preferve  them  in  peace  arid  tola* 
quility,  aild  openefs  df  trade  with  all  foreign  na- 
liohs. 

Ltftty  and  principally,  wee  cannot  but  take  unfpeakar 
ble  comfort  in  the  great  and  wonderful  confeot  and  uni- 
ty, joic  and  alacrity,  wherewith  our  loving  fubjed*  of 
our  kingdom  of  England  have  received  and  ackaow- 
loctyMl  us  their  natural  and  lawful  King  and  Governor, 
according  to  our  moft  ckare  and  undoubted  right,  in  fo 
quiet  and  fettled  manlier ,  as  if  we  had  been  long  agoc 
declared  and  cftablifhed  fucceflbr,  and  had  taken  all  mens 
oathes  and  homages ;  greater  and  more  perfed  unity  and 
rtfldinefs  coukl  not  have  been :  for  considering  with  our 
fetves,  that  notwithftanding  difference  of  religion,  or  any 
other  faction,  and  notwithftanding  our  abfence  £o  ftr 
off,  and  notwithftanding  the  fparing  and  refcrved  com- 
municating of  one  another's  minds:  yet  all  our  loving 
fubje&s  met  in  one  thought  and  voice,  without  any  die 
leaft  difturbance  or  interruption,  yea,  hesitation  or  doubt- 
fulnefs,  or  any  fhew  thereof;  we  cannot  but  acknow- 
ledge it  is  a  great  work  of  God,  who  hath  an  immedi- 
ate and  extraordinary  direction  in  the  difpofing  of  king- 
doms and  flows  of  peoples  hearts. 

Wherefore  after  our  moft  humble  and  devout  thanks  ft) 
almighty  God,  by  whom  Kings  reigne,  who  hath  cfta- 
blifhed us  King  and  governor  of  thefe  kingdoms;  wee 
return  our  hearty  and  affectionate  thanks  unto  the  Locfk 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  the  Knights  and  Gentlemen,  die 
Citties  and  Towns,  and  generally  unto  our  Commons, 
and  all  eftates  and  degrees  of  that  our  kingdom  of  En- 
gland, for  their  fo  acceptable  firft  fruits  of  their  obedi- 
ence 
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cade  and  loyalties  offered  and  performed  in  ctor  ^kfence; 
much  commending  the  great  wifdom,  oeuragd,  and 
watchfulnefs  ufed  by  the  Peers  of  that  our  kingdom 
/according  to  the  nobility  of  their  bloods  and  lineages, 
many  of  them  mingled  with  the  blood  royal :  and  diem. 
ion  in  nature  affectionate  to  their  rightful  King.)  And 
Jikcwifc  of  the  Councillors  of  the  late  Queen  according 
to  their  gravity  and  oath,  and  the  fpirit  of  their  g&od 
ttiftrefle  (now  a  glorious  Saint  in  Heaven)  in  carrying 
ami  ordering  our  affairs  with  that  fidelity,  moderation, 
-sad  confent,  which  in?  them  hath  welt  appeared*  and 
*]4b  the  great  redinefs,  concord  and  eheerfttnefb  in  the 
principal  Knights  and  Gentlemen  of  feveral  countries, 
with  the  head  officers  of  great  cktfes,  corporations  and 
towns :  and  do  take  knowledge  by  name  of  the  redinefs 
jmd  good  zealie  of  that  our  chiefeft  and  moft  famous 
citty,  the  citty  of  London -,  the  chamber  of  that  our 
-kkgdbm :  affuring  them,  that  we  will  be  unto  that  cit- 
ty by  all  meanes  of  confirming  and  encreafing  their  hap- 
py and  welthy  eftatc,  not  only  a  juft  and  gracious  fo- 
4Wfiign  Lord  and  Kingr  but  a  fpecM  and  bountiful  pa- 
~tam  and  bcnefa&or. 

-  And  we  on  our  part,  as  well  »  remuneration  of  all 
4hek  loyal  and  loving  affe&kms,  as  in  difcharge  of  our 
princely  office,  do  promife  and  aflure  them,  that  is  all 
manner  of  eftates  have  concurred  and  contented  in  their 
duty  and  zeale  towards  us,  (o  it  (hall  be  our  continual 
care  and  refolution  to  preferve  and  maintain  every  fe- 
veral eftate  in  a  happy  and  flourifhing  condition,  with- 
out confufion  or  overgrowing  of  any  one  to  the  preju- 
dice,  difcontentment,    or  difcouragement  of  the  reft; 

R  r  and 


306  State  Pieces  in  the 

and  generally  in  all  eftates  wee  hope  God  will  ftrengthen 
and  aflift  us,  not  only  to  extirpate  all  grofle  and  notori*- 
©us  abufes,  and  corruptions  of  fimonys,  briberies,  ex- 
tortions, exactions,  oppreflions,  vexations,  burdenfome 
payments,  and  overcharges,  and  the  like :  but  further 
to  extend  our  princely  care  to  the  fupply  of  the  very 
negleds  and  omiffions  of  any  thing  that  may  tend  to 
the  good  of  our  people:  So  that  every  place  and  fervice 
that  is  fit  for  the  honour  or  good  of  the  Commonwealth 
(hall  be  filled,  and  no  man's  vertue  left  idle,  unimploy- 
ed,  or  unrewarded;  and  every  good  ordinance  and  con- 
.  ftitution,  for  the  amendment  of  the  eftate  and  tymes,  be 
revived  and  put  in  execution. 

In  the  mean  tyme  minding  by  God's  Leave  (all  delay 
fet  apart)  to  comfort  and  fecure  our  loving  fubje&s  in 
our  Kingdom  of  England  by  our  perfonal  prefence  there, 
we  require  all  our  loving  fubjedts  joyfully  to  expett  the 
fame:  And  yet  fo,  as  we  fignifie  our  will  and  plear 
fure  to  be,  that  all  fuch  ceremonys  and  preparations  as 
(hall  be  made  and  ufed  to  do  us  honour,,  or  to  exprefs 
gratulation,  be  rather  comely  and  orderly,  then  fump- 
tuous  and  glorious;  and  for  the  expreffing  of  Magnifi- 
cence, that  it  be  rather  imployed  and  beftowed  upon  the 
funeral  of  the  late  Queene,  to  whofe  memory  we  arc 
of  opinion  too  much  honour  cannot  be  done  or  pel- 
formed. 
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A  draught  of  a  Proclamation  touching  his 
Majeftys  ftyle  iio  Ja<?*bi. 

» 

AS  it  is  a  manyfeft  token,  or  ratter  a  fubftantial 
effeft  of  the  wrath  and  indignation  of  God,  when 
Kingdomes  are  rent  and  divided,  which  have  formerly 
been  entire  and  united  under  one  Monarch  and  Gover- 
nour;  fo  on  the  contrary  parte,  when  it  (hall  pleafc 
the  Almighty  (by  whom  Kings  reign  as  his  Deputies  and 
Lieutenants)  to  enlarge  his  commiflions  of  empire  and 
foveraignty,  and  to  commit  thofe  nations  to  one  King 
to  governe,  which  he  had  formerly  committed  to  feve- 
ral  Kings,  it  is  an  evident  argument  of  his  great  favour 
both  upon  King  and  upon  people ;  upon  the  King,  in 
as  much  as  he  may  with  comfort  conceive  that  he  is 
one  of  thofe  fervants  to  whom  it  was  faid,  Thou  haft 
been  faithful  in  the  lefs,  I  will  make  thee  Lord  of  more ; 
upon  the  people,  becaufe  the  greatnefs  of  kingdoms  and 
dominions,  efpecially  not  being  fcattered  but  adjacent 
and  compact,  doth  ever  bring  with  it  greater  fecurity 
from  outward  enemyes,  and  greater  freedom  from  in- 
ward burdens,  unto  both  which  people  under  petty  and 
weake  eftates  are  more  expofed:  which  fo  happy 
fruit  of  the  union  of  kingdoms  is  chiefly  to  be  under- 
ftood,  when  fuch  conjundtion  or  augmentation  is  not 
wrought  by  conqueft  and  violence,  or  by  padte  and  fub- 
miflion,  but  by  the  law  of  nature  and  hereditary  de- 
scent ;    for  in  conqueft  it  is  commonly  feen,    although 
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the  bulke  and  quantity  of  territory  be  encreafed,   yet 
the  ftrength  of  kingdoms  is  diminiflied,  as  well  by  the 
wafting  of  the  forces  of  both  parts  m  the  conflid,   as 
by  the   evil  coherence  of  the   nation   conquering  and 
conquered,    the  one  being  apt  to  be  infolent,  and  the 
other  difcontent;    and  fo  both  full  of  jealoufies  and  dif- 
cord.    And  where  countrys  are  annexed  onely  by  ad 
of  eftates  and  fubmiffions,  fuch  fubmiffions  are  common- 
ly grounded  upon  fear,    which  is  no  good  author  of 
continuance,  befides  the  quarrels  and  revolts  which  do 
enfue  upon  conditional  and  articulate  fubje&ions :    But 
when  the  lynes  of  two  kingdoms  do  meet  in  the  per- 
fon  of  one  Monarch,    as  in  a  true  point  or  perfe&  an- 
gle ;   and  that  from  marriage  (which  is  the  firft  con- 
junction in  humane  fociety)  there  (hall  proceed  one  in- 
heritor in  blood  to  feveral  kingdoms,    whereby  they  are 
actually  united  and  incorporate  under  one  head ;   it  is 
the  worke  of  God  and  nature,  whereunto  the  works  of 
force  and  policy  cannot  attaine ;  and  it  is  that  which  hath 
not  in  it  felfe  any  manner  of  feeds  of  difcord  or  difunion, 
other  then  fuch  as  envy  and  malignity  {hall  fowe,   aad 
which  groundeth  an  union,  not  onely  indiflblubk,    but 
alfo  moft  comfortable  and  happy  amongft  the  people. 
Wee  therefore  in  all  humblenefs  acknowledge,  that  it  is 
the  great  and  bleffed  worke   of  Almighty  God,   that 
thefe  two  antient  and  mighty  realms  of  England  and 
Scotland,  which  by  nature  have  no  true  but  an  imaginary 
feparation,  being  both  fituate  and  comprehended  in  one 
moft  famous  and  renowned  ifland  of  Great  Britainy, 
compared  by  the  ocean  without  any  mountains,  leas, 
or  other  boundaries  of  nature,   to  make  any  partition, 
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wall  or  trench  between  them,  and  being  alio  exempted 
from  the  firft  curfe  of  difunion  ,  which  was  the  confu- 
fion  of  tongues,  and  being  people  of  a  like  conftitution 
of  mind  and  body,    especially  in  warlike  prowefs  and 
difpofnion :    and  yet  neverthelefs  have  in  fo  many  ages 
been  disjoyned  under  feveral  Kings  and  governors,   are 
now  at  the  laft  by  right  inherent  in  the  conuxture  of 
our  blood,  united  in  <pur  perfon  and  generation,  where- 
in it  hath  pleaied  God  to  anoint  us  with  the  oyle  of  giad- 
aefs  and  gratulation  above  our  progenitors,  Kings  of  ei- 
ther nation.      Neither  can  we  fufficiently  contemplate 
and  behold  the  paffages,  degrees  and  infinuations,  where- 
by  it  hath  pleaied  the  eternal  God  (to  whom  all  his 
workes  are  from  the  beginning  knowne  and  prefente)  to 
open  and  prepare  a  way  to  this  excellent  worke;  having 
firft  ordained  that  botli  Nations  fhould  be  knytte  in  one 
true  and  reformed  religion,  which  is  the  perfedteft band 
of  all  unity  and  union ;    and  fccondly,  that  there  fhould 
prececd  fo  long  a  peace  continued  between  the  nations 
for   fo  many  years  laft  pafled,    whereby  all  feeds  and 
fparks  of  ancient  difcord   have  been   laid  afleep,    and 
grown  to  an  obliteration  and  oblivion;   and  laftly,  that 
our  fclves  in  the  true  meafure  of  our  affections,   fhould 
have  fo  juft  cauie  to  imbrace  both  nations  with  equal 
and  indifferent  love  and  inclination,    inafmuch  as  our 
birth  and  the  pafling  of  the  firft  part  of  our  age  hath 
been  in  the  one  nation,  and  our  principal  feat  and  manfion, 
and  the  pafling  of  the  latter  part  of  our  days  is  like  to 
be  in  the  other.  Which  our  equal  and  upright  holding  of 
the  ballance  between  both  nations,    being  the  higheft 
point  of   all   others  in  our   diftributive  juftice,    we 
1  give 
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give  the  world  to  know,  that  we  are  conftantly  refolved 
to  preferve  inviolate  againft  all  emulations  and  partiali- 
ties, not  making  any  difference  at  all  between  the  fub- 
jedts  of  either  nation,  in  affe&ion,  honours,  favours, 
guifts,  employments,  confidences,  or  the  like;  but  one- 
iy  fuch  as  the  true  diftinftions  of  the  perfons,  being  ca- 
pable or  not  capable,  fit  or  not  fit,  acquainted  with  af- 
faires or  not  acquainted  with  affaires,  needing  our 
princely  bounty  or  not  needing  the  fame,  approved  to 
us  by  our  experience  or  not  approved,  meriting  or  not 
meriting,  and  the  feveral  degrees  of  thefe  and  the  like 
conditions  fhall  in  right  reafon  tye  us  unto,  without  any 
manner  of  regard  to  the  country  in  it  felfe,  to  the  end 
that  they  .may  well  perceive,  that  in  our  mind  and  ap- 
prehenfion  they  are  all  one  and  the  fame  nation;  and 
that  our  heart  is  truly  placed  in  the  center  of  govern- 
ment, from  whence  all  lynes  to  the  circumference  are  equal 
and  of  one  fpace  and  diftance.  But  for  the  further  ad- 
Yanceing  and  perfecting  of  this  worke,  we  have  taken 
into  our  princely  care  and  cogitations,  what  it  is  that 
may  appertain  to  our  owne  imperial  power,  right,  and 
authority;  and  what  requireth  votes  and  aflents  of  our 
parliaments  or  eftates;  and  again,  what  may  prefently 
be  done,  and  what  muft  be  left  to  further  time,  that 
our  proceeding  may  be  void  of  all  inconvenience  and  in- 
formality ;  wherein  by  the  example  of  almighty  God, 
who  is  accuftomed  to  begin  all  his  great  works  and  de- 
fignments  by  alterations  or  impofitions  of  names,  as 
the  fitted  meanes  to  imprint  in  the  hearts  of  people  a 
character  and  expe&ation  of  that  which  is  to  follow. 
We  have  thought  good  to  withdraw  and  difcontinue  the 
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divided  names  of  England  and  Scotland  out  of  our  regal 
ftile  and  title,    and  to  ufe  in  place  of  them  the  com- 
mon and  contra&ed  name  of  Great  Brit  any ;    not  upon 
any  vaine  glory,  whereof  we  perfuade  our  felves  our 
adlions  doe  fufficiently  free  us  in  the  judgment  of  all  the 
world:    And  if  any  fuch  humor  fhould  reign  in  us,  it 
were  better  fatisfied  by  length  of  ftile,  and  enumeration 
of  kingdoms ;    but  only   as  a  fit  (ignification  of  that 
which  is  already  done,  and  a  fignificant  prefiguration  of 
that  which  we  further  intend ;    for  as  in  giveing  names 
to  natural  perfons,  it  is  ufed  to  impofe  them  in  infancy, 
and  not  to  flay  till  fulnefs  of  growth ;   fo  it  feemed  to 
us  not  unfeafonable  to  bring  in  further  ufe  this  name  at 
the  firft,  and  to  proceed  with  the  more  fubftantial  points 
of  the  union  after,    as  faft  and  as  far  as  the  common 
good  of  both  the  realms  fhould  permit,  efpecially  confi- 
dering  the  name  of  Brit  any  was  no  coyned  or  new  de- 
viled or  affeded  name  at  pleafure,  but  the  true  and  an- 
cient name  which  God  and  time  hath  impofed,  extant* 
and   received  in    hiftories,    in  cards,   and  in  ordinary 
fpeech  and  writing,  where  the  whole  ifland  is  meant  to 
be  denominate,  fo  as  it  is  not  accompanied  with  fo  much 
as  any  ftrangenefs  in  common  fpeech.    And  although  we 
never  doubted,    neither  ever  heard  that  any  other  pre* 
famed  to  doubt,    but  that  the  forme  and  tenor  of  our 
regal  ftile  and   title,    and  the  delineation  of  the  fame, 
did  only  and  wholly  of  meer  right  appertaine  to  our 
fopreame  and  abfolute  prerogative  to  exprefs  the  fame, 
in  fueh  words  or  fort,  as  feemed  good  to  our  royal  plea- 
fiire :    Yet  becaufe  we  were  to  have  the  advice  and  af- 
fcnt  of  our  parliament  concerning  other  points  of  the 
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union,   we  were  pleafed  our  faid  Parliament  fhould,  a- 
mongft  the  reft,  take  alfo  the  fame  into  their  confident- 
tion.    But  finding  by  the  grave  opinion  of  our  Judges, 
who  are  the  interpreters  of  our  laws,  that  in  cafe  that 
alteration  of  ftyle  which  feemed  to  us  but  verbal,  fhould 
be  eftablifhed  and  enaded  by  Parliament,  it  might  in* 
volve  by  implycation  and  confequence,  not  onely  a  more 
prefent  alteration,    but  alfo  a  further  innovation  then  we 
any  wayes  intended :   or  at  leaft  might  be  fubjedfc  to  fome 
colourable  fcruple  of  fuch  a  perilous  conftrudtion,  we  reft- 
ed  well  fatisfied  to  refpit  the  fame,  as  to  require  it  by 
aft  of  parliament.     But  being  ftill  refolved  and  fixed 
that  it  may  conduce  towards  this  happy  end  of  the  bet* 
ter  uniting  of  the  nations,  we  have  thought  good  by  the 
advice  of  our  Council  to  take  the  fame  upon  us  by  our 
proclamation,  being  a  courfe  fafe  and  free  from  any  of 
the  perils  or  fcruples  aforefaid*    And  therefore  we  do 
by  thefe  prefents,  publifh,  proclaim,  and  afiiime  to  our 
felves  from  henceforth,  according  to  our  undoubted  right, 
the  ftile  and  title  of  King  of  Great  Britany,  France, 
and  Ireland^  and  otherwife  as  followeth  in  our  ftile  for- 
merly  ufed.     And  we  doe  hereby  ftraightly  charge  and 
command  our  Chancellour,  and  all  fuch  as  have  the  ci** 
ftody  of  any  of  our  feals;  and  all  other  our  officers  and 
fubjo&s  whatfoever,  to  whom,  it  may  in  any  wife  apper- 
tauie,  that  from  henceforth  in  all  commiffions,  patents* 
writs,  procefies,  grants,  records,  inftruments,  knpreflions, 
fermons,  and  all  other  writings  and  fpeeches  whatfoever, 
wherein  our  ftile  is  ufed  to  be  fet  forth  or  recited,  that 
our  faid  ftile,  as  is  before  by  thefe  prefents  declared  aad 
prefcribed*  be  onely  ufed,  and  no  other.    And  becaufe 

we 
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we  do  but  now  declare,  that  which  in  truth  was  before 
our  will  and  pleafure,  is,  that  in  the  computation  of  our 
reign,    as  to  all  writings  or  inftruments  hereafter  to  be 
made,   the  fame  computation  be  taken  and  made,  as  if 
we  had  taken  upon  us  the  ftile  aforefaid  immediately  af- 
ter the  deceafe  of  our  late  dear  fifter.     And  we  do  noti- 
fic  to  all  our  fubje&s,   that  if  any  perfon,  of  what  de- 
gree or  condition  foever  he  be,  (hall  impugne  our  laid 
ftile,  or  derogate  and  detract  from  the  fame  by  any  ar- 
maments, fpeeches  words  or  otherwife ;  we  {hall  proceed 
tigai&ft  him,  as  againft  an  offender  againft  our  crowne 
-ttfed  dignity  ,    and  a  difturber  of  the  quiet  and  peace  of 
♦our  Kingdom,    according  to  the  utmoft  feverity  of  our 
*1#W6  in  that  behalfe.     Neverthelefs  our  meaning  is  not 
that  where  in  any  writ,  pleading,    or  other  record,  wri- 
ting, inftrument  or  fpeech,   it  hath  been  ufed  for  men- 
-tioh  to  be  made  of  England,  or  the  realm  of  England, 
br  any  other  word  or  words  derived  from  the  fame; 
4*nd   not  of  our  whole  and  entire  ftile  and  title,   that 
therein  any  alteration  at  all  be  ufed  by  pretext  of  this 
our  proclamation,   which  we  intend  to  take  place  onely 
•  tfhere  our  whole  ftile  fhall  be  recited,  and  not  other- 
wife  ;    and  in  the  other  cafes  the  ancient  forme  to  be 
ufed  and  obferved. 


S  {  The 
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The  moft  humble  Certificate  or  Retttrne  of  the 
Ctmmijfioners  of  Enjsfan^  and  Scotland,  au- 
thor tfed  to  treat  of  an  Union  for  the  Weak  of 
both  RealmeS)  i  Jac.  I. 


WEE  the  CommiffioBerg  for  England  and  Scot- 
land refpeftively  named  and  appointed,  k  all 
feumUend*  doe  figpifye  to  his  raoft  excellent  Majeftie,  and 
*o  the  moft  honourable  high  Courts  of  Parliament  a£  both 
reahaes,  that  we  haw  a&mbled  our  felves,  confuted  and 
treated  according  to  the  nature  and  limits  of  our  con- 
f&iflioQ ;  and  for  as  much  as  we  doe  find  that  hardjy 
within  the  memory  of  all  times,  or  within  the  compafs 
of  the  anivecial  wodd,  there  can  be  fbewed  jfocth  a  &t 
example  or  prefident  of  the  worke  we  have  in  hand  con- 
curring in  all  points  material,  we  thought  our  felves  Jo 
much  the  more  bound  to  refort  to  the  infallible  and  ori- 
ginal grounds  ©f  nature  and  common  reafon,  and  freeing 
our  felves  from  the  leading  or  mifleading  of  examples. 
Ho  infift  and  fix  our  conficbrationa  upon  the  individual 
bufmefs  in  hand,  without  wandring  or  dHcourfes.  It 
feemed  therefore  unto  us  a  matter  demonftrative  by  the 
light  of  reafon,  that  we  were  in  firft  place  to  begin  with 
the  remotion  and  abolition  of  all  manner  hoftile,  en- 
vious, or  maligne  laws  on  either  fide,  being  in  them- 
felves  mere  temporary,  and  now  by  time  become  dire&ly 
contrary  to  our  prefent  moft  happy  eftate ;  which  laws,  as 
they  are  already  dead  in  force  and  vigor,  fo  we  thought 

fit 
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fit  now  to  wifh  them  buried  in  obtrrion;   that  by  the 
utter  extinguishment  of  the  memory  of  di&ords.  paft,  we 
may  avoid  all  feeds  of  relapfe  into  difcords  to  come: 
Secondly,  as  matter  of  nature  not  unlike  the  former, 
we  entered  into  confideration  of  fuch  limhanye  conflhu- 
tions  as  ferved  but  for  to  obtaine  a  forme  of  juftice  be- 
tween fiibje&s  under  feveral  Monarchy   and  did  in  the 
wry  grounds  and  motives  of  them  prefnppofe  incurfions, 
and  intermixture  of  lioftititye :  All  which  occafions,  as 
they  are  in  themfelves  now  vani&ed  and  done  away,  fo  we 
wMh  the  abolition  and  ce&tion  thereof  to  be  declared- 
Thirdly,  for  fo  much  as  the  principal  degree  to  union  is 
communion  and  participation  af  mutual  commodityes 
and  benefits*  k  appeared  to  us  to  folk**  next  m  order, 
that  the  commerce  between  both  nations  be  fet  open  and 
fixe,   foe  as  the  comraodityes  and  provifions  of  either 
may  pais  and  flow  to  and  fro,  without  any  flops  or  ob- 
ftru&ions  into  the  veines  of  the  whole  body,   for  the 
better  fomentation  and  comfort  of  all  the  parts :  with  cau- 
tion nevertheless,  that  the  vita)  newidwwent  be  not  fe 
drawne  into  one  part,  as  it  may  endanger  a  confumpri- 
on  and  withering  of  the  other.     Fourthly,   after  the 
communion  and  participation  by  commerce,  which  can. 
attend  but  to  the  tranfmifiion  of  fuch  cemmedyt  ies  as 
arc  moveable,  perfonal  and  ttanfoory,  there  fecceeded 
naturally  that  other  degree,  that  there  be  made  a  mu- 
Mai  endowment  and  donation  of  either  realm  towards 
other  of  the  abilityes  and  capacities  to  take  and  ergoy 
things  which  are  permanent,  real  and  fixed;  as  namely, 
ireehold  and  inheritance,  and  the  like :  And  that  as  wefl 
the  internal  and  vital  veines  of  blood  be  opened  from 
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interruption  and  obftru&ion  in  making  pedigree,  and 
claiming  by  difcent,  as  the  external  and  elemental  veines 
of  paflage  and  commerce,  with  refervation  neverthelefs 
unto  the  due  time  of  fuch  abiiityes  and  capacityes  onely, 
as  no  power  on  earth  can  confer  without  time  and  edu- 
cation. And  laftly,  becaufe  the  perfection  of  this  Hefied 
worke  confifteth  in  the  union,  not  only  of  the  folid 
parts  of  the  eftate,  but  alfo  in  the  fpirit  and  finews  of 
the  fame,  which  are  the  laws  and  government  which 
neverthelefs  are  already  perfectly  united  in  the  head,  but 
require  a  further  time  to  be  united  hi  the  bulk  and 
frame  of  the  whole  body;  in  contemplation  hereof  we 
did  conceive  that  the  firft  ftep  thereunto  was  to  pro-* 
vide,  that  the  juftice  of  either  realm  fhould  aide  and  ak 
fift,  and  not  fruftrate  and  interrupt  the  juftice  of  the  o- 
ther,  fpecially  in  fundry  cafes  criminal;  fo  that  either 
realme  may  not  be  abufed  by  malefadtors  as  a  fanCtuary 
or  place  of  refuge,  to  avoid  the  condigne  punifhment 
of  their  crimes  and  offences.  All  which  feveral  points,  as 
we  account  them,  fummed  up  and  put  together,  but  as  a 
degree  or  middle  terme  to  the  perfection  of  this  blefled 
worke;  fo  yet  we  conceived  them  to  make  a  juft  and  fit 
periode  for  our  prefent  confutation  and  proceeding. 
And  for  fo  much  as  concerneth  the  manner  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, we  may  truly  make  this  atteftation  unto  our 
felves,  that  as  the  mark  we  fhot  at  was  union  and  unity, 
fo  it  pleafed  God  in  the  handling  thereof,  to  blefs  us 
with  the  fpirit  of  unity,  infomuch  as  from  our  firft  fit- 
ting unto  the  breaking  up  of  our  aflembly  (a  thing  moft 
rare,  the  circumftance  of  the  caufe  and  perfons  confider- 
cd)  there  did  not  happen  or  intervene,  neither  in  our 
.  i .  ■  .  debates 
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debates  or  arguments,  any  manner  altercation  or  ftrife 
of  words;  nor  in  our  refolutions  any  variety  or  divifion 
of  votes,  but  the  whole  pafled  with  an  unanimity  and 
uniformity  of  confent  y  and  yet  fo,  as  we  fuppofe,  there 
was  never  in  any  consultation  greater  plainenefs  and  li- 
berty of  fpeech,  argument  and  debate,  replying,  contra- 
difting,  recalling  any  thing  fpoken  where  caufe  was, 
expounding  any  matter  ambiguous  or  miftaken ;  and  all 
other  points  of  free  and  friendly  interlocution  and  con- 
ference, without  cavillations,  advantages  or  overtakings: 
A  matter  that  we  cannot  afcribe  to  the  fkill  or  temper 
of  our  owne  carriage,  but  to  the  guiding  and  conduc- 
ing of  God's  holy  providence  and  will,  the  true  author 
of  all  unity  and  agreement ;  neither  did  we,  where  the 
bufinefs  required,  reft  fo  upon  our  own  fenfe  and  opi- 
nions, but  we  did  alfo  aide  and  affift  our  felves,  as  well 
with  the  reverend  opinion  of  Judges  and  perfbns  'of 
great  fcience  and  authority  in  the  laws,  and  alfo  with 
the  wifdom  and  experience  of  Merchants,  and  men  ex- 
pert in  commerce.  In  all  which  our  proceedings  not- 
withftanding,  we  are  fo  far  from  pretending  or  aiming 
at  any  prejudication,  either  of  his  royal  Majefty's  fove- 
raigne  and  high  wifdom,  which  we  do  moft  dutifully 
acknowledge  to  be  able  to  pierce  and  penetrate  far  be- 
yond the  reach  of  our  capacityes,  or  of  the  folid  and 
profound  judgment  of  the  high  Courts  of  Parliament  of 
both  realms,  as  we  do  in  all  humblenefs  fubmit  our 
judgments  and  doeings  to  his  facred  Majefty,  and  to  the 
Parliaments,  protefting  our  fincerity  and  craving  gra- 
cious and  benigne  conftru&ion  and  acceptation  of  our 
travailes. 

We 
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We  therefore  with  one  mind  and  confent  have  agreed 
and  concluded,  that  there  be  propounded  and  preferred 
to  his  M  ajeftie  and  the  Parliament  of  both  realmes,  thefe 
articles  and  propositions  following. 
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PREPARATION 

Toward  the 

Union  of  the  LAWS 

O  F 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND* 

YOUR  Majcfly's  defire  of  proceeding  towards 
the  union  of  this  whole  ifland  of  Great  Brit-* 
taint  under  one  law,  is  (as  far  as  I  am  capable 
to  make  anie  opinion  of  foe  great  a  cauie)  very  agreea- 
ble to  pollicie  and  juftioe.  To  pollicie,  becaufe  it  is 
one  of  the  beft  affurances  (as  humaine  events  can  be  af- 
fored)  that  there  will  be  never  anie  relapfe  in  anie  fu~ 
twie  ages  to  a  feparation.  To  juftice,  becaufe  dulcis 
trattus  pari  jugo>  it  is  rcafonable  that  communication  of 
priviledge,  drawe  on  communication  of  difcipline  and 
rule.     This  work  being  of  greatnefs  and  difHcultie  need- 

*  This  was  very  ixnperfeftly  and  ineorre&ly  printed  without  the  dedication, 
under  this  title,  Cafts  tfTrtafin,  &c.  4^.  1641. 
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eth  not  to  embrace  any  greater  compaffe  of  defignment, 
then  is  neceflary  to  your  Majefly's  maine  end  and  in- 
tention.    I  confider  therefore,  that  it  is  a  true  and  re- 
ceived divifion  of  law  into  jus  publicum  and  privatum^ 
the  one  being  the  finews  of  propertie,  and  the  other  of 
government  ;   for  that  which  concerneth  private  intereft 
of  tntjum  aiyl  tuum^    in  my  fimple  opinion,   itism^at 
this  time  to  be  meddled  with;    Men  love  to  hold  their 
owae  as  they  have  held,  and  the  difference  of  this  lawe 
carrieth  no  marke  of  feparation ;    for  we  fee  in  anie 
one  kingdome,  which  is  moft  at  unitie  in  itfelf,    there 
is  diversity  of  epftomes.for  $he:  guiding  of  property  and 
private  rights,  In  vejle  variitas  fit,  fcijfura  nonjit.     All 
the  labour  is  to  be  fpent  in  the  other  part,  though  per- 
haps not  in  all  the  other  part;  for  it  may  be,  your  Ma- 
jeftie.  ity  your  high  wifdom  will  difcerne  tfyaf  ..even  in 
thaVpart,  there  ViA  not  be  requifite  a  confortnitiein  all 
points.     And    although   fuch   conformitie    were  to  be 
wiflied,  yet  perchance  it  will  be  fcarcely  poflible  in  oaa- 
nie  points  to  pafle  them  for  the  prefent  by  aflent  of 
Parliament.     But  becaufe  we  that  ferve  your  Majeftie  in 
the  fervice  of  our  fkill  and  profeffion,  cannot  judge  what 
your  Majeftie,  upon  reafon  of$ftate,  will  leave  and  take; 
"therefore  it  is  fit  for  us  to  give  as  near  as  we  can  a  ge- 
neral information :  wherein  1   for  my  part,  think  good 
to  hold  my  felf  to  one  of  the  parallels,    I  meane  that 
6f  the  Englijb  lawes.     For  although  I  have  read,  and 
read  with  delight,    the  Scottijh  ftatutes,  and  fome  other 
colle&ion  of  their  lawes ;    with  delight  I  fay,  partlie  to 
fee  their  brevitie,  and  proprietie  of  fpeech,  and  partlie 
to  fee  them  come  fo  near  to  our  lawes  :   Yet  I  am  un- 

willing 
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willing  to  put  my  fickle  in  anothers  harveft,  but  to 
leave  it  to  the  Lawiers  of  the  Scottijh  nation*  the  rather, 
becauie  I  imagine  with  my  felf,  that  if  &  Scottijh  Lawier 
fliould  undertake  by  reading  of  the  Englijh  ftatutes,  or 
other  ottr  books  of  lawe,  to  fet  down  pofkively  in  arti- 
cles, what  the  lawe  of  England  were,  he  mought  often- 
times erre,  and  the  like  crrours  I  make  account  I  mought 
incurre  in  theirs.  And  therefore,  as  I  take  it,  the  right 
way  is,  that  the  Lawiers  of  either  nation,  doe  fet  downe 
in  brief  articles  what  the  lawe  is  of  their  nation,  and 
then  after  a  book,  of  two  columnes,  either  having  the 
two  lawes  placed  refpc&ivtly,  to  be  offered  to  your  Ma- 
jeftie,  that  your  Majeftie  may  by  a  ready  view  fee  the 
diverfities,  and  foe  judge  of  the  Kdttdtion,  et  le*vfcg  it 
*$  it  is. 

Jus  publicum  I  will  divide,  as  I  hold  it  fitfell  for  the 
prefent  purpofe,  into  fdur  parte.  iThe  firft,  concerning 
criminal  caufes,  which  with  us  life  truly  ittottpted/fofr- 
lies juris,  becaufe  both  the  prejudice  and  the  profecutiert, 
principally  pertaine  to  the  croWne  and  frttolicfut  eftate. 
The  fecond,  Concerning  the  caufes  of  the  6huf  ch.  Thfe 
third,  concerning  magiftrates,  officii,  aftd  courts,  ^hfcrt- 
1ft  felkth  the  confidehttkrt*  of  your  Whfe&f's  regal  pre- 
rogative, wheredf  the  reft  are  fytt  ft  Warner  Artd  the 
fourth,  concerning  certain  fpecial  politique  lawes,  ufagis 
*rtd  conftkutions,  that  doe  kftport  the  publique  peace, 
itrength  and  wealth  of  the  kingdbitte.  In  Which  part  I 
doe  cdtoprthend  not  drify  «tt«ftatf*  OrtBniUftce*  of  hwe, 
but  likewife  fourmes  of  adminiftwwlkm  of  lawe,  fuch  6s 
are  the  commiflions  of  the  Peace,  the  vifitations  of  the 
pfovmces  by  the  Judges  of  the  circuits,  and  the  like.  For 

Tt  thefe 
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thefe  in  my  opinion,  for  the  purpofe  now  in  hand,  dc- 
ferve  a  fpecial  obfervation,  becaufe  they  being  matters 
of  that  temporarie  nature,  as  they  may  be  altered,  as  I 
fuppofe,  in  either  kingdome  without  Parliament,  as  to 
your  Majefty's  wifdom  may  feeme  beft,  it  may  be  the 
moil  profitable  and  ready  part  of  this  labour  will  confift 
in  the  introducing  of  fpme  uniformitie  in  them. 

To  begin  therefore  with  capital  crimes*  and  firfl:  that 

of  Treason. 

,-  \. 

CASES    of   TREASON.    .- 

WHERE  a  man  doth  compafle  or  imagine  the 
death  of  the  King,  if  it  appeare  by  anic  overt 
aft,  it  is  treafon.  •    " '■ 

Where  a  man  doth  compafle  or  imagine  the- death'  of 
the  King's  wife,  if  it  appeare  by  anie  overt  i&;  »*» 
treafon.  -•''■' 

Where  a  man  doth  compafle  or  imagine  the*  death  of 
the  King's  eldeft  fonne  and  heire,  if  it  appeare  by -anfe 
overt  ac%  it  is  treafon.  ">'    ~^' 

Where  a  man  doth  violate  the  King's  wife,  it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  doth  violate  the  King's  eldeft  daughter 
unmarried,  it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  doth  violate  the  wife  of  the  King's  elr 
deft  fonne  and' heire,  it  is  treafon*.      ,  .•*.' 

Where  a  man  doth  levie  warre  againil  the-King  in 
his  rcalme,  it  is  treafon. 

Where 
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Where  a  man  is  adherent  to  the  King's  enemies,  gi- 
ving them  aide  and  comfort,  it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  counterfeiteth  the  King's  great  feale,  it 
is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  countetfeitcth  the  King's  privie  feale,  it 
is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  counterfeiteth  the  King's  privie  fignet, 
it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  doth  counterfeit  the  King's  figne  ma- 
nuall,  it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  counterfeits  the  King's  monie,  it  is 
treafon. 

Where  a  man  bringeth  into  the  realme  falfe  monie, 
counterfeited  to  the  likencfle  of  the  coyne  of  England, 
with  intent  to  merchandize  or  make  payment  therwtch* 
and  knowing  it  to  be  falfe,  it  is  treafon.  -  •  >' 

Where  a  man  counterfeiteth  any  foreyne  coyne  Ar- 
rant in  payment  within  this  realme,  it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  doth  bring  in  foreyne  monie,  being 
currant  within  the  realme,  the  fame  being  falfe  &nd 
counterfeit,  with  intent  to  utter  it,  and  knowing  the 
fame  to  be  falfe,  it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  doth  clippc,  wafh,  round,  or  file  any  of 
the  King's  monie,  or  any  foreyne  coyne,  currant' by 
proclamation,  for  gayne's  fake,  it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  doth  anie  waies  impaire,  dimlnifh,  fid- 
iifie,  fcale,   or  lighten  the  King's  monies,   or  any  fo- 
reyne monies,  currant  by  proclamation,  it  is  treafon. 
'    Where  a  man  killeth  the  Chancellour,  being  in  his 
place,  and  doing  his  office,  it  istrfeafon. 

T  t  2  Where 
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Whqft  a  nun  killeth  the  Treafurer,  heing  in  his  place, 
and  doing  his  office*  it  is  treafon. 
•■  Whcr*  a  man  killeth  the  King's  Juftice  in  Eyre,  be- 
ing in  his  place,  and  doing  his  office,  it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  kttleth  the  King's  Juftice  of  Aj%*>  be- 
ing in  his  place,  and  doing  his  office,  it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  killeth  the  King's  Juftice  of  Oyer  and 
Determiner ;   being  in  his  place,    and  doing  his  office,  t 
it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  doth  perfwade  or  withdrawe  any  of  lie 
King's  fubje&s  from  his  obedience,  ©r  from  the  religion 
by  his  Majeftie  eftablifhed,  with  intent  to  withdrawe  him 
from  the  King's  obedience,  it  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  is.  abfolved,  reconciled,  or  withdrawn* 
fam  lm.  obedience  ta  the  King;  or  promiittfc  hjftiotodjr 
to  any  foreyne  power,  it  is.  treafon. 

W^W  any  J^te,  or  other  prieft  ordained  fincethe 
firft  yeeije  of  the  ijeign  of  Queene  Elizabeth »,  (hall  come 
in$q,   or  remajne   in  any  part  $f  tl^s,  rea.lm*_,   ft  is 

**&<«&.       •■■•'•- 

,  Vlfyue  any  ;pc*fon;  being,  brought  ttp  In,  a  eoHftdge  oi 
Jefuftes,  or  Seminarie,  ffiall  ap|  return*  withm  ft* 
monethS:  after  proclamation  mode,  and  within  two  tfcyes 
after  his  return^  fubjpjt  himftlfies  to  tak#:  the  o#hr  of 
fupremacie,  i£  qtherw#e,  hee  dqe  returne,  or  be  ^rijthjtt- 
tfoq  realme,;  jt>j^reaibq, 

Where  a  man,  doth,  affinaae  or  maintain©  any  authori- 
ty of,  jurifdiclpn.ipiribiall,  or-  doth  pjafc  ia.ufe  or  &&■ 
cute  any,  t^ing  fjjrr  gpr  advancement •-, ojr  fojtjflg-  fijrth 
thereof,  fuch  oft^nos  ifa  tfcini  tttge  c^mmilted,,  is  ttetk 
fon. 

Where 
8 


The  Union  of  Law*.  $&$ 

Where  a  man  refuieth  to  take  the  oath  of  fuprcmacy, 
being  tendred  by  the  Bifhop  of  the  dioccfle,  if  bee  bee 
an  ecclefiaftical  perfon;  or  by  coraroifiioj*  out  of  the 
Chancery,  if  hee  bee  a  temporall  perfon;  fuch  offence, 
the  fecond  time,  is  treafon. 

Where  a  man  committed  for  trsafpa,  doth  voluntarily 
tffeakp.  prifon,  it  is  treafon.,  . 

$f  here  a  jaylor  doth  voluntarily  permit  a  man  com- 
mitted for  treafon  to  efcape,  it  is  treafon. 
yi  Where  a  man  proepreih  or  confcnteth  to  a  treafofi*   it 
^treafon. 

Where  a  map  relieveth  or  comfortethu  a  traitor^  know- 
ing it,  it  is  treafon* 

$htfpunijbmnt>  triads  an£  proceedings  in  cafes  of  treefi*. 

,  In  trcafqn,  the  qorporall  puijifhrnent  is  by  drawing  on 
a  hurdle  from  the  place  of  the  prifon  to  the  place  of  ex- 
ecution,>  and;by  hanging  an4  being  cut  downe.alive^  bow- 
elling  and  quartering  :  and  in  women  by  burning, 
}0  ljfi  tecwfoa,  there  eafueth  a  corruption  of  hloudi  in  the 
lfpe  feuding  and  de&ending. 

^  Y  la  treafon,  lands  and:  goods  are  forfeited*  and  inheri- 
^nces,.  as  well  iajtaUed  aa  fee  fimplc,  and. the  profits  of 
^jttes  for  life. 

In  treafon,  the  efcheats  goe  to  the  King,  and1  not  tb 
the  Lord  of  the  fee* 

In  treaibn,  the  lands-  forfeited  fhall  be  i»  the  King's 
a&nal  pofleflion,  without  office. 

In  treafon  there  be  noacceflarkv  but  all-  »*  princi- 
palls* 

Ihi 
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In  treafon,  no  benefit  of  clergie,  or  fan&uary,  or  pe- 
remptory challenge. 

In  treafon,  if  the  party  ftand  mute,  yet  nevertheleffe 
judgment  and  attainder  (hall  proceed  all  one  as  upon 
verdidt 

In  treafon,  bayle  is  not  permitted. 

In  treafon,  no  Counfell  is  to  bee  allowed  to  the  partie. 

in  treafon,  no  witneffe  (hall  be  received  upon  oth  for 
the  partie's  juftification. 

In  treafon,  if  the  fa6t  bee  committed  beyond  the  feas, 
yet  it  may  bee  tried  in  any  countie  where  the  King  will 
award  his  commiflion. 

In  treafon,  if  the  partie  bee  nonfana  memoria,  yet  if 
hec  had  formerlie  confefled  it  before  the  King's  counfel, 
and  that  it  bee  certified  that  hee  was  of  good  memorie  a1 
the  time  of  his  examination  and  confeffion,  the  court 
may  proceed  to  judgement  without  calling  or  arraigne- 
ing  the  partie. 

In  treafon,  the  death  of  the  partie  before  convi&ion 
difchargeth  all  proceedings  and  forfeitures. 

In  treafon,  if  the  partie  be  once  acquitt,  hee  (hall 
not  bee  brought  in  queftion  againe  for  the  fame  faft. 

In  treafon,  no  newe  cafe  not  exprefled  in  the  ftatute 
of  25  K.  E.  3.  nor  made  treafon  by  anie  fpecial  fla- 
tute  fince,  ought  to  bee  judged  treafon,  without  con* 
fulting  with  the  Parliament. 

In  treafon,  there  can  be  no  profecution  but  at  the 
King's  fuite,  and  the  King's  pardon  difchargeth. 

In  treafon,  the  King  cannot  grant  over  to  anie  fubjeft 
power  and  authoritie  to  pardon  it 

In  treafon,  a  triall  of  a  Peere  of  the  kingdome  is  to 

bee 
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bee  by  fpeciall  commiflion  before  the  Lord  high  Steward, 
and  thofe  that  pafle  upon  him  to  be  none  but  Peers : 
And  the  proceeding  is  with  great  folemnitie,  the  Lord 
Steward  fitting  under  a  cloth  of  eftate  with  a  white  rodde 
of  juftice  in  his  hand,  and  the  Peeres  may  conferre  to-  # 

gether,  but  are  not  any  waies  fhut  up ;  and  are  de- 
manded by  the  Lord  Steward  their  voices  one  by  one, 
and  the  plurality  of  voices  carrieth  it. 

In  treafon,  it  hath  been  an  auncient  ufe  and  favour 
from  the  Kings  of  this  realme  to  pardon  the  execution 
of  hanging,  drawing,  and  quartering;  and  to  make 
warrant  for  their  beheading. 

The  proceeding  in  cafe  of  treafon  with  a  common 
fubjeft  is  in  the  King's-Bench,  or  by  commiflion  of  Oyer 
zndDeter miner.. 

MISPRISION    of  TREASON. 

Cafes  of  mifprifon  of  Treafon. 

WHERE  a  man  concealeth  high  treafon  onelyr 
without  any  comforting  or  abetting,  it  is  mif- 
prifion  of  treafon. 

Where  a  man  counterfeited  any  foreigne  coyne  of 
gold  or  filver  not  currant  in  the  realme,  it  is  mifprifioa 
of  treafon. 


tbt 


3^8  A  Preparation  for 

cfte  punijhmtnt,  tryall,  and  proceeding  in  cafes  of  mif 
prifion  of  Treafon. 

#  The  punifhment  of  mifprifion  of  trcafon  is  by  perpe- 

tuall  imprifonment,  lofle  of  the  ifliies  of  their  lands  da- 
ring  life,  and  lofle  of  goods  and  chattels. 

The  proceeding  and  triali  is,  as  in  cafes  of  treafon* 
In  mifprifion  of  treafon  bayle  is  not  admitted 

PETIE    TREASON. 

Cafes  ofpetie  Treafon. 

WHERE  the  fervant  killeth  the  matter,  it  is 
petie  treafon. 

Where  the  wife  killeth  her  hufband,  it  is  petie  tre*- 
Ton. 

Where  a  fpiritoal  man  killeth  his  prelate,  to  whom 
hee  is  fubordinate,  and  aweth  faith  and  obedience,  it 
is  petie  treafon. 

Where  the  fonne  killeth  the  father  or  mother,  it  hath 
bene  queftioned  whether  it  be  petie  treafon,  and  die  late 
experience  and  opinion  feemeth  to  weigh  to  the  con- 
trarie,  though  againft  la  we  and  reafon  in  my  judge- 
ment 


The 
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Vfbe  punijhment%    try a/t,  and  proceeding  in  cafes  jf petie 

Treafon, 

In  pctic  treafon,  the  corporall  punifhment  is  by  draw- 
ing oh  an  hurdle,  and  hanging. 

In  pctic  treafon,  the  forfeiture  is  the  fame  with  the 
tafe  of  felony. 

In  petie  treafon,  all  accefiaries  are  but  in  cafe  of  fe- 
ionie. 

I  r  -    r 

FELON  Y. 

Cafes  of  Felony!        '  ; 

WHERE    a  npan  committeth  nuinJer,  that  is, 
homicide  of  prepenfed  (malice,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  committeth  manflaughtef,  that  i^1  ho- 
micide of  fudden  heate,  and  not  of  malice  prepenfed,  it 
«f  felony. 

Where  a  man  committeth  bung^arie,  that  is,  breaks 
ing  of  an  houfe  with  an  intent  do  commit  felony,   k  is     ' 
felony. 

Where  a  man  rideth  acmed,  with  a  felonious  intent, 
it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  doth  maliciouflie  and  feloniouflie  burne 
a  houfe,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  doth  maliciouflie  and  feloniouflie  burne 
corne  upon  the  ground,  or  in  ftacks,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  doth  maliciouflie  cut  out  another's 
tongue,  or  put  out  his  eyes,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  robbeth  or  ftealeth,  that  is,  taketh 
away  another  man's  goods,    above  the  value  of  twelve 

U  u  pence, 
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pence,   out  of  his  pofleflion,  with  an  intent  to  concede 
it,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  imbefileth  or  withdraweth  any  the 
King's  records  at  Wejtminfiery  whereby  anie  judgment  is 
reverfed,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  that  hath  cuftody  of  the  King's 
armour,  munition,  of  other  abiliments  of  warre,  doth 
maliciouflie  convey  away  the  fame,  to  the  value  of 
twenty  {hillings,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  fervant  hath  goods  of  his  matter's  delivered 
unto  him,  and  goeth  awajr  with  them,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  conjures,  or  invocates  wicked,  fpirits* 
it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  doth  ufe  or  pra&ife  any  manner  of 
witchcraft,,  whereby  any  perfon  {hall  bee  killed,  wafted,, 
or  lamed  in  his  body,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  pradifeth  any  witchcraft,  to  difcover 
treafure  hid,  or  to  difcover  ftolne  goods,  or  to  provoke 
unlawfull  love,  or  to  impaire  or  hurt  any  man's  cat- 
tell  or  goods,  the  fecond  time,  having  been  once  before 
convidted  of  like  offence,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  ufeth  the  craft  of  multiplication  of 
gold  or  filver,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  committeth  rape,  it  is  felony. 
Where  a  man  taketh  away  a  woman  againft  her  will, 
not  cfeymihg  her  as  his  ward  or  bondwoman,  it  is  fe- 
lony. 

Where  any  perfon  marrieth  againe;  his  former  huf- 
band  or  wife  being  alive,  it  is  felony; 

Where  a  man  committeth  buggery  with  manor  beaft* 

it  is  felony. 

Where 


Hoe  Union  of  Laws.  331 

Where  any  perfons,  above  the  number  of  twelve,  (hall 
aflemble  themfelves  with  intent  to  put  downe  inclofures, 
or  bring  down  prices  of  vidhials,  &c.  and  do  not  depart 
after  proclamation,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  fhali  ufe  any  words  to  encourage  or 
draw  any  people  together,  utfupra,  and  they  doe  aflem- 
ble accordingly,  and  doe  not  depart  after  proclamation, 
it  is  felony* 

Where  a  man  being  the  King's  fworne  fervant,  con- 
fpireth  to  murder  any  Lord  of  the  realme,  or  any  of  the 
privie  council,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  fouldicr  hath  taken  any  parcel  of  the  King's 
wages,  and  departeth  without  licence,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  received!  a  feminary  prieft,  knowing 
him  to  be  fuch  a  prieft,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  recufant,  which  is  a  feducer,  and  perfwader, 
and  incyter  of  the  King's  fubjeds  againft  the  King's  au- 
thority in  ecclefiaftical  caufes,  or  a  perfuader  of  conven- 
ticles, &c.  fhall  refufe  to  abjure  the  realme,  it  is  felony. 

Where  vagabonds  bee  found  in  the  realme,  calling 
themfelves  Egyptians,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  purveyor  taketh  without  warrant,  or  other- 
wife  doth  offend  againft  certainc  fpeciall  lawes,  it  is  fe- 
lony. 

Where  a  man  hunteth  in  any  forreft,  parke,  or  war- 
ren, by  night  or  by  day,  with  vizards  or  other  diiguife- 
ments,  and  is  examined  thereof  and  concealeth  his  fadt, 
it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  ftealeth  certaine  kinds  of  hawkes,  it  is 
felony. 

Uu  2  Where 
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Where  a  man  committeth  forgery  the  fecond  time,, 
having  been  once  before  convi&ed,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  tranfporteth  rammes  or  other  (heepe  out" 
of  the  King's  dominions,  the  fecond  time,  it  is  fe- 
lony. 

Where  a  man  being  imprifoned  for  felony,  breaks  pri- 
fon,  it  is  felony. 

Where  a  man  procureth  or  confenteth  to  a  felony  to> 
bee  committed,  it  is  felony,  as  to  make  him  acceflarie: 
before  the  fad:. 

Where  a  man  receiveth  or  relieveth  a  felon,  Knowing: 
thereof,  it  is  feUmy,  as  to  make  him  arcef&ry  after* 
fadt. 

Where  a  woman,  by  the  conftraint  of  her  fcufband,, 
in  his  prefence,  joyneth  with  him  in  committing  of  fe- 
lony, it  is  not  felony,  neither  as  principall,    nor  as  ac- 
ceflary, 

The  punifiment,  try  all y.  and  proceeding  in  cafe f  of  felonies 

.  Jij  felony^  th$  sospofal  poniihment  is  fcy  hanging,, 
and  it  is  d<jubtfuiV  wither  the  King  may  turn  it  into 
beheading  in  the  cafe  of  a  Peer,  or  other  perfon  of  dig- 
nity* bscaufe  in  treafon  die  ftriking  off  the  head4  is  part 
of  tbejwW**11*'  and  &  **  King  pardoneth  the  reft: 
fy#  iq:fe\<?&%  M\  is  ho,  part  of:  the  judgement,  and  the 
King  cannot  alter  the  execution  of  law  j  yet  presidents 
kave  beene  both  wayes. 

In 
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In  felony,  at  the  common  law,  the  benefit  of  clergic 
or  fandtuary  was  allowed ;  hut  now  by  ftatutes  it  is  ta- 
ken away  in  moft  cafes. 

In  felony,  baile  may  be  admitted  where  the  fadt  is  not 
notorious,  and  the  perfon  not  of  evil  fame. 

In  felony,  no  counfell  is  to  bee  allowed  to  the  party, 
no  more  than  in  treafon. 

In  felony,  no  witnefle  fhall  bee  received  upon  oath 
for  the  parties  juftification,  no  more  than  in  treafon. 

In  felony,  if  the  fadt  bee  committed  beyond  the  feas, 
or  upon  the  feas,  fuper  altum  mare,  there  is  no  tryall  at 
all  in  the  one  cafe,  nor  by  courfe  of  jury  in  the  other 
cafe,  but  by  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  Admiralty. 

In  felony,  if  the  party  bee  non  fana  memoria%  al- 
though it  bee  after  the  fadt,  hee  cannot  be  fryed  nor  ad- 
judged, except  it  be  in  courfe  of  outlawry,  and  that  is 
alfo  erroneous. 

In  felony,  the  death  of  the  party  before  convidtion 
difchargeth  all  proceedings  and  forfeitures. 

In  felony,  if  the  party  bee  once  acquitt,  or  in  peril' 
of  judgement  of  life  lawfully,  hee  (hall  never  be  brought 
in  queftion  againe  for  the  fame  fadt. 

In  felony,  the  profecution  may  bee  either  at  the  King's 
fuit,  by  way  of  inditement,  or  at  the  partie's  fuit,  by 
way  of  appeale ;  and  if  it  be  by  way  of  appeal,  the  defen- 
dant fhall  have  his  counfell  and  produce  witnefles  upon 
oath,  as  in  civill  caufes. 

In  felony,  the  King  may  grant  hault  jujtice  to  a  fub- 
jedt,  with  the  regality  of  power  to  pardon  it. 

In  felony,  the  tryall  of  Peers  is  all  one  as  in  cafe  o! 
treafon. 

I 
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In  felony,  the  proceedings  are  in  the  King's  Bench, 
or  before  Commifiioners  of  Oyer  and  Determiner,  or 
of  goale  delivery,  and  in  fome  cafes  before  juftices  of 
peace. 

Cafes  of  felonia  de  fe,   with  the  punijhment,  triall,  and 
proceeding  therein. 

In  the  civill  law,  and  other  lawes,  they  make  a  diffe- 
rence of  cafes  of  felonia  defe\  for  where  a  man  is  called 
in  queftion  upon  any  capitall  crime,  and  killeth  him- 
felfe  to  prevent  the  law,  they  give  the  fame  judgement 
in  all  points  of  forfeiture,  as  if  they  had  been  attainted 
in  their  life  time:.  And  on  the  other  fide,  where  a  man 
killeth  himfelfe  upon  impatience  of  ficknefs,.  or  the 
like,  they  doe  not  punifli  it  at  all :  But  the  law  of  England 
taketh  it  all  in  one  degree,  and  punifheth  it  onely  with 
tofie  of  goods  to  bee  forfeited  to  the  King,  who  generally 
granteth  them  to  his  Almoner,,  where  they  bee  not  for* 
merly  granted  unto  fpeciall  liberties. 

Offences  of  PREMUNIRE. 

Cafes  of  Premunire. 

WHERE  a  man  purchafeth  or  accepteth  any 
provifion,  that  is,  collation  of  any  fpirituall 
benefice  or  living  from  the  fea  of  Rome,,  it  is  cafe  of 
premunire. 

Where  a  man  (hall  purchafe  any  procefse  to  draw  any 
people  of  the  King's  allegeance  out  of  the  realme,  in 
plea,  whereof  the  cognizance  pertaines  to  the  King's 
court>  and  cometh  not  in  perfon  to  anfwer  his  contempt 

in 
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in  that  behalfe  before  the  King  and  his  counccli,  or  in 
Tiis  Chancerie,  it  is  cafe  of  premi}nire. 

Where  a  man  doth  fue  in  any  court  which  is  not  the 
King's  court,  to  defeat  or  impeach  any  judgement  givea 
in  the  King's  court,  and  doth  not  appeare  to  anfwer 
his  contempt,  it  is  cafe  of  prcmunire. 

Where  a  man  doth  purchafe  or  purfue  in  the  "court 
of  Rome  y  or  elfewhere,  any  procefle,  fentence  of  ex- 
communication, bull,  inftrument,  or  other  thing  which 
toucheth  the  King  in  his  regality,  or  his  realme  in  pre- 
judice, it  is  cafe  of  premunire. 

Where  a  man  doth  affirme  or  maintain  any  foreine 
authority  of  jurifdiflion  fpirituall,  or  doth  put  in  ure 
or  execute  any  thing  for  the  advancement  or  fetting 
forth  thereof;  fuch  offence,  the  fecond  time  committed, 
is  cafe  of  premunire. 

Where  a  man  refufeth  to  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy 
being  tendred  by  the  Bifhop  of  the  diocefle,  if  he  bee  an 
ecclefiafticall  perfon;  or  by  commiffion  out  of  the  chan- 
cery, if  he  bee  a  temporal  perfon,  it  is  cafe  of  prc- 
munire. 

Where  the  Deane  and  Chapiter  of  any  church  upon  the 
Conge  tfelier  of  an  Archbifhop  or  Bifhop  doth  refiife  to 
ele£t  any  fuch  Archbiftiop  or  Bifliop  as  is  nominated 
unto  them  in  the  King's  letters  miflive,  it  is  carfe  of 
premunire. 

Where  a  man  doth    contribute  or  give   reliefe  unto 
any  Jefuite  or   feminary  priefts,    or  to  any  colledge  of, 
Jefuites  or  feminary  priefts,  or  to  any  perfon  brought  up 
therein,    and  called  home,  and  not  returning,  it  is  cafe 
©t  premunire. 

Where 


*  Where  a  man  is  broker  of  aLn(tifurious  contrad  above 
fen  in  the  hundred,  it  is  cafe  of*  premunire. 


.  i 


tfbi  funijhmewt,  try  all,  and  proceeding  in  cafes  ofpre- 
"-  milnire. 

The  punifhment  is  by  imprifbftment  during  life, 
forfeiture  of  goods,  forfeiture  of  lands  in  fee  iimple, 
and  forfeiture  of  the  profits  6f  lands  irttailed,  or  for 
life.  ' 

The  triall  and  proceeding  is  as  in  cafes  of  mifprifion 
©f  treafon,   and  the  tryall  is  by  peers  where  a  Peer  of 
die  realme  is  the  offender^        i  : 


Offences  of  Abjuration  and  Exile. 
Cafes  of  abjuration  and  exile,  and  the  proceeding  therein, 

WHERE  a  man  committeth  any  felony,  for 
the  which  at  this  day  hee  may  have  priviledge. 
of  fan&uary,  and  taketk  fan&uary,  and  confefleth  the 
felony  before  the  Coroner,  he  fliall  abjure  the  liberty  of 
the  realme,  and  chufe  his  fan&uary  y  and  if  hee  commit 
any  new  offence*  or  leave  his  fandhiary,  hee  (hall  lofe 
the  priviledge  thereof,  and  fuffer  as  if  hee  had  not  ta- 
ken fandtuary. 

Where  a  man  not  coming  to  the  church,  and  not  be- 
ing a  Pppiih  recufant,  doth  perfwade  any  the  King's 
fiibjedts  to  impugne  his  Majefties  authority  in  caufes 
ccclcfiafticall,  or  (hall  perfwade  any  fubjed:  from  co- 
ining to  the  church,   or  receiving  the  communion,  or 

X  x  perfwade 
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Offence    of  HERESIE, 
Cafes  ofHerefie%  and  the  triall  and  proceeding  therein. 

THE  declaration  of  Herefie,  and  likewife  the 
proceecling  and  judgement  upon  Hereticks  is  by 
the  common  lawes  of  this  realme  referred  to  the  jutif- 
ctyftion  ecclefiailicall,  and  the  fecular  arme  is  readied" 
unto  (hem  by  the  common  &$?*$,  and  not  by  any  fta-  * 
tute,  for  the  execution  of  them  by  the  King's  writ  de 
Haretico  comburendo. 

*\  .  .     ,. 

Here  ends  the  original  Manufcripf. 
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perfwade  any  fubjett  to,  come  to  any  unlawfoU  pon- 
venticles,  or  (hall  be  prefent  at  any  fuch  unlawful 
conventicles,  and  fhall  not  after  conforme  himfelfc 
within  a  time,. and  make  his  fubmifljon,  hee  fl^aU  ab- 
jure the  realme,  and  forfeit  tus  goods  and  his  lknd$  du- 
ring life;  and  if  hee  depart  not  within  the  time  pre- 
fixed, or  returne,  hee  fhall  bee  in  the  degree  of  a 
felon. 

Where  a  man  being  a  Popifh  recufant,  and  not  ha- 
ving lands  to  the  value  of  twenty  marks  by  the  year, 
nor  goods  to  the  value  of  forty  pound,  fhall  not  repaire 
to  his  dwelling,  or  place  where  hee  was  borne,  and  there 
confine  himfelfe  within  the  compaffe  of  five  miles,  hee 
fhall  abjure  the  realme;  and  if  he  returne,  he  fhall  be 
in  the  degree  of  a  felon. 

Where  a  man  kills  the  King's  deere  in  chafes  or  fo- 
refts,  and  can  find  no  fureties  after  a  yeeres  imprifon- 
ment,  he  fhall  abjure  the  realme. 

Where  a  man  is  a  trefpafler  in  parkes,  or  in  poncjs  of 
fifh,  and  after  three  yeeres  imprifonment  cannot  finde 
furetie,  hee  fhall  abjure  the  realme. 

Where  a  man  is  a  ravifher  of  any  childe  withk^-age 
whofe  marriage  belongs  unto  any  perfon,  and  marri- 
eth  the  faid  childe  after  yeeres  of  cqnfent,  -god  JU  not 
able  to  fatisfie  for  the  carriage,'  he  fh^U |"  atjune  -thq 
realme: 


.  i 
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Offence    of  HERESIE, 

Cafes  ofHerefie,  and  the  tri all  and  proceeding  therein. 

THE  declaration  of  Hcrcfic,  and  likewife  the 
proceeding  and  judgement  upon  Hereticks  is  by 
the  common  lawes  of  this  realme  referred  to  the  jufi£- 
cfr&ion  ecclefiailicall, ,  and  the  fecular  arme  is  readied' 
untp  them  by  the  common Ta^e?,  and  not  by  any  fta-' 
tute,  for  the  execution  of  them  by  the  King's  writ  de 
Haretico  comburendo. 

ft.-?-  •         i  .  • 

Here  ends  the  original  Manufcript* 
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34©  Argument  of  Impofitwns. 

An  Argument  of  Sir  Francis   Bacon,    the 
Kings   S oil's cit or  >     in    the    low$r  houfe    of 
Parliament ,    proving  the  Kings  right  of  Im- 
pofitions  on  merchandifes   imparted  land  ex- 
.  ported*. 

AND  it  pleafe  you,  Mf.  Speaker,  this  queftion 
touching  the  right  of  ipripofitions  is  yeiy  great  ^ 
extending  to  the  prerogative,  qfthe  King  on  the  one  part, 
and  the  liberty  of  the  Subject  on  the  cither;  arid  that  in 
a  point  of  profit  and  value, '  and  riot  of  cohceite  orfafifiip. 
and  therefore  as  weight  in  all  motions  iricre&feth  force," 
fo  I  do  not  marvaille  to  fee  men  gather  the  greateft 
ftrength  of  argument  they  can  to  make  good  their  opi- 
nions. And  fo  you  will  give  me  leave  likewife ,  being 
ftrong  in  mine  own  perfuafion  that  it  is  the  King's  right, 
to  fhew  my  voice  as  free  as  my  thought.  And  for  my 
part  I  mean  to  obferve  the  true  courfe  to  give  ftrength 
to  this  caufe,  which  is,  by  yielding  thofe  things  which 
are  not  tenable,  and  keeping  the  queftion  within  the 
true  ftate  and  compafs,  which  will  difcharge  many  po-_ 
pular  arguments,  and  contradte  the  debate  into  a  lefs 
roome. 

Wherefore  I  doe  deliver  the  queftion,  and  exclude  or 
fett  by,  as  not  in  queftion,  five  things,  firft,  the  que- 
ftion is  de  portorio^  and  not  de  tributo ,  to  ufe  the  Ro- 
man words  for  explanation  fake;  it  is  not,  I  faye,  touch- 
ing any  taxes  within  the  land,  but  of  payments   at  the 


*  This  matter  was  much  debated  by  the  Lawyers  and  Gentlemen  in  the  Parliament, 
1610  and   1 61 4,  &>7.  and  afterwards  given  up  by  the  Crown  in  1641. 

ports. 
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ports,    fceondly,    it  is  not  touching  any  impoft  from 
portc  to  porte,  but  where  claves  regni  the  keys  of  the 
Jungdom  are  turned  to  lett  in  from,  foreign  partes,  or  to 
fend  forth  to  foreign  partes;  (in  a  word)  matter  of  com- 
merce and  intercourfe,  not  Amply  of  carryage  or  vedure. 
thirdly,   the  queftion  is  (as  the  diftindtion  was  ufed  a- 
bove  in  another  cafe)  de  vero  &  faifo,  and  not  de  bono  & 
malo,  of  the  legall  point,  and  not  of  the  inconvenience, 
otherwife  then  as  it  ferves  to  decide  the  law.    fourthly, 
I,  doe  fett  apart  three  commoditys,    woolls,  woollfells, 
and  leather,  as  being  in  different  cafe  from  the  reft ;  be* 
qaufe  the  cuftom  upon,  them  is  antiqua  cuftuma.    laft- 
ly,  the  queftion  is  not  j^hetfier  in  matter  of  impofing^ 
the^  K^ng  mjty  alter  the^,  law  l^iliis  prerogative,    but 
whether  the  Kipg  have  not  fuch  a  prerogative  by  lawc% 
JJie  fta^eof  the  queftipp ,ljeing  thus  Reared  and  freed, 
my|propofition.  is,    that^ie  King  by  the  fundamental! 
fewes  ojf  this^jlung^om^ih.iac power  to  impofe  upon 
mer^an^i^  and^cqrar^^  foreign. 

^  W  ?^pfe ^-^jPfflWfi^*  ^  that  I  fliall  fay, .  be 
it  to  confirm  or  confute,  I  will,  draw  into  certain  di- 
-ftig$  .^4es  occonfid^ratipns  which  move  me  and  may 

"Trie  firft  is  an  univerfall  negative:  there  appeareth 
not  in  any  of  {he  King'a  courts  any  one  record  where- 
in, an » impofition  layed  at  the  portes ,  hath  been  over- 
thrown by  judgment;  nay  more,  where  it  had  been  que*, 
ftioned  by  pleading.  This  plea,  quod  fumma  pradiSa 
minus  j ujt e  impoftta  fuity  £?  contra  leges  &  confuetudin&s 
regni  bujus  Anglia^  unde  idem  Bates  illam  fohere  recu- 
favit  prout  eibene  licuit  \  is  prima  imprejjionis.     Bates 

was 


was  the  firft  nian;«rJ  originetriufkf{fot :  anjr  &ing  that 
appeareth)  that  mihiftfed  that  plea;  whereupon  I.  offer 
this  to  confideration,  the  King's  a&es  that  grieve  ithd 
fubjedl  are  either  againft  law  and  fo  voyd,  or  accord! 
ing  to  ftridtnefs  of  law,'  and  yet  grievous:  sind  acCofcti 
ing  to  thefe  feveral  natures  of  grievance  there  be  feve^al 
remedys:  be  they  againft law  ?  Overthrow  them  by  judg- 
ment :  bee  they  tdo>ftreight  a«d  eitftenie,  though  legal!  ? 
propound  them  m  Parliament :  fbt  as1  rrhich  tkefi  as  1m- 
pdfitions  at.  the  portes,  having  heefi1  fo  often  la^d r  wferfe 
never  brought  into  the  King's  courts  of  jjdfticevfeut  ftili 
brought  to  Parliament,  I  may  nibft  certainly  conclude; 
tjiat  they  were  conceived  hot  to  be  againft  lav**.  ^And  jf 
any  man  fliall  think  that  it/was°to'o  high  a^pdinte ;%  c#e- 
ftion  by  law  before  the  Ju3ge^;  'or  mat*flfere  feiufd  Want 
jbrtitude  in  them to  ayd  trie  fittjjei&i  ^Be»1tfliall appear 
from  time  to  tithe  in  cafes  of  equal  reach  where  t&e &iri&*& 
flclfs  have:  been  indeed  againft  law,  the  eourfe  of  law  hath 
junne,  and  the  Judge* 'nave' worthily' dent  their  Hitf;  ', 
•  2  Hen.  4.  As  in  the  cafe  df  ah  im^ofifidni  u^on  linden  cilbth' for 
'3  Hen. 4.  ^  ^g^  overthrown' by judgment  "''■  '  rl  '  '  '  :: 
40  Ajpf.  The  cafe  of  a  commiffion  of  arreft  "and  committing  of 

fubje&s  upon  examination  without  convic"tiod'b/  Jiirye, 
4Ukllowed  by  the  Judges.    r-  ''"■'■  ■">  {>   :"■'•        iU: 
c  Elk.        .    A  commiffion  to  determine  the  right  of  the  Exigenter'k 
scrogg'/  Cafe.  ^^  fecundum  fanam  difcretionem ,  duallowed  by  the 
Judges. 
Elk  ^C  CS^  °^  ^  monopoly  °f  cardes  overthrowne  and 

condemned  by  judgment. 

I  might  make  mention  of  the  jurifdiction  of  fome 
courtes*  of  difcretion  wherein  the  Judges  did  not  decline 

to 
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tp  give  opinipn.  Therefore  hid  thi$  been  agairifte  lawe,' 
there  would  not  have  been  altum  Jilentium  in  the  King's 
courtes.  Of  the  contrary  judgments  I  will  not  yet  fpeake  y 
thus  much  now,  that  there  is  no  judgment,  no  nor  plea 
againft  it.  though  I  fayed  noe  more,  it  were  enough,  in 
ijay  opinion,  to  induce  you  to  a  non  liquet,  to  leave  it  a 
doubt. 

The  fecond  confideration  is  the  force  and  continuance 
of  payments  made  by  graunts  of  Merchants,  both  ftraa-. 
gers  and  Englifh  without  confent  of  Parliament.  Herein  I 
lay  this  grounde,  that  fuch  graunts  confidered  in  them- 
felves  are  void  in  lawe :  for  Merchants,  either  Grangers 
or  fubjeds,  they  are  no  bodie  corporate,  but  lingular  and 
difperfed  perfpn$ j  they  cannot  bind  fucceflion,  neither 
can  the  major  part  bind  the  nefidue:  how  then  fhould 
their  graunts  have  force  ?  noe  otherwise  but  thus ;  that  the' 
King's  power  of  impofing  was  only  the  legall  virtue 
and  ftrength  of  thofe  graunts;  and  that  the  confent  of  a 
Merchant  is  but  a  concurrence,. the  King  \sprincipale  a- 
gens,  and  they  are  but  aa  the  patient,  and  fo  it  becomes 
a  binding  a&  out  of  the  King's  power:         - 

Now  if  any  man  doubt  that  fuch  graunts  of  Merchants 
fhould  not  be  of  force,  I  will  alledge  but  two  memo- 
rable recordes,  the  one  for  the  Merchants  ftrangers,  the 
other  for  the  Merchants  Englijh.    That  for  the  ftoangfcr* » 
is  upon  the  graunte  of  chart,  mercator.  of  three  pence  in  V^- 1. 

1  1  •  n  1  .  ,  .      .  Chart.  mer(+4 

value  ultra  antiquas  cujtumas\   which  graunt  is  in  ufe  tm*. 
and.pra&ice  at  this  day.    For  it  is  well  known  to  the 
Merchants,  that  that  which  they  call  Granger's  cuflome, 
and  erronioufly  double  cuftome,  is  but  three  pence  in  the ' 
pound  more  thau  Englijh.    Now  look  into  the  ftatutes 

of 
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q£  fiibfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  and  you  fhall  find 
(a  few  merchandife  only  excepted)  the  poundage  equal 
upon  alien  and  fobjedt  $  fo  that  this  difference  or  cx- 
cefs  of  three  pence  hath  noe  other  ground  than  that 
graunt.  It  falleth  to  be  the  fame  in  quantity ;  there  is* 
no  ftatute  for  it,  and  therefore  it  can  have  no  ftrengtlr 
but  from  the  Merchant's  graunts ;  and  the  Merchants' 
graunts  can  have  noe  ftrength  but  from  the  King's 
power  to  impofe. 

.  .Fer  the  merchants  Englijh  take  the  notable  record  up 
ly  E.  3.  where  the  Commons  complained  of  the  fortic 
killings  upon  the  fack  ©f  wooll  as  a  maletolle  fet  by 
the  aflent  of  the  Merchants  without  confent  of  Parlia- 
ment;  nay  they  difpute  and  fay  it  were  hard  that  the 
Merchant's  confent  fhould  be  in  damage  of  the  Cbminons. 
What  feyeth  the  King  to  them?  doth  he  grant  it  or 
give  way  to  it?  noe;  but  replyes  upon  them  and  faycth 
it  cannot  be  rightly  conftrued  to  be  in  prejudice  of  Com- 
mons,  the  rather  becaufe  provifiorr  was  made,  that  the- 
Merchants:  fhould  not  worke  upon  them,  by  colour  of 
that  payment  to  encreafe  their  price ;  in  that  there  was 
&  price  certain  fett  upon  the  woolly  and  there  was  an 
end  of  that  matter ;  which  plainly  affirmeth  the  force  of 
the  Merchant's  graunts.  fo  then  the  force  of  the  graunts' 
of  Merchants  both  Englijh  and  ftrangers  appcareth,  and 
their  graunts  being  not  corporate  are  but  noun  adjeBU 
ves  without  the  King's  power  to  impofe. 

The  third  eonfideration  is  of  the  firft  and  moft  an- 
cient commencement  of  cuftoms ;  wherein  I  am  fome- 
what  to  feek ;    for  as  the  poet  faith  Ingrediturque  foloy; 
&  cafut  inter  nubila  condit.  the  beginning  of  it  is  ob- 

fcurc^ 
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fcure  j  but  I  rather  conceive  that  it  is  by  common  l?w 
than  by  grant  in  Parliament;  for  firft,  Mr.  Dior's  opi- 
nion was,  that  the  ancient  cuftora  for  exportation  w^ 
by  the  common  lawes  j  and  goeth  further,  that  that  an- 
cient cuftom  was  the  cuftom  upon  woolles  woollfelles  and 
leather,  he  was  deceived  In  the  particular,  and  the  di- 
ligence of  your  fearch  hath  revealed  it  $  for  that  cu- 
ftome  upon  thefe  three  merchandizes  grew  by  grant  of 
Parliament  30  E.  I.  but  the  opinion  in  general  waa 
founde;  for  there  was  a  cuftom  bpfqre  that  5  for  the 
records  themfelves  which  fpeak  of  that  cuftom  do  terdi 
it  a  new  cuftom  alentour  del  novel  cujtome,  as  concern? 
ing  the  new  cuftom  granted,  £f<:.  this  is  pregnant  ther* 
was  yet  a  more  ancient.  80  for  the  ftrangers,  the  graunt 
in  3 1  E.  I.  Chart.  Mercator.  is  that  the  three  penct 
graunted  by  the  ftrangers  fhould  be  ultra  antiques  cuftu- 
mas ,  which  hath  no  affinity  with  that  cuftom  upon  the 
three  fpecies,  but  prefuppofeth  more  auncient  cuftopis  \u 
general ;  now  if  any  man  think  that  thofe  more  ancienjt 
cuftoms  were  likewife  by  a<3:  of  Parliament,  it  is  but 
a  conje&ure ;  it  is  never  recited  ultra  antiquas  cujlumas 
prius  concejfas  ,  and  a&s  of  Parliament  were  not  mucfr 
ftirring  before  the  great  charter,  which  was  9  H.  JUL 
And  therefore  I  conceive  with  Mr.  Dyer  that  wliatfo- 
ever  was  the  ancient  cuftom  was  by  the  common  law. 
And  if  by  the  common  law,  then  what  other  means  ca$i 
be  imagined  of  the  commencement  of  it  but  by  the 
King's  impofing. 

The  fourth  confideration  is  of  the  manner  that  was 
held  in  Parliament  in  the  abolifhing  of  impofitions  lay- 
ed,  wherein  I  will  confider  firft  the  manner  of  the  per 

Y  y  titions 
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titions  exhibited  in  Parliament;  and  more  fpecially  the 
nature  of  the  King's  anfweres.  For  the  petitions  I 
note  two  things ;  firft,  that  to  my  remembrance  there 
was  never  anie  petition  made  for  the  revoking  of  anic 
impofition  upon  foreign  merchants  only.  It  pleafed  the 
Decemviri  in  50  E.  II.  to  deface  chart.  Mercator*  and 
fo  the  impofition  upon  ftrangers  as  againft  lawe :  but 
the  opinion  of  thefe  reformers  I  doe  not  much  truft,  for 
they  of  their  gentlenefs  did  likewife  bring  in  doubte  the 
demye  mark,  which  it  is  manifeft  was  grauntcd  by  Par- 
liament, and  pronounced  by  them  the  King  fhould  have 
it,  ///  avoir  le  doit:  but  this  is  declared  voyd  by  i°  E.  III. 
which  reneweth  chart.  Mercator.  and  voyde  mull  it 
needs  be,  becaufe  it  was  an  ordinance  by  commiflion  on- 
ly, and  that  in  the  time  of  a  weak  King,  and  never  ei- 
ther warranted  or  confirmed  by  Parliament  Secondly  I 
note  that  petitions  were  made  promifcuoufly  for  taking 
away  impofitions  fett  by  Parliament  as  well  as  without 
Parliament ;  nay  that  very  tax  of  the  neufiefme  the  ninth 
ftieafe  or  fleece  which  is  recited  to  be  againft  the  King'8 
oath  and  in  blemifhment  of  his  crown  was  an  a£t  of 
Parliament,  140  £.  III.  fo  then  to  inferr  that  impofiti- 
ons were  againft  lawe,  becaufe  they  are  taken  away  by 
fucceeding  Parliaments  it  is  no  argument  at  all,  becaufe 
the  impofitions  fett  by  the  Parliaments  themfelves,  which 
noe  man  will  fay  were  againft  lawe  were  neverthelefs 
afterwards  pulled  downe  by  Parliament.  But  indeed  the 
argument  holdeth  rather  the  other  waye ,  that  becaufe 
they  took  not  their  remedy e  in  the  King's  courtes  of  ju- 
ftice,  but  did  flye  to  the  Parliament,  therefore  they  were 
thought  to  ftand  with  lawe. 

Now 
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Now  for  the  King's  anfweres :  if  the  impofitions  com- 
plained of  had  been  againft  lawe,  then  the  King's  an- 
fwere  ought  to  have  been  fimple,  tanquam  refponfio  cate- 
gorica\  non  hypothetical  as  lett  them  be  repealed,  or  lett 
the  law  runne ;  but  contrarywife  they  admitt  all  man- 
ner of  diverfitys  and  qualifications  for 

Sometimes  the  King  difputeth  the  matter  and  doth 

nothing,  as  17  E.  III. 
Sometimes  the  King  diftinguifheth  of  reafonable  and 

not  reafonable,  as  38  E.  III. 
Sometimes  he  aboliiheth  them  in  part,  and  letteth 
them  fland  in  part,    as  1 1  £.  II.  the  record  of 
the  Mutuum,  and  14  £.  III.  the  printed  ftatute, 
whereof  I  fhall  fpeak  more  anon. 
Sometimes  that  no  impofition  fhall  be  fett  during 
the  time  that  the  grauntes  made  of  fubfidies  by 
Parliament  fhall  continue,  as  47  E.  III. 
Sometimes  that  they  fhall  ceafe  ad  voluntatem  no- 

Jiram. 
And  fometimes  that  they  fhall  hold  over  their  term 
prefixed  or  afleifed. 
All  which  fheweth  that  the  King  did  not  difclaime 
them  as  unlawfull,  for  alt  us  legitimus  non  recipit  tempus 
aut  condttionem.     If  it  had  been  a  difaffirmance  by  lawe 
they  muft  have  gone  down  in  felt  do ,    but  now  you  fee 
they  have  been  tempered  and  qualified  as  the  King  fawe 
convenient. 

The  fifth  confideration,  is  of  that  which  is  offered  by 
way  of  objeftion  ;  which  is,  firft,  that  fiich  grauntes  have 
been  ufually  made  by  confent  of  Parliament ;  and  fe- 
condly,  that  the  ftatutes  of  fubfidys  of  tonnage  and  poun- 
dage have  been  made  as  a  kind  of  flint  and  limitation, 

Yy  2  that 
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thik  thfe  King  fliould  hold  hi/nfelf  unto  the  proportion 
fo  grawAed  and  Wot  impofe  fortihef,  the  rather  bec^trfe 
it  is  expefled  in  tfbftte  of  tilde  fixture's  of  tonnage  and 
ptotrndage,  foftidtifftfes  \y  Vay  of  pTOtfeftation,  and  fome- 
times  by  \vty  of  cofndititfn  that  'they  fhafl  not  be  taken 
in  prefident,  or  that  the  King  ihall  not  impofe  any  fur- 
ther rates  or  ttovfelfy's,  as  6  R.  H  9ffe.ll.  13  #.  IV. 
1  H.  V.  which  fubfidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage  have 
fuch  cla'ufes  and  Cautions. 

To  this  objection  I  give  this  anfwer.  Tirft,  that  it 
is  hot  ftrange  with  Kings,  for  their  own  better  ftrength, 
and  the  better  contentment  of  their  people,  todoethofe 
things  by  Parliament  which  nevertheless  have  jperfe&ion 
enough  without  Parliament.  tVee  fee  their  own  rights 
to  the  crown  which  are  inherent,  yet  thqy  take  recogni- 
tion of  them  by  Parliament.  And  there  was  <a  fpeciall 
reafon  why  they  fliould  doe  it  in  this  cafe,  for  they  had 
found  by  experience  that  if  they  had  not  confent  in  Par- 
liament to  the  fetting  of  them  up,  they  could  not  have 
avoided  fuite  in  Parliament  for  the  taking  of  them 
downe.  Befides  there  were  fome  things  requisite  In  the 
manner  of  the  levy  for  the  better  ftrengthning  of  the 
fame,'  which  percafe  could  not  be  done  without  Par- 
liament, as  the  taking  the  oath  of  the  party  touch- 
ing the  value,  the  inviting  of  the  difcovery  of  conceal- 
ment of  cuftom  by  giving  the  moiety  to  the  informer, 
and  the  like.  Now  in  fpeciall  for  the  ftatiites  offiibfi- 
tjyes  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  I  note  three  things.  Fifft, 
that  the  confideration  of  the  graunt  is  not  layed  to  be  for 
the  reftrayning  of  impofitions,  but  exprefly  for- the  guard- 
ing of  the  fea.     Secondly,  that  it  is  true  -that  the^nci- 

ent 
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rat  fermisjTiore  peremptory,  and  the  modem  .more  fub- 
mife;  for  in  the  ancient  forme  fometiroes  they  Infect  a 
flott  condition  that  the  King  (hall  jx>c  further  impofe ; 
in  *he  latter  they  )humhly  .pray  that  tthe  merchants  may 
be  jdemcaned  without  opprefllon  paying (thafe .rates  -,  Jbist 
whorher  it  be  (application ,  or  whether  k:be  condition, 
it  rather  impUeth  die  King  /hath  a  power ;  for  elfe  *botb 
were  needlefs,  for  conditio  annc&tilur  ubi  liberties  frefu- 
mitur,  and  the  word  opprefllon  feemeth  to  referr  to  ex- 
ceflive  impofitions.  And  thirdly,  that  the  flatutes  of 
tonnage  and  poundage  are  but  cumulative  and  not  pri- 
vative of  the  King's  power  precedent  appeareth  notably 
in  the  three  pence  overplus,  which  is  paid  by  the  mer- 
chants ftrangers,  which  fhould  be  taken  away  quite,  if 
thofe  flatutes  were  taken  to  be  limitations ;  for  in  that, 
as  was  touched  before,  the  rates  are  equall  in  the  gene- 
rality between  fubjedls  and  ftrangers,  and  yet  that  im- 
pofition,  notwithftanding  any  fuppofed  reftridlion  of  thefe 
adtes  of  fubfidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage  remaineth  at 
this- day. 

The  fixth  confideration  is  likewifc  of  an  objection, 
which  is  matter  of  pra&ife,  viz.  that  from  R.  II.  time 
to  Q±_Marie ,  which  is  almoft  200  years,  there  was 
an  intermifllon  of  impofitions,  as  appeareth  both  by  re- 
cords and  the  cuftome  books. 

To  which  I  anfwer ,  both  that  we  have  in  effedt  an 
equal  number  of  years  to  countervayle  them,  namely, 
100  years  in  the  times  of  the  three  Kings  Edwards 
added  to  60  of  our  laft  yeares ;  and  extrema  obruunt  me- 
dia ,  for  wee  have  both  the  reverence  of  antiquity  and 
the  poffefllon  of  the  prefent  times,    and  they  but  the 

middle 
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middle  times;  and  befides  in  ail  true  judgment  there  is 
a  very  great  difference  between  an  ufage  to  prove  a  thing 
lawful,  and  a  non-ufage  to  prove  it  unlawful :  for  the 
practice  plainly  implieth  confent ;  but  the  difcontinuance 
may  be  either  becaufe  it  was  not  needful,  though  law- 
ful ;  or  becaufe  there  was  found  a  better  meanes,  as  I 
think  it  was  indeed  in  refpedt  of  the  double  cuftomes  by 
meanes  of  the  ftaple  at  Calis. 


The 
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The  judicial  Charge  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  the 
Kings Sollicitor^  upon  the  CommiJJion  of  Oyer 
and  Determiner  held  for  the  Verge  of  the 
Court  *. 

YOU  are  to  know  and  confider  well,  the  duty  and 
fcrvice  to  which  you  are  called ,  and  whereupon 
you  are  by  your  oath  charged.  It  is  the  happy  eflate 
and  condition  of  the  fubjed  of  this  realm  of  England, 
that  he  is  not  to  be  impeached  in  his  life,  lands,  or 
goods,  by  flying  rumours  or  wandring  fames  and  re- 
ports, or  fecret  and  privie  inquifitions;  but  by  the  oath 
and  prefentment  of  men  of  honeft  condition,  in  the  face 
of  juftice.  But  this  happy  eftate  of  the  fubjedt,  will 
turn  to  hurt  and  inconvenience,  if  thofe  that  hold  that 
part  which  you  are  now  to  perform,,  fhall  be  negligent 
and  remifs  in  doing  their  duty;  for  as  of  two  evils  it  were 
better  mens  doings  were  looked  into  aver  ftridtly  and 
feverely,  than  that  there  fhould  be  a  notorious  impunity 
of  malefadlors ;  as  was  well  and  wifely  faid  of  ancient 
time,  a  man  were  better  live  where  nothing  is  lawful, 
than  where  all  things  are  lawful.  This  therefore  refts 
in  your  care  and  confcience,  forafmuch  as  at  you  juflicc 
begins ,  and  the  law  cannot  purfue  and  chafe  offenders 
to  their  deferved  fall,  except  you  firft  put  them  up  and 
difcover  them,  whereby  they  may  be  brought  to  anfwer  $ 
for  your  verdidk  is  no*  concluding  to  condemn,    but  it 


*  Several  times  incorreflly  printed,  without  the  proper  title,  now  amended 
by  the  original. 
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is  neceffary  to  charge,  and  without  it  the  Court  cannot 
proceed  to  condemn. 

Confidering  therefore  that  yee  are  the  eye  of  Juftice, 
ye  ought  to  be  fingle  without  partial  affedlion ;  watchful, 
not  afleep,  or  falfe  afleep  in  wiliking  at  offenders,  and 
fharp  fighted  to  proceed  with  underflanding  and  difcre- 
tion;  for  in  a  word,  if  you  (hall  not  prefent  unto  the 
Court  all  foeh  offences,  as  (hall  appear  unto  you  either 
by  evidence  given  in,  or  otherwife  (mark  what  I  fay)  df 
your  own  knowledge,  which  have  been  committed  with- 
in the  verge,  which  is  as  it  were  the  limits  of  your  fur- 
vey,  but  fhall  fmother  and  conceal  any  offence  willingly, 
then  the  guiltinefs  of  others  will  cleave  to  your  confid- 
ences, before  God ;  and  befides,  you  are  anfwerable  in 
fbme  degree  to  the  King  and  his  law>  for  fuch  your  de- 
fault  and  fuppreffion;  and  therefore  take  good  regard  un- 
to it,  you  are  to  ferve  the  King  and  his  people,  you  are  to 
kteep  and  obferve  your  oath,  you  are  to  acquit  your  felvts. 

But  there  is  yet  more  caufe  why  you  fhotild  take  more 
efpecial  regard  to  your  prefentments ,  than  any  other 
grand  juries,  within  the  counties  of  this  Kingdom  at  large. 
f6r  as  it  is  a  neerer  degree  and  approach  uAto  the  King, 
which  is  the  fountain  of  jiiftice  and  government,  to  be 
tiie  King's  fervant,  than  to  be  die  King's  fubjeft  ;  fo  this 
COmmiffion  ordained  for  the  King's  fervams  and  liouf- 
hold,  ought  in  the  execution  of  Juftice  to  be  exempla- 
fy  unto  other  places;  David  faith  (who  was  a  King) 
*the  wicked  man  Jhall  not  abid*  in  my  hbufe-,  as  taking 
knowledge  that  it  was  impoffible  for  Kings  to  extend 
their  care,  to  banifli  wickednefs  over  all  their  land  or  em- 
pire; 
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pirc ;  but  yet  at  leaft  they  ought  to  undertake  to  God  for 
their  houfe. 

We  fee  further  that  the  law  doth  fo  efteem  the  dignity 
of  the  King's  fettled  manfion-houfe,  as  it  hath  laid  unto 
it  a  plot  of  twelve  miles  round,  which  we  call  the  Verge,  to 
be  fubjedt  to  a  fpecial  and  exempted  jurifdi&ion,  depending 
upon  his  perfon  and  great  officers.  This  is  as  a  half  pace, 
or  cafpet  fpread  about  the  King's  chair  of  eftate,  which 
therefore  ought  to  be  cleared  and  voided  more  than  other 
plates  of  the  kingdome;  for  if  offences  (hall  be  fhrouded    v 
under  the  King's  wings,what  hope  is  thereof  difcipline  and 
good  juftice  in  more  remote  parts  ?  We  fee  the  fun  when  it 
is  at  the  brighteft,  there  may  be  perhaps  a  bank  of  clouds 
in  the  north  or  the  weft ,   or  remote  regions,  but  near  hi$ 
body  few  or  none;    for  where  the  King  cometh,  thei* 
fhould  come  peace,  and  order,  and  an  awe  and  reverence 
in  mens  hearts.   And  this  jurifdi&ion  was  in  ancient  time  Articuli  fupcr 
executed,  aftd  fince  by  ftatute  ratified  by  the  Lord  Steward,  f J^'J;3* 
with  great  ceremony  in  the  nature  of  a  peculiar  King's  33  H.  8.  *.i  a. 
Bench,    for  the  Verge ,  for  it  was  thought  a  kind  of  e- 
clipfing  to  the  King's  honour,  that  where  the  King  was, 
any  juftice  fhould  be  fought  but  immediately  from  his  own 
officers.     But  in  refpeft  that  office  was  oft  void,  this  com- 
miflion  hath  fucceeded,   which  change  I  do  not  diflike, 
for  though  it  hath  lefs  ftate,  yet  it  hath  more  ftrength  le- 
gally ;    therefore  I  fay,  you  that  are  a  jury  of  the  Verge, 
fhould  lead  and  give  a  pattern  unto  others  in  the  care 
and  confcience  of  your  presentments. 

Concerning  the  particular  points  and  articles  whereof 
you  fhall  inquire ,  I  will  help  your  memory  and  mine 
own  with  order,  neither  will  I  loade  you  or  trouble  my 

Z  z  felf  ' 
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felf  with  every  branch  of  feveral  offences,  but  fland  npol* 
thofe  that  are  principal  and  moft  in  ufe:  The  offences 
therefore  that  you  are  to  prefent  are  of  four  natures. 

<  • 

.   j.  The  firft,  fuch  as  concern  God  and  his  Church. 

2.  The  fecond>   fuch  as  concern  the  King  and  his 
eflate. 

3.  The  third,  fuch  as  concern  the  King's  people,  and 
are  capital. 

4.  The  fourth,  fuch  as  concern  the  King's  people,  not 
Capital. 

God  and  bis  The  fervice  of  Almighty  God,  upon  whofebtefllngthe 
peace,  fafety,  and  good  eftateof  King  and  kingdom  doth 
depend,  may  bt  violated,  and  God  difhonoured  in  three 
manners;  by  profanation,  by  contempt,  and  by  diviiion* 
or  breach  of  unity.  ... 

Prtf* nations.      Firft,  if  any  man  hath  depraved  or  abufed  in  word  or 

1  Ed.  6.  e.i.    .      ,    _  '      %       *%  _  •./%,,, 

&  1  Elisor,  s.  deed  the  blefled  Sacrament,  or  dilturbed  the  preacher  or 
5  Ed.  6.  Sc.  4.  congregation  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice,  or  if  any  have 
*$E.i. Star,  malicioufly  flricken  with  weapon,  or  drawn  weapon  in 
any  church  or  church-yard,  or  if  any  fair  or  market  have 
been  kept  in  any  church-yard,    thefe  are  prophanations 
within  the  purview  of  feveral  flatutes,  and  thefe  you  are 
to  prefent  j  for  holy  things,  a&ions,  times,  andfacred  pla- 
ces, are  to  be  preferved  in  reverence  and  divine  refpeft. 
Contempts.  For  contempts  of  our  church  and  fervice ,    they  are 

x  tcujancy.  comprehended  in  that  known  name,  which  too  many  (if 
it  pleafedGod)  bear,  recufancy;  which  offence  hath  many 
branches  and  dependencies:  the  wife  recufant,  (he  tempts; 
the  church-papift,  he  feeds  and  relieves;    the  corrupt 

fchool- 
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fchool-mafter,  he  foweth  tares ;   the  diflembler,  be  con- 

formeth  and  doth  not  communicate.     Therefore,    if 

any  pcrfon,  man,    or  woman,   wife,  or  fole,  above  the 

age  of  fixteen  years,  not  having  fome  lawful  excufe,  have 

not  repaired  to  church  according  to  the  feveral  flatutes, 

the  one  for  the  weekly,  the  other  for  the  monthly  repair* 

you  are  to  prefent  both  the  offence,    and  the  time  how 

long.  Again,  fuch  as  maintain,  relieve,  keep  in  fervice  of 

livery,  recufants,  though  themfelves  be  none^    you  are 

likewife  to  prefent ;  for  thefe  be  like  the  roots  of  nettle*, 

which  fling  not  themfelves ,    but  bear  and  maintain  the 

flinging  leaves,    fo  of  any  that  keepeth  a  fchool-mafter 

that  comes  not  to  church ,   or  is  not  allowed  by  the  Bi- 

fhop,  for  that  infection  may  fpread  farre.   fo  fuch  recur 

(ants  as  have  been  eonvi&ed  and  conformed,  and  have  not 

received  the  facrament  once  a  year,  for  that  is  the  touch* 

/lone  of  their  true  converfion.    and  of  thefe  offences  of 

recufancie,  take  you  fpecial  regard.  •  Twelve  ipiles  from 

court  is  no  region  for  fuch  fubjedts.    In  tfce  name  of  God, 

why  fhould  not  twelve  miles  about  the  King's  chair  be 

as  free  from  papifl  recufants,   as  twelve  miles  from  the 

city  of  Rome  (the  popes  chair)  is  from  Proteflants.    There 

be  hypocrites  and  atheifls,    and  fol  fear  there  be  a- 

mongftusj  but,  no  open  contempt  of  their  religion  is  % 

endured.    If  there  mufl  be  recufants,  it  were  better  they 

lurked  in  the  country,    than  here  in  the  bofome  of  the 

kingdome. 

For  matter  of  divifion  and  breach  of  unity ,    it  is  not  Breach  of  lA 
without  a  myftery,  that  Chrifl's  coat  had  no  feam,  nor*'^ 
no  more  fhould  the  Church,  if  it  were  poflible.     There- 
fore if  any  minifter  refufe  to  ufe  the  book  of  common- 

Z  2  2  prayer, 
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prayer,  or  wilfully  fwerveth  in  divine  fervice  from 
that  book,  or  if  any  perfon  whatfoever  do  fcandalize 
that  book,  and  fpeak  openly  and  malicioufly  in  deroga- 
tion of  it,  fuch  men  do  but  make  a  rent  in  the  garment^ 
and  foch  are  by  you  to  be  enquired  of.  But  much  more* 
fuch  as  are  not  only  differing,  but  in  a  fort  oppofite  unto 
it,  by  ufing  a  fuperftitious  and  corrupted  form  of  divine 
fervice,  I  mean  fuch  as  fay  or  hear  mafle. 

Thefe  offences  which  I  have  recited  to  you,  are  a- 
gainft  the  fervice  and  worfhip  of  God  :  There  remain 
two  which  likewife  pertain  unto  the  difhonour  of  God ; 
the  one,  is  the  abufe  of  his  name,  by  perjury ;  the  other 
is,  the  adhering  to  God*s  declared  enemies,  evil  and  out- 
caft  fpirits,  by  conjuration  and  witchcraft. 

Perjury.  For  perjury,  it  is  hard  to  fay,   whether  it  be  more 

odious  to  God,  or  pernicious  to  man ;  for  an  oath,  faith 
the  Apoftle,  is  the  end  of  controverfies ;  If  therefore 
that  boundary  of  fuits  be  taken  away  or  mis-fet,  where 
fhall  be  the  end  ?  Therefore  you  are  to  enquire  of  wil- 
ful and  corrupt  perjury  in  any  of  the  King's  courts, 
yea,  of  court  barons  and  the  like,  and  that  as  well  of 
the  a&ors,  as  of  the  procurer  and  fuborner. 

Onjurathn        For  witchcraft,  by  the  former  law  it  was  not  death, 

*ni  Witch-  .  «       i  i  /*-     •  •  /•••/•• 

<r*fl.  except  it  were  aaual  and  grofle  invocation  of  evil  fpi- 

rits, or  making  covenant  with  them,  or  taking  away 
life  by  witchcraft :    But  now  by  an  aft  in  his  Majefty's 

i  jac.  e.  i,2.  times,  charms  and  forceries  in  certain  cafes  of  procuring 
of  unlawful  love  or  bodily  hurt,  and  fome  others,  are 
made  felony,  the  fecond  offence :  the  firft  being  impri- 
sonment and  pillory. 

i  And 
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And  here  I  do  conclude  my  firft  part  concerning  re-  Suprmaey 
ligion  and  ecclefiaftical  caufes;  wherein  it  may  be  thought,  offenus  tf 
that  I  do  forget  matters  of  Supremacy,  or  of  Jefuits,  and  taii' 
Seminaries,  and  the  like,  which  are  ufually  forted  with 
caufes  of  religion  :  But  I  muft  have  leave  to  direft  my 
felf  according  to  mine  own  perfuafion,  which  is,  that 
whatfoever  hath  been  faid  or  written  on  the  other  fide, 
all  the  late  ftatutes  which  inflidt  capital  punifhment 
upon  extollers  of  the  Pope's  fupremacy,  deniers  of  the 
King's  fupremacy,  Jefuits  and  Seminaries,  and  other  of- 
fenders of  that  nature,  have  for  their  principal  fcope, 
not  the  punifhment  of  the  error  of  confcience,  but  the 
reprefling  of  the  peril  of  the  eftate.  This  is  the  true 
fpirit  of  thefe  laws,  and  therefore  I  will  place  them  un- 
der my  fecond  divifion,  which  is,  of  offences  that  con- 
cern the  King  and  his  eftate,  to  which  now  I  come, 

Thefe  offences  therefore  refpedt  either  the  fafety  oi toe  King  and 
the  King's  perfon,  or  the  fafety  of  his  eftate  and  king-'*'*""- 
dome,  which  though  they  cannot  be  diflevered  in  deed, 
yet  they  may  be  diftinguifhed  in  fpeech.     Firft  then,  if 
any  have  confpired  againft  the  life  of  the  King,  which  neKinfs 
God  have  in  his  cuftody,  or  of  the  Queen's  majefty,  ot^"' 
of  the  moft  noble  Prince  their  eldeft  fon ;  the  very  com- 
pafllng  and  inward  imagination  thereof  is  high  treafon, 
if  it  can  be  proved  by  any  fadt  that  is  overt :   for  in  the 
cafe  of  fo  fuddain,  dark,    and  pernicious,  and  peremp- 
tory attempts,    it  were  too  late  for  the  law  to  take  a 
blowe  before  it  gives,  and  this  high  treafon  of  all  other 
is  moft  heynous,  of  which  you  (hall  enquire,  though.  I 
hope  there  be  no  caufe. 

Thece 
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Privy  Council.  There  is  another  capital  offence  that  hath  an  affinity 
with  this,  whereof  you  here  within  the  Verge  are  moft 
properly  to  enquire  ;  the  King's  Privy  council  are  as  the 
principal  watch  over  the  fafety  of  the  King,  fo  as  their 
fafety  is  a  portion  of  his:  If  therefore  any  of  the  King's 
fcrvants  within  his  cheque  roll  (for  to  them  only  the 
law  extends)  have  confpired  the  death  of  any  of  the  King's 
Privy  council;  this  is  felony,  and  thereof  you  ihall 
enquire. 

ReprejtHtation      And  fince  we  are  now  in  that  branch  of  the  King's 

of  bis  per/on.    ^^  .   j  wfll  fpeafc  dfo  of  ^  ^^  ^^  fey  ^^ 

fentation,  and  the  treafons  which  touch  the  fame. 

The  King's  perfon  and  authority  is  reprefented  in 
three  things;  in  his  Seals,  in  his  Moneys,  and  in  his 
principal  Magiftrates :  if  therefore  any  have  counterfeit- 
ed the  King's  great  Seal,  privy  Seal,  or  Seal  manual ;  or 
counterfeited,  clipped,  or  fcaled  his  moneys,  or  other 
moneys  currant,  this  is  high  treafbn ;  fo  is  it  to  kill  cer- 
tain great  Officers  or  Judges  executing  their  office. 
2k  eftate,  We  will  pafle  now  to  thofe  treafons,  which  concern 

the  fafety  of  the  King's  eftate,  which  arc  of  three  kinds 
anfwering  to  three  perils  which  may  happen  to  an  c- 
Aate :   Thefe  perils  are  foreign  invafion,  open  rebellion 
and  fedition,  and  privy  pra&ice,  to  alienate  and  eftrange 
the  hearts  of  the  fubje&s.  and  to  prepare  them,  either 
to  adhere  to  enemies,  or  to  burft  out  into  tumults  and 
commotions  of  themfelves. 
invafion  and       Therefore  if  any  perfon  have  follicited  or  procured 
Rebellion.      any  invafion  from  foreigners,    or   if  any  have  com- 
bined to  raife  and  ftir   the  people  to  rebellion  within 
the  realm;  thefe  are  high  treafons,  tending  to  the  over- 
throw 
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throw  of  the  eftate  of  this  Common- wealth,  and  to  be' 
enquired  of. 

The  third  part  of  praftice  hath  divers  branches,  but  AUen*ti<m  rf 
one  principal  root  in  thefe  our  times,  which  is  the  vaft  '"*"• 
and  over-fpreading  ambition  and  ufurpation  of  the  See 
of  Rome:  for  the  Pope  of  Rome  is,  according  to  his  late 
challenges  and  pretences,  become  a  competitor  and  cor- 
rival  with  the  King,  for  the  hearts  and  obediences  of 
the  King's  fubjecfts.  he  ftands  for  it,  he  fends  over  his 
love  tokens  and  brokers  (under  colour  of  confcience)  to 
fteal  and  winne  away  the  hearts  and  allegiances  of  the 
people,  and  to  make  them  as  fuel  ready  to  take  fire  up- 
on any  his  commandments :  This  is  that  yoke  which 
this  kingdom  hath  happily  caft  off,  even  at  fuch  time 
when  the  Popifli  religion  was  neverthelefle  continued, 
and  that  divers  ftates  which  are  die  Pope's  vaflals  do 
likewiie  begin  to  (hake  off. 

If  therefore  any  perfon  have  maintained  and**extolled  Suprmarr, 
the  ufurped  authority  of  the  bifhop  of  Rome,  within  the  j'eHz*'  c*i. 
King's  dominions,  by  writing*  preaching,  or  deed,  ad-  Jcfuil*» &c- 
vifedly,  diredtly,  and  malicioufly;  or  if  any  perfon  have3  jac,  f>4,  ^, 
publiflied  or  put  in  ure  any  of  the  Pope's  bulls  or  in- 
{Iruments  of  abfolution  j   or  if  any  perfon  have  with- 
drawn and  reconciled  any  of  the  King's  fubjeds  from 
their  obedience,  or  been  withdrawn  and  reconciled ;  ot 
if  any  fubjeft  have  refufed  the  fecond  time,  to  take  the 
oath  of  fupremacy  lawfully  tendred ;  or  if  any  Jcfuit  or  28  £jiz  f  ^ 
Seminary  come  and  abide  within  this  realm ;   thefe  are 
by  feveral  ftatutes  made    cafes   of  high  treafon,    the 
law  accounting  thefe  things  as  preparatives,  and  the  firft 
wheels  and  fecret  motions  of  feditiona  and  revolts  from 

the 


360  Judicial  Qiarge  upon  the 

the  King's  obedience.  Of  thefe  you  are  to  enquire  both  of 
the  a&ors  and  of  their  abettors,   comforters,  receivers, 

ijEUz.  c. 2.  maintainers,   and  concealers;  which  in  fome  cafes  are 

23  lz# c-  *•  traitors,  as  well  as  the  principal,  in  fome  cafes  in  prae- 
munire, in  fome  other  in  mifprifion  of  treafon,  (which 
I  will  not  ftand  to  diftinguifh)  and  in  fome  other,  fe- 
lony ;  as  namely,  that  of  the  receiving  and  relieving  of 
Jefuits  and  Priefts :   The  bringing  in  and  difperfiiig  of 

Agnus  Dci's.  Agnus  Dei's,  crofles,  piftures,  or  fuch  trafh,  is  likewife 
praemunire,  and  fo  is  the  denial  to  take  the  oath  of  fu- 
premacy  the  firft  time. 

Military.  And  becaufe  in  the  difpofition  of.  a  ftate  to  troubles 

and  perturbations,  military  men  are  mod  tickle,  and 
dangerous;  therefore  if  any  of  the  King's  fubjeite  go 
over  to  ferve  in  foreign  parts,  and  do  not  firfl  endure 
the  touch,  that  is,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance;  or  if  jhe 
have  bom  office  in  any  army,  and  do  not  enter  into  bond 
with  fureties  as  is  prefcribed,  this  is  made  felony,  and 
fuch  as  you  fhall  enquire,  i 

Prophecies.  Laftly,  becaufe  the  vulgar  people  are  fometimes  led 
with  vain  and  fond  prophecies ;  If  any  fuch  fhall  be  pub* 
lifhed,  to  the  end  to  move  flirs  or  tumults,  this  is  not 
felony,  but  punifhed  by  a  year's  imprifbnment*  and  lofle 
of  goods ;  and  of  this  alfo  fhall  you  enquire.  You  fhall 
likewife  underftand  that  the  efcape  of  any  prifoner  com- 
mitted for  treafon,  is  treafon ;  whereof  you  are  likewife 
to  enquire. 

the  people  Now  come  I  to  the  third  part  of  my  divifion,  that 

capital.        .^  tj1QJpe  0ffences  which  concern  the  King's  people,  and 

are  capital,   which  neverthelefs  the  law  terms  offences 
againft  the  Crown,  in  refpeft  of  the  prote&ion  that  the 

King 
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King  hath  of  his  people,  and  the  interefl  he  hath  in 
them  and  their  welfare;  for  touch  them,  touch  the 
King ;  thefe  offences  are  of  three  natures : 

The  firfl  concerneth  the  confervation  of  their  lives* 
The  fecond,  of  honour  and  honcfty  of  their  perion* 
and  families. 

And  the  third,  of  their  fiibftancc. 

Firft  for  life;  I  mufl  fcy  unto  yos  in  general,  that^jfr- 
fife  is  grown,  too  cheap  ia  thefe  times,  it  is  fet  at  the 
price  of  words,  and  every  petty  fcorn  or  difgrace,  ca» 
have  no  other  reparation ;  nay  fo  many  mens  lives  are 
taken  away  with  impunity,  that  the  very  life  of  the  law 
is  almoft  taken  away,  which  is  the  execution ;  and  there- 
fore though  we  cannot  reftore  the  life  of  thofe  men 
that  are  flam,  yet  I  pray  let  us  reftore  the  law  to  her 
life,  by  proceeding  with  due  feverity  againft  the  offen- 
ders; and  mod  fpecially  this  plot  of  ground,  (which  as 
I  (aid  is  the  King's  carpet)  ought  not  to  be  ftained  witb 
Uood,  crying  in  the  ears  of  God  and  die  King.  It  is 
true  ncverthelefle,  that  the  law  doth  make  divers  jufl 
differences  of  life  taken  away ;  but  yet  no  fuch  differ- 
ences as  the  wanton  humors  and  braveries  of  men,  have 
undo:  a  reverend  name  of  honour  and  reputation  invent- 
ed. The  higheft  degree  is  where  fuch  a  one  is  killed, 
unto  whom  the  offender  did  bear  faith  and  obedience  $ 
as  the  fervant  to  the  mailer,  the  wife  to  the  hufband„ 
the  clerk  to  the  prelate ;  and  I  (hall  ever  add,  (for  fo  I 
conceive  the  law)  the  child  to  the  father  or  die  mo- 
ther, and  this*  the  law  termes  petty  treafon- 

A  a  a  The 
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The  fecond  is,  where  a  man  is  (lain  upon  forethought 
malice,  which  the  law  termes  murther,  and  it  is  an 
otience  horrible  and  odious,  and  cannot  be  blauhched 
nor  made  fair,  bat  foul. 

The  third  is,  where  a  man  is  killed  upon  a  faddain 
keat  or  affiray,  whereunto  the  law  gives  fome  little  fa- 
i  >c  f  i.  vour,  becaufe  a  man  in  fiiry  is  not  himfelf,  Ira  furor 
brevis,  wrath  is  a  (hort  madnefs ;  and  the  wifdome  of 
law  in  his  Majefties  time  hath  made  a  fubdivifion  of 
the  ftab  given,  where  the  party  ftabbed  is  out  of  de- 
fence, and  had  not  given  the  firft  blowe,  from  other  man- 
flanghftTs, 

The  fourth  degree,  is  that  of  killing  a  man  in  the 
parties  own  defence,  or  by  mifadventure,  which  though 
they  be  not  felonies,  yet  neverthelefle  the  law  doth  not 
fbffer  them  to  go  unpunished ;  becaufe  it  doth  difcern 
feme  lparfcs  of  a  bloody  mind  in  the  one,  and  of  caxe- 
lefhefc  in  die  other. 

And  the  fifth  is,  where  the  law  doth  admit  a  kind  of 
JBiHvarion,  not  by  plea,  for  a  man  may  not  (that  hath 
ihad  Kood  affiant  the  law  with  pleading  not-guilty) 
Ik  whea  the  cate  is  found  by  verdidt,  being  difclofed 
tcvxi  the  evidence,  is  where  a  man  in  the  King's  high 
viT  xai  pnrr  is  affiukd  to  be  murthered  or  robbed,  or 
writer  jl  »»**^  defends  his  houfe,  which  is  his  caitle,  a- 
|m(  nuiwfbl  violence ;  or  when  a  fheriff  or  mmifter 
>aT  m&^&  ^  redded  in  the  execution  of  his  office ;  or 
*ofest  ;a*  3*ba*  dveth  m  die  chyrurgions  hands,  upon 
ctvcinc  «  a3cl«j*»  for  thefc  cafes  the  law  doth  privi- 
i&g&.  XCttu?  ^t  d*  aeodt&ty,  and  becaufe  of  the  inno- 

Thus 
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Thus  much  for  the  death  of  man,  of  which  cafes  you 
are  to  enquire,  together  with  the  acceflaries  before  and 
after  the  fa£t. 

For  the  fecond  kind,  which  concerns  the  honour  and'Aw^/jr  *f 
chaftnefle  of  perfons  and  families ;  you  are  to  enquire  of 
the  ravifhment  of  woman,  of  the  taking  of  women  out 
of  the  pofleflion  of  their  parents  or  guardians  againft 
their  will,  or  marrying  them,  or  abufing  them,  of  dou- 
ble marriages,  where  there  was  not  firft  feven  years  ab-  » Jac-  '•  w. 
fence,  and  no  notice  that  the  party  fo  abfent  was  alive, 
and  other  felonies  againft  the  honefty  of  life. 

For  the  third  kind,  which  concerneth  men's  fubftance,  Suhftwe* 
you  fhall  inquire  of  burglaries>  robberies,  cutting  of 
purfes;  and  taking  of  any  thing  from  the  perfon ;  and 
generally  other  ftealths,  afwell  fuch  as  are  plain  as  thofe 
that  are  difguifed,  whereof  I  will  by  and  by  fpeak :  But 
firft  I  muft  require  you  to  ufe  diligence  in  prefenting  fpe- 
daily  thofe  purloynings  and  itnbezilments,.  which  are 
of  plate,  veflell,  or  whatfoever  within  the  King's  houfe; 
The  King's  houfe  is  an  open  place,  it  ought  to  be  kept 
fafe  by  law,  and  not  by  lock,  and  therefore  needeth  the 
more  feverity.  . 

Now  for  coloured  and  difguifed  robberies,  I  will  name  **  Ed.  i. 
two  or  three  of  them.    The  purveyor  that  takes  with-  chvui  "fT. 
out  warrant,  is  no  better  than  a  thief,  and  it  is  felony  j '%  ''  * 
the  fervant  that  hath  the  keeping  of  his  matter's  goods, 2I  H.  8.  c.7., 
and  going  away  with  them,  though  he  came  to  the  pot 
feflion  of  them  lawfully,  it  is  felony.   Of  thefe  you  fhall 
likewife  enquire,  principals  and  acceflaries  ;  The  volun- 
tary efcape  of  a  felon  is  alfo  felony. 

Aaa  2         '  For 
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ibePttpu,  not     For  the  laft  part,  which  is  of  offences  concerning  the 
t*fiUd-         people,  not  capital,  they  are  many:  But  I  wiH  feiact  only 
fuch  as  I  think,  fitteft  to  be  remembred  unto  you,  ftill  di- 
viding to  giv*  you  the  better  light*  They  are  of  ibur 
natures. 

*._The  firft,  is  matter -of  ieroe  and  outrage. 
' ■&'.  T'he Second,  aaatter of  ftavd  and  deceipfc  i ' 

3.  Pnblick  nufeaces  and  grievances.  x 

4.  The  fourth,  breach  and  inohfavance  «f  -certain 
wholfome,  and  politick  laws  "for  government. 


Ttra. 


For  the  firft,  you  fliall  enquire  of  riot*  and  unSaw&l 
afibmbHes,  of  forcible  entries,  and  4etaiacrs  with  forces 
and  properly  of  all  aflaults,  Uriking,  drawing  weapon  or 
other  violence,  -withm  the  King's  -houfe,  ^nditbe  pre- 
cinfts  thereof :  for  the  Kings  honk,  from  wipace  •*»> 
ample  of  peace  fconld  flowe  *rrtothe  ferthefifpai^s  of 
the Kingdome,  as  the  ointment  of  Aarod*  hcad-tolhe 
ikhts  of  his  garment,  ought  to  be  &<**}  and  inviolate 
from  farce  and  brawls,  afwe»  in  rc%e<a  of  reverence  t» 
the  place,  as  in  refpect  of  danger  of  greater  tumult, 
and  of  ill  example  to  the  whole  Kingdom*:  And  there- 
fore in  that  place  all  mould  be  full  of  peace,  order,  re- 
gard, forbearance  and  nlenoe. 

Befides  open  farce,  there  is  a  kind  of  force  that  co 
meth-with  an  armed  hand,  btttdifgoJued  that  is  no  lefle 
hateful  and  hurtful,  and  that  is,  abufe  and  opprcflkm  by 
authority.  And  therefore  you  mall  enquire  of  all  ex- 
tortions in  officers,  and  miniilersj  as  flieriffs,  bailiffs 
of  hundreds,  efcheators,  coroners,  conitables,  ordinaries, 

and 
8 


Gwtmijfion  for  tin  Vergt*  365 

and  others,  who  by  colour  of  office  do  pole  the  people. 

.  For  frauds  and  deceipts,  I  do  chiefly  commend  to  your  FrauJ. 
care,  the  frauds  and  deceipts  in  that  which  is  the  chief 
ivtetins  of  all  juft  contract  and  permutation,  which  is, 
weights  and  meafurcs,  wherein,  although  God  hath  pro- 
nounced, that  a  falfe  weight  is  an  abomination,  yet  the 
*bufe  is  fo  common  and  fo  general,  I  mean  6f  weights, 
{and  I  fpeak  it  upon  knowledge  and  late  examination) 
that  if  one  were  to  build  a  churcly  he  {hould  need  bi^t 
^faHe  weights,  and  not  feek  them  far,  T?f  the  piles  of  hrafle 
to  make  the  'bells,  and  the  weights  6t  lead  to  make  the 
battlements :  And  herein  you  are  to  make  fpecial  enquiry; 
whether  the  Clerk  of  the  market  within  the  Verge,  to 
^ritom  ^rqperly  it. appertains,  hath  done  his  duty. 

-For  ftufaoccs  and  grievances,  I  will  for  dieprefent^^#. 
Only  -fingle  out  one,  That  yee  prefent  the  decayes  of 
high-ways  and  bridges  j  Tor  where  die  majefty  of  a 
Kingta  htaffe  draws  recourie  apd  accefle,  it  is  hoth  dif- 
jghusfol  to  the  King,  *nd  difeafeful  to  the  people,  if  die 
-wdys  near  abouts  he  not  fair  and  good 5  wherein .  it  is 
<ftrange  to  fee  the  chargeable  pavements  and  cawfeys  in  the 
4faenues  andentrances  of  the  towns  abroad  beyond  the  feas, 
vfakezs  London^  theiecond  city,  attheleaft,  of  Europe, 
in  glory,  in  greatnefs,  ^nd  in  wealth,  cannot  he  difcerrted 
hy  the  fairnefle  of  the  wayes,-  though  a  little  perhaps  by 
<he  broadnefle  bf  them,  from  a  village. 

^•^For  the  laft  p&rt^(becaufe  I  pafle  thefe  things  over  Bn«b  tf$u- 
>tjrteft^si  will  make  mention  unto  you  of  titffee  laws. 

-r  't;  THe  orts  concerning  the  King's  pledure. 
2.  The  fecond,  concerning  the  people's  -food. 

3.  And 
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3.  And  the  third,  concerning  wares  and  manufactures. 

Km£s  plea.      T°u  ^all [therefore,  enquire  •  of  the  unlawful  taking 

fur/.  partridges,  and  pheafants,  or  fowle,.  the  deftrocTion  of 

the  eggs  of  the  wild-fowle,  the  killing  of  hares  or  deei> 
and  the  felling  of  yenifon,.  or  bares.:,  for  that  which  i6 
for^exercife^  and  fport,.  and ,  ccajrtefie^  ffeould  \n^  be 
turned' to  gluttony  and  fale  vidua).  ..^,  „    .-,•>-      •■* 

jw.  /xpu  lhall  ?Ko  enquire,  whethef  bakers^  aad  brewers 

keep  their  affile,  and  whether  afweU.they^  as  butchers, 
inn-nolders,  and  vi&uallers,,  do  fell  that  which  is  what 
iome,  ana  at  rMfonable^jpticjeSi:  tan4r  whedjw-^t^cy  ,do 
link  2nd  combine,  to  raife  prices..  ,,  .  . ,  \    t  y  ■_. 

Manufaaum.  '  L^^Jgu,  &*U  enquire^  ytether  ^.good  ftauite 
rbe  obferyed^  whereby  a  maa  pay  have  A^Jie  jthjn^eth 
hejiatjh^  ?tnd  jiot  ^e  at?jifed,  or  r^ejxFdcM.Jtha^^he 
5  filiz.  r.  4.  bujres :  1  meqn,,  that  ftatute  that  r^ife&Hth$t  none,  ufe 
any  manual  occupation^  but  fuch  ^  h$ve  l^een  fevenjf^rs 
apprentice  to  i£  which  jaw  being  gene^^lly  ^ai^gEeffed, 
m^kefth^peopfc  bay  in  effedt  chaflfc  ffft  ^orp,#  fpr  that 
which  is  mifwrought  will  mifwear.^     ,,r    .Vi     , 

TT^re  Jbe  many  more  things  inquireable  by  you,  through- 
out all  the  iormerparts^which  it  were  over-long  in  .partis 
cylar.to  recite  j  you  may  he  fypplypd  either  out  of  your 
owji  experience,  or  outof  fuch  bills. and  informations  as 
mall  be  brought  unto  you,  or  upon  any  queftion  that  you 
fhall  demand  of  the  Court*  which  wilL  be  ready  to  give 
you  any  furthej.  du-edion,  as  far  as  is  fit :  But  thefc  which 
I  have  gone  through  are  the  principal  points  of  your 
charge,  which,  to  prefent,  ypu.have  taken  the  name  of 
God  to  witnefibi.  and  in  the  name  of  God  perform  it. 

A 
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<#  Certificate  to  his  Majefty>  touching  *&  £™je&s 
of' Sir  Sit'ephen  Proctor,'  m^/«^  jgj  //v 
peHat  Utrws.    v  '  '   '  ',   ' 

Dt  may  pleafe  your  facred  Majejlte% 

WITH  the  firft  free  Jtime  from  your1  Mtfefty's 
fervice  of  mote^efe^  M^JX™  pw- 
ofed  the  proje&s  of  Sir  Siepien  *Prtttor,  arid  <fo  fen^  it  a 
colle&icm  of  extream  difigericfe  and  inquifition,  aiiil  more 
than  I  thought  could  have  met  in  one  man's  knowledge. 
For  though  it  be  an  eafy  mitttr  to  run  over  many  offices 
and  profeffions,  and  to  ridte  "fa  "theft  general  ahiifes  or 
deceipts:  yet  ncverthelefs  to  poiriV  at  and  trace  out  the 
particular  and  covert  prafHcis,  Ihifts,  deviies,  tricks,  arid 
as  it  were  ftratagems  in  the  meaner  fort  of  the  minrfters 
of  juftke  or  publkk  fervice,  and  to'  do  it  truly1  and  un- 
derftandingly,  is  a  difcovery  whereof  ghiat  good  ufe  may 
be  made  for  your  Majefties  fei^ice  and  good  of  your  peb-^ 
pie.  But  becaufe  this  work  I  doubt  not  hath  t>een  to 
the  gentleman  the  work  of  yeres,  whereas  my  certificate 
tnuft  be  the  Wfrk  btft  of  hdur&'bt  dayes,'  arid  that  it  is 
commonly  and  truely  faid,  that  he  that  unbraedth  muc1i',: 
ftreyneth  and  holdeth  the  lefTe,  and  that  propofrtioris 
have  wings,  but  operation  and  execution  hath  leaden 
feet  5  I  moft  humbly  defire  pardon  of  your  Majefty,  if  I 
do  for  the  prefcnt  onely  fcledfc  fbme  one  of  two  prhifci- 
pal  points,  and  certifie  my  opinion  thereof;  refervitig 
the  reft  as  a  iheafe  by  me  to  draw  out  at  further  tyme 
further  matter  for  yourMajefty's  information,  for  fo  much 
as  I  (hall  conceive  to  be  fit  or  worthy  the  confideration. 

For 


3<*7 


368  Certificate  touching 

For  that  part  therefore  of  thefe  prqje&s  which  con- 
cerneth  penal  lawes,  I  doe  find  the  purpofc  and  fcope  to 
be,  not  to  prefe  a  greater  rigor  or  feverity  in  the  execu- 
tion of  penal  lawes ;  but  to  reprefs  the  abufes  in  com- 
mon  mfbrmers  and  fome  clerks  and  under  minifters  that 
for  common  gaine  partake  with  diem ;  for  if  it  had 
traded  ta  the  other  point,  I  for  my  pari  flxmld  be  tery 
farre  from  advifing  your  Majefiy  to  give  ear  uato  it. 
For  as  it  is  faid  in  the  Pfahne,  If  tbm  Lord  Jbauld  be 
ixtream  to  mark  what  is  done  amtfs%  who  may  abyde  rtt 
So  it  is  moft  certaine>  that  your  people  is  fo  enfnared  in 
a  multitude  of  penaj  lawes*  that  the  execution  of  them 
cannot  be  borne..  And  as  it  followeth  *  But  with  thee  is 
mercy  t  that  thou  maiefi  be  feared:  fo  it  is  an  intermix- 
ture of  mercy  and  juftice,  that  will  bring  you  fear  and 
obedience :  for  too  much  rigor  makes  people  defperatc. 
And  therefore  to  leave  this,  which  was  the  only  blemifh 
of  King  Henry  VII.  reigne,  and  the  unfortunate  ferric? 
of  Em£/on  and  Dudley,  whom  the  people's  curfes,  father 
than  any  law,  brought  to  overthrow ;  The  other  work, 
is  a  worke  not  only  of  profit  to  your  Majefiy,  but  of 
piety  towards  your  people*  For  if  k  be  true  in  any  pro- 
portion, that  within  thefe  five  yeares  of  your  Majefty's 
happy  reigne,  there  hath  not  five  hundred  pounds  benefit 
come  to  your  Majefty  by  penal  lawes  (the  fynes  of  the 
Starchamber,  which  are  of  a  higher  kind  onely  except) 
and  yet  neverthelefs  there  hath  been  a  charge  of  at  leaf): 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  which  hath  been  layed  upon  your 
people,  it  were  more  than  time  it  received  a  remedy. 

This  remedy  hath  been  fought  by  diverfc  ftatutes,  as 
principally  by  a  ftatute  in  18.  and  another  of  31.  of 

the 
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the  late  Queen  of  happy  memory.  But  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  appointing  of  an  officer  prdper  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  will  doe  more  good  than  twehljr  ftatutds/  and  will 
do  that  good  effectually,  which  thefe  itetut£s  aim  'at  in- 
tentionally. ty    '  '  x 

And  this  I  do  allow  of  the  tetter,  Befcatife  it  is  none 
of  thbfe  new  fuperintendericies,  "whkh'  1  {be  iiiany  fymes 
offered  upon  pretence  of  information*,  as  ifjfudges  did'hot 
their  duty,  or  ancient  and  fworn  Officers  did  hot  their 
duty  and  the  like:  but  it' is  only  to  fet  a  Cuftos or  watch- 
man, neither  over  Judges  rior  Clerics,  but  onely  over  a  kind 
of  people  that  cannot  be  fufficiently  watched  or  6verfd6#- 
cd,  and  that  is  the  common  Promoters  or  Informers  •  tne 
very  awe  and  noife  whereof  will  do 'much  good'  and  the 
practice  much  more.  '         "  "  '.    "  ' 

I  will  therefore  fet  down  firfl:  what^  is  the  abufe  or  in- 
convenience, and  then  what  is  the  remedy  which  may 
be  expe&ed  from  the  induftry  of  this  officer,  and '1  will 
divide  it  into  two  parts,  the  one,  for  that  that  may  concerne 
the  eafe  of  your  people  (for  with  that  I  will  craye  leave 
to  begin,  as  knowing  it  to  be  principal  in  your  Majefty's 
intention)  and  the  other  for  that,  that  may  concerne 
your  Majefty's  benefit.  •     ( ,...-, 

Concerning  the  eafe  of  his  Majefty's  fubje&s, 
polled  and  vexed  by  common  Informers. 

*£ht \  jAbufts  or  Inconveni~  The.  remedies  by  the  induftry 

encies*   .  of  the  officer. 

i.  An  Informer  exhibits  i.  The  Officer  by  his  di- 

an  information,  and  in  that  ligence  findng  this  cafe,  is 

one  B  b  b                           to 
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one  information,  he  will  put  to  inform  the  Court  there- 

an  hundred  feveral  fubje£s  of,   who   thereupon    may 

of  this  information,  every  grant  good  cofts  againft  the 

one  fhall  take  out  copies,  Informer,   to  every  of  the 

and  every  one  fliall  put  in  fubjedts  vexed :  and  withal 

his    feveral    anfwer.     This  not  fuffer  the  fame  Infor- 

will  coft  perhaps  a  hundred  mer  to  revive  his  informa- 

marks :   that  done,  no  fur-  tion  againft  any  of  them  * 

ther  proceeding.     But  the  and  laftly  fine  him,  as  for  a 

Clerks  have  their  fees,  and  mifiiemeanor  and  abufe  of 

the  Informer  hath  his  divi-  juftice*  and  by  that  time  a 

dend  for  bringing  the  wa-  few  of  fuch  examples  be 

ter  to  the  mylne.  made,    they  will  be  fooa 

It  is  to  be  noted,   that  weary  of  that  pradice. 
this  vexation    is    not   met 
with  by  any  ftatute.  For  it 
is  no  compofition,but  a  dis- 
continuance ;   and  in  that 

cafe  there  is  no  penalty,  but  * 
cofts:  and  the  poor  fubjeft 
wiH  never  fiie  for  his  cofts, 
leaft  it  awake  the  Informer 
to  revive  his  information, 
and  fo  it  fcapeth  clearly. 

2.  Informers  receive  pen-  2.  This  is  an  abufe  that 
fions  of  divers  perfons  to  appeareth  not  by  any  pro- 
forbear  them.  And  this  is  ceeding  in  Court  r  becaufe 
commonly  of  principal  of-  it  is  before  fuite  commen- 
fenders,  and  of  the  wealthi-  ced,  and  therefore;  requircth 
eft  fort  of  tradefmen.  for  a  particular  enquiry, 
if  one  tradefman  may  pre-  But  when  it  fliall  be  the 
fume  to  breake  the  law,  care  and  cogitation  of  one 

and  man 
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and  another  not,  he  will  be  man  to  overlook  Informers, 
foone  richer  than  his  fel-  thefe  things  are  eafily  dif- 
lowes.  As  for  example,  if  covered :  for  let  him  but 
one  Draper  may  ufe  ten-  look  who  they  be  that  the 
ters,  becaufe  he  is  in  fee  Informer  calls  in  queftion, 
with  an  Informer,  and  o-  and  hearken  who  are  of 
thers  not,  he  will  foon  out-  the  fame  trade  in  the  fame 
ftrip  the  good  tradefman  place  and  are  fpared,  and  it 
that  keeps  the  law.  will  be  eafy  to  trace  a  bar- 

And  if  it  be  thought  ftrange  gain, 
that  any  man  fhould  feek  In  this  cafe,  having  dif- 
his  peace  by  one  Informer,  covered  the  abufe,  he  ought 
when  he  lyeth  open  to  all;  to  informe  the  Barons  of 
the  experience  is  otherwife:  the  Exchequer,  and  the 
for  one  informer  will  beare  King's  learned  Counfel,  that 
with  the  friend  of  another,  by  the  Star-chamber,  or  o- 
lookingfor  the  likemeafure.     therwife  fuch  taxers  of  the 

And  befides  they  have  de-     King's  fubjedts  may  be  pu- 
vifes  to  get  priority  of  in-     nifhed. 
formation,  and  to  put  in  an 
information,   de  bene  efle, 
to  prevent  others,   and  to 
protect  their  penfioners. 

And  if  it  be  faid  this  is  a 
pillory  matter  to  the  Infor- 
mer, and  therefore  he  will 
not  attempt  it;  although 
therein  the  ftatute  is  a  little 
doubtfull:  yet  if  hanging 
will  not  keep  thieves  from 
Healing,  it  is  not  pillory  will 
keep  Informers  from  pol- 
ling. Bbb  2  And 
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And  hereto  Sir  Stephen 
addeth  a  notable  circum- 
ftance :  that  they  will  per- 
ufe  a  trade,  as  of  Brewers 
or  Victuallers,  and  if  any 
ftand  out,  and  will  not  be 
in  fee,  they  will  find  means 
to  have  a  dozen  informa- 
tions come  upon  him  at 
once. 

3.  The  fubjed:  is  often  3.  The  Officer  keeping  a 
for  the  fame  offence  vexed  book  of  all  the  informa- 
by  feveral  informations:  tions  put  in,  with  a  brief 
fbmetimes  the  one  Infor-  note  of  the  matter,  may  be 
mer  not  knowing  of  the  made  acquainted  with  all 
other  $  and  often  by  confc-  informations  to  come  in : 
deracy  to  weary  the  party  and  if  he  finde  a  precedent 
with  charge:  Upon  every  of  for  the  fame  caufe,  he  may 
which  goeth  procefs,  and  inform  fome  of  the  Barons, 
of  every  of  them  he  muft  that  by  their  order  the  re- 
take copies,  and  make  an-  ceiving  of  the  later  may 
fwers,  and  fo  relieve  him-  be  ftayed  without  any 
felf  by  motion  of  the  Court  charge  to  the  party  at  all; 
if  he  can ;  all  which  mul-  fo  as  it  appear  by  the  due 
tiplieth  charge  and  trou-  profecution  of  the  for- 
ble.  mer,  that  it  is  not  a  fuite 

by  collufion  to  proted:  die 

party. 
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Concerning  the  King's  benefit,  which  may 
grow  by  a  moderate  profecution  of  fome 
penal  lavves. 

The  Abufes    or  Inconveni-  The  Remedies, 
encies. 

1.  After  an  information  i.  The  Officer  in    this 

is  exhibited  and  anfwered,  point   is    to    perform    his 

(for  fo  the  ftatute  requires)  greateft  fervice  to  the  King, 

the  Informer  for  the  moft  in  folliciting  for  the  King 

part  groweth  to  compofi-  in  fuch  fort  as  licences  be 

tion  with  the  Defendant :  duely  returned,  the  deceipts 

which  he  cannot  do  with-  of  thefe  fraudulent  compo- 

out  peril  of  the  ftatute,  ex-  fitions  difcovered,  and  fynes 

cept  he  have  licence  from  may  be  fet  for  the  King  in 

the  Court ;    which  licence  fome  good  proportion,  ha- 

he  ought  to  return  by  or-  ving  refpedt  to  the  values 

der,  and  courfe  of  the  Court,  both  of  the  matter  and  the 

together  with  a  declaration  perfon:  for  the  King's  fines 

upon  his  oath  of  the  true  are  not  to  be  delivered,  as 

fumme  that  he  takes  for  the  moneys  given  by  the  party 

compofition.    Upon  which  adredimendamvexationem, 

licence   fo    returned,     the  but  as  moneys  given,   ad 

Court  is  to  taxe  a  fyne  for  redimendam  culpam  &  pee- 

the  King.  nam  legis  j    and  ought  to 

This  ought  to  be,  but  as  be  in  fuch  quantity,  as  may 

it  is  now  ufed,  the  licence  not  make  the  lawes  altoge- 

is  feldom  returned.     And  ther    trampled  down   and 

although  it  contain  a  claufe  contemned.    Therefore  the 

that    the  licence    (hall  be  Officer   ought   firft   to  be 

void,  if  it  be  not  duely  re-  made  acquainted  with  every 

turned  i  licence. 
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turned  >  yet  the  manner  is  licence,  that  he  may  have 
to  fuggeft  that  they  are  ftill  an  eye  to  the  fcqucl  of  it ; 
in  termes  of  compofition,  Then  ought  he  to  be  the 
and  fo  to  obtaine  new  daies,  perfon  that  ought  to  pre- 
and  to  linger  it  on  till  a  fer  unto  the  Judges  or  Ba- 
Parliament  and  a  pardon  rons,  as  well  the  bills  for 
come.  the  taxations  of  the  fynes, 

Alfo  when  the  licence  is     as  the  orders  for  giving  fur- 
returned  ;     and   thereupon     ther  daies,  to  the  end  that 
the  Judge  or  Baron  to  fefle     the  Court  may  be  duely  in- 
a  fine:  there  is  none  for  the     formed  both  of  the  weight 
King  to  inform  them  of    of  caufes,   and  the  delayes 
the  nature  of  the  offence,     therein  ufed :  and  laftly,  he 
of  the   value  to  grow  to     is  to  fee  that  the  fynes  fef- 
the  King  if  the  fuite  pre-     fed  be  duely  put  in  procefle, 
vaile;  of  the  ability  of  the    and  anfwered. 
perfon,  and  the  like.     By 
reafon  whereof,    the  fyne 
that  is  fet  is  but  a  trifle,  as 
20,  30,  or  40  s.  and  it  runs 
in  a  forme  like  wife  which 
I  do  not  well  like:  for  it  is 
ut  parcatur  mi/is ,    which 
purporteth,  as  if  the  party  • 

did  not  any  way  fubmit 
himfelf,  and  take  the  cDm- 
pofition  as  of  grace  of  the 
Court,  but  as  if  he  did  ju- 
ftifie  himfelf,  and  were  con- 
tent to  give  a  trifle  to  avoid 
charge. 

Which  point  of  forme 

hath 
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hath  a  (hrewd  confequence: 
for  it  is  fome  ground  that 
the  fine  is  fet  too  weak. 

And  as  for  the  Informer's 
oath  touching  his  compo- 
fition,  which  is  commonly 
a  trifle,  and  is  the  other 
ground  of  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  fine,  it  is  no  doubt  ta- 
ken with  an  equivocation : 
a*  taking  fuch  a  fumme  in 
name  of  a  compofition, 
and  fome  greater  matter  by 
fome  indiredt  or  collateral 
mean. 

Alfo  thefe  fynes  (light  as 
they  be)  are  feldom  an- 
fwered  and  put  in  procefs. 

2.  An  information  goeth         2.  The  officer  is  to  fof- 
on  to  tryal>  and  paffeth  for    low  for  the  King,  that  the 
the  King.    In  this  cafe  of    Pojlea's  be  returned, 
recovery,  the  Informer  will 
be  fatisfyed,  and  will  take 
his  whole  moiety  (for  that 
he  accounts  to  be  no  com- 
pofition)  that  done,  none 
will  be  at  charge  to  return 
the  pojiea,  and  to  procure 
judgment  and  execution  for 
the  King,  for  the  Informer 
hath  that  he  fought  for,  the 
Clerks  will  do  nothing  with- 
out 
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out  fees  paid,  which  there 
being  no  man  to  profecute, 
there  can  be  no  man  like- 
wife  to  pay,  and  fo  the 
King  loofeth  his  moiety, 
when  his  title  appears  by 
verdict. 

3.  It  falleth  out  fome-  3.  The  Officer  in  fuch 
times  in  informations  of  cafe  is  to  inform  the  King's 
weight,  and  worthy  to  be  learned  Counfel,  that  they 
profecuted,  the  Informer  may  profecute  if  they  think 
dyeth,  or  falls  to  poverty,     fit, 

or  his  mouth  is  flopped, 
and  yet  fo  as  no  man  can 
charge  him  with  compofi- 
tion,  and  fo  the  matter  dy- 
eth. 

4.  There  be  fundry  fei-  4.  The  Officer  is  to  take 
ibres  made,  in  cafe  where  knowledge  of  fuch  feiftrres, 
the  l'awcs  give  feifures ,  and  to  give  information  to 
which  are  releafed  by  a-  the  Court  concerning  them, 
greements  underhand,  and  This  is  of  more  difficulty, 
fo  money  wrefted  from  the  becaufe  feifures  are  matter 
fubjedt,  and  no  benefit  to  in  fa£t,  whereas  fuite6  are 
the  King.  matter  of  record :    and  k 

All   feifures  once  made  may  require  moe   perfons 

ought  not  to  be  difcharged,  to  be  employed,  as  at  the 

but  by  order  of  the  Court,  ports   where  is   much    a- 

and  therefore  fome   entry  bufe. 
xnight  to  be  made  of  them. 

There 
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There  be  other  points  wherein  the  Officer  may  be  of 
good  ufe,  which  may  be  comprehended  in  his  grant  or 
inftrudlions,  wherewith  I  will  not  now  trouble  your  Ma- 
jefty, for  I  hold  thefe  to  be  the  principal. 

Thus  have  I  according  to  your  Majefty's  reference 
certified  my  opinion  of  that  part  of  Sir  Stephen  Proflors 
projedts,  which  concerneth  penal  lawes:  which  I  do 
wholly  and  moft  humbly  fubmit  to  your  Majefty's  high 
wifdom  and  judgement,  wifhing  withal  that  fome  con- 
ference may  be  had  by  Mr.  Chancellor  and  the  Barons, 
and  the  reft  of  the  learned  Counfel,  to  draw  the  fervice 
to  a  better  perfection.  And  moft  fpecially,  that  the  tra- 
vels therein  taken  may  be  confidered  and  difcerned  of 
by  the  Lord  Trealiirer,  whofe  care  and  capacity  is  fuch, 
as  he  doth  always  either  find  or  choofe  that  which  is 
beft  for  your  Majefly's  fervice. 

The  recompence  unto  the  Gentleman,  it  is  not  my 
part  to  prefume  to  touche,  otherwife  than  to  put  your 
Majefty  in  remembrance  of  that  proportion,  which  your 
Majefty  is  pleafed  to  give  to  others  out  of  the  profits 
they  bring  in,  and  perhaps  with  a  great  deal  lefle  la- 
bour and  charge. 


C  c  c  A  Cer- 


3?8 


A  Certificate  to  the  Lords  of  the  Council \  upon 
information  given ,    touching  the  fear  city  of 
filver  at  the  Myntr  and  reference  to  the  two 
Chancellors*  and  the  Kings  Sollicitor. 

It  may  pleafe  your  Lordjhipi, 

ACCORDING  unto  your  Lordfliips  fetters  tiflttf 
us  dire&ed,  grounded  upon  die  information, 
#hich  his  Majefty  hath  received  cotfeeniirig  the  ffcarcitjf 
tff  fihtefat  the  Mynt,  we  have  called  bfefbrfc  lis  a$  Welf 
the  officers  of  the  Mynt,  as  fbme  pHn&pfcl  Merchants, 
aftd  fpent  two  whole  afternoones  in  ffife  e^aminstfyir  of 
fte  bufiriefs ;  whdreifi  #e  kept  fliia  ordbi;  fifft  fo  6xa- 
mine  the  fa<ft,  then  the  caiifes*,  tVith  thfc  ffcriftfed?esr. 

And  for  the  fa&,  vte  dfrefted  the  offieef i  of  the  ftfynt 
to  give  unta  lis  a  diftirigttrflied  accotiipt  hoW  rmich  gold 
afhd  fihrer  hath  jreatfy  been  brought  inta  the  Mynt,  bf 
tfte  fpace  of  fix  tohttfd  yeares  laff  paft,  rrt6r6  fp6dalfy 
f6t  fhe  lift  thrte  rhonfhs  fucceedfog  the  lift  prdeiafcia- 
tion  touching  the  price  of  gold,  to  the*  fenfd  ^e  moiight 
by  the  fodainnefs  of  the  fall,  difcerne  whether  that  pro- 
clamation mought  be  thought  the  efficient  caufe  of  the 
prefent  fcarcity ;  upon  which  accompt  it  appeares  to  us, 
that  during  the  fpace  of  fix  years  aforefaid,  there  hath 
been  ftill  degrees   of  decay   in  quantity  of  the  fiiver 
brought  to  the  Mynt,  but  yet  fa,   as  within  thefe  laft 
three  months  it  hath  growne  far  beyond  the  proportion 
of  the  former  time,  in  Co  much  as  there  comes  in  now 
Utfifc  or  none  at  alL    And  y€t  notwithstanding  it  is  fome 

opinion^ 
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opinion,  as  well  amongft  the  officers  of  the  Mynt  as  the 
Merchants,  that  the  ftate  need  be  the  leffe  apprehenfive 
of  this  effed,  becaufe  it  is  like  to  be  but  temporary,  and 
neither  the  great  flufh  of  gold  that  is  come  into  the 
Mynt  fince  the  proclamation,  nor  on  the  other  fide  the 
great  fcarcity  of  filver,  can  continue  in  proportion  as  it 
now  doeth. 

Another  point  of  the  fadt,  which  we  thought  fit  to 
examine ,  was ,  whether  the  fcarcity  of  filver  appeared 
generally  in  the  realme,  or  onely  at  the  Mynt ;  wherein 
it  was  confeffed  by  the  Merchants,  that  filver  is  conti- 
nually imported  into  the  Realme,  and  is  found  ftirring 
amongft  the  Goldfmiths,  and  otherwife  much  like  as  in 
former  times,  although  in  refped:  of  the  greater  price 
which  it  hath  with  the  Goldfmith,  it  cannot  find  the 
way  to  the  Mynt :  And  thus  much  for  the  fa<5t 

For  the  caufes  with  the  remedies,  we  have  heard  many 
propofitions  made,  as  well  by  the  Lord  Knevet,  who  at- 
fifted  us  in  this  conference,  as  by  the  Merchants ;  of  which 
propofitions  few  were  new  unto  us,  and  much  leffe  can 
be  new  to  your  Lordlhips;  but  yet  although  upon  former 
confutations,  we  are  not  unacquainted  what  is  more  or 
leffe  likely  to  ftand  with  your  Lordfhips  grounds  and  o- 
pinions,  we  thought  it  neverthelefle  the  beft  fr uite  of  our 
diligence  to  fet  them  downe  in  articles,  that  your  Lord- 
ftiips  with  more  eafe  may  difcard  or  entertaine  the  par- 
ticulars, beginning  with  thofe  which  your  Lordfhips  do 
point  at  in  your  letters,  and  fo  defcending  to  the  reft. 

The  firft  propofition  is,  touching  the  difproportion  of 
the  price  between  gold  and  filver,  which  is  now  brought 
to  bed,  upon  the  pointe  of  fourteen  to  one,  being  before 

Ccc  2  but 
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but  twelve  to  one*  This  we  take  to  be  an  evident  caufe 
of  fcarcityo£  filver  at  the  Myntr  but  fuch  a  caufe  as  will 
hardly  rtWiVd' a'  feifredy^  for  either  your  Lordfhips  muffc 
draw  down  againe  the  price  of  gold, '  or  ttdVance  the 
price  of  filver ;  whereof  the  one  is  going  back  from  that 
which  is  fo  lately  done,  and  whereof  you  have  found 
good  efFeft,  and  the  other  is  a  thing  of  dangerous  confe- 
rence iniefpeA  of  the  loffe  to  aU  monyed  men  in  their 
debts,  gentlemen  in  their  rents,  the  King  in  his  cuftoms, 
and  the  common  fubjedt  ia  raifing  the  price  of  things 
vendible*  And  upon  this  point  it  is  fit  we  give  your 
Lordfhips  underftanding  what  the  Merchants  intimated 
unto  us,  that  the  very  voycing  or  fufpedt  of  the  rayfing 
of  the  pripe  of  filver,  if  it  be  not  cleared,  would  make 
fuch  a  deadnefs  and  retention  of  money  this  vacation,  as 
(to  ufe  their  own  wordes)  will  be  a  mifery  to  the  Mer- 
chants, fo  that  we  were  forced  to  ufe  proteftation,  that 
there  was  no  fuch  intent. 

The  fecond  propofition  is,  touching  the  charge  of 
coynage;  wherein  it  was  confidently  avouched  by  the 
Merchants,  that  if  the  coynage  were  brought  from  two 
Shillings  unto  eighteen  pence,  as  it  was  in  Queen  Eliza* 
beth's  time,  the  King  fhould  gaine  more  in  the  quantity 
than  he  fhould  lofe  ia  the  prife  j  and  they  ayded  them- 
felves  with  that  argument,  that  the  King  had  been  plea- 
fed  to  abate  his  coynage  in  the  other  metal,  and  found 
good  of  it ;  which  argument,  though  it  doth  admit  a 
difference,  becaufe  that  abatement  was  coupled  with  the 
raifing  of  the  price,  whereas  this,  is  to  go  alone,  yet  ne- 
verthelefs  it  feemed  the  Officers  of  the  Mynt  were  not 
unwilling  to  give  way  to  fome  abatement,  although  they 

prefumed 
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prefumcd  it  would  be  of  fmall  effedt,  bccaufc  that  abate- 
ment would  not  be  equivalent  to  that  price  which  Spanijh 
filver  bears  with  the  Goldfmith  j  but  yet  it  may  be  ufed 
as  an  experiment  of  ftate,  being  recoverable  at  his  Ma- 
jefty's  pleafure. 

The  third  propofition  is,  concerning  the  exportation  of 
filver  more  than  in  former  times,  wherein  we  fell  firfl 
upon  the  trade  into  the  Eajl  Indiesy  concerning  which  it 
was  materially  in  our  opinions  anfwered  by  the  Mer- 
chants of  that  Company,  that  the  filver  which  fupplies 
that  trade  being  generally  SpaniJIo  moneys,  would  not  be 
brought  in  but  for  that  trade,  fo  that  it  fucks  in  as  well 
as  it  drawes  forth.  And  it  was  added  likewife,  that  as 
long  as  the  Low  Countries  manteined  that  trade  in  the 
Indies,  it  would  help  little  though  our  trade  were  di£ 
folved,  becaufe  that  filver  which  is  exported  immediately 
by  us  to  the  Indies,  would  be  drawn  out  of  this  Kingdom 
for  the  Indies  immediately  by  the  Dutch \  and  for  the  fil- 
ver exported  to  the  Levant,  it  was  thought  to  be  no  great 
matter.  As  for  other  exportation,  we  faw  no  remedye 
but  the  execution  of  the  lawes,  fpecially  thofe  of  em- 
ployment being  by  fome  mitigation  made  agreeable  to 
the  times.  And  thefe  three  remedies  are  of  that  nature, 
as  they  ferve  to  remove  the  caufes  of  this  fcarcity.  There 
were  other  propofitions  of  policies  and  meanes,  diredtly 
to  drawe  filver  to  the  Mynt. 

The  fourth  point  thereof  was  this;  It  is  agreed  that  the 
filver  which  hath  heretofore  fed  the  Mynt,  principally 
hath  been  Spanift  money.  This  now  comes  into  the 
realme  plentifully,  but  not  into  the  Mynt.  It  was  pro- 
pounded in  imitation  of  fome  prefident  in  France,  that 

his 
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his  Majefly  would  by  proclamation  reftraine  the  coming 
in  of  this  money  Jitb  tnodo ,    that  is,   that  either  it  be 
brought  to  the  Mynt,  or  otherwife  to  be  cut  and  defa- 
ced, becaufe  that  now  it  paffeth  in  payments  in  a  kind 
of  currancy.     To  which  it  was  colourably  obje&ed,  that 
this  would  be  the  way  to  have  none  brought  in  at  all,  be- 
caufe the  gaine  ceafing,    the  importation  would  ceafe; 
but  this  obje&ion  was  well  anfwered,  that  it  is  not  gaihe 
altogether,  but  a  neceflity  of  fpeedy  payment,  that  cau- 
feth  the  Merchant  to  bring  in  filver  to  keep  his  credit, 
and  to  drive  his  trade ;  fo  that  if  the  King  keep  his  four- 
teen days  payment  at  the  Mynt,  as  he  always  hath  done, 
and  have  likewife  his  exchangers  for  thofe  moneys  in 
fome  principal  parts,  it  is  fuppofed  that  all  Spanijh  mo- 
neys, which  is  the  bulk  of  filver  brought  into  this  realme 
would  by  means  of  fuch  a  proclamation  come  into  the 
Mynt  j  which  may  be  a  thing  confiderable. 

The  fifth  propofition  was  this  \  It  was  warranted  by 
the  lawes  of  Spaine  to  bring  in  filver  for  corne  or  viftu- 
als ;  it  was  propounded  that  his  Majefly  would  reftraine 
exportation  of  corne,  fub  modo,  except  they  bring  the 
filver  which  refulted  thereof  unto  his  Mynt,  that  trade 
being  commonly  fo  beneficial,  as  the  Merchant  may  well 
endure  the  bringing  of  the  filver  to  the  Mynt,  although 
it  were  at  the  charge  of  coynage,  which  it  now  beareth 
further,  as  incident  to  this  matter.  There  was  revived 
by  the  Merchants,  with  fome  inftance,  the  ancient  pro- 
portion concerning  the  eredlion  of  granaries  for  foreign 
corne,  forafmuch  as  by  that  encreafe  of  trade  in  corne, 
the  importation  of  filver  would  likewife  be  multi- 
plied. 

The 
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The  fixth  propofition  was,  That  upon  all  lycence  of 
forbidden  commodities,  there  fhall  be  a  rate  fet  of  filver 
to  be  brought  into  the  Mynt,  which  neverthelefs  may 
feem  fomewhat  hard,  becaufe  it  impofeth  upon  the  fub- 
jedt,  that  which  caufeth  him  to  inciirre  perill  of  confis- 
cation in  forreign  parts.  To  trouble  your  Lordfhips  fur- 
ther with  difcourfes  which  we  had  of  making  forreign 
coynes  currant,  and  of  varying  the  King's  ftandard  to 
tfreighte,  upon  the  variations  In  other  flates,  and  repref- 
fitig  furfeit  of  forreign  commodities,  ihit  our  native 
cfcinlmodttles,  furrhountirig  the  forreign,  may  draw  ih 
treafbre  by  Way  of  overplus,  they  be  common  places  fo 
well  knowne  to  your  Lordfhips,  as  it  is  enough  to  men- 
tion them  onely. 

There  is  oriely  one  thing  more,  which  is,  to  put  your 
Lordfhips  in  mind  of  the  cxtream  exceffe  in  the  wafting 
of  both  metals  both  of  gold  and  filver  foliate,  which 
turns  the  nature  of  thefe  metals,  which  ought  to  be  per- 
durable, and  makes  them  perifhable,  and  by  confumption 
muft  be  a  principal  caufe  of  fcarcity  in  them  both,  which 
We  conceive  may  receive  a  fpeedy  remedy  by  his  Ma- 
jfefty's  proclamation. 

Laftly,  we  are  humble  fuitors  to  your  Lordfhips,  that 
for  any  of  thefe  proportions,  that  your  Lordfhips  ftiould 
think  fit  to  entertaine  in  confultations,  your  Lordfhips 
would  be  pleafed  to  heare  them  debated  before  your 
felves,  as  being  matters  of  greater  waight  than  we  are 
able  to  judge  of.  And  fo  craving  your  Lordfhips  pardon 
for  troubling  you  fo  long,  we  commend  your  Lordfhips 
to  God's  goodnefs. 

A  Frame 


t$4  Declaration  for  the 

A  Frame  cf  Declaration  for  the  Mafter  of  the 
ll'ardes,  at  his  firji  fitting* 

TH  E  King  (whofc  vertues  are  fuch,  as  if  wee,  that 
are  his  ministers*  were  able  ducly  to  correfpond 
onto  them,  it  were  enough  to  make  a  goulden  tyme) 
hath  commanded  certaine  of  his  intentions  to  be  pub- 
lished, touching  the  administration  of  this  place,  becaufe 
they  are  fomewhat  differing  from  the  ufage  of  former 
tymes>  and  yet  not  by  way  of  novelty,  but  by  way  of 
reformation,  and  reduction  of  things  to  their  auncient 
and  true  institution. 

Wherein  neverthelefle  it  is  his  MajeSty  *s  exprefle  plea- 
sure it  be  Signified,  that  he  understands  this  to  be  donne, 
without  any  derogation  from  the  memory  or  fervice  of 
thoSe  great  perfons,  which  have  formerly  held  this  place, 
of  whoSe  doings  his  MajeSty  retaineth  a  good  and  gra- 
cious remembrance  efpecially  touching  the  Sincerity  of 
their  owne  myndes. 

But  now  that  his  MajeSty  meaneth  to  be  as  it  were 
MaSler  of  the  Wardes  himfelf,  and  that  thofe  that  hee 
uSeth,  be  as  his  fubStitutes,  and  move  wholly  in  his 
motion  \  hee  doth  expert  things  be  carryed  in  a  forte 
worthy  of  his  own  care. 

FirSl  therefore  his  MajeSty  hath  had  this  princely  con- 
fideration  with  himfelf,  that  as  he  is  Pater  Patria,  fo 
he  is  by  the  ancient  lawe  of  this  kingdome,  Pater  Pu- 
pillorum,  where  there  is  any  tenure  by  knight's  fervice 
of  himfelf:  which  extendeth  almoSt  to  all  the  great 
families  noble  and  generous  of  this    kingdome  -,    and 
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therefore  being  a  reprefentative  father,  his  purpofe  is  to 
imitate,  and  approach  as  neere  as  may  be  to  the  duties 
and  offices  of  a  natural  father,  in  the  good  education, 
well  beftowing  in  marriage,  and  prefervation  of  the 
houfes,  woods,  lands,  and  eftates  of  his  Wardes. 

For  as  it  is  his  Majefty  direction,  that  that  part  which 
concerns  his  owne  profit  and  right,  be  executed  with  mo- 
deration, fo  on  the  other  fide,  it  is  his  princely  will  that 
that  other  parte,  which  concerneth  protection,  be  over- 
fpred  and  extended  to  the  utmoft. 

Wherein  his  Majefty  hath  three  perfons  in  his  eye, 
the  Wardes  themfelves,  Ideots,  and  the  reft  of  like  na- 
ture; the  fuitors  in  this  Court,  and  the  fubje&s  at 
large. 

For  the  firft,  his  Majefty  <hath  commanded  fpeciall 
care  be  taken  in  the  choice  of  the  perfons,  to  whome 
they  be  committed,  that  the  fame  be  found  in  religion, 
fuch  whofe  houfes  and  families  are  not  noted  for  diffo- 
lute,  no  greedy  perfons,  no  ftepmothers,  nor  the  like, 
and  with  thefe  qualifications  of  the  neareft  friends; 
nay  further,  his  Majefty  is  mynded  not  fo  tQ  delegate 
this  truft  to  the  Committees,  but  that  he  will  have  once 
in  the  yeare  at  the  leaft,  by  perfons  of  credit  in  every 
countye,  a  view  and  infpe&ion  taken  of  the  perfons, 
houfes,  woods,  and  lands  of  the  Wards,  and  other  per- 
fons under  the  protedlion  of  this  Court,  and  certificate 
to  be  made  thereof  accordingly. 

For  the  Suitors,  which  is  the  fecond  ;  his  Majefty's 
princely  care,  falls  upon  two  points  of  reformation ;  the 
firft,  that  there  be  an  examination  of  fees,  what  are  due 
and  auncyent,  and  what  are  new  and  exadted ;  and  thofc 
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of  the  latter  kind  put  downe:  the  other,  that  the  Court 
do  not  entertaine  caufes  too  long  upon  continuances  of 
lyveryes  after  the  parties  are  come  of  full  age,  which 
ferveth  but  to  wafte  the  parties  in  fuite  confidering  the 
decrees  cannot  be  perpetual,  but  temporary ;  and  there- 
fore controversies  here  handled,  are  feldom  put  in  peace, 
till  they  have  paft  a  tryall  and  decifion  in  other  courtes. 

For  the  third,  which  is  the  Subject  at  large ;  his  Ma- 
jefly  hath  taken  into  his  princely  care,  the  unnecefiary 
vexations  of  his  people  by  feodaries,  and  other  inferior 
minifters  of  like  nature,  by  color  of  his  tenures  5  of  which 
part  I  fay  nothing  for  the  prefent,  becaufe  the  parties 
whom  it  concernes,  are  for  the  moil  part  abfent :  but 
order  (hall  be  given,  that  they  (hall  give  their  attendance 
the  laft  day  of  the  terme,  then  to  understand  further 
his  Majefty's  gracious  pleafure. 

Thus  much  by  his  Majefty's  commandment }  bow  we 
may  proceed  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  Court* 
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Directions  for  the  Mafler  of  the  Wardes,  to  oh- 
ferve  for  his  Majefiys  better  fervicey  and  the 
general  good. 

FIRST,  that  he  take  an  accompte  how  his  Majefty's 
laft  inftrudtions  have  been  purfued ;  and  of  the  en- 
cfeafe  of  benefit  accrued  to  his  Majefty  thereby,  and  the 
proportion  thereof. 

Wherein  firft  in  general  it  will  be  good  to  caft  up  a 
year's  benefite,  viz.  from  February  1610,  which  is  the 
date  of  the  inftrudtions  under  the  great  Seale,  to  Febru- 
ary 161  r,  and  to  compare  the  totall  with  former  yeares 
before  the  inftrudtions,  that  the  tree  may  appeare  by  the 
fruite,  and  it  may  be  feen  how  much  his  Majefty's  pro- 
fit is  redoubled  or  encreafed  by  that  courfe. 

Secondly,  It  will  not  be  amifle  to  compute  not  onely 
the  yearly  benefit,  but  the  number  of  ward/hips  graunted 
that  yeare,  and  to  compare  that  with  the  number  of  for- 
mer years ;  for  though  the  number  be  a  thing  cafual,  yet 
if  it  be  apparently  lefle  than  in  former  yeares,  then  it 
may  be  juftly  doubted,  that  men  take  advantage  upon 
the  laft  claufe  in  the  inftru&ions  (of  exceptions  of  Wards 
concealed)  to  pradtife  delays  and  mif-finding  of  offices, 
which  is  a  thing  moft  dangerous. 

Thirdly,  In  particular  it  behooveth  to  perufe  and  re- 
view the  bargaines  made,  and  to  confider  the  rates,  (men's 
eftates  being  things,  which  for  the  moft  part  cannot  be 
hidde)  and  thereby  to  difcern  what  improvements  and 
good  hufbandry  hath  been  ufed,  and  how  much  the  King 
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hath  more  now  when  the  whole  benefit  is  fuppofed  to 
goe  to  him,  than  he  had  when  three  parts  of  the  bene- 
fit went  to  the  Committee. 

Fourthly,  It  is  requifite  to  take  confideration  what 
commiflions  have  been  granted  for  copyholds  for  lives, 
which  are  excepted  by  the  inftrudtions  from  being  leafed, 
and  what  profit  hath  been  raifed  thereby. 

Thus  much  for  the  time  paft,  and  upon  viewe  of 
thefe  accompts,  res  dabit  confilium,  for  furder 
order  to  be  taken. 

For  the  time  to  come,  firft  it  is  fit  that  the  Mafter  of 
the  Wardes,  being  a  meaner  perfon,  be  ufually  prefent  as 
well  at  the  treaty  and  beating  of  the  bargaine,  as  at  the 
concluding;  and  that  he  take  not  the  bufinefs  by  re-. 
porte. 

Secondly,  When  fuite  is  made,  the  information  by 
iurvey  and  commiffion  is  but  one  image,  but  the  way 
were  by  private  diligence  to  be  really  informed :  Nei- 
ther is  it  hard  for  a  perfon  that  liveth  in  an  inne  of 
Court,  where  there  be  underftanding  men  of  every 
county  of  England,  to  obtaine  by  care  certaine  informa- 
tion. 

Thirdly,  This  kind  of  promife  of  preferring  the  next 
a  kynne,  doth  much  obfcure  the  information,  which  be- 
fore by  competition  of  divers  did  better  appeare,  and 
therefore  it  may  be  neceflary  for  the  Mafter  of  the 
Wardes  fometimes  to  diredl  letters  to  fome  perfons  neare 
the  Warde  living,  and  to  take  certificate  from  them;  it 
being  alwayes  intended   the  fubjedt  be  not  racked  too 
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high,  and  that  the  neareft  friends  that  be  found  in  re- 
ligion, and  like  to  give  the  Warde  good  education,  be 
preferred. 

Fourthly,  That  it  be  examined  carefully  whether  the 
Wardes  revenues  confift  of  copyholdes  for  lives,  which 
are  not  to  be  comprifed  in  the  leafe,  and  that  there  be 
no  negledt  to  graunt  commiflions  for  the  fame,  and  that 
the  Mafter  take  order  to  be  certifyed  of  the  profits  of  for- 
mer Courts  held  by  the  Wardes  anceftor,  that  it  may  be 
a  preiident  and  direction  for  the  Commiflioners. 

Fifthly,  That  the  Mafter  make  accompt  every  fix 
months  (the  ftate  appoints  one  in  the  yeare)  to  his  Ma- 
jefty ;  and  that  when  he  bringeth  the  bill  of  graunts  of 
the  body  for  his  Majefty's  fignature,  he  bringeth  a  fche- 
dule  of  the  truth  of  the  ftate  of  every  one  of  them,  (as 
it  hath  appeared  to  him  by  information)  and  acquaint 
his  Majefty  both  with  the  rates  and  ftates. 

Thus  much  concerning  the  improvement  of  the 
King's  profit,  which  concerneth  the  King  as 
Pater  familias,  now  as  Pater  P atria. 

Firft  for  the  Wardes  themfelves,  that  there  be  fpecial 
care  taken  in  the  choife  of  the  Committee,  that  he  be 
found  in  religion,  his  houfe  and  family  not  diflblute,  no. 
greedy  perfon,  no  ftepmother,  nor  the  like. 

Further,  that  there  be  letters  written  once  every  year 
to  certaine  principal  Gentlemen  of  credit  in  every  coun- 
trey,  to  take  view  not  onely  of  the  perfon  of  the  Wardes 
in  every  county,  and  their  education;  but  of  their  houfes, 
woods,  grounds,  and  eftate;  and  the  fame  to  certifye  that 
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the  Committees  may  be  held  in  fome  awe,  and  that  the 
blefling  of  the  poor  orphanes  and  the  pupills  may  come 
upon  his  Majefty  and  his  children. 

Secondly,  for  the  Suitors ;  that  there  be  a  flraight  ex- 
amination concerning  the  rayfing  and  multiplication  of 
fees  in  that  Court,  which  is  much  fcandalized  with  opi- 
nion thereof,  and  all  exacted  fees  put  downe. 

Thirdly,  for  the  Subjedis  at  large ;  that  the  vexation 
of  efcheators  and  feodaries  be  reprefled,  which  (upon  no 
fubftantial  ground  of  record)  vex  the  countrey  with  in- 
quifitions  and  other  extortions:  and  for  that  purpofe  that 
there  be  one  fet  day  at  the  end  of  every  term  appointed 
for  examining  the  abufes  of  fuch  inferior  Officers,  and 
that  the  Mailer  of  Wardes  take  fpecial  care  to  receive 
private  information  from  Gentlemen  of  quality  and  con- 
feknee,  in  every  fhire  touching  the  fame. 
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Mr.  BACON 

I  N 

Prayfe  of  Knowledge. 

SILENCE  were  the  beft  celebration  of  that,  which 
I  meane  to  commend,  for  who  would  not  ufe  fy- 
lence,  where  fylence  ys  not  made,  and  what  cryer  canne 
make  fylence  in  fuch  a  noyfe  and  tumulte  of  vaine  and 
popular  opinions?  My  prayfe  fhalbe  dedycated  to  the 
minde  yt  felfe,  the  minde  ys  the  man,  and  the  know- 
ledge of  the  minde.  a  man  is  but  what  he  knoweth. 
The  minde  yt  felfe  ys  but  an  accident  to  knowledge ;  for 
knowledge  ys  a  dowble  of  that  which  ys.  The  truth  of 
being,  and  the  truth  of  knowing,  ys  all  one.  And  the 
pleafures  of  the  affedtyons  greater  than  the  pleafures  of 
the  fences.  And  are  not  the  pleafures  of  the  intellect 
greater  than  the  pleafures  of  the  affedtyons  ?  Is  yt  not  a  trew 
and  only  naturall  pleafure,  whereof  there  ys  noe  facyetie  ? 
Is  yt  not  knowledge  that  doth  alone  cleere  the  minde  of 
all  perturbations  ?  How  manie  things  are  there  which 
wee  imagine  not  ?  how  manie  things  doe  wee  efteeme 
and  valew  otherwyfe  than  they  are  ?  This  yll  proportyon- 
ed  eftimatyon,   thefe  vaine  imaginatyons,  thefe  be  the 
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clowds  of  error  that  turne  into  the  flormes  of  perturba- 
tion.    Is  there  anie  fuch  happines  as  for  a  man's  minde 
to  be  rayfed  above  the  confufyon  of  things;  where  he 
maye  have  the  profpett  of  the  order  of  rjatuffe,  and  the 
errour  of  men  ?   Is  this  but  a  vayne  only  of  delyght,  and 
not  of  difcoverye :  of  contentment,  and  not  of  benefytt  ? 
Shall  he  not  afwell  dyfcerrie  the  ryches  of  natures  ware- 
howfe,  as  the  benefytt  of  her  fhopp  ?    Is  truth  ever  bar- 
ren ?    Shall  he  not  be  able  thereby  to  produce   wor- 
thy effe£$ :    and  to  indowfc  the  lyfe  bf  min  With  infinite 
comodyties  ?    But  fhall  I  make  this  garland  to  be  putt 
upon  a  wronge  head  ?  would  anie  bodie  beleve  me  yf  I 
fhould  verefye  this,   upon  the  knowledge  that  ys  now* 
in  ufe  ?    are  wee  the  rycher  by  one  poore  invention,  by 
reafon  of  all  the  learning  that  hath  bene  thefe  manie  hun- 
dred yeares  ?  The  induftrie  of  artyfycers  maketh  fome 
fmall  improvement  of  thinges  invented;  and  chance  fome- 
times  in  experimenting,    maketh  us  to  ftumble  upon 
fbmewhat  which  is  newe :  But  all  the  dyfputation  of  the 
learned  never  brought  to  light  one  effe£t  of  nature  be- 
fore unknowen.   When  thinges  are  knowen  and  fownd 
cut,   then  they  canne  defcant  upon  them,   they  canne 
knitt  them  into  certaine  caufes,  they  canne  reduce  them  to 
their  princyples.    If  anie  inftance  of  experyence  ftand  a- 
gainft  them,  they  canne  range  yt  in  order  by  fome  dy- 
illin&ions.  Sut  all  this  ys  but  a  webbe  of  the  wytte,  yt 
canne  worke  nothinge.  I  doe  not  dowbt  but  that  comon 
notyons  which  wee  call  reafon,  and  the  knitting  of  them 
together,  which  wee  call  logicke,  are  the  arte  of  reafon 
and  ftudyes.    But  they  rather  cafte  obfcurytie,  than  gaine 
light  to  the  contemplatyon  of  nature.    All  the  philofo- 
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phy  of  nature  which  is  now  receyved,  ys  eyther  the  phi- 
lofophye  of  the  Grecyans^  or  that  other  of  the  Alchu- 
miftes.    That  of  the  Grecyans  hath  the  foundation  in 
wordes,  in  oftentation,  in  confutation,  in  fedts,  in  fcooles, 
in  difputatyons.  The  Grecyans  were  (as  one  of  themfelves 
fayeth)  Tow  Grecyans  ever  children.    They  knewe  lyttle 
antyquitie ;  they  knewe  (except  fables)  not  much  above 
fyve  hundreth  yeares  before  themfelves.  They  knewe  but 
a  fmall  portyon  of  the  wprlde.    That  of  the  Alchumiftes 
hath  the  foundatyon  in  impofture,  in  auricular  tradytions 
and  obfcuritie.  Yt  was  catching  hold  of  religion,  but  the 
principle  of  yt  is,  Populus  wit  de.cipi.    So  that  I  knojye 
noe  great  dyference  betwene  thefe  great  philofpphers,  by t 
that  the  one  ys  a  lpwde  crying  follye,  and  .the  other  is 
a  whyfpering  follye.   The  one  ys  gathered  out  of  a  fewe 
vulgar  obfervations,  and  the  other  put  of  a  fewe  experi- 
ments of  a  furnace.    The  one  never  fayleth  to  multiplye 
wordes,   and  the  other  ever  fayleth  to  fliuJtiplye  go^d. 
Who  would  not  finile  vxArijtotle,  when  he  admi^eth  the 
eternitie  and  invari^blenes  .of  the  heaveus,  as  there  were 
not  the  lyke  in  the  .bowells  of  the  earth  ?   Thofe  be  tjhe 
confines  and  ^orders  of  thefe  t,wo  ki^gdo^cs,  ,whei;e  ,the 
continuall  alteratipn  and  incur fion  ai;e.    The  fuperficies 
and  .upper  partes  of  the  earth  are  Jfull  of  .varyptyes.    ^e 
fuperficies  and  lower  partes  of , the  heavens  (which  wee 
call  the  middle  region  ,pf  the  ayre)  ys  ,full  of  varyctie. 
There  ys^muqfr  (pityt  in  the  one  »pai;te  .that  cannot  be 
brought  into  waiTe.    T^e  ys  o^ich  mafly  Wye,  in 
?;he  qther  place  that  .cannot  be  defined  to  fpiryt.     The 
coropn  ayre  ys  as  the  wafte^grpwnd.bqtwene  the  bprdqrs. 
.Who  .would  jwt!rftftilq  &$&  Ailroftp^rs,  I  x^eape  ,not 
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thefe  fewe  carremen  which  dryve  the  earth  abowte,  but 
the  ancyent  Aftronomers,  which  fayne  the  moone  to  be 
the  fwyfteft  of  the  planetes  in  motyon,  and  the  reft  in 
order,  the  hygher  the  flower;  and  foe  are  compelled  to 
imagine  a  dowble  motyon :  whereas  howe  evydent  ys  yt, 
that  that  which  they  call  a  contrarye  motyon,  is  but  an 
abatement  of  motyon  ?  The  fixed  ftarres  overgoe  Sa- 
turne,  and  foe  in  them  and  the  reft  all  ys  but  one  mo- 
tyon, and  the  neerer  the  earth  the  flower.  A  motyon  al- 
.  fo  whereof  ayre  and  water  doe  participate,  though  much 
interrupted.  But  why  doe  I  in  a  conference  of  pleafure 
enter  into  thefe  great  matters,  in  forte  that  pretending 
toknowe  much  I  fhould  forgett  what  ys  feafonable?  par- 
don me,  yt  was  becaufe  all  thinges  maye  be  indowed  and 
adorned  with  fpeaches,  but  knowledge  yt  felfe  ys  more 
beautifull  than  anie  apparrell  of  wordes  that  canne  be 
putt  uppon  yt.  And  lett  not  me  feeme  arrogant  without 
refpedt  to  thefe  great  reputed  authors.  Lett  me  foe  give 
everye  man  his  dewe,  as  I  give  time  his  due,  which  ys 
to  dyfcover  truth.  Manie  of  theife  men  had  greater  wittes, 
farre  above  mine  owne,  and  foe  are  manie  in  the  Uni- 
verfytyes  of  Europe  at  this  daye.  But  alas,  they  learne 
nothing  there  but  to  beleve :  fyrft  to  beleve  that  others 
lenowe  that  which  they  knowe  not ;  and  after  themfelves 
knowe  that  which  they  knowe.  not.  But  indeed  facilitye 
to  beleeve,  impatience  to  dowbte,  temerytie  to  anfweare, 
glorye  to  knowe,  dowbte  to  contradydte,  ende  to  gaine, 
flothe  to  fearche,  feeking  thinges  in  woordes,  refting  in 
parte  of  nature;  thefe  and  the  like  have  bene  the 
thinges  which  have  forbydden  the  happye  matche  be- 
twene  the  minde  of  man,  and  the  nature  of  thinges :  and 
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in  place  thereof  have  marryed  yt  to  vaine  notyons,  and 
blinde  experiments:  And  what  the  pofterytye  and  yfliie 
of  foe  honorable  a  matche  maye  be,  it  is  not  hard  to  con- 
fyder.  Printing,  a  groffe  inventyon ;  Artyllerye,  a  thingp 
that  Iaye  not  farre  out  of  the  waye;  the  Needle,  a  thinge 
partly  knowen  before :  what  a  change  have  thefe  three 
made  in  the  worlde  in  thefe  times,  the  one  in  ftate  of 
learninge,,  the  other  in  ftate  of  the  warre,  the  third  in  the 
ftate  of  treafure,  comodyties  and  navigation  ?  and  thofa 
I  faye  were  but  ftumbled  upon  and  lighted  upon  by 
chance.  Therefore,  noe  dowbt  the  foveraintie  of  man 
lyeth  hid  in  knowledge ;  wherein  manie  thinges  are  re- 
ferved,  which  Kinges  with  their  treafure  cannot  buye, 
nor  with  their  force  comaunde ;  their  fpyalks  and  ink 
telligencers  canne  give  noe  newes  of  them,  their  feamen 
and  difcoverers  cannot  fayle  where  they  growe :  Nowe 
wee  governe  Nature  in  opinions,  but  we  are  thrall  unto 
her  in  neceflytie :  but  yf  wee  would  be  ledd  by  her  in 
inventyon,  wee  (hould  comaund  her  in  adyon. 
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VALERIUS  TERMINUS 

O  F    T  H  E 

Interpretation  of  Nature ; 

With  the  Annotations  of 

HERMES  STELLA. 

A  rfew  fragments  of  the  iirft  book,  viz. 

ir.  The  *Wt  <&apter  entire,  Of  the  ends  and  limits  of 
knowledge. 

2.  A  portion  of  the  i  i*  chapter,  Of  tie  Stale. 

3.  A  finall  portion  of  the  9th  ^chapter,  being  an  induce- 

ment "to  the  Inventory. 

4.  A  fmall  portion  of  the  10th  chapter,  being  the  pre- 

face to  the  Inventary. 

5.  A  fmall  portion  of  the  10th  chapter,  being  a  preface 

to  the  inward  Elencbet  of  the  mind. 

6.  A  fmall  portion  of  the  4th  chapter,  Of  the  impedi- 

ments if  inowledge  tn  general. 

7.  A  fmall  portion  of  the  5th  chapter,  Of  the  diver/ion 

of  wits. 

8.  The  6th  chapter  intire. 

9.  A  portion  of  the  7th  chapter. 

10.  The  8th  chapter  intire. 

*m.  Another  portion  of  the  9th  chapter. 

12.  The 
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12-  1*he  abridgment  of  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  15th,  l6,h, 

17th,  18th,  19th,  2V\  22d,  25th  and  26th  chapters 

of  the  firft  book. 
13.  The  firft  chapter  of  a  book  of  the  fame  argument,. 

written  in  Latin,  and  deftined  to  be  feparate  and 

not  publick. 

None  of  the  annotations  of  Stella  are  fet  down 
in  thefe  fragments. 


Cap.  I.   Of  the  limits  and  end  of  knowledge. 

IN  the  divine  nature ;  both  religion  and  philofopfty 
hath  acknowledged  goodnefs  in  perfection,  fcience 
or  providence  comprehending  all  things,  and  abfolute 
foveraigntie  or  kingdom.  In  afpiring  to  the  throne  of 
power,  the  Angels  tranfgrefTed  and  fell ;  in  prefuming  to 
come  within  the  Oracle  of  knowledge,  Man  tranfgrefled* 
and  fell ;  but  in  purfuit  towards  the  fimilitude  of  God's 
goodnefs  or  love  (which  is  one  thing,  for  love  is  nothing 
elfe  btit  goodnefs  put  in  motion  or  applied)  neither 
Man  or  Spirit  ever  hath  tranfgrefTed,  or  (hall  tran£ 
grefs. 

The  Angel  of  light  that  was,  when  he  prefumed  be- 
fore his  fall,  faid  within  himfelf,  J  will  afcend  and  be 
like  unto  the  Higheji ;  not  God,  but  the  Higheft.  To  be 
like  to  God  in  goodnefs,  was  no  part  of  his  emulation : 
knowledge  being  in  creation  an  Angel  of  light,  was  not 
the  want  which  did  moll  foliicit  him  ;  only  becaufe  he 

wat 


400  Of  the  Interpretation 

was  a  minifter  he  aimed  at  a  fupremacy ;  therefore  his 
climbing  or  afcenfion  was  turned  into  a  throwing  down 
or  precipitation. 

Man  on  the  other  fide,  when  he  was  tempted  before 
he  fell,  had  offered  unto  him  this  fuggeftion,  That  he 
Jhould  be  like  unto  God.  But  how  ?  not  fimply,  but  in 
this  part,  knowing  good  and  evil.  For  being  in  his  crea- 
tion inverted  with  foveraignty  of  all  inferiour  creatures, 
he  was  not  needy  of  power  or  dominion,  but  again,  be- 
ing a  fpirit  newly  enclofed  in  a  body  of  earth,  he  was 
fitteft  to  be  allured  with  appetite  of  light  and  liberty  of 
knowledge,  therefore  this  approaching  and  intruding 
into  God's  fecrets  and  myfteries,  was  rewarded  with  a 
further  removing  and  eftranging  from  God's  pretence. 
But  as  to  the  goodnefs  of  God,  there  is  no  danger  in  con- 
tending or  advancing  towards  a  fimilitude  thereof;  as  that 
which  is  open  and  propounded  to  our  imitation.  For  that 
voice  (whereof  the  Heathen  and  all  other  errors  of  reli- 
gion have  ever  confefled  that  it  founds  not  like  man) 
Love  your  enemies;  be  you  like  unto  your  heavenly  father, 
that  fuffereth  his  rain  to  fall  both  upon  the  jujl  and  the 
unjttjl,  doth  well  declare,  that  we  can  in  that  point  com- 
mit no  excefs.  fo  again  we  find  it  often  repeated  in  the 
old  law,  Be  you  holy  as  I  am  holy  -,  and  what  is  holinefs 
elfe  but  goodnefs,  as  we  confider  it  feparate,  and  guarded 
from  all  mixture,  and  all  excels  of  evil  ? 

Wherefore  feeing  that  knowledge  is  of  the  number  of 
thofe  things  which  are  to  be  accepted  of  with  caution 
and  diftin&ion j  being  now  to  open  a  fountain,  fuch  as 
it  is  not  eafy  to  difcern  where  the  iflues  and  ftreams 
thereof  will  take  and  fall  j  I  thought  it  good  and  necef- 
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fary  in  the  firft  place,  to  make  a  ftrong  and  found  head 
or  bank  to  rule  and  guide  the  courfe  of  the  waters ;  by 
fetting  down  this  pofition  or  firmament,  namely*,  that 
all  knowledge  is  to  be  limited  by  religion,  and  to  be  re- 
ferred to  ufe  and  aftion. 

For  if  any  man  fhall  think  by  view  and  enquiry  into 
thefe  fenfible  and  material  things,  to  attain  to  any  light 
for  the  revealing  of  the  nature  or  will  of  God  ;  he  (hall 
dangeroufly  abufe  himfelf.     It  is  true,  that  the  contem- 
plation of  the  creatures  of  God  hath  for  end  (as  to  the 
natures  of  the  creatures  themfelves)  knowledge;  but  as 
to  the  nature  of  God,  no  knowledge,  but  wonder  j  which 
is  nothing  elfe  but  contemplation  broken  off,  or  looting 
it  felf.     Nay  further,    as  it  was  aptly  faid  by  one  of 
Plato  $  fchool,    The  fence  of  man  refemblfth  the  funnet 
which  openeth  and  revealetb  the  terrejlrial  globe,  but  ob- 
fcureth  and  concealetb  the  celejlial ;   fo  doth  the  fence 
difcover  natural  things,  but  darken  and  (hut  up  divine ; 
and  this  appeareth  fufficiently  in  that  there  is  no  pro- 
ceeding in  invention  of  knowledge,  but  by  fimilitude ; 
and  God  is  only  felf-like,  having  nothing  in  common 
with  any  creature,    otherwife  than  as  in  fhadow  and 
trope.    Therefore  attend  his  will  as  himfelf  openeth  it, 
and  give  unto  faith  that  which  unto  faith  belongethj  for 
more  worthy  it  is  to  believe  than  to  think  or  know,  con- 
fidering  that  in  knowledge  (as  we  now  are  capable  of  it) 
the  mind  fuffereth  from  inferior  natures  j  but  in  ail  be^ 
lief  it  fuffereth  from  a  fpirit  which  it  holdeth  fuperior, 
and  more  authorized  than  it  felf. 

To  conclude,   the  prejudice  hath  been  infinite,   that 
fcoth  divine  and  human  knowledge  hath  received  by  the 
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Intermingling  arid  tempering  of  the  one  with  the  otlier; 
as  that  which  hath  filled  the  one  foil  of  herefies,  and 
the  other  full  of  fpeculative  fi&ions  and  vanities. 

But  now  there  are  again,  which  in  a  contrary  extre- 
mity to  thofe  which  give  to  contemplation  an  overlargc 
7  fcope,  do  offer  too  great  a  reftraint  t6  natural  and  law- 
ful knowledge ;  being  unjuftly  jealous  that  every  reach 
land  depth  of  knowledge  wherewith  their  conceipts  have 
not  been  acquainted,  fhould  be  too  high  an  elevation  of 
man's  wit,  and  a  fearching  and  ravelling  too  far  into 
God's  fecretsj  an  opinion  that  arifeth  either  of  envy 
(which  is  proud  weaknefs,  and  to  be  cenfured  and  not 
confuted)  or  elfe  of  a  deceitful  fimplicity.  For  if  they 
mean  that  the  ignorance  of  a  fecond  caufe  doth  make 
men  more  devoutly  to  depend  upon  the  providence  of 
God,  as  fuppofing  the  effedts  to  come  immediately  from 
his  hand :  I  demand  of  them,  as  Job  demanded  of  his 
friends,  Will  you  lie  for  Gody  as  man  nvill  for  man  to 
gratifie  him  ?  But  if  any  man,  without  any  finifter  hu- 
mour, doth  indeed  make  doubt  that  this  digging  further 
and  further  into  the  mine  of  natural  knowledge,  is  a 
thing  without  example,  and  uncommended  in  the  fcrip- 
tures,  or  fruitlefs \  let  him  remember  and  be  inftru<fted  : 
for  behold  it  was  not  that  pure  light  of  natural  know- 
ledge, whereby  man  in  pkradife  was  able  to  give  unto 
every  living  creature  a  name  according  to  his  propriety 
which  gave  occafion  to  the  fall ;  but  it  was  an  afpiring 
defire  to  attain  to  that  part  of  moral  knowledge,  which 
defineth  of  good  and  evil,  whereby  to  difpute  God's 
commandments,  and  not  to  depend  upon  the  revelation 
of  his  will,  which  was  the  original  teniptation.  And  the 
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firft  holy  records  which  within  thofe  brief  memorials  of 
things  which  patted  before  the  flood,  entered  few  things 
as  worthy  to  be  rcgiftred,  but  only  linages  and  propa- 
gations, yet  neverthelefs  honour  the  remembraunce  of 
the  inventor  both  of  mufique  and  works  in  metal,  Mo- 
fes  again  (who  was  the  reporter)  is  faid  to  have  been 
feen  in  all  the  Egyptian  learning,  which  nation  was  early 
and  leading  in  matter  of  knowledge.  And  Solomon  the 
King,  as  out  of  a  branch  of  his  wifdom  extraordinarily 
petitioned  and  granted  from  God,  is  faid  to  have  written 
a  natural  hiftory  of  all  that  is  green,  from  the  Cedar  to 
the  Mofs  (which  is  but  a  rudiment  between  putrefadtion 
and  an  herb)  and  alfo  of  all  that  liveth  and  moveth. 
And  if  the  book  of  Job  be  turned  over,  it  will  be  found 
to  have  much  afperfion  of  natural  philofbphy.  Nay  the 
fame  Solomon  the  King  aflirmeth  dire&Iy,  that  the  glory 
of  God  is  to  conceal  a  things  but  the  glory  of  the  King 
is  to  find  it  out,  as  if  according  to  the  innocent  play  of 
children,  the  divine  Majefty  took  delight  to  hide  his 
works,  to  the  end  to  have  them  found  out ;  for  in  name- 
ing  the  King  he  intendeth  man,  taking  fuch  a  condition 
of  man  as  hath  moft  excellency  and  greateft  command- 
ment of  wits  and  means,  alluding  alfo  to  his  own  pcr- 
fon,  being  truly  one  of  thofe  cleareft  burning  lamps, 
whereof  himfelf  fpeaketh  in  another  place,  wften  he* 
faith,  The  fpirit  of  man  is  as  the  lamp  of  God,  where* 
with  he  fearcheth  all  inwardnefs  -,  which  nature  of  the 
foul  the  fame  Solomon  holding  precious  and  irieftimable,' 
and  therein  confpiring  with  the  afFedtion  of  Socrates, 
who  fcorned  the  pretended  learned  men  of  his  time  for 
railing  great  benefit  of  their  learning  (whereas  Anaxa- 
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goras  contrary  wife,  and  divers  others  being  born  tp  ample  > 
patrimonies  decayed  them  in  contemplation)  delivered* 
it  in  precepte  yet  remaining,  Buy  the  truth  and  Jill  it  \ 
not  j  and  fo  of  wifdom  and  knowledge. 

And  left  any  man  fhould  retain  a  fcruple,  as  if  this 
thirft  of  knowledge  were  rather  an  humour  of  the  mind> 
than  an  emptynefs  or  want  in  nature  and  fen  infti»&  from 
God;  the  fame  authour  defineth  of  it  fully,  faying,  God 
bath  made  every  thing  in  beauty  according  to  feajon ;  alfa 
he  hath  Jet  the  world  in  man's  hearty  yet  can  he  not  find 
out  the  work  which  God  worketh  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end)  declaring  not  obfcurely  that  God  hath  framed 
the  mind  of  man  as  a  glafs,  capable  of  the  image  of  the 
univerfal  world,  joying  to  receive  the  fignature  thereof  as 
the  eye  is  of  light ;  yea,  not  only  fatisfied  in  beholding, 
the  variety  of  things,  and  viciffitude  of  times,  but  railed 
alfo  to  find  out  and  difcern  thofe  ordinances  and  decrees* 
which  throughout  all  thefe  changes  are  infallibly  civ 
ferved.    And  although  the  higheft  generality  of  motion,, 
or  fummary  law  of  nature>  God  (hould  ftill  referve  with* 
in  his  own  curtain ;  yet  many  and  noble  are  the  inferior 
and  fecondary  operations  which  are  within  man's  found- 
ing.    This  is  a  thing  which  I  cannot  tell  whether  I  may 
fo  plainly  fpeak  as  truly  conceive*  that  as  all  knowledge, 
appeareth  to  be  a  plant  of  God's  own  planting,  fo  it  may 
feem  the  fpreading  and  flourishing,  or  ax  leaft  the  bear- 
ing and  frudtifying  of  this  plant,   by  a  providences  b£ 
God,  nay,  not  only  by  a  general  providence,  but  by.  a 
fpecial  prophecy,  was  appointed  to  this  autumn  of  the 
world :  for  to  my  underftanding,  it  is  not  violent  to  the 
letter,  and  fafe  now  after  the  event)  fo  to  interpret  that 
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place  in  the  prophecy  of  Daniel \  where  fpeaking  of  the 
latter  times,  it  is  faid,  Many  jhall  pafs  to  and  fro,  and 
fcienee  Jhall  be  encreafed\  as  if  the  opening  of  the  world 
by  navigation  and  commerce>  and  the  further  difcovcry 
of  knowledge  fhould  meet  in  one  time  or  age. 

But  howfoever  that  be,  there  are  befides  the  authorities* 
of  fcriptures  before  recited,  tworcafons  of  exceeding  great 
weight  and  force,  why  religion  fhould  dearly  proteft  all 
encreafe  of  natural  knowledge:  the  one,  becaufe  it  leadeth 
to  the  greater  exaltation  of  the  glory  of  God ;  for  as  the  • 
pfalmes  and  other  fcriptures  do  often  invite  us  to  confi- 
der,  and  to  magnifie  the  great  and  wonderful  works  of 
God ;  fo  if  we  fhould  reft  only  in  the  contemplation  of 
thofe  fhews  which  firft  offer  themfelves  to  our  fences, 
we  fhould  do  a  like  injury  to  the  majefty  of  God,   as  if 
we  fhould  judge  of  the  ftore  of  fome  excellent  Jeweller, 
by  that  only  which  is  fet  out  to  the  ftreet  in  his  fhop.    the 
other  rcafon  is,  becaufe  it  k  a  lingular  help  and  a  prcfer- 
vative  againft  unbfelief  and  error :  For  faith  our  Saviour, 
Ton  erre>  not  knowing  the  fcriptures  nor  the  power  of  God  ^ 
laying  before  us  two  books  or  volumes  to  ftudy,  if  we 
will  be  fecured  from  error  j  firft,  the  fcriptures  revealing 
the  will  of  God,  and  then  the  creatures  expreffing  his 
power ;  for  that  latter  book  will  certify  us,  that  nothing 
which  the  firft  teacheth  fhall    be  thought  impoflible. 
And  moft  furc  it  is,  and  a  true  conclufion  of  experience, 
that  a  little  natural  Philofophy  inclineth  the  mind  to  A- 
theifm,  but  a  further  proceeding  bringeth  the  mind  back 
to  Religion. 

To  conclude  then,  let  no  man  prefume  to  check  the 
liberality  of  God's  giftes,  who  as  was  faid>  Hath  fet  the 
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world  in  man's  heart.  So  as  whatfoever  is  not  God,  but 
parcel  of  the  world,  he  hath  fitted  it  to  thfe  comppehen- 
fion  of  man's  mind,  if  man  will  open  and  dilate  the 
powers  of  his  underftanding  as  he  may. 

But  yet  evermore  it  muft  be  remembred*  that  the 
lcaft  part  of  knowledge  paffed  to  man  by  this  fo  lapge  a 
charter  from  God,  muft  be  fubjed  to  that  ufe  far  which 
God  hath  granted  it,  which  is  the  benefit  and  relief  of 
the  ftate  and  fociety  of  man;  for  otherwife  all  manner 
of  knowledge  becometh  maligne  and  ferpentine,  and  there- 
fore as  carrying  the  quality  of  the  ferpent's  fting  and 
malice,  it  maketh  the  mind  of  man  to  fwell;  as  the 
fcripturc  &ith  excellently,  Knowledge  bloweth  up,  but 
Qharity  buildeth  up.  And  again,  the  fame  author  doth 
ootably  difevow  both  power  and  knowledge,  fiich  as  is 
not  dedicated  to  goodnefs  or  love ;  for  faith  he,  If  I  have 
all  faith  fo  as  I  could  remove  mountains  (there  is  power 
active)  if  I  render  my  body  to  the  fire  (there  is  power 
paffive)  if  I  Jpeak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  angels, 
(there  is  knowledge,  for  language  is  but  the  conveyance 
of  knowledge)  all  were  nothing. 

And  therefore  it  is  not  the  pleafure  of  curiofity,  nor 
the  quiet  of  refolution,  nor  the  raifing  of  the  fpirit,  nor 
vi&ory  of  wit,  nor  faculty  of  fpeech,  nor  lucre  of  proi 
feffion,  nor  ambition  of  honour  or  fame,  of  inabfement 
for  bufinefs,  that  are  the  true  ends  of  knowledge  ;  fome 
of  thefe  being  more  worthy  than  other,  though  all  infe- 
rior and  degenerate :  But  it  is  a  reftitution  and  reinveft- 
ing  (in  great  part)  of  man  to  the  foveraignty  and  power, 
(for  whenfoever  he  {hall  be  able  to  call  the  creatures  by 
their  true  names,  he  fhall  again  command  them)  which 
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lfc  had  in  hisfirft  ftate  of  creation.  Ami  to  fpeak  plainly 
and  fcleairly,  it  is  a  difcovery  of  all  operations  and  pofli- 
bilities  of  operations  from  immortality  (if  it  were  poffible) 
to  the  medneft  mechanical  pmftice.,  And  therefore  know- 
ledge, that  tendeth.  but  to  fatfefaftion,  k  but  as  a  cottr- 
'tifan,  which  is  for  pleafure  and  not  for  fruit  or  genera- 
tion. And  knowledge- that  tendeth  toprofit  or  profeffion, 
or  glory,  is  but  as  the  .golden  ball  thrown  before  Ata- 
lanta  ;  which  while  ifhegoeth »afidc,  and  ftoopeth  to  take 
up,  (he  hindereth  tfae\race>    and  knowledge  referred  to 
fome  particular  point  of  ufe,  is  but  z&Harvtodius,  which 
putteth  down  one  tyrant:   and  not  like  Hercules,  who 
did  perambulate  the  world  to  fuppreis  tyrants  .and  -gy~ 
iante  and  monflers  in  every  part.  * 

It  is  true,  that  in  two  points  the  curie  is  peremptory, 
and.  not  to  be  removed :  the  one,  that  vanity:  emit:  be-  the 
efld  in  ail  human  efle&s;  Eternity  being  refumed,;  though 
*  the,  revolutions  and  periods  may  be  delayed.    The  other, 
.that  the  confent  of  the  creature  being  now  turned  into 
r elq&ation,  this  power  cannot  otherxvife  be  exer&fed  and 
admin  iftred  but  with  labour,  as  well  in  inventing  as  in  exe- 
cuting; .,  yet  neverthelefs  chiefly  that  labour  and  travel, 
which  is  defcribed  by  the  fweat  of  the  brows,,  more  than 
of  the  body;  that  is,  fuch  travel  as  is  joyned  with  the 
yorking  and  difcurfion  of  the  fpirits  in  the  brain :  for 
.  as  Salomon  faith  excellently ,    The  fool  puttetb  to  more 
Jlr<ngtb^but  the  -wijiman  confideretb  which  way ;  :  figni- 
fying  the  ele&ion  of  the  meane  to  be  more  material  than 
the  multiplication  of  endeavour.     It  is  true  alfo,   that 
there  is  a  limitation  rather  potential  than  a&ual,  which 
is  when  the  effed  is  poffible,  but  the  time  or  place  yield- 
'  ;  eth 
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cth  not  the  matter  or  bafis  whereupon  man  fhould  work. 
But  notwithstanding  thefe  precinfts  and  bounds,  let  it 
be  believed,  and  appeal  thereof  made  to  time,  (with 
renunciation  neverthelefs  to  all  the  vain  and  abufing  pro- 
mifes  of  Alchymijis  and  Magicians,  and  fuch  like  light, 
idle,  ignorant,  credulous  and  fantaftical  wits  and  feds) 
that  the  new  found  world  of  land  was  not  greater  addition 
to  the  antient  continent,  then  there  remaineth  at  this  day 
a  world  of  inventions  and  fciences  unknown,  having  re- 
fpedt  to  thofe  that  are  known,  with  this  difference,  that 
the  antient  regions  of  knowledge  will  feem  as  barbarous 
compared  with  the  new;  as  the  new  regions  of  people 
feem  barbarous,  compared  to  many  of  the  old. 

The  dignity  of  this  end  (of  endowment  of  man's 
.  life  with  new  commodities  )  appeareth  by  the  estimation 
that  antiquity  made  of  fuch  as  guided  thereuntQ;  for 
whereas  founders  of  ftates,  lawgivers*  extirpefs  of  ty- 
rants, fathers  of  the  people,  were  honoured  but  with  the 
titles  of  Worthies  or  Demigods,  inventors  were  ever  con- 
secrated amongft  the  Gods  themfelves.  And  if  this  or- 
dinary ambitions  of  men  lead  them  to  feek  the  amplifica- 
tion of  their  own  power  in  their  countries,  and  a  better 
ambition  than  that  hath  moved  men  to  feek  the  amplifi- 
cation of  the  power  of  their  own  countries  amongft  o- 
ther  nations  *  better  again  and  more  worthy  muft  that 
afpiring  be,  which  feeketh  the  amplification  of  the  power 
*and  kingdom  of  mankind  over  the  world:  the  rather, 
becaufe  the  other  two  profecutions  are  ever  culpable  of 
much  perturbation  and  injuftice;.  but  this  as  a  work 
truly  divine,  which  cometh  in  aura  lent,  without  noife 

or  ob&rvation. 
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The  accefs  alfo  to  this  work  hath  been  by  that  port 
or  paflage,  which  the  divine  Majefty  (who  is  unchanged 
able  in  his  ways)  doth  infallibly  continue  and  obferve  j 
that  is,  the  felicity  wherewith  he  hath  bleffed  an  humi-> 
lity  of  mind,  fuch  as  rather  laboureth  to  fpell,  and  fo  by 
degrees  to  read  in  the  volumes  of  his  creatures,  than  to 
follicit  and  urge,  and  as  it  were  to  invocate  a  man's  own 
fpirit  to  divine,  and  give  oracles  unto  him.  for  as  in  the 
inquiry  of  divine  truth,  the  pride  of  man  hath  ever  in-? 
clined  to  leave  the  oracles  of  God's  word,  and  to  vanifh 
in  the  mixture  of  their  own  inventions  \  fo  in  the  felt- 
fame  manner  in  inquifition  of  nature,  they  have  ever  left 
the  oracles  of  God's  works,  and  adored  the  deceiving 
and  deformed  imagery,  which  the, unequal  mirrours  of 
their  own  minds  have  reprefented  unto  them.  Nay  it  i* 
a  point  fit  and  neceflary  in  the  front,  and  beginning  of 
this  work,  without  hefitation  or  refervation  tQ  be  profef- 
£ed,  that  it  is  no  left  true  in  this  humane  kingdom  of 
knowledge,  than  in  God's  kingdom  of  heaven,  that  n? 
man,  (hall  enter  into  it,  except  be  become  jirft  as  a  little 
child. 

The  chapter  immediately  following  the  Inven- 
tory; being  the  nth  in  order >  2l  part  there- 
of. 

JT  *ppeareth  thea  what  is, nov?  in  propofition,  not  by 
general  circumlocution,  but  by  particular  note,  no 
former  philofophy  varied  in.  terms  or  method ;  no  new 
placet  or  fpeculation  upon  ;  particular*  already  known  j 
do  referring  to  adion, ,  by  any  manual  of  pra&ice;  but 
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the  revealing  and  difcovering  of  n«w  inventions  and  ope- 
rations.   This  to  be  done  without  the  errors  and  con- 
jectures of  art,  or  the  length  or  difficulties  of  experience; 
the  nature  and  kinds  of  which  inventions  have  been  de- 
fbribed  as  they  could  be  diffccfrered;  for  your  eye  cannot 
pafs  one  kenning  without  further  failing ;  only  we  have 
flood  upon  the  beft:  advantages  of  the  notions  received, 
as  upon  a  mount,  to  Qiew  the  knowledges  adjacent  and 
cbnfining.     If  therefore  the  trui  enii  of  knowledge,  not 
propounded,   hath  fcred  ktrgc  error,   the  beft  and  per- 
fecfteft  condition  of  the  fame  end,   not  perceived,  will 
caufe  fome  declination^  for  when  the  butt  is  fetup,  men 
need  not  rove,  but  except  the  white  be  placed,  men  can- 
not fcvel.    This  perfe&ion  we  mean,  not  in  the  worth 
of  the  effefts,  but  in  the  nature  of  the  dire&ion,  for  our 
purpofe  h  not  to  ftir  up  mens  hopes,  but  to  guide  their 
travels/'  The  'firHncfs  of  direction  to  work,  and  produce 
ahy  efifed,  cohfifteth  in 'two  conditions,  certainty  and 
liberty.1    Certainty  is,  when  the  diredlfon  is  not  only 
true  for  the  moft  part,  but  infallible.    Liberty  is,  when 
the  direction  is  not  reftrained  to  fome  definite  means,  but 
comprehendeth  all  the  means  and  ways  poffible ;  for  the 
Poet  &ith  well,  Szfjientfbm  undiqu?  lotie  font  vi<?  y  and 
where  there  is  tl^e  greateft  plurality  of  change,  there  is 
the  greateft  Angularity  of  choife.    Befides,  as  a  conjectu- 
ral dire&ion  maketh  a  cafual  effedt,  fo  a  particular  and 
reftrained  dirqaion   is  nb  kft  cafual  than   uncertain, 
for  thofe  particular  mean*  whereunto  it  is  tyed,  may  te 
oiit  of  your  power,  or  may  be  accompanied  witi%  an  over- 
value of  ^prejudice;  and  foiif  fopwantof  certainty  indir 
rettion,  yob!  ate  toftrated  in  fucoefs^  fdrwapt  o£  variety 
■  in 
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in  dife&lon,  you  are  flopped  in  attempt.    If  therefore*: 
/our  direction  be  certain^  it  muft  refer  you,  and  point 
you  to  fomewhat,  which  if  it  be  prefent,  the  effect:  you 
feek  will  df  neceflity  follow,  elfe  may  you  perform  and 
not  obtain.   If  it  be  free*  then  muft  it  refer  you  to  feme- : 
what,  which  if  it  be  abfent,  ihs  effect  yoa  feek  will  of 
neceffity  withdraw,   elfe  xruij  you  have  power  and  not 
attempt    This  notion  Atifiatle  had  in  light,  though  not 
in  ufe.  for  the  two  commended  rules  by  him  fet  down;' 
whereby-  the  axioms  of  Sciences  are  precepted  to  b£4n£&'. 
convertible,  and  which  the  latter  men  have'  nor  without* 
elegancy  furnamed;  the  one  the  rule  of  truth/becalife  ir 
preventeth  deceipt;  the  other  the  ruieqf  prudence,  be-- 
caufe  it  freeth  election,  are  the  fame  thjng  in  fpecuiaxiotl> 
and  affirmation,  which  we  now  obfecve:    A»  etampttf 
will  <m&ke  my  meaning  attained;-  and  yet  fcjcajp  -mater 
it  thought  that  they  attained  it  not.    Let  the  effect-  ts»fce* 
produced  be  vfbitenefs*  let  the  firft  diraaion  be;  thaftUff 
ait  and  water  be  interrriinglfed,  orbitotaai  in  fm*U  pttr^' 
t^ns  together,"  whkentiffi  will  enfue  -r  as  m  fnow^iii,  tfo 
breaking  df  the  wave*  of  the  fea^nd  rivers,  and  thclifcel 
This  direction  is  certain,  but  vety particular*  -and  rtf. 
ftrained,  being?  tyed  but  t6  air  and  waters  Let  th^f^OB^ 
direction  be,'  that  'if  air |  be^  mingled'  as  beftri'n^^y 
tronfparent  body,  fuch  neverthelets  as  i$  unccttouret!  and* 
more  grofly  tranfpjarent  than  air  it  felf,  that  then, &c.  a¥ 
glafs  or  cryftal,  being  beaten  to  fine  powdpr,  by  the  in4 
terpbfitibn  of  the  alk*  WcoiWem  white  r  the  whyte  6f  *& 
egg,  being  clear  oTfc  fetfr  rbcerving  ai¥/by  agitation*  be-* 
cdrricth  white,   receiving  ■'air  bp  ebtfcfeatbnV  beepmeth 
white*}  here,  yon  are  lifted  from  water,-  rfnd  advanced  to 
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a  clear  body,   and  ftili  tyed  to  air.     Let  thtf  third  di- 
rection exclude  or  remove  the  reftraint  of  an  uncoloured 
body,  as  in  amber,  fapphires,  &c.  which  beaten  to  fin* 
powder,  bfceome  white  in:wins  and  beer;  which  brought, 
to  froth,  become  white.   .Let  the  fourth  dire&ion  ex^ 
elude  the  reftnaint  of  a  body  .more,  groflyitranfpafent  thaa 
air,  as  in  flame,  being  a  body  compounded  between  ai* 
and  a  finer  fubftance  than  air,  which  flame,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  fmoak,  which  is  the  third  fubfbtnee  that  incor- 
po»ratetb  it  felf  and  dyeth,  the  flame  would  be  more  per- 
fed  whiter .  In  all  thefe  four  dire&ions,  air  flill  beared* 
a. part  liqt  the  fifth  diredion  then  be,  that  if  any  bo- 
dies,  both  transparent,   but  in  an  unequal  degree,  be. 
mingled  as  before,  whitened  will  follow:  as  oyl  and.wa- 
tec, beaten  to  an  oyntment,-  though  by  fettling,  the  jair 
which  gathereth  in.  the  agitation  be  evaporate*  yet  *e- 
maineth  white;  and  the  powder  of  glafs  or  Cryftal,  put 
into  Water,  whereby  the  air  giveth  place, .  yet  remaiaeth 
white;  ;  though  notibf  perfect*     Now  are  <  yo» ,  freed  from, 
air,  but  ftill  yptt  are  tyed  to  tranfpartrtt  bodies,-  To  a- 
fceud  further  by  fcale  I  do  forbear,   partly  becaufe  it 
would  draw  on  the  example  to  an  over  great  length,  but 
chiefly^becauie  it  would  open  thst  which  in  this  work 
I det?ro>ine >,«>  refcrvt *  %;t»ipafs  through  the  whole 
hiftory  and  obfervation  of  colours  and  obje&s  vifible, 
were  too  long  a-digtefiion ;  and  our  purpofe  is  now  to 
give  an  example  of  a  free  direction,  thereby  to  diftin- 
guifh  and  defaijx.  #;   and  n^t  to  fet  down  a  form  of 
interpretation  bflw;  to  r4coyer{  atfd  attain  it.    But  as  we 
intend  not  now;tp  revpaj^fft^ve.iare.circuirt^eia  not  to 
miflead;  and  therefore  (this  WM$i&g  being  given)  re* 

:  -    .  *j  turning 
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turning  to  our  purpofe  in  hand,  we  admit  the  fixth  di* 
re&ion  to  be,  that  all  bodies,  or  parts  of  bodies,  which 
are  unequal  equally,  that  is,  in  a  fimple  proportion,  do 
reprefent  whitenefs;  we  will  explain  this,  though  we  in- 
duce it  not.  It  is  then  to  be  underftood,  that  abfolute: 
equality  produceth  tranfparence,  inequality  in  fimple  or- 
der or  proportion  produceth  whitenefs,  inequality  in> 
compound  or  refpe&ive  order  or  proportion  produceth. 
other  colours,  and  abfolute  or  orderlefs  inequality  pro- 
duceth blacknefs ;  which  diverfity,  if  fo  grofs  a  demon- 
ftration  be  needful,  may  be  fignified  by  four  tables;  a* 
blank,  a  chequer,  a  fret,  and  a  medley  ;  whereof  the 
fret  is  evident  to  admit  great  variety.  Out  of  this  afler- 
tion  are  fatisfied  a  multitude  of  effects  and  obfervations,, 
as  that  whitenefs  and  blacknefs  are  moft  incompatible* 
with  tranfparence;  that  whitenefs  keepeth  light,  and 
blacknefs  ftoppeth  light,  but  neither  paffeth  it;  that 
whitenefs  or  blacknefs  are  never  produced  in  Rainbows^ 
Diamonds,.  Cryftals,.  and  the  like;  that  white  giveth  no 
dye,  and  black  hardly  taketh  dye;,  that  whitenefs  ieem~ 
eth  to  have  an  affinity  with  drynefs;  and  blacknefs  with 
moifture;  that  aduftion  caufeth  blacknefs;  and  calcina- 
tion whitenefs;  that  flowers  are  generally  of  frefli  co^ 
lours,  and  rarely  black,  Gfc.  all  which  I  do  now  men- 
tion confufedly  by  way  of  derivation,  and  not  by  way  of 
kidudtion.  This  fixth  direction,  which  I  have  thus  ex- 
plained, is  of  good  and  competent  liberty,  for  whitenefs 
fixed  and  inherent ;  but  not  for  whitenefs  fantaftical,  or 
appearing,  as  (hall  be  afterwards  touched.  But  firft.  do 
you  need  a  reduction  back  to  certainty  or  verity?  for  it  is 
not  all  portion  or  contexture  of  unequal  bodies  that  will 
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produce  colours;  for  Aqua  fortisy  oyl  of  Fiirtol^bccmori 
manifcftly,  and  many  other  fubftances  more  obfcurdy, 
do  confift  of  very  unequal  parts,  which  yet  are  tranfpa- 
rent  and  clear.     Therefore  the  reduction  muft  be,  that 
the  bodies  or  parts  of  bodies  fo  intermingled  as  before,  be 
of  a  certain  grofihefe  or  magnitude;  for  the  uneqtatUtics' 
which  move  the  fight  muft  have  a  further  dimfenfion  aftd* 
quantity,  than  thoie  which  operate  many'other  effeds. 
Some  few  grains  of  faffron  will  give  a  tindhire  to  a^ 
tunn  of  water,  but  £o  many  grains  of  civet  wiH  give  4": 
perfume  to  a  whole  chancer  of  air.  And  therefore  when 
Dtmfteritqs  (from  whom  Epicurus  did  borrow  it)  held 
that  the*  pofitian  of  the  folid-  portions  was  the  caufe- of 
cplpwsj  yet; in  the  very'  truth  of  this  aflcrtion  hefhouid* 
feave  added,  that-  the  portions  are  required  to  be' of  fome 
magnitude*  iV«d(this  is  one  caufe  why  colours  have  Ihtlfe 
inw^rdj^ef^  and  neceffitudewith  theiiature  and  proprie- 
ties (rf^tibings^thofe  things  refembling in  colour^  which 
othe#wife,  differ  moft,  as  fait  and  fugar-;  and  contrary* 
wife-diffwihg  in  colour,  which  otherwHe  xefcpiHrmoftf; 
as*  the  white  and  blue  violets*   and  the  feverai  veins  of 
?  oneAgatcoc  Marble,  by  reafon  that  other  virtues  qorififf 

ij*  n^ore  fobtile  proportions  then  colours  do ;  and  yerait 
their  virtues  and  natures*  which  require  a  groffer  mag- 
nitude than  colours,  as  well  as  fcents  and  divers  other  re* 
quires  a  more  fubtile ;  for  a&  the  portion  of  a  body  will 
fpye  forth  fceat,  which  is  too  fmall  to  be  feen,  fo  the. 
portion  of  a  body  will  fliew  colours,  which  is  too  fmall 
to  be  endued  with  weight;  and  therefore  one  of  the  pro- 
phets with  great  elegancy  describing  how  all  creatures 
carry  no  proportion  towards  God  the  Creator,   faith; 

"That 
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That  all  the  nations  in  rejpeft  of  him  are  like  the  dujt 
upon  the  ballance,  which  is  a  thing  appeareth,  bat  weigh*- 
cth  not.  But  to  return,  there  refteth  a  further  freeing  of 
this  fixth  direction  >  for  the  clcarnefs  of  a  river  or  ftream 
iheweth  white  at  a  diftance,  and  cryftailine  glafies  de- 
liver the  face  or  any  other  objed  falfifyed  in  whitened 
and  long  beholding  the  fnow,  to  a  weak  eye,  giveth  an 
impreffion  of  azure,  rather  than  of  whitenefs.  So*  as  for 
whitenefs  in  apparition  only,  and  reprefentation,  by  the 
qualifying  of  the  light,  altering  the  intermedium,  or  a£- 
fc&ng  the  eye  it  ielf,  it  reacheth  not  But  you  muil 
free  your  dire&ion  to  the  producing  of  fuch  an  incidence;; 
imprcflion  or  operation,  as  may  caufe  a  precife  and  cfo. 
terminate  paflion  of  the  eye,  a  matter  which  is  modi 
more  eafy  to  induce  than  that  which  we*  have  psrft 
through;  but  yet  becaufe  it  hath  a  full  coherence  both 
with  that  ad  of  radiation  (which  hath  hitherto  been 
conceived  and  termed  fo  improperly  and  tHrtrolyv  by 
fame  an  effluxion  of  fpiritual  fpecies,  and  by  othcr^a* 
inserting  of  the  intermedium*  with  a  motion  which  fktf- 
ceflively  is  conveyed  to  the  eye  y)  and;  with  the  zfit  of 
fence,  wherein  I  fhoold  likewise  open  that  whickl  think 
good,  to  withdraw,  I  will,  omit  Neithtr  do  I  contend^ 
hut  that  this  notion,,  which  I  call  the  freeing  of  a  di* 
region  in  the  received  philofophies,  as  fas  as  a  iwimi- 
Hung  anticipatioa  could  take  hold*-  might  be  perceived 
and  difcenied;  being  noc  much  other  matter,,  than  that 
wJbich  they;  did,  not  only  aim  at  in  the  two  rules  of 
axioms  before  remembred,  but  more  nearly  alfo  than 
that  which,  they  term  the  forni  or  formal  cauft,  or  thtft 
which  ithejc  call  the  roue  diffittttnoe*  both  vrlwdi^BWeN 
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;thelefs  it  Fecmeth  they  propound  rather  as  impoflibilitles 
and  wifhes,  then  as  things  within  the  compafs  of  human 
somprehenfion  ;  for  Plato  cafteth  his  burden,  and  faith, 
Ztbat  be  will  revere  him  as  a  Gvd,  that  can  truly  divide 
+nd<  define ;  which  cannot  be  but  by  true  forms  and  dif- 
ferences, wherein  I  joyn  hands  with  him,  confeffing  as 
-much,  as  yet.afiiiming  to  my  felf  little;  for  if  any  man 
can,  by  the  ftrength  of  his  anticipations,  find  out  forms, 
;I  will  magnify  him  with  the  foremoft.  But  as  any  of 
•them  would  fay,  that  if  divers  things,  which  many  men 
-know  by  inftru£tion  and  obfervation,  another  knew  by 
revelation,  and  without  thofe  means  they  would  take  him 
for  fomewhat  fupernatural  and  divine;  lb  I  do  acknow- 
ledge, that  if  any  man  can  by  anticipations  reach  to  that 
which  a  weak  and  inferior  wit  may  attain  to  by  inter- 
pretation, he  cannot  receive  too  high  a  title.  Nay  I  for 
my  part  do  indeed  admire  to  fee  how  far  fome  of  them 
luve  proceeded  by  their  anticipations;  but  how  ?  it  is  as 
I  wonder  at  fome  blind  men  to  fee  what  fliift  they  make 
without  their  eyefightj  thinking  with  my  felf  that  if  I 
were  blind  I  could  hardly  do  it.  Again,  Arijlotle's  fchool 
confefleth,  That  there  is  no  true  knowledge  but  by  cau- 
ies,  no  true  caufe  but  the  form,  no  true  form  known 
except  one,  which  they  are  pleafcd  to  allow;  and  there- 
fore thus  far  their  evidence  ftandeth  with  us,  that  both 
hitherto  there  hath  been  nothing  but  a  ihadow.of  know- 
ledge, and  that  we  propound  now  that  Which  is  agreed 
to  be  worthieft  to  be  fought,  and  hardeft  to  be  found, 
there  wantcth  now  a  part  very  neceffary,  not  by  way  of 
fupply,  but  by  way  of  caution ;  for  as  it  is  feen  for  the 
-mod  part,  that  the  outward  tokens  and  badge  of  excel- 
lency 
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Icncy  and  perfedtion  arc  more  incident  to  things  mecfly 
counterfeit,  than  to  that  which  is  true,  but  for  a  meaner 
and  bafer  fort;  as  a  Dubline  is  more  like  a  perfed  Ruby 
than  a  Spinel,  and  a  counterfeit  Angel  is  made  more  like 
a  true  Angel,  than  if  it  were  an  Angel  coyned  of  China 
gold.    In  like  manner,  the  direction  carryeth  a  refem- 
blance  of  a  true  dire&ioh  in  verity  and  liberty,- which 
indeed  is  no  dire&ion  at  all.    for  though  youf  dire&tori 
feem  to  be  certain  and  free,  by  pointing  you  to  nature 
that  is  unfeparable  from  the  nature  you  emjuite  up- 
on ;  yet  if  it  do  not  tiarry  you  on  a  degree*  cfr4  rtfitttfe 
nearer  to  a&ibn,  operation  or  light,  to  makS  d^ftroai^ 
it  is  but : Superficial  and counterfeit  j/wht^O^ro^e- 
cure  and  warrant 'what  is  a*truedire<ftion,A  though  that 
general  ncfce  I  have  given  be  perfpicuous  iirh  felf(f&rva 
man  fhall  foon  caft  with  himfelF  whether  he  be  evef  &e 
near  to  effwft  and  operate  or  no,)4or  whedier^e  hSvd 
wdnbut  an  abftradt  or  varied  notion)  y etfbh  tetter  In- 
ftrudlion,   I  will  deliver  thr&  particular  notes  of  cau- 
tion.-   The  firft  is,  that  the  nature  difcoveted  be  moire 
J  Origirikl  than  the  nature  fuppofed,  and  not  more  fecoh- 
dttry}  or  of  the  like  degree  *  as  to  make  a  (tone  brigKf,  or 
to  make  it  fmooth,  it  is  a  good  direftion  to  fay,  make 
it  even  ;   but  to  make  a  ftone  even,    it  is  no  good  dire- 
ction to  fay,  make  it  bright,  or  make  it  fmooth ;  for  the 
rule  is,  that  the  difpofition  of  any  thing  referring  to  the 
ftate  of  it  in  it  felf,  or  the  parts,  is  more  original  than 
that  which   is  relative    or    tranfitive   towards    another 
thing. 

So  evennefs  is  the  difpofition  of  the  ftone  in  it  felf,        * 
but  fmooth  is  to  the  hand  and  bright  to  the  eye,  and  yet 
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nfiverthelefs  they  all  clufter  and  concur ;  and  yet  the  di- 
rection is  more  unperfedt,  if  it  do  appoint  you  to  fuch  a 
relative,  as  is  in  the  fame  kind,  and>not  in  a  diverfe.  for 
in  the  dire&ion,  to  produce  brightnefs  by  fmoothnefs, 
although  properly  it  win  no  degree,  and  will  never 
teach  you  any  new  particulars  before  unknown,  yet  by 
way  of  fuggeftion,  or  bringing  to  mind,  it  may  draw 
your  coiifideration  to  fome  particulars  known  but  not  re- 
membred ;  as  you  fhall  fooner  remember  fome  practical 
means  of  making  fmoothnefs,  than  if  you  had  fixed  your 
confideration  only  upon  brightnefs;  but  if  the  direction 
had  been  to  make  brightnefs,  by  making  reflexion  as 
thus,  make  it  fuch  as  you  may  fee  your  face  in  it;  this 
is  meerly  fecondary,  and  helpeth  neither  by  way  of  in- 
forming, .  nor  by  way  of  fuggefting.  So  if  in  the  enquiry 
of  wbitenefs  you  were  direfted  to  make  fuch  a  colour  as 
fhould  be  fccn  fortheft  in  a  dark  light;  here  you  are  ad- 
vanced nothing  at  all.  for  thefe  kinds  of  natures  are  but 
proprieties,  effects,  circumftances,  concurrences,  or  what 
elfe  you  Will  like  to  call  them,  and  not  radical  and  for- 
mative natures  towards  the  nature  fuppofed.  The  fe- 
cond  caution  is,  that  the  nature  inquired  be  collected  by 
divifion  before  compofition,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly 
by  compofition  fubaltern,  before  you  afcend  to  compofi- 
tion. abfolute,  &c. 
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A  part  of  the  9th  chapter^   immediately  pre-* 
cedent  to  the  Invent  ary  >    and  inducing  the 
fame. 

BUT  yet  ncvcrthelefs  here  I  may  be  miftaken,  by 
reafon  of  fome  which  have  much  in  their  pen  the 
referring  fciences  to  adtion  and  the  ufe  of  man,  which 
mean  quite  another  matter  than  I  do.  for  they  mean  a 
contriving  of  directions,  and  precepts  for  readinefs  of 
j>ra&ife,  which  I  difcommend  not,  fo  it  be  not  occafion 
that  fome  quantity  of  the  fcience  be  loft;  for  elfe  it  will, 
be  fuch  a  piece  of  hu(bandry,  as  to  put  away  a  man- 
nour  lying  fomewhat  fcattered,  to  buy  in  a  clofe  that  ly- 
eth  handfomely  about  a  dwelling.     But  my  intention 
contrarywife  is  to  encreafe  and  multiply  the  revenues  and 
pofleflions  of  man,  and  not  to  trim  up  only,  or  order 
with  conveniency  the  grounds  whereof  he  is  already 
ftated ;  wherefore  the  better  to  make  my  felf  underftood, 
that  I  mean  nothing  lefs  than  words,  and  directly  to  de- 
monftrate  the  point  which  we  are  now  upon,   that  is, 
what  is  the  true  end,   fcope,   or  office  of  knowledge, 
which  I  have  fet  down  to  confift  not  in  any  plaufible, 
delegable,  reverend  or  admired  difcourfe,  or  any  fatis- 
fadtory  arguments,  but  in  effecting  and  working,  and  in 
difcovery  of  particulars  not  revealed  before,  for  the  bet- 
ter indowment  and  help  of  man's  life  \   I  have  thought 
good  to  make,  as  it  were,  a  Kalendar  or  Inventary  of  tjie 
wealth,  furniture,   or  means  of  man,  according  to  "his 
prefent  eftate,  as  far  as  it  is  known  -,  which  I  do  not  to 
{hew  any  univerfality  of  fence  or  knowledge,  and  much 
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kfi  to  make  a  iatyr  of  reprehenfion  in  refpe&  of  wants 
and  errors,  bat  partly  becaufe  cogitations  new  had  need 
of  ibme  grofihefs  and  inculcation  to  make  them  perceived, 
and  chiefly  to  the  end,  that  for  the  time  to  come  (upon 
the  accompt  and  ftate  now  made  and  caft  up)  it  may  ap- 
pear what  encreaie  this  new  manner  of  ufe  and  admini- 
flration  of  the  flock  (if  it  be  once  planted)  (hall  bring 
with  it  hereafter ;  and  for  the  time  prefent  ( in  cafe  I 
lhonld  be  prevented  by  death  to  propound  and  reveal  this 
new  light  as  I  purpofe)  yet  I  may  at  the  leaft  give  fome 
awaking  note,  both  of  the  wants  in  man's  prefent  con- 
dition, and  the  nature  of  the  fupplies  to  be  wifhed; 
though,  for  mine  own  part  neither  do  I  much  build  up- 
on my  prefent  anticipations,  neither  do  I  think  our  felves 
yet  learned  or  wife  enough  to  wifh  reafonably :  for  as  it 
afks  fome  knowledge  to  demand  a  queilion  not  imper- 
tinent j  fo  it  afketh  fome  fence,  to  make  a  wifh  not 
ab&rcL 

The  Inventory,  or  an  enumeration  and  view  of 
inventions  already  difcovered  in  ufe,  together 
with  a  note  of  the  wants,  and  the  nature  of 
the  fupplies,  being  the  ioth  chapter:  and 
this  a  fmall  fragment  thereof,  being  the 
preface  to  the  Inventary. 

TH  E  plained  method,  and  mofl  dire&ly  pertinent 
to  this  intention,  will  be  to  make  diftribution  of 
fciences,  arts,  inventions,  works  and  their  portions,  ac- 
cording to  the  ufe  and  tribute  which  they  yield  and  render 

to 
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to  the  conditions  of  man's  life,  and  under  thofe  feveral 
ufes,  being  as  feveral  offices  of  provifions,  to  charge  and 
tax  what  may  be  reafonably  exadted  or  demanded,  not 
guiding  our  felves  neither  by  the  poverty  of  experiences 
and  probations,  nor  according  to  the  vanity  of  credulous 
imaginations ;  and  then  upon  thofe  charges  and  taxations 
to  diftinguifh  and  prefent,  as  it  were,  in  feveral  columns, 
what  is  extant  and  already  found,  and  what  is  defective 
and  further  to  be  provided.  Of  which  provifions,  becaufe 
in  many  of  them  after  the  manner  of  flothful  and  faulty 
officers  and  accomptants,  it  will  be  returned  (by  way  of 
excufe)  that  no  fuch  are  to  be  had,  it  will  be  fit  to  give 
fome  light  of  the  nature  of  the  fupplies,  whereby  it  will 
evidently  appear,  that  they  are  to  be  compafled  and  pro- 
cured. And  yet  neverthelefs  on  the  other  fide  again,  it 
will  be  as  fit  to  check  and  controul  the  vain  and  void  ak 
Agnations  and  gifts,  whereby  certain  ignorant  extrava- 
gant and  abufing  wits  have  pretended  to  indue  the  ftate 
of  man  with  wonders,  differing  as  much  from  truth  in 
nature,  as  Cafar's  Commentaries  differeth  from  the  a&s 
of  King  Arthur,  or  Huon  of  Bourdeaux  in  (lory,  for  it  is 
true  that  Cafar  did  greater  things  than  thofe  idle  wits  had 
the  audacity  to  fain  their  fuppofed  Worthies  to  have 
done ;  but  he  did  them  not  in  that  monftrous  and  fa- 
bulous manner. 


Of 
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Of  the  internal  and  profound  errors  and  fuper- 
Jlitions  in  the  nature  of  the  mind,  and  of  the 
four  forts  of  Idols  or  fi&ions  which  offer  them- 
/elves  to  the  underflandtng  in  the  inquifition 
of  knowledge  ^  being  the  1 6th  chapter,  and 
this  a  fmall  fragment  thereof,  being  a  pre- 
face to  the  inward  elenches  df  the  mind. 

TH  E  opinion  of  Epicurus^  that  the  Gods  were  of 
humane  fhape,  was  rather  juflly  derided  than  fe- 
rioufly  confuted  by  the  other  fedts,  demanding  whether 
every  kind  of  fenfible  creatures  did  not  think  their  own 
figure  faireft,  as  the  Horfe,  the  Bull,  and  the  like,  which 
found  no  beauty  but  in  their  own  forms,  as  in  appetite 
of  luft  appeared.     And  the  herefy  of  the  Antbropomor- 
pbites  was  ever  cenfured  for  a  grofs  conceit  bred  in  the 
obfcure  cells  of  folitary  Monks  that  never  looked  abroad. 
Again,  the  fable  fo  well  known  of  gjiis  pinxit  leonem, 
doth  fet  forth  well,  that  there  is  an  error  of  pride  and 
partiality,  as  well  as  of  cuftom  and  familiarity.     The 
reflexion  alfo  from  glafles  fo  ufually  refembled  to  the  i- 
magery  of  the  mind,  every  man  knoweth  to  receive  er- 
ror and  variety  both  in  colour,  magnitude  and  fhape, 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  glafs.     But  yet  no  ufe 
hath  been  made  of  thefe  and  many  the  like  obfervations 
to  move  men  to  fearch  out,  and  upon  fearch  to  give  true 
cautions  of  the  native  and  inherent  errors  in  the  mind  of 
man,  which  have  coloured  and  corrupted  all  his  notions 
and  impreilions, 

I  do 
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I  do  find  therefore  in  this  inchanted  glaft  four  Idols* 
or  falfe  appearances  of  feveral  and  diftinft  forts,  every 
fort  comprehending  many  fubdivifions*  the  firft  fort,  I 
call  Idols  of  the  Nation  or  tribe ;  the  fecond,  Idols  of  the 
Palace;  the  third,  Idols  of  the  Cave ;  and  the  fourth,  I- 
dols  of  the  Theatre,  &c. 

Of  the  impediments  of  knowledge ;  being  the 
4th  chapter,  the  preface  only  of  it. 

IN  fome  things  it  is  more  hard  to  attempt  than  to  at- 
chieve ;  which  falleth  out,  when  the  difficulty  is  not 
fo  much  in  the  matter  or  fubjeft,  as  it  is  in  the  croflhefs 
and  indifpofition  of  the  mind  of  man  to  think  of  any 
fuch  thing,  to  will  or  to  refolve  it ;  and  therefore  Ttitut 
Livius  in  his  declamatory  digreffion,  wherein  he  doth 
deprefs  and  extenuate .  the  honour  of  Alex andfr's  con- 
quefls,  faith,  Nihil  aliud  quant  bene  aufus  vana  content- 
nere>  in  which  fort  of  things  it  is  the  manner  of  men 
firft  to  wonder  that  any  fuch  thing  Hiould  be  poffible, 
and  after  it  is  found  out  to  wonder  again:  how  the  world 
fhould  mifs  it  fo  long ;  of  this  nature,  I  take  to  be  the  in- 
vention and  difcovery  of  knowledge,  &c. 

The  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  times* 
and  in  diverfion  ofzuits,  being  the  5  th  chapter, 
a  fmall  fragment  in  the  beginning  of  that 
chapter. 

THE  incounters  of  the  times  have  been  nothing 
favourable  and  profperous  for  the  invention  of 

knowledge,, 
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knowledge,  fo  as  it  is  not  only  the  daintinefs  of  the  feed 
to  take,  and  the  ill  mixture  and  unliking  of  the  ground 
to  nourifh  or  raife  this  plant,  but  the  ill  feafon  alfo  of 
the  weather,  by  which  it  hath  been  cheked  and  blafled. 
Efpecially  in  that  the  feafons  have  been  proper  to  bring 
up  and  fet  forward  other  more  hafty  and  indifferent 
plants,  whereby  this  of  knowledge  hath  been  ftarved  and 
overgrown  ;  for  in  the  defcent  of  times  always  there  hath 
been  fomewhat  dfe  in  reign  and  reputation,  which  hath 
generally  aliened  and  diverted  wits  and  labours  from  that 
employment. 

For  as  for  the  uttermoft  antiquity,  which  is  like 
Fame  that  muffles  her  head,  and  tells  tales,  I  cannot 
prefume  much  of  it,  for  I  would  not  willingly  imitate 
the  manner  of  thofe  that  defcribe  maps,  which  when 
they  come  to  fome  far  countries,  whereof  they  have  no 
knowledge,  fet  down  how  there  be  great  waftes  and  de- 
farts  there:  So  I  am  not  apt  to  affirm  that  they  knew  little, 
becaufe  what  they  knew  is  little  known  to  us.  But  if  you 
will  judge  of  them  by  the  laft  traces  that  remain  to  us, 
you  will  conclude,  though  not  fo  fcornfully  as  AriJiotU 
doth,  that  faith  our  anceftors  were  extreme  grofs,  as  thofe 
that  come  newly  from  being  moulded  out  of  the  clay,  or 
fome  earthly  fubftance,  yet  reafonably  and  probably  thus, 
that  it  was  with  them  in  matter  of  knowledge,  but  as  the 
dawning  or  break  of  day.  for  at  that  time  the  world 
was  altogether  home-bred,  every  nation  looked  little  be- 
yond their  own  confines  or  territories ;  and  the  world 
had  no  through  lights  then ,  as  it  hath  had  fince  by 
commerce  and  navigation,  whereby  there  could  neither 
be  that  contribution  of  wits  one  to  help  another,  nor  that 

variety 
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variety  of  particulars  for  the  correcting  the  cuftomary 
conceits. 

And  as  there  could  be  no  great  colk&ion  of  wits  of 
feveral  parts  or  nations,  fo  neither  could  there  be  any 
fucceffion  of  wits  of  feveral  times,  whereby  orte  might 
refine  the  other,  in  regard  they  had  not  hiftory  to  any 
purpofe.  And  the  manner  of  their  traditions  was  utterly 
unfit  and  improper  for  amplification  of  knowledge.  Add 
again,  the  ftudies  of  thofe  times  you  fiialMkldV  befidfe 
wars  incurfions  and  rapines,  which  wfete  then  almoft 
every  where  betwixt  Hates  adjoyning  (the  tife  oF  TeStgtitt 
and  confederacies  being  not  then  known)  were  to  pojpu- 
late  by  multitude  of  wives  and  generation ,  a  thing'  ait 
this  day  in  the  wafter  part  of  the  Weft  Indies  priheipaHjr 
afiedted ;  and  to  build,  fometimes  fbr  habitation  towrtfc 
and  cities,  fometimes  for  feme  and  memory  monu- 
ments, pyramids,  colofles,  and  the  like.  And  if  theife 
happened  to  rife  up  any  more  civil  wits :  then  would 
he  found  and  eredfc  fome  new  laws,  cuftoms  And  ufages, 
fuch  as  now  of  late  years,  when  the  world  vfas  revd- 
lute  almoft  to  the  like  rudenefs  and  obfeurity,  we  fee 
both  in  our  own  nation  and  abroad  many  examples  of, 
as  well  in  a  number  of  tenures  referred  upon  men's 
lands,  as  in  divers  cuftoms  of  towns  and  mannors,  being 
the  devifes  that  fuch  wits  wrought  upon  in  fuch  times  of 
deep  ignorance,  CSc. 
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The  impediments  of  knowledge  for  want  of  a 
true  Juccejfion  of  wits,  and  that  hitherto  the 
length  of  one  mans  life  hath  been  the  greatefi 
meafure  of  knowledge  ;  being  the  6th  chapter, 
the  whole  chapter. 

IN  arts  mechanical  the  firft  devife  comes  fhorteft,  and 
time  addeth  and  perfe&eth.  But  in  fciences  of  con- 
ceit, the  firft  author  goeth  furtheft,  and  time  leefeth  and 
corrupted*.  Painting,  Artillery,  Sayling,  and  the  like 
grofly  managed  at  firft,  by  time  accommodate  and  refined 
The  philofophies  and  fciences  of  Arijhtle,  Plato,  De- 
mocritus,  Hippocrates,  of  moft  vigour  at  firft,  by  time 
degenerated  and  imbafed.  In  the  former  many  wits  and 
induftrks  contributed  in  one.  In  the  latter  many  mens 
wits  fpent  to  deprave  the  wit  of  one. 

The  error  is  both  in  the  deliverer  and  in  the  receiver, 
he  that  deliyereth  knowledge,  defireth  to  deliver  it  in 
fuch  form  as  may  be  fooneft  believed,  and  not  as  may 
eafilyeft  examined,  he  that  receiveth  knowledge,  de- 
fireth rather  prefent  fatisfa&ion  than  expe&ant  fearch, 
and  fo  rather  not  to  doubt  than  not  to  err.  Glory  ma- 
keth  the  author  not  to  lay  open  his  weaknefs:  and  floth 
maketh  the  difciple  not  to  know  his  ftrength. 

Then  begin  men  to  afpire  to  the  fecond  prizes>  to  be 
a  profound  interpreter  and  commenter,  to  be  a  fharp 
champion  and  defender,  to  be  a  methodical  compounder 
and  abridger.  And  this  is  the  unfortunate  fucceffion  of 
wits  which  the  world  hath  yet  had,  whereby  the  patri- 
mony of  all  knowledge  goeth  not  on  huibanded  or  impro- 
ved,, 
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ved,  but  wafted  and  decayed,    for  knowledge  is  like  a 
water  that  will  never  arife  again  higher  than  the  levell 
from  which  it  fell.  And  therefore  to  go  beyond  Arijiotle 
by  the  light  of  Arijiotle ,    is  to  think  that  a  borrowed 
light  can  encreafe  the  original  light  from  whom  it  is  ta- 
ken. So  then,  no  true  fucceflion  of  wits  having  been  in 
the  world ;  either  we  muft  conclude,  that  knowledge  is 
but  a  tafk  for  one  man's  life,   and  then  vain  was  the 
complaint,  that  Life  is  Jhort,  and  Art  is  long :  or  elfe, 
that  the  knowledge  that  now  is,  is  but  a  flirub ;  and  not 
that  tree  which  is  never  dangerous,  but  where  it  is  to  the 
purpofe  of  knowing  good  and  evil ;    which  defire  ever 
rifeth  upon  an  appetite  to  eled,  and  not  to  obey,  and  fo 
containeth  in  it  a  manifeft  defection. 

7lhat  the  pretended  fuccejfion  of  wits  hath  been 
evil  placed^  for  as  much  as  after  variety  of 
feBs  and  opinions^  the  moft  popular  and  not 
the  true  ft  pr  evade th  and  weareth  out  the  refti 
being  the  7th  chapter,  a  fragment. 

IT  is  fenfible  to  think,  that  when  men  enter  firft  into 
fearch  and  enquiry,  according  to  the  feveral  frames 
and  compofitions  of  their  underftanding,  they  light  upon 
differing  conceipts,  and  fo  all  opinions  and  doubts  are 
beaten  over ;  and  then  men  having  made  a  tafte  of  all, 
wax  weary  of  variety,  and  fo  rejedfc  the  worft,  and 
hold  themfelves  to  the  beft,  either  fome  one  if  it  be  e- 
minent  \  or  fome  two  or  three,  if  they  be  in  fome  e- 
quality ;  which  afterwards  are  received  and  carried  on, 
and  the  reft  extind. 

Iii  2  But 
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But  troth  is  contrary;  and  that  time  is  like  a  river, 
which  carrieth  down  things  which  are  light  and  blown 
up,  and  finketh  and  drowneth  that  which  is  fadde  and 
weighty,  for  howfoever  Governments  have  feveral  forms, 
fometimes  one  governing,  fometimes  few,  ibmetimes  the 
multitude;  yet  the  ftate  of  knowledge  is  ever  a  Demo- 
cratic, and  that  prevailed!  which  is  moft  agreeable  to  the 
fences  and  conceits  of  people.  As  for  example,  there  is 
no  great  doubt,  but  he  that  did  put  the  beginnings  of 
tilings  to  be  folid,  void,  and  motion  to  the  center,  was  in 
better  earneft  than  he  that  put  matter,  form  and  fhift, 
or  he  that  put  the  mind,  motion  and  matter,  for  no  man 
fhall  enter  into  inquifition  of  nature,  but  fliall  pals  by 
that  opinion  of  Democritus;  whereas  he  fhall  never  come 
near  the  other  two  opinions,  but  leave  them  aloof,  for 
the  fchools  and  table-talk*  yet  thofe  of  Arijlotle  and 
Plato,  becaufe  they  be  both  agreeable  to  popular  fenfe> 
and  the  one  was  uttered  with  fubtilty  and  the  fpirit  of 
contradi&ion,  and  the  other  with  a  ftile  of  ornament 
and  majefty,  did  hold  out,  and  the  other  gave  place,  &c. 

Of  the  impediments  of  knowledge ,  in  handling 
it  by  parts,  and  in  flipping  off  particular 
faiences,  from  the  root  and  flock  of  univerfat 
knowledge;  being  the  8th  chapter,  the  whole 
chapter. 

S^ICERQ  the  oratoiv  willing  to  magnify  his  own  pro- 
feflion,  and  thereupon  fpending  many  words  to  main- 
tain that  eloquence  was  not  a  (hop  of  good  words  and 
elegancies*  but  a  treafury  and  receipt  of  all  knowledges, 

fa 
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fo  far  forth  as  may  appertain  to  the  handling  and  mo- 
ving of  the  minds  and  affe&ions  of  men  by  fpecch; 
maketh  great  complaint  of  the  fchool  of  Socrates ;  that 
whereas  before  his  time  the  fame  profeflbrs  of  wifdom 
in  Greece  did  pretend  to  teach  an  univerfal  fapience  and 
knowledge  both  of  matter  and  words*  Socrates  divorced 
them,  and  withdrew  philofophy,  and  left  rhetorick  to 
it  felf,  which  by  that  deftitution  became  but  a  barren 
and  unnoble  fcience.  And  in  particular  fciences  we  ice, 
that  if  men  fall  to  fubdivide  their  labours*  as  to  be  an 
oculift  in  phyfick,  or  to  be  perfect  in  fome  one  title  of 
the  law  or  the  like,  they  may  prove  ready  and  fubtile, 
but  not  deep  or  Aiificient,  no  not  in  that  fubjefl:  which 
they  do  particularly  attend,  becaufe  of  that  confent  which 
it  hath  with  the  reft.  And  it  is  a  matter  of  common 
difcourfe,  of  the  chain  of  fciehces,  how  they  are  linked 
together,  in  fi>  much  as  the  Grecians,  who  had  terms  at 
will,  have  fitted  it  of  a  name  of  Circle  Learning.  Ne- 
verthelefs  I  that  hold  it  for  a  great  impediment  towards 
the  advancement  and  further  invention  of  knowledge, 
that  particular  arts  and  fciences  have  been  difincorporated 
from  general  knowledge,  do  not  underftand  one  and  the 
fame  thing,  which  Cicero's  difcourfe,  and  the  note  and 
conceit  of  the  Grecians  in  their  word  Circle  Learning 
do  intend,  for  I  mean  not  that  ufe  which  one  fcience 
hath  of  another  for  ornament  or  help  in  pradtife,  as  the 
orator  hath  of  knowledge  of  affedtions  for  moving,  or 
as  military  fcience  may  have  ufe  of  geometry  for  fortifi- 
cations ;  but  I  mean  it  dire&ly  of  that  ufe  by  way  of 
fupply  of  light  and  information,  which  the  particulars 
and  inftances  of  one  fcience  do  yield  and  prefent  for  the 
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framing  or  corre&ing  of  the  axioms  of  another  fcience 
in  their  very  truth  and  notion.     And  therefore  that  ex- 
ample of  Oculifts  and  Title  Lawyers  doth  come  nearer 
my  conceit  than  the  other  two ;  for  fciences  diftinguifhed 
have  a  dependance  upon  univerfal  knowledge  to  be  aug- 
mented and  re&ified  by  the  fuperior  light  thereof;  as  well 
as  the  parts  and  members  of  a  fcience  have  upon  the 
maxims  of  the  fame  fcience,  and  the  mutual  iight  and 
confent  which  one  part  receiveth  of  another.  And  there- 
fore the  opinion  of  Copernicus  in  Aftronomy,  which  A- 
ftronomy  it  felf  cannot  corredt,  becaufe  it  is  not  repug- 
nant to  any  of  the  appearances ;  yet  natural  philofophy 
doth  corredt.     On  the  other  fide,  if  fome  of  the  ancient 
philofophers  had  been  perfect  in  the  obfervations  of  A- 
ftronomy,  and  had  called  them  to  councel  when  they 
made  their  principles  and  firft  axioms,  they  would  never 
have  divided  their  philofophy,  as  the  Cofmographers  do 
their  defcriptions  by  globes,  making  one  philofophy  for 
heaven,  and  another  for  under  heaven,  as  in  effect  they 
do. 

So  if  the  moral  philofophers,  that  have  fpent  fuch  an 
infinite  quantity  of  debate  touching  good,  and  the  high- 
eft  good,  had  caft  their  eye  abroad  upon  nature,  and  be- 
held the  appetite  that  is  in  all  things  to  receive  and  to 
give ;  the  one  motion  affedting  prefervation,  and  the  o- 
ther  multiplication ;  which  appetites  are  moil  evidently 
feen  in  living  creatures,  in  the  pleafure  of  noutifhment 
and  generation;  and  in  man  do  make  the  apteft  and 
moft  natural  divifion  of  all  his  defires,  being  either  of 
fenfe  of  pleafure,  or  fenfe  of  power ;  and  in  the  univer- 
fal frame  of  the  world  are  figured,  the  one  in  the  beams 

of 


^Nature.  431 

of  heaven  which  iffue  forth,  and  the  other  in  the  lap  of 
the  earth  which  takes  in.    and  again,   if  they  had  ob- 
ferved  the  motion  of  congruity,  or  fituation  of  the  parts 
in  refpedt  of  the  whole,  evident  in  fo  many  particulars, 
and  laftly,  if  they  had  confidered  the  motion  (familiar 
in  attra&ion  of  things)  to  approach  to  that  which  is 
higher  in  the  fame  kind,    when  by  thefe  obfervations,  (o 
eafy  and  concurring  in  natural  philofophy,  they  fhould 
have  found  out  this  quaternion  of  good,  in  enjoying  or 
fruition,  efFeding  or  operation,  confenting  or  proportion, 
and  approach  or  affumption  5  they  would  have  faved  and 
abridged  much  of  their  long  and  wandring  difcourfes  of 
pleafure,  vcrtue,  duty  and  religion.     So  likewife  in  this 
fame  Logick  and  Rhetorick,  or  afts  of  argument  and 
grace  of  fpeech,  if  the  great  mafters  of  them  would  but 
have  gone  a  form  lower,  and  looked  but  into  the  obfer- 
vations of  Grammar  concerning  the  kinds  of  words, 
their  derivations,  deflexions  and  fyntax,  fpecially  inrich- 
ing  the  fame,  with  the  helpes  of  feveral  languages,  with 
their  differing  proprieties  of  words,  phrafes  and  tropes, 
they  might  have  found  out  more  and  better  footfteps  of 
common  reafon,  help  of  difputation,  and  advantages  of 
cavillation,  than  many  of  thefe  which  they  have  pro- 
pounded.    So  again,  a  man  fhould  be  thought  to  dally, 
if  he  did  note  how  the  figures  of  Rhetorick  and  Mufick, 
are  many  of  them  the  fame.     The  repetitions  and  tra- 
ductions in  fpeech,   and  the  reports  and  hauntings  of 
founds  in  mufick,  are  the  very  fame  things.     Plutarch 
hath  almoft  made  a  book  of  the  Lacedemonian  kind  of 
jefting,  which  joyned  ever  pleafure  with  diftafte.     Sir 
(faith  a  man  of  art  to  Philip  King  of  Macedon>  when 
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he  controlled  him  in  his  faculty)  God  forbid  your  for* 
tunc  Jhould  be  fuch  as  to  know  thefe  things  better  than  L 
In  taxing  his  ignorance  in  his  art,    he  reprefented   to 
him  the  perpetual  greatnefs  of  his  fortune,    leaving 
him  no  vacant  time  for  fomean  a  {kill.     Now  inMu- 
fick  it  is  one  of  the  ordinarieft  flowers  to  fall  from  a 
difcord,  or  hard  tune,  upon  a  fweet  accord.     The  figure 
that  Cicero  and  the  reft  commend,  as  one  of  the  beft 
points  of  elegancy,  which  is  the  fine  checking  of  ex- 
pectation, is  no  lefs  well  known  to  the  Muficians,  when 
they  have  a  fpecial  grace  in  flying  the  clofe  or  cadence. 
And  thefe  are  no  allufions  but  dire&  communities,  the 
fame  delights  of  the  mind  being  to  be  found  not  only  in 
Mufick,   Rhetorick,    but  in  moral  philo{bphyt  policy 
and  other  knowledges,  $nd  that  obfcure  in  the  one,  which 
is  more  apparent  in  the  other,  yea  and  that  difcovered 
in  the  one,  which  is  not  fopnd  at  all  in  the  other,  and 
fo  one  fcience  greatly  aiding  to  the  invention  and  aug- 
mentation of  another.     And  therefore,  without  this  in- 
terconrfe,    the  axioms  of  fciences  will  fall  out  tp  be 
neither  fi*U  nor  true ;  but  will  be  fiich  opinions,  as  Ari- 
jiotle  in  fome  places  doth  wifely  cenfurex  when  he  faith, 
^thefe  are  the  opinions  of  perfons  that  have  refpeEt  but  to 
a  few  things.    So  thqn  we  fee,  that  this  note  leadeth  us 
to  an  adminiftration  of  knowledge  in  fome  fuch  order 
and  policy,  aa  the  King  of  Spain,  in  regard  of  his  great 
dominions,  ufeth  in  ftate:  who  though  he  hath,  particu- 
lar councils,  for  feveral  countries  and  affairs,  yet  hath  one 
council  of  ftate,  or  laft  refort,  that  receiveth  the  adver- 
tifements  and  certificates  from  all  the  reft,   hitherto  of 
the  diverfion,  fucceflion  and  conference  of  wits. 

That 
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That  the  end  andfcope  of  knowledge  hath  been 
generally  miftaken,  and  that  men  were  never 
well  advifed  what  it  was  they  fought ;  being 
the  9th  chapter,  whereof  a  fragment  (which 
is  the  end  of  the  fame  chapter)  is  before. 

IT  appearcth  then  how  rarely  the  wits  and  labours  of 
men  have  been  converted  to  the  fevere  and  original 
inquilition  of  knowledge  -,  and  in  thofe  who  have  pre- 
tended, what  hurt  hath  been  done  by  the  affe&ation  of 
profefibrs,  and  the  diftra&ion  of  fuch  as  were  no  profef- 
fors  -,  and  how  there  was  never  in  effeft  any  conjunction 
or  combination  of  wits  in  the  firfl  and  inducing  fearch, 
but  that  every  man  wrought  apart,   and  would  either 
have  his  own  way,  or  elfe  would  go  no  further  than  his 
guide,  having  in  the  one  cafe  the  honour  of  a  firft,  and 
in  the  other  the  eafe  of  a  fecond ;  and  laftly,   how  in 
the  defcent  and  continuance  of  wits  and  labours,  the  flic- 
ceflion  hath  been  in  the  mod  popular  and  weak  opi- 
nions, like  unto  the  weakeft  natures,  which  many  times 
have  moft  children ;  and  in  them  alfo  the  condition  of 
fucceflion  hath  been  rather  to  defend  and  to  adorn  than 
to  add  \   and  if  to  add,  yet  that  addition  to  be  rather  a 
refining  of  a  part  than  an  encreafe  of  the  whole.     But 
the  impediments  of  time  and  accidents,  though  they  have 
wrought  a  general  indifpofition,  yet  are  they  not  fo  pe- 
remptory and  binding,  as  the  internal  impediments  and 
clouds  in  the  mind  and  fpirk  of  man,  whereof  it  now 
followeth  to  fpeak. 
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The  Scripture,  fpeaking  of  the  worft  fort  of  error, 
faith,  Err  are  fecit  eos  in  invio  &  non  in  via.  for  a  man 
may  wander  in  the  way,  by  rounding  up  and  down; 
but  if  men  have  failed  in  their  very  dirediion  and  addrefs, 
that  error  will  never  by  good  fortune  correct  it  felf.  Now 
it  hath  fared  with  men  in  their  contemplations,  as  Seneca 
faith  it  fareth  with  them  in  their  adtions,  De  partibus 
vita  qui/que  deliberate  de  fumma  nemo.  A  courfe  very 
ordinary  with  men  who  receive  for  the  raoft  part  thefr 
final  ends  from  the  inclination  of  their  nature,  or  from 
common  example  and  opinion,  never  queflioning  or  exa- 
mining them,  nor  reducing  them  to  any  clear  certainty; 
and  ufe  only  to  call  themfelves  to  accompt  and  delibera- 
tion touching  the  means  and  fecond  ends,  and  thereby 
fet  themfelves  in  the  right  way  to  the  wrong  place.  So 
likewife  upon  the  natural  curiofity  and  defire  to  know, 
they  have  put  themfelves  in  way  without  forefight  or 
confideration  of  their  journeys  end. 

For  I  find  that  even  thofe  that  have  fought  knowledge 
for  it  felf,  and  not  for  benefit,  or  oftentation,  or  any 
practical  inablement  in  the  courfe  of  their  life,  have  n&- 
verthelefs  propounded  to  themfelves  a  wrong  mark,, 
namely  fatisfadtion  (which  men  call  truth)  and  not  ope- 
ration, for  as  in  the  courts  and  fervices  of  princes  and 
lfetes,  it  is  a  much  eafier  matter  to  give  fatisfadtion  than 
to  do  the  bufinefs ;  fo  in  the  inquiring  of  caufes  and  rea- 
fons  it  is  much  eafier  to  find  out  fuch  caufes  as  will  fa- 
tisfy  the  mind  of  man  and  quiet  objedtions,  than  fuch 
caufes  as  will  diredt  him  and  give  him  light  to  new  ex- 
periences and  inventions.  And  this  did  Celfus  note  wife- 
ly and  truly,  how  that  the  caufes  which  are  in  ufe,  and 
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whereof  the  knowledges  now  received  do  confift,  were  in 
time  minors  and  fubfequents  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
particulars  out  of  which  they  were  induced  and  colle&ed; 
and  that  it  was  not  the  light  of  thofe  caufes  which  difco- 
vered  particulars,  but  only  the  particulars  being  4itk 
found,  men  did  fall  on  gloffing  and  difcourfing  of  the 
caufes;  which  is  the  reafon,  why  the  learning  that  novlr 
is  hath  the  curfe  of  barrennefs,  and  is  courtefan  like  for 
pleafure,  and  not  for  fruit.  Nay,  to  compare  it  rightly, 
the  ftrange  fi&ion  of  the  poets  of  the  transformation  of 
Scylla,  feemeth  to  be  a  lively  emblem  of  this  philofophy 
and  knowledge.  A  fair  woman  upward  in  the  parts  of 
{how,  but  when  you  come  to  the  parts  of  ufe  aftd  ^ae- 
ration, barking  mortfters,  for  no  better  are  the  endMr 
diftorted  queftions,  which  ever  have  been,  and  of  necef. 
fity  muft  be,  the  end  and  womb  of  filch  knowledge. 

Here  followeth  an  abridgment  of  divers  chapters 
of  the  firjl  book  of  the  Interpretation  of  Na- 
ture. 

Chap.  XII. 

THAT  in  deciding  and  determining  of  the  truth  of 
knowledge,  men  have  put  themfelves  upon  tryals 
not  competent.  That  antiquity  and  authority,  common 
and  confefled  notions,  the  natural  and  yielding  confent  of 
the  mind,  the  harmony  and  coherence  of  a  knovr!edgfc 
in  it  felf,  the  eftabiifliing  of  principles  with  the  foucfi 
and  reduction  of  other  propositions  unto  them,  indu- 
ctions without  inftances  contradiftory,  and  the  report  of 
the  fenfes,  are  none  of  them  abfokte  and  infallible  evi- 
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dence  of  truth;  and  bring  no  fecurity  fufficicnt  lor  ef- 
fe&s  and  operations.    That  the  difcovery  of  new  works 
or  a&ive  diredions  not  known  before,  is  the  only  tryal 
to  be  accepted  of;   and  yet  not  that  neither,   in  cafe 
where  one  particular  giveth  light  to  another ;  but  where 
particulars  induce  an  axiom  or  ohfervation,  which  axiom 
found  out,   difcovereth  and  defigncthnew  particulars* 
That  the  nature  of  this  tryal  is  not  only  upon  die  point, 
whether  the  knowledge  be  profitable  or  no,  but  even  up- 
on the  point,  whether  the  knowledge  be  true  or  no.  not 
becaufe  you  may  always  conclude,  that  the  axiom  which 
difcovereth  new  inftances  is  true ;  but  contrarywife  you 
may  fafely  conclude,  that  if  it  difcover  not  any  new  in* 
fiance,  it  is  vain  and  untrue.     That  by  new  inftances  are 
not  always  to  be  underftood  new  Recipes,  but  new  affigna-r 
tions ;  and  of  the  diverfity  between  thefe  two.    That  the 
fubtilty  of  words,  arguments,  notions,  yea  of  the  fenfes 
themfelves,  is  but  rude  and  grofs  in  comparifon  of  the 
fubtilty  of  things.   And  of  the  flothfiil  and  flattering  opi- 
nions of  thofe  which  pretend  to  honour  the  mind  of  |Hai\ 
in  withdrawing  and  abftra&ing  it  from  particulars;  and 
of  the  inducements  and  motives  whereupon  fiich  opinions 
have  been  conceyved  and  received.         '  •»■  • 

Chap.   XIII. 

OF  the  error  in  propounding,  chiefly  the  iearch  of 
caufes  and  productions  of  things  concreate,  which 
are  infinite  and  tranfitory ;  and  not  of  abftrad  natures* 
which  are  few  and  permanent.  That  thefe  natures  are  as 
the  alphabet  or  fimple  letters,   whereof  the  variety  of 
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things  coniiiteth;  or  as  the  colours  mingled  in  the  pain- 
ter's £hell,  wherewith  he  is  able  to  make  infinite  variety 
of  faces  or  fhapes.  An  enumeration  of  them  according  to 
popular  note.    That  at  the  firft  one  would  conceive  that 
in  the  fchools  by  natural  philofophy  were  meant  the 
knowledge  of  the  efficients  of  things  concreate;  and  by 
Metaphyfick  the  knowledge  of  the  forms  of  natures  Am- 
ple; which  is  a  good  and  fitdivifion  of  knowledge:*  but 
upon  examination  there  is  no  fuch  matter  by  them  in- 
tended.   That  the  little  enquiry  into  the  production  of 
fimple  natures,  (heweth  well  that  works  were  not  fought; 
becaufc  by  the  former  knowledge  fomfc  fmalL  and  fuper- 
ficial  deflexions  from  the  ordinary  generations  and  pro- 
ductions may  be  found,  out,  but  the  difcovery  of  all  pro- 
found  and  radical  alteration  muft  arife  out  of  the  latter- 
knowledge.. 

Chap.    XIV.. 

OF  the  error  in  propounding  the  fearch  of  the  ma- 
terials, or  dead  beginnings  or  principles  of  things, 
and  not  the  nature  of  motions,,  inclinations  and  applica- 
tions. That  the  whole  fcope  of  the  former  fearch  is  im- 
pertinent and  vain ;  both  becaufe  there  are  no  fuch  be- 
ginnings, and  if  there  were  they  could  not  be  known. 
That  the  latter  manner  of  fearch  (which  is  all)  they  pafs 
over  compendioufly  and  (lightly  As  a  bye  matter.  That 
the  feveral  conceits  in  that  kind  j  as  that  the  lively  and 
moving  beginnings  of  things  fhould  be  fhift  or  appetite 
of  matter  to  privation ;  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  working 
in  matter  according  to  platform ;  the  proceeding  or  fructi- 
fying. 
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fying  of  diftindi  kinds  according  to  their  proprieties; 
the  intercourfe  of  the  elements  by  mediation  of  their 
common  qualities ;  the  appetite  of  like  portions  to  unite 
themfelves ;  amity  and  difcord,  or  fympathy  and  antipa- 
thy ;  motion  to  the  centre,  with  motion  of  ftripc  or  prefs.; 
the  cafual  agitation,  aggregation,  and  efiays  of  the  folid 
portions  in  the  void  fpace;  motion  of  fhuttings  and  o- 
penings,  are  all  mere  nugations.  And  that  the  calculating 
and  ordination  of  the  true  degrees,  moments,  limits  and 
laws  of  motions  and  alterations  (by  means  whereof  all 
works  and  efFedts  are  produced)  is  a  matter  of  a  far  other 
nature,  than  to  confift  in  fuch  eafy  and  wild  generalities. 

Chap.    XV. 

OF  the  great  error  of  inquiring  knowledge  in  anti- 
cipations. That  I  call  anticipations ;  the  voluntary 
collections  that  the  mind  maketh  of  knowledge,  which 
is  every  man's  reafon.  That  though  this  be  a  folemn 
thing,  and  ferves  die  turn  to  negotiate  between  man  and 
man  (becaufe  of  the  conformity  and  participation  of 
men's  minds  in  the  like  errors)  yet  towards  enqmry  of 
the  truth  of  things  and  works,  it  is  of  no  value.  Thit 
civil  rdfpedts  are  a  lett  that  this  pretended  reafon  fhouJd 
not  be  ft)  contemptibly  fpoken  of,  as  were  fit  and  medi- 
cinable,  in  regard  that  hath  been  too  much  exalted  and 
glorified,  to  the  infinite  detriment  of  man's  eftate.  Of 
the  nature  of  words,  and  their  facility  and  aptnefs  to 
cover  and  grace  the  defedts  of  anticipations.  That  it  is 
no  marvail  if  thefe  anticipations  have  brought  forth  fuch 
diverfity  and  repugnance  in  opinions,  theories  or  philo- 
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fophies,  as  fo  many  fable  of  feveral  arguments.  That 
had  not  the  nature  of  civil  cuftoms  and  government  been 
in  moft  times  fomewhat  adverfe  to  fuch  innovations, 
though  contemplative,  there  might  have  been,  and  would 
have  been  many  more.  That  the  fecond  fchool  of  the 
Academiques  and  the  fe&  of  Pyrrbo,  or  the  Confiderers, 
that  denied  comprehenfion  as  to  the  difabling  of  man's 
knowledge  (entertained  in  anticipations)  is  well  to  be 
allowed:  but  that  they  ought,  when  they  had  overthrown 
and  purged  the  floor  of  the  ruins,  to  have  fought  to 
build  better  in  place.  And  more  efpecially  that  they  did 
unjuftly  and  prejudicially,  to  charge  the  deceipt  upon  the 
report  of  the  fenfes,  which  admitteth  very  fparing  re- 
medy; being  indeed  to  have  been  charged  upon  the  anti- 
cipations of  the  mind,  which  admitteth  a  perfect  reme- 
dy. That  the  information  of  the  fenfes  is  fuflicient,  not 
becaufe  they  err  not,  but  becaufe  the  ufe  of  the  fence  in 
difcovering  of  knowledge  is  for  the  moft  part  not  imme- 
diate. So  that  it  is  the  work,  effed:  or  inftance,  that  tri- 
eth  the  axiom,  and  the  fence  doth  but  try  the  work 
done  or  not  done,  being  or  not  being.  That  the  mind 
of  man  in  collecting  knowledge  needeth  great  variety  of* 
helps,  as  well  as  the  hand  of  man  in  manual  and  me- 
chanical practices  needeth  great  variety  of  inftruments. 
And  that  it  were  a  poor  work,  that  if  inftruments  were 
removed,  men  would  overcome  with  their  naked  hands. 
And  of  the  diftindt  points  of  want  and  infufficiency  in, 
the  mind  of  man. 


Chap. 


44°  Of  the  Interpretation 

Chap.    XVI. 

THAT  the  mind  of  a  man,  as  it  is  not  a  vcflcl  of 
that  content  or  receipt  to  comprehend  knowledge 
without  helps  and  fupplies;  fo  again  it  is  not  fincere,  but 
of  an  ill  and  corrupt  tin&ure.  Of  the  inherent  and  pro- 
found errors  and  fuperftitions  in  the  nature  of  the  mind, 
and  of  the  four  forts  of  idols  or  falfe  appearances  that  of- 
fer themfelves  to  the  underftandirig  in  the  inquifition  of 
knowledge :  that  is  to  fay,  the  Idols  of  the  Tribe,  the 
Idols  of  the  Pallace,  the  Idols  of  the  Cave,  and  the  Idols 
of  the  Theatre.  That  thefe  four,  added  to  the  incapacity 
of  the  mind,  and  the  vanity  and  malignity  of  the  af- 
fe&ions,  leave  nothing  but  impotency  and  confufion.  A 
recital  of  the  particular  kinds  of  thefe  four  idols,  with 
fome  chofen  examples  of  the  opinions  they  have  begot, 
fuch  of  them  as  have  fupplanted  the  ftate  of  knowledge 
moil. 

Chap.   XVII. 

OF  the  errors  of  fuch  as  have  defcended  and  applied 
themfelves  to  experience,  and  attempted  to  induce 
knowledge  upon  particulars.  That  they  have  not  had 
the  refolution  and  ftrength  of  mind  to  free  themfelves 
wholly  from  anticipations,  but  have  made  a  confufion 
and  intermixture  of  anticipations  and  obfervations,  and 
fo  vanifhed.  That  if  any  have  had  the  ftrength  of  mind 
generally  to  purge  away  and  difcharge  all  anticipations; 
they  have  not  had  that  greater  and  double  ftrength  and 
patience  of  mind,  as  well  to  repel  new  anticipations  af- 
ter 
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ter  the  view  and  fearch  of  particulars,  as  to  rejedt  old 
which  were  in  their  mind  before ;  but  have  from  parti- 
culars and  hiftory  flown  up  to  principles  without  the 
mean  degrees,  and  fo  framed  all  the  middle  generalities 
or  axioms,  not  by  way  of  fcale  or  afcenfion  from  particu- 
lars,, but  by  way  of  derivation  from  principles,  whence 
hath  iflued  the  infinite  chaos  of  Shadows  and  moths, 
wherewith  both  bodes  and  minds  liave  been  hitherto,  and 
may  be  jet  hereafter  much  more  peftered.  That  in  the 
-courfe  of  thofe  derivations  to  make  them  yet  the  more 
unprofitable  they  have  nfed,  when  any  light  of  new  in- 
fiance  qppdfite  to  any  aflertion  appeared,  rather  to  rer- 
'Conctle  the  inftance,  than  to  amend  the  rule.  That  if 
any  have  had,  or  fhaM  have  the  power  and  refolution  to 
ibrtify  and  inclofe  his  mind  againft  all  anticipations,  yet 
if  he  have  not  been  or  (hall  not  be  cautioned  by  the  full 
tmderftanding  of  the  nature  of  the  mind  and  spirit  of 
man,  and  therein  of  the  fiates,  poors  and  pafTages  iboth 
of  knowledge  and  error,  he  hath  not  been  nor  fhall  not 
rbe  poffiWy  able  to  guide  or  keep  on  his  courfe  aright 
That  thofe  that  [have  been  converfant  in  experience  and 
obfcrvation  have  ufed,when  they  have  intended  to  difeover 
the  caufe  of  any  effeft,  to  fix  their  coniideration  narrow- 
ly and  exa&ly  upon  that  effe<fl  it  felf,  with  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  thereof,  and  to  vary  the  trial  thereof  as  many 
ways  as  can  be  devifed;  which  courfe  amounteth  but  to 
a  tedious  curiofity,  and  ever  breaketh -off  in  wondring 
and  not  in  knowing.  And  that  they  have  not  ufed  to  en- 
large their  obfcrvation  to  match  and  fort  that  effedl  with 
inftances  of  a  diverfe  fubjeft,  which  muft  of  neceflity  be 
before  any  caufe  be  found  out.    That  they  have  pafled 
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over  the  obfervation  of  inftances  vulgar  and  ignoble,  and 
flayed  their  attention  chiefly  upon  infiances  of  mark ; 
whereas  the  other  fort  are  for  the  moft  part  more  figni- 
ficant,  and  of  better  light  and  information.     That  every 
particular  that  worketh  any  effefit,  is  a  thing  compounded 
(more  or  lefs)  of  diverfe  Angle  natures  (more  mani|eft 
and  more  obfeure)  and  that  it  appeareth  not  to  whether 
of  the  natures  the  efFedt  is  to  be  afcribedj  and  yet  not- 
withflanding  they  have  taken  a  courfe  without  breaking 
particulars,  and  reducing  them  by  cxclufions  and  inclu^ 
fions  to  a  definite  point,  to  conclude  upon  inductions  in 
grofs,  which  empirical  courfe  is  no  lefs  vain  than  the 
fcholaflical.     That  all  fuch  as  have  fought  a&ion  and 
work  out  of  their  enquiry,  have  been  hafty  and  prefling 
to  difcover  fome  pra&ices  for  prefent  ufe,  and  not  to  dis- 
cover axioms,  joining  with  them  the  new  aflignations  as 
their  fureties.  That  the  forerunning  of  the  mind  to  frame 
recipes  upon  axioms  at  the  entrance,  is  like  Atalantas 
golden  ball  that  hindereth  and  interrupted  the  courfe ; 
and  is  to  be  inhibited  till  you  have  afcended  to  a  certain 
flage  and  degree  of  generalities ;  which  forbearance  wHl 
be  liberally  recompenced  in  the  end:    And  that  chance 
difcovereth  new  inventions  by  one  and  one,  but  fcience 
by  knots  and  clufters.     That  they  have  not  collected  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  particulars,  nor  them  in  fufficient  cer- 
tainty and  fubtilty,  nor  of  all  feveral  kinds,  nor  with  thofe 
advantages  and  difcretions  in  the  entry  and  forting  which 
are  requifite,  and  of  the  weak  manner  of  colleding  na- 
tural hiftory,  which  hath  been  ufed.    Laftlyv  that  they 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  formulary  of  interpretation, 
the  work  whereof  is  to  abridge  experience,  and  to  make 
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things  as  ccrtainlie  found  out  by  axiom  in  fhort  time, 
as  by  infinite  experiences  in  ages. 

Chap.   XVIII. 

THAT  the  cautels  and  devifes  put  in  pradtife  in  the 
delivery  of  knowledge  for  the  covering  and  pal- 
liating of  ignorance,  and  the  gracing  and  over-valuing  of 
that  they  utter,  are  without  number;  but  none  more  bold 
and  more  hurtful  than  two:  the  one,  that  men  have  ufed 
of  a  few  obfervations  upon  any  fubjedt,  to  make  a  folemn 
and  formal  art,  by  filling  it  up  with  difcourfe,  accom- 
modating it  with  fome  circumstances  and  directions  to 
pradtife,   and  digefting  it  into  method,  whereby  men 
grow  fatisfied  and  fecure,  as  if  no  more  enquiry  were  to 
be  made  of  that  matter;  the  other,  that  men  have  ufed  to 
difcharge  ignorance  with  credit,  in  defining  all  thofe  ef- 
fects which  they  cannot  attain  unto  to  be  out  of  the 
compafs  of  art  and  human  endeavour.    That  the  very 
ftiles  and  forms  of  utterance  are  fo  many  charadters  of 
impofture,  fome  chufing  a  ftyle  of  pugnacity  and  con- 
tention, fome  of  fatyr  and  reprehenfion,  fome  of  plaufi- 
ble  and  tempting  fimilitudes  and  examples,  fome  of  great 
words  and  high  difcourfe,  fome  of  fliort  and  dark  fen- 
tences,  fome  of  cxa&nefs  of  method,  all  of  pofitive  affir- 
mation ;   without  difclofing  the  true  motives  and  proofs 
of  their  opinions,  or  free  confeffing  their  ignorance  or 
doubts,  except  it  be  now  and  then  for  a  grace  and  in 
cunning  to  win  the  more  credit  in  the  reft,  and  not  in 
good  faith.     That  although  men  be  free  from  thefe  er- 
rors and  incumbrances  in  the  will  and  affcdion,  yet  it  is 
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not  a  thing  fo  eafy  as  is  conceived,  to  convey  the  conceit? 
of  one  man's  mind  into  the  mind  of  another,  without" 
lofs  or  miftaking,.  fpecially  in  notions  new  and  differing: 
from  thofe  that  are  received.     That  never  any  knowledge* 
was  delivered  in  the  fame  order  it  was  invented,  no  not' 
in  the  mathematicks,  though  it  fhould  icem  otherwise,, 
in  regard  that  the  proportions  placed  laii  do  ufe  the  pro- 
portions  or  grants  placed  firft  for  their  proof  and  demon- 
ftration,  that  there  are  forms  and  methods  of  tradition* 
wholly  diftinfi  and  differing,    according  to  their  ends* 
.  wheneto  they  are  directed.    That  there  are  two  ends  o£. 
tradition  of  knowledge,  the  one  to  teach  andin&rodb  for~ 
ufe  and  pra&ice, .  the  other  to  impart  or  intimate  for  re- 
examination and  prcgrefllon.     That  the  former  of  thefe: 
ends  requireth  a  method  not  the  fame,  whereby  it  was  * 
invented  and  induced,,  but  iiich  as  is  moft  compendious 
and  ready,  whereby  it  may  be  ufed  and  applyecL     That- 
the  latter  of  the  ends,  which  is^  where  a  knowledge  is  de- 
livered to  be  continued  and  fpun  x>n  by  a  fucceflion  of 
labours,  requireth  a  method  whereby  it  may  be  teanlpDi 
fed  to  another  in  the  &me4fcanner  as  it  was  collected,  to 
the  end  it  may  bedifcerned  both  where  die  work  is  weak^ 
and  where  it  breaketh  off.     That  this  latter  method  is 
not  only  unfit  for  the  former  end,  but  alio  impoffibk. 
for  all  knowledge  gathered  and  infinuated  by  anticipa- 
tions, becaufe  the  mind  working  inwardly  of  it  felf,  no 
TOan  can  give  a  juft  account  how  he  came  to  that  know- 
ledge which  he  hath  received,   and  that  therefore  this 
method  is  ^peculiar  for  knowledge  gathered  by  interpreta- 
tion.   That  die  difcretion  antiently  obferved,  though  by 
the  prefident  of  many  vain  perfons  and  deceivers  dis- 
graced 
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graced,  of  publishing  part  and  referving  part  to  a  private 
fuoceflion,  and  of  publi&ing  in  a  n>aqner  whereby  it 
(hall  not  be  to  the  capacity  nor  tafte  of  all,  but  (hall  as 
it  were  fingle  and  adopt  his  reader,  is  nqt  to  be  laid  a- 
fide,  both  for  the  avoiding  of  abu&  in  the  excluded,  and 
the  ftrengtjiening .  of  affe&ion  in  the  admitfled.  That 
there  are  other  virtues  of  tradition,  as  that  there  he  no 
eccafion  given  to  err^r,  and  that  it  carry  a  vigour  to 
ippt  and  fpread  agW>A  the  vanity  of  wits  and  wjqrie? 
(if  tipne,  all  which,  if  they  were  ever  due  to  any  koow? 
folge  delivered,  or  if  they  were  nevgr  due  to  any  hwnaa 
knowledge  heretofore  dejiyefed,  y#  a^e  w>w  due  to  the 
Iwewkdge  proppu»ded. 

Chap.   XIX. 

OF  the  unp^diment^  wh^h  hjkye  been  inthe  jaffc- 
<5tions,  the  principal  whereof  hftth  hew  dcfpair 
pr  diffidence,  and  the  ftrong  ^pprehenfion  of  &e  d#fi? 
jdttljfcy  Abfcuwty  and  infuvtenefe  wl^ch  telongcfch  to  Ah* 
ipveut&on  of  JuiowJ^dge,  and  that  men  fefiye  not  knmwi' 
their  owjd  ilrength ;  and  cha.t  the  (uppojfed  difficulties  aodv 
vaftnefs  of  the  work  i?  rather  An  (hew  ^nd  aijiftsr,  tjhap 
in  jtate  ox  fubftance,  whese  the  true  way  is  .taken.  That 
jhjfi  diffidence  hath  moved  and  ca^fed  <bn\e  never  tp  ,ca- 
tw  intp  iearch,  and  others,  when  ,tfiey  haye  .been  ea- 
tred»  ieither  to  give,pver,  Qr  to  £ejc  p  «jo*£  ,«Hflpeadious 
Cpurfc  than  can  iland  with  ^the  :n»tiu£  of  ti^e  fearcb. 
Jhat  of  thofe  jhat  have  refuted  and  prejudged.enquiry, 
•the  mpr.e .^qber  and  grave  fort  of  wits  have  depended  up- 
op, authors  and  traditions,  aud.the  qtf>re  .vain  and, credu- 
lous 
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lous  reforted  to  revelation  and  intelligence  with  fpirits 
and  higher  natures.     That  of  thofe  that  have  entred  in- 
to fearch,  fome  having  fallen  upon  fome  conceipts,  which 
they  after  confider  to  be  the  fame  which  they  have  found 
in  former  authors,  have  fuddenly  taken  a  perliialion  that 
a  man  (hall  (but  with  much  labour)  incur  and  light  up- 
on the  fame  inventions  which  he  might  with  eafe  re- 
ceive from  others,  and  that  it  is  but  a  vanity  and  felf- 
pleafing  of  the  wit  to  go  about  again,  as  one  that  would 
rather  have  a  flower  of  his  own  gathering,  than  much 
better  gathered  to  his  hand.     That  the  fame  humour  of 
fioth  and  diffidence  fuggefteth,  that  a  man  (hall  but  re- 
vive fome  ancient  opinion  which  was  long  ago  pro^ 
pounded,  examined  and  rejected.     And  that  it  is  eafy  to 
err  in  conceipt,  that  a  man's  obfervation  or  notion  is  the 
fame  with  a  former  opinion,  both  becaufc  new  conceipts 
mull  of  neceffity  be  uttered  in  old  words,  and  becaufc 
upon  true  and  erroneous  grounds  men  may  meet  in  con- 
sequence or  condufion,   as  feveral  lines  or  circles  that 
-cut  in  fome  one  point.     That  the  greateft  part  of  thole 
that  have  defcended  into  fearch,   have  chofen  for  the 
.moll  artificial  and  compendious  courfe,  to  induce  princi- 
ples out  of  particulars,  and  to  reduce  all  other  propofi- 
tions  unto  principles,  and  fo  inllead  of  the  nearell  way, 
have  been  led  to  no  way,   or  a  meer  labyrinth.     That 
the  two  contemplative  ways  have  fome  refemblance  with 
the  old  parable  of  the  two  moral  ways,  the  one  begin- 
ning with  incertainty  and  difficulty,  and  ending  in  plain- 
nefs  and  certainty ;   and  the  other  beginning  with  Ihew 
of  plainnefs  and  certainty,  and  ending  in  difficulty  and 
incertainty.     Of  the  great  and  manifell  error  and  untrue 
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conceipt  or  eftimation  of  the  infinitenefs  of  particulars, 
whereas  indeed  all  prolixity  is  in  difcourfe  and  deriva- 
tions: and  of  the  infinite  and  moft  laborious  expence  of 
wit  that  hath  been  employed  upon  toys  and  matters  of 
no  fruit  or  value.    That  although  the  period  of  ore  age 
cannot  advance  men  to  the  furtheft  point  of  interpreta- 
tion of  nature  (except  the  work  fhould  be  undertaken 
with  greater  helps  than  can  be  expected)  yet  it  cannot 
fail  in  much  lefs  fpace  of  time  to  make  return  of  many 
lingular  commodities  towards  the  ftate  and  occafions  of 
man's  life.    That  there  is  lefs  reafon  of  diftruft  in  the 
courfe  of  interpretation  now  propounded,  than  in  any 
knowledge  formerly  delivered,  becaufe  this  courfe  doth 
in  fort  equal  mens  wits,  and  leaveth  no  great  advantage 
or  preheminence  to  the  perfect  and  excellent  motions  of 
the  fpirit.    That  to  draw  a  ftreight  line,  or  to  make  a 
circle  perfect  round  by  aim  of  hand  only,  there  muft 
be  a  great  difference  between  an  unfteady  and  unpradli- 
fed  hand,  and  a  ileady  and  pradtifed;  but  to  do  it  by 
rule  or  compafs,  it  is  much  alike. 

Chap.    XXI. 

OF  the  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  two 
extream  humours  of  admiration  of  antiquity  and 
love  of  novelty,  and  again  of  over-fervile  reverence,  or 
over -light  fcorn  of  the  opinions  of  others. 
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ChAp-  XXII. 

OF  thfe  impediments  which  have  befell  in  the  if- 
feftidn  of  pride,  fpeeially  of  on6  kind,  which  fe 
the  difdaih  df  dwelliAg  and  bfcihg  convtrTan't  fnudi  in 
feXperiences  ihd  paftfcultfs,  fpeeially  tcrdi  *s  ire  tulgat 
.  in  'ctecurrertcy,  aftd  bafe  arid  ighoble  in  efe.  That  befides 
^certain  higher  myfterfes  of  pride,  gtatralftfes  feem  to 
fcaVe  a  dignity  and  tfbkimnity,  in  that  they  do  not  pttt 
taen  in  iftifld  of  their  fanfriliar  anions,  in  that  they  toa^fe 
left  afchrty  with  arts  tfttchahkal  and  illiberal,  in  ttaft 
t!ldjr  aife  ri<5t  fo  fobjeft  tbbe  contraries  fey  'petfafc'df  ««& 
tj^emteon,  in  that  they  feem  to  feacih  tatfn  that  they 
♦krtoMr  hot,  *ti&  hbt  to  reffer  thetti  to  *h«  ^ey  knott. 
AN  Wlilch  conditions  kdiffeaiy  feeding  ifhe  htfmotir  df 
*pf  ide,  ^rticiilars  &>  watit  That  the  majefty  of  geitttt- 
-fiticls,  and  iflie  divine  hiturt  of 'the  mind  in  taking  them 
(if  they  be  trirty  eblk&ed,  and  be  indeed  'the  dlreft  ffe- 
flexions  of  things)  cannot  !be  too  much  magnified.  Anil 
that  it  is  true,  that  interpretation  is  the  very  natural  and 
diredt  intention,  a&ion  and  pfogreflion  of  the  under- 
standing, delivered  from  impediments.  And  that  all  an-, 
ticipation  islnit  a  deflexion  or  declination1  by  accideiit. 

Chap-   XXV. 

OF  the  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  ftate 
of  heathen  religion,  and  other  fuperftitions  and 
errors  of  religion.    And  that  in  the  true  religion  there 
hath  not,  nor  is  any  impediment,  except  it  be  by  acci- 
dent 
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dent  or  intermixture  of  humour.    That  a  religion  which 
confifteth  in  rytes  and  forms  of  adoration,  and  not  in 
confeflions  and  beliefs,  is  adverfe  to  knowledge,  becaufe 
men  having  liberty  to  enquire  and  difcourfe  of  theology 
at  pleafure,  it  cometh  to  pafs  that  all  inquifition  of  na- 
ture endeth  and  limiteth  it  felf  in  fuch  metaphyfical  or 
theological  difcourfe ;  whereas  if  mens  wits  be  (hut  out 
of  that  port,  it  turneth  them  again  to  difcover,  and  fo  to 
feek  reafon  of  reafon  more  deeply.    And  that  fuch  was 
the  religion  of  the  Heathen.   That  a  religion  that  is  jea- 
lous of  the  variety  of  learning,  difcourfe,  opinions  and 
fedts  (as  mifdoubting  it  may  ihake  the  foundations)  or 
that  cherifheth  devotion  upon  fimpiicity  and  ignorance, 
as  afcribing  ordinary  efFedts  to  the  immediate  working  of 
God,  is  adverfe  to  knowledge.   That  fuch  is  the  religion 
of  the  Hurk>  and  fuch  hath  been  the  abufe  of  Chriftian 
religion  at  fome  feveral  times,  and  in  £bme  feveral  fa- 
ctions.   And  of  the  Angular  advantage  which  the  Chri- 
ftian religion  hath  towards  the  furtherance  of  true  know- 
ledge, in  that  it  excludeth  and  interdidteth  human  rea- 
fon,  whether  by  interpretation   or   anticipation,   from 
examining  or  difcufTing  of  the  myfteries  and  principles 
of  faith. 

Chap.    XXVI. 

OF  the  impediments  which  have  been  in  the  nature 
of  fociety,  and  the  policies  of  ftate.  That  there 
is  no  compofition  of  eftate  or  fociety,  nor  order  or  qua- 
lity of  perfons,  which  have  not  fome  point  of  contra- 
riety towards  true  knowledge.  That  Monarchies  incline 
wits  'to  profit  and  pleafure,  and  commonwealths  to  glory 
'V  M  m  m  and 
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and  vanity.  That  Univerfities  incline  wits  to  fophiftty 
and  afFe&ation;  Cloifters  to  fables  and  unprofitable  firfv- 
tiltyj  Study  at  large  to  variety;  and  that  it  is  hard  to  fay, 
whether  mixture  of  contemplations  with  an  a&ive  life, 
or  retiring  wholly  to  contemplations,  do  difable  and  hin- 
der the  mind  more. 


Temporis   partus  masculus,  five  de  In- 
ter pretatione  Nature  lib.  3. 

1.  Per  politic  &  applicatio  mentis* 

2.  Lumen  Natura  j  feu  formula  Interpretations. 
3*  Natura  illuminata  5  five  Veritas  rerum. 

Cap.  I.    Tradendi  modus  kgtttmm. 

REPERIO  (fili)  comphires  in  rerum  fcientia,  qtiam 
fibi  videntur  adepti,  vel  proferenda  vel  rurfus  oc- 
cultanda  neutiquam  h  fide  fua  ac  officio  fe  gerere.  Eo- 
dem  damno,  licet  culpa  fortaflis  minore  peccant,  &  illi 
qui  probe  quidem  morati,  fed  minus  prudentes  funt,  ncc 
arteni  ac  prsecepta.  fenent  quo  quacque  modo  ftnt  propo- 
nenda.  Neque  tamen  de  hac  tradentium  fcientiarum  five 
malignitate  five  infcitia  querela  eft  inftituenda.  Sane  fi 
rerum  pondera  docendi  imperitia  fregiflent,  non  immerito 
quis  indignetur.  Refum  vero  ineptiis  docendi  importu- 
ftitatem  vel  jure  deberi  exiftimandum  eft.  Ego  autem 
tonge  ab  his  drverfus  te  impertiturus  non  ingenii  com- 
menta  nee  vtrborum  umbras,  nee  religionem  admiftam, 
nee  obfervationcs  quafdam  populares,  vel  experiments 
qusdam  nobilia  in  theories  fabulas  concmnata  5  fed  re- 

vera 
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vera  naturam  cum  foetibus  fuis  tibi  addi&urus  &  manci- 
paturus,  num  videor  dignum  argumentum  prae  manibus 
habere  quod  trattandi  vel  ambitione  velinfcitia,  vel  vitio 
quovis  polluam  ?  Ita  fim  (fili)  itaque  humani  in  uni- 
verfum  imperii  anguftias  nunquam  fatis  deploratas  ad 
datos  fines  proferam  (quod  mihi  ex  humanis  folum  in 
votis  eft)  ut  tibi  optima  fide,  atque  ex  altiflima  mentis 
meae  providentia,  &  exploratiflimo  rerum  &  animorum 
ftatu  haec  traditurus  fim,  modo  omnium  maxime  legi- 
time Quis  tandem  (inquies)  eft  modus  ille  legitimus? 
Quin  tu  mitte  artes  &  ambages,  rem  exhibe  nudam  no- 
bis, ut  judicio  noftro  uti  poflimus.  Atque  utinam  ( fili 
fuaviflime)  eo  loco  fint  res  veftras  ut  hoc  fieri  pofiet.  An 
tu  cenfes,  cum  omnes  omnium  mentium  aditus  ac  meatus 
obfeuriflimis  idolis,  iifque  alte  haerentibus  &  inuftis  ob- 
fefii  &  obftrudii  fint,  veris  rerum  &  nativis  radiis  finceras 
$c  politas  areas  adefle.  Nova  eft  ineunda  ratio,  qua  men- 
tibus  obdudiflimis  illabi  poflimus.  Ut  enim  phrenetico- 
nim  deliramenta  arte  &  ingenio  fubvertuntur,  vi  &  con- 
tentione  efFerantur,  omnino  ita  in  hac  univerfali  infania 
mos  gerendus  eft.  Quid  ?  leviores  illas  condiriones,  quae 
ad  legitimum  fcientia  tradendae  modum  pertinent,  an 
tibi  tarn  expeditae  &  faciles  videntur  ?  ut  modus  inno- 
cens  fit ;  id  eft,  nulli  prorfus  errori  anfam  &  occafio- 
nem  praebeat?  ut  vim  quandam  infitam  &  innatam  ha- 
beat,  turn  ad  fidem  conciliandam,  turn  ad  pellendas  inju- 
rias  temporis,  adeo  ut  fcientia  ita  tradita,  veluti  planta 
vivax  &  vegeta,  quotidie  ferpat  &  adolefcat  ?  ut  idoneum 
&  legitimum  fibi  le&orem  fe  ponat  &  quafi  adoptet  ? 
Atque  ha?c  omnia  praeftiterim,  necne,  ad  tempus  futurum 
provoco. 

Mmm  2  FILUM 
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Formula  Inquisitionis- 

Ad     FILIOS: 

PARS    PRIMA. 

x.  rRAUNCIS  BACON  thought  in  this  manner. 
The  knowledge  whereof  the  world  is  now  poffef- 
fed,  efpeciallie  that  of  nature,  extendeth  not  to  magnitude 
and  certaintie  of  workes.  The  Phyfician  pronounceth 
many  difeafes  incurable,  and  faileth  oft  in  the  reft.  The 
Alchymifts  wax  old  and  dye  in  hopes.  The  Magicians 
performe  nothing  that  is  permanent  and  profitable.  The 
Mechaniques  take  fmall  light  from  naturall  phiiofophie, 
and  doe  but  fpynne  on  their  own  little  thridds.  Chaunce 
fometimes  difcovereth  inventions,  but  that  worketh  not 
in  years,  but  ages.  So  he  faw  well,  that  the  inventions 
known  are  very  unperfitt,  and  that  newe  are  not  like  to 
be  brought  to  light,  but  in  great  length  of  tyme,  and 
that  thofe  which  are,  came  not  to  light  by  phiiofophie. 

2.  He  thought  alfo  this  ftate  of  knowledge  was  the 
worfe,  becaufe  men  ftrive  (againft  themfelves)  to  fave  the 
credit  of  ignorance,  and  to  fatisfie  themfelves  in  this  po- 
verties 
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vertie.  for  the  Phyfician,  bcfides  the  cauteles  of  pradtice, 
hath  this  generall  cautele  of  art,  that  he  difchargeth  the 
weaknefle  of  his  art  upon  fuppofed  impoflibilities ;  nei- 
ther can  his  art  be  condemned,  when  it  felf  judgeth. 
That  philofophy  alfo,  out  of  which  the  knowledge  of 
phyfick  which  nowe  is  in  ufe  is  hewed,  receyveth  cer- 
tain pofitions  and  opinions,  which  (if  they  be  well  weigh- 
ed) induce  this  perfwafion,  that  no  great  workes  are  to 
be  expe&ed  from  art,  and  the  hand  of  man ;  as  in  parti- 
cular, that  opinion,  that  the  heate  of  the  funne  and  fire  m 
differ  in  kind-,  and  thgl  other,  that  compofition  is  the. 
work  of  man,  and  mixture  is  the  work  of  nature ,  and 
the  like ;  all  tending  to  the  circumfcription  of  man's 
power,  and  to  artificiall  defpaire;  killing  in  men,  noton- 
lie  the  comfort  of  imagination,  but  the  induftry  of  tryall : 
only  upon  vaine  glorye,  to  have  their  art  thought  perfitt, 
and  that  all  is  impoflibie,  that  is  not  alreadie  found.  The 
Alchymift  difchargeth  his  art  upon  his  own  errors,  ei- 
ther fuppofing  a  mifunderftanding  of  the  wordes  of  his 
authors,  which  maketh  him  liften  after  auricular  tradfc- 
tions ;  or  els  a  failing  in  the  true  proportions  and  fcru* 
pies  of  pradtife,  which  maketh  him  renew  infinitelie  his 
tryalls,  and  finding  alfo  that  heHghteth  upon  fome  mean 
experiments  and  conclufions  by  the  waye,  feedeth  upon 
them,  and  magnifieth  them  to  the  moft,  and  fupplieth 
the  reft  in  hopes.  The  Magician,  when  he  findeth  fome- 
thing  (as  he  concciveth)  above  nature,  effected ;  think- 
eth,  when  a  breach  is  once  made  in  nature,  that  it  is  aft 
one,  to  perform  great  things  and  fmall ;  not  feeing,  that 
they  are  but  fubjedts  of  a  certaine  kind,  wherein  magick 
and  fuperftition  hath  played  in  alL  times.  The  mechani- 
cal* 
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call  perfon,  if  he  can  refine  an  invention,  or  put  two  or 
three  obfervations  or  praftifes  together  in  one,  or  couple 
things  better  with  their  ufe,  pr  make  the  work  in  kfs 
or  greater  volume,  taketh  himfelf  for  an  inventor.  So 
he  faw  well,  that  men  either  perfwade  themfelves  of  new 
inventions  as  of  impoflibilities ;  or  els  thinke  they  are 
alreadie  extant,  but  in  fecret  and  in  few  hands ;  or  that 
they  accompt  of  thofe  little  induftries  and  additions,  as 
of  inventions,  all  which  turneth  to  the  averting  of  their 
minds  from  any  juft  and  conftant  labour,  to  invent  fur- 
ther in  anie  quantitie. 

3.  He  thought  ahb,  when  men  did  fet  before  them- 
felves the  variety  and  perfe&ion  of  workes,.  produced  by 
mechanicall  arts*  they  are  apt  rather  to  admire  the  pro- 
viiions  of  man,  than  to  apprehend  his  wants;  not  consi- 
dering, that  the  original  inventions,  and  conclufions  of 
nature,  which  are  the  life  of  all  that  varietie,  are  not 
many,  nor  deeply  fetched ;  and  that  die  reft  is  but  the 
fubtile  and  ruled  motion  of  the  inftrument  and  hand ; 
and  that  the  fhop  therein  is  not  unlike  the  librarie,  which 
in  fuch  number  of  books  conteineth  (for  the  far  greater 
part)  nothing  but  iterations,  varyed  fometimes  in  forme, 
but  not  new  in  fubftaunCe.  So  he  fawe  pl&inlie,  that  o- 
pinion  of  ftore  was  a  caufe  of  want;  and  that  both 
workes  and  doctrines  appeare  manie,  and  afe  few. 

4.  He  thought  alfo,  that  knowledge  is  uttered  to  men 
in  a  forme,  as  if  everie  thing  were  finUhed ;  for  it  is  re- 
duced into  arts  and  methods ;  which  in  their  divifions 
do  feem  to  include  all  that  may  be.  And  how  weaklie 
foever  the  parts  are  filled,  yet  they  carry  the  fhew  and 
reafon  of  a  total  j  and  thereby  the  writings  of  fome  re- 
ceived 
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ccived  atftfcors  go  for  the  verle  aft )  whereas  antiquitie 
ufed  to  deliver  the  knowledge  whteh  the  mynd  of  man 
had  gathered,  in  observations*  aphdfifiiies,  or  fhort  and 
difperfed  fentences,  or  ftnail  tractates  of  fome  partes  that 
they  had  diligentiie  meditated  and  kbdtfted ;  which  did 
invite  men,  both  to  ponder  that  which  was  invented, 
and  to  add  and  fupplie  further.  But  now,  fciences  are  de- 
livered as  to  be  believed  and  accepted,  and  not  to  be  exa- 
mined and  further  difcovdred ;  and  the  fecceflton  is  be- 
tween matter  and  difciple,  ahd  not  between  inventor  and 
continuer  or  advancer  5  and  therefore  fciendes  ftand  at  a 
flay,  and  have  done  for  martie  ages,  arid  that  which  is 
pofitivfe  is  fixed,  *nd  that  which  is  qttefttoft  is  kept  qtie- 
ftion,  fo  as  the  columnes  of  ho  further  proceeding  tir6 
pitched :  And  therefore  he  fawe  pkialie,  mert  had  ctft 
themfelves  off  from  further  invention ;  and  that  it  is  no 
marvayle,  that  that  is  not  obtained  which  hath  not  been 
attempted,  bit  father  fhut  out  and  debarred. 

5.  He  thoftght  alfo,  that  knowledge  is  alntoft  gfene* 
rallie  fought  either  for  delight  and  fatisfa&iort,  or  for 
gaine  or  profeflion,  or  for  credit  and  ornament,  and  that 
everie  of  thefe  are  z$  Atalarita's  balls,  Which  hinder 
the  race  of  invention,  for  men  afe  fo  ferre  in  thefe  cotir-* 
fes  from  fceking  to  encreafe  the  mafle  of  knowledge,  as 
of  that  mafle  which  is,  they  will  take  no  more  than  will 
ferve  their  turne:  and  if  anie  cttie  amongft  fo  manie 
feeketh  knowledge  for  it  felf,  yet  he  rather  feeketh  to 
knowe  the  vfcrietie  of  things,  than  to  difcerh  of  the  truth 
and  caufes  of  them  5  and  if  his  inquifition  be  yet  more 
fevere,  yet  it  tendeth  rather  to  judgement  than  to  invent 
tion ;  and  rather  to  difcover  truth  in  controverfie,  than 

new 
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new  matter  -,  and  if  his  heart  be  £o  large  as  he  propound- 
ed to  himfelf  further  difcoverie  or  invention,  yet  it  is 
rather  of  newe  difcourfe  and  fpeculation  of  caufes,  than 
of  effe&s  and  operations.  And  as  for  thofe  that  have  fo 
much  in  their  mouthes,  adtion  and  ufe  and  pra&ife,  and 
the  referring  of  fciences  thereunto  \  they  meane  it  of  ap- 
plication of  that  which  is  knowne,  and  not  of  a  difco- 
verie of  that  which  is  unknowne.  So  he  few  plainlie,  that 
this  marke,  namely,  invention  of  further  meanes  to  in- 
dow  the  condition  and  life  of  man  with  newe  powers 
or  workes,  was  almoft  never  yet  fet  up  and  refolved  in 
man's  intention  and  enquirie. 

6.  He  thought  alfo,  that  amongft  other  knowledges, 
natural  philofophie  hath  been  the  leaft  followed  and  la- 
boured, for  fince  the  Chriftian  faith,  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  wits  have  been  employed,  and  the  greateft  helpes 
and  rewards  have  been  converted  upon  Divinitie.  And 
before  time  likewife,  the  greateft  part  of  the  ftudies  of 
philofophers  was  confumed  in  moral  philofophie,  which 
was  as  the  heathen  Divinity.  And  in  both  tymes  a  great 
part  of  the  beft  wits  betook  themfelves  to  lawe,  plead- 
ings, and  caufes  of  eftate  $  fpeciallie  in  the  tyme  of  the 
greatnefs  of  the  Romans,  who  by  reafon  of  their  large 
empire,  needed  the  fervice  of  all  their  able  men  for 
civill  bufinefs.  And  the  tyme  amongft  the  Grecians,  in 
which  naturall  philofophie  feemed  moft  to  flourifh,  was 
but  a  fhort  fpace  \  and  that  alfo  rather  abufed  in  dif- 
fering fe&s  and  conflidts  of  opinions,  than  profitablie 
fpent.  Since  which  time,  naturall  philofophie  was  ne- 
ver any  profeflion,  nor  never  poflefled  any  whole  man, 
except  perchaunce  fome  monk  in  a  cloyfter,   or  fome 

gentleman 
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•gentleman  in  thecountrie,  and  that  very  rarely;  but  be- 
came a  fcience  of  paflage,  to  feafon  a  little  young  and 
unripe  wits,  and  to  ferve  for  an  introduction  to  other 
arts,  fpeciallie  phyfick  and  the  practical  mathematiques. 
So  as  he  fa  we  plainlie,  that  naturall  philofophie  hath 
been  intended  by  fewe  perfons,  and  in  them  hath  occu- 
pied the  leaft  part  of  their  time j  and  that  in  the  weakeft 
of  their  age  and  judgement 

j.  He  thought  alfo,  how  great  opposition  and  preju- 
dice naturall  philofophie  had  received  by  fuperftition, 
and  the  immoderate  and  blind  zeale  of  religion ;  for  he 
found  that  fome  of  the  Grecians,  which  firft  gave  the  rea- 
£bn  of  thunder,  had  been  condemned  of  impietie  ;   and 
that  the  Cofinographers,  which  firft  difcovered  and  de- 
fcribed  the  roundnefs  of  the  earth,  and  the  confequence 
thereof  touching  the  Antipodes,  were  not  much  other- 
wife  cenfured  by  the  auncient  fathers  of  the  Chriftian 
.church;   and  that  the  cafe  is  now  much  worfe,   in  re- 
gard of  the  boldnefs  of  the  Schoolmen  and  their  depen- 
daunces  in  the  monafteries,  who  having  made  divinitie 
into  an  art,  have  almoft  incorporated  the  contentious 
.philofophie  oiAriftotle  into  the  body  of  Chriftian  reli- 
gion 5  and  generallie  he  perceived  in  men  of  devout  fim- 
plicitie  this  opinion,  that  the  fecrets  of  nature  were  the 
fecrets  of  God;  and  part  of  that  glorie  whereinto  the 
mind  of  man,  if  it  feek  to  prefle,   fhall  be  opprefled; 
and  that  the.  defire  in  men  to  attain  to  fo  great  and  hid- 
den knowledge,  hath  a  refemblaunce  with  that  tempta- 
tion which  caufed  the  originall  fall  >  and  on  the  other 
fide,  in  men  of  a  devout  policie,  he  noted  an  inclination 
to  have  the  people  depend  upon  God  the  more,  when 

N  n  n  they 
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they  are  lefs  acquainted  with  fecond  caufes ;  and  to  have- 
no  ftirring  in  philofophie,  left  it  may  lead  to  an  innova- 
tion in  divinitie,  or  elfe  fliould  difcover  matter  of  further 
contradiction  to  divinitie.     But  in  this  part,,  referring  tt* 
the  authoritie  of  the  Scriptures,  and  holy  examples,  and 
to  reafon,  he  refted  not  fatisfied  alone^  bat  much  con- 
firmed, for  firft,  he  confidered  that  the  knowledge  of  na- 
ture, by  the  light  whereof  man  difcerned  of  evcrie  living 
creature,   and  impofed  names  according  to  their  pro- 
prietie,  was  not  the  occafion  of  the  fall ;  but  the  moral! 
knowledge  of  good  and  evill,  affe&ed  to  the  end  to  de*- 
pend  no  more  upon  God's  commaundments,  but  for  man- 
to  direct  himfelf.    Neither  could  he  find  in  any  Scripture;, 
that  the  inquirie  and  fcicnce  of  man  in  any  thing,  un- 
der the  myfteries  of  the  Deity,  is  determined  and  reftram- 
ed,  but  contrarywife  allowed  and  provoked,    for  conr- 
cerning  all  other  knowledge,  the  Scripture  pronounceth, 
That  it  is  the  glory  of  God  to  cone  en k,  but  it  is  the  glorty: 
of  man  (or  if  the  King,  for  the  King  is  but  the  excel- 
lency of  man)  to  invent-,  and  again,  The  foirit  of  man. 
is  as  the  lamp  of  God,  wherewith  he  fearcheth  every  fc- 
cret  y   and  again  moft  efFe&uallie,  That  God  bath  made 
all  things  beautifull  and  decent y  according  to  the  retourne 
of  their  feafons ;  a Ifo  that  he  hath  fet  the  &orld  in  man's* 
bearty  and  yet  man  cannot  find  out  the  work  which  God 
workethfrom  the  beginning  to  the  end-,  fliewing  that  the 
heart  of  man  is  a  continent  of  that  concave  or  capacity,, 
wherein  the  content  of  the  world  (that  is,  all  fburmes  of 
the  creatures,  and  whatsoever  is  not  God)  may  be  placed, 
or  received ;  and  complaining,  that  through  the  variety 
of  things,  and  viciffitudes  of  times,  (which  are  but  im- 
pediments 
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pediments  and  not  impuiflances)  man  cannot  accomplish 
his  invention.  In  prefident  alfo  he  fet  before  his  eyes, 
that  in  thofe  few  memorialis  before  the  floud,  the  Scrip- 
ture honoureth  the  name  of  the  inventors  of  mufique 
and  workes  in  metall ;  that  Mofes  had  this  addition  of 
praife,  that  he  was  feen  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyp- 
tians 5  that  Solomon,  in  his  graunt  of  wifdom  from  God; 
had  conteyned  as  a  branch  thereof  that  knowledge, 
whereby  he  wrote  a  naturall  hiftorie  of  all  verdor,  from 
the  cedar  to  the  mofle,  and  of  all  that  breatheth ;  that 
the  book  of  Job.  and  many  places  of  the  prophets,  have 
great  afperfion  of  naturall  philofophie ;  that  the  church 
in  the  bofome  and  lappe  thereof  in  the  greateft  injuries 
of  tymes,  ever  preferved  (as  holie  reliques)  the  bookes  of 
philofophie  and  all  heathen  learning ;  and  that  when 
Gregory  the  bifhop  of  Rome  became  adverfe  and  unjuft 
to  the  memory  of  heathen  antiquity,  it  was  cenfured 
for  pufillanimitie  in  him,  and  the  honour  thereof  foot* 
after  reftored,  and  his  own  memorie  almoft  persecuted 
by  his  fucceflbr  Sabinian ;  and  laftlie,  in  our  tymes,  and 
the  ages  of  our  fathers,  when  Luther  and  the  Divines 
of  the  Proteftant  church  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Jefuites 
on  the  other,  have  enterprized  to  reforme,  the  one  the 
dodtrine,  the  other  the  discipline  and  manners  of  the 
church  of  Rome>  he  fawe  well  how  both  of  them  have 
awaked  to  their  great  honour  and  fuccour  all  humane 
learning;  and  for  reafon,  there  cannot  be  a  greater  and 
more  evident  than  this,  that  all  knowledge,  and  fpecial- 
lie  that  of  naturall  philofophie,  tendeth  highlie  to  the 
magnifying  of  the  glorie  of  God  in  his  power,  provi- 
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dencc  .and  benefits,  appearing  and  engraven  in  his  workes; 
whkh  without  this  knowledge  are  beheld  but  as  through 
a  vaile ;  for  if  the  heavens  in  the  bodie  of  them  do  de*- 
clare  the  glorie  of  God  to  the  eye,   much  more  do  they 
in  the  rule  and  decrees  of  them  declare  it  to  the  under- 
ftanding;    and  another  reafon,  not  inferior  to  this,  is* 
that  the  fame  naturall  philofophie  principallie  amongft 
all  other  humane  knowledge,  doth  give  an  excellent  de- 
fence againft  both  extreams  of  religion,  fiiperftition  and 
infidelitie ;   for  both  it  freeth  the  mynd  from  a  number 
of  weak  fancies  and  imaginations,  and  it  raifeth  the  mynd 
to  acknowledge  that  to  God  all  things  are  poflible ;  for 
to  that  purpofe  fpeaketh  our  Saviour  in  that  firft  canon 
againft  herefieSj   delivered  upon  the  cafe  of  the  refur^- 
redtion,   Tou.  erre>  not  knowing  the  fcriptures ,   nor  the 
power  of  God-,    teaching,   that  there  are  but  two  foun* 
taines  of  herefie,  not  knowing  the  will  of  God  revealed 
in  the  Scriptures,  and  not  knowing  the  power  of  God 
revealed  or  at  leaft  made  moft  fenfible  in  his  creatures. 
So  as  he  fawe  well,  that  naturall  philofophie  was  of  ex- 
cellent ufe  to  the  exaltation  of  the  divine  Majeftie ;  and 
that  which  is  admirable,  that  being  a  remedie  of  fuper* 
ftition,  it  is  neverthelefs  an  help  to  faith.    He  faw  like* 
wife,  that  the  former  opinions  to  the  prejudice  thereof, 
had  no  true  ground;  but  muft  fpring  either  out  of  meer 
ignorance,  or  out  of  an  excefle  of  devotion,  to  have  di+ 
vinitie  all  in  all,  whereas  it.  fhould  be  only  above  all ; 
(both  which  ftates  of  mynd  may  be  beft  pardoned)  or.  els 
out  of  worfe  caufes,  namelie  out  of  en  vie  which  is  proud 
weaknefs,  and  deferveth  to  be  defpifedj  or  out  of  forae 
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mixture  of  impofture,  to  tell  a  lye  for  God's  caufe  y  or 
out  of  an  impious  diffidence,  as  if  men  (hould  fear  to 
difcover  fome  things  in  nature,  which  mought  fubvert 
faith.  But  ftill  he  faw  well,  howfoever  thefe  opinions 
are  in  right  reafon  reproved,  yet  they  leave  not  to  be  moft 
effe&uall  hinderances  to  naturall  philofophie  and  involu- 
tion. 

8.  He  thought  alfo,  that  there  wanted  not  great  con- 
trarietie  to  the  further  difcoverie  of  fcienccs  in  regard  of 
the  orders  and  cuftomes  of  univerfities,  and  alfo  in  re- 
gard of  common  opinion,  for  in  univerfities  and  colleges 
mens  ftudies  are  almoft  confined  to  certayne  authors,  from 
which  if  any  diflenteth  or  propoundeth  matter  of  redar-* 
gution,  it  is  enough  to  make  him  thought  a  perfon  tur- 
bulent ;  whereas  if  it  be  well  advifed,  there  is  a  great  diF- 
ference  to  be  made  between  matters  contemplative  and 
adtive.  for  in  government  chaunge  is  fufpe&ed,  though 
to  the  better  5  but  it  is  naturall  to  arts  to  be  in  perpetual! 
agitation  and  growth.  Neither  is  the  daungcr  alike  of 
new  light,  and  of  new  motion,  or  remove;  and  for  vul- 
gar and  received  opinions,  nothing  is  more  ufual,  nor 
moreufuallie  complained  of,  than  that  it  is  impofed  for 
arrogancy  and  prefumption,  for  men  to  authorife  them- 
felves  againft  antiquitie  and  authors,  towards  whom  envy 
is  ceafed,  and  reverence  by  time  amortifed;  it  not  being 
confidered  what  Ariftotle  himfelf  did ;  (upon  whom  the 
philofophie  that  now  is  chiefly  dependeth)  who  came 
with  a  profefied  contradiction  to  all  the  world ;  and  did 
put  all  his  opinions  upon  his  own  authorise  and  argu- 
ment, and  never  fo  much  as  nameth  an  author,,  but  to 
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confute  and  reprove  him  ;  and  yet  his  fuccefe  weU  fulfil- 
led the  obfervation  of  him  that  faid,  If  a  man  come  in 
bis  own  name  him  will  you  receive.  Men  think  likewiiq, 
that  if  they  fhould  give  themfelves  to  the  liberty  of  ii*- 
vention  and  travaile  of  enquiry,  thai  they  fhall  light  a- 
gain  upon  fome  conceits  and  contemplations,  which  have 
been  formerly  offered  to  the  world,  and  have  been  pat 
down  by  better,  which  have  prevayled  and  brought  them 
to  oblivion  5  not  feeing  that  howfoever  the  property  and 
.breeding  of  knowledges  is  in  great  and  excellent  wits,  yet 
the  estimation  and  price  of  them  is  in  the  multitude,,  or 
in  the  inclinations  of  princes  and  great  perfons  meanlie 
learned.  So  as  thofe  knowledges  are  like  to  be  received 
and;  honoured,  which  have  their  foundation,  in  the  fobti- 
litis  or  fineft  tryall  of  common  fenfe*  or  fuch  as  fill  the 
imagination,  and  not  fuch  knowledge  as  is  digged  out 
4>f  the  hard  myne  of  hifborie  and  experience,  and  failed* 
out  to  be  in  fom?  points  as  adverfe  tp.  common  fcnfe,.  or 
popular  reafon,  as  religion  or  more*  Which  kind  of 
knowledge,  except  it  be  delivered  with  ftraunge  advan- 
tages of  eloquence  and  power,  may  be  likely  to  appeare 
and  difclofe  a  little  to  the  world,  and  ftraight  to  vaniih 
and  (hut  againe.  So  that  time  feemeth  to  be  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  river  x>r  floud,  that  bringeth  downe  to  us  that 
which  is  light  and  blown  up,  and  finketh  and  drown- 
eth  that  which  is  folid  and  grave.  So  he  faw  well  that 
both  in  the  ftate  of  religion,  and  in  the  adminiitration 
of  learning,  and  in  common  opinion,  there  were  manie 
and  continuail  flops,  and  travcrfes  to  the  courfe  of  uh 
yention. 

9.  He 
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9.  He  thought  alfo,  that  the  invention  of  worices  and 
further  poflibility  was  prejudiced  in  a  more  fpeciall  man- 
ner than  that  of  fpeculative  truth ;  for  befides  the  impe-' 
dimehte.cortimott  to  both,  it  hath  by  it  felf  been  hota- 
blie  hurt  and  diijbfedited  by  the  vaine  prortiifes  and  pte- 
tenfes  of  Alchymy,  Magick,  Aftrologie,  and  foch  othef' 
arts,  which  (as  they  now  pafs)  hold  much  more  of  ima- 
gination ai)d  belief,  thafi  of  ffenfe  ahd  demonftrcttion.  Biit 
to  ufe  the  Poet's  language,  men  oiight  to  have  rcmem- 
bred,  that  although  Ikt6h  of  a  clotid  in  the  llkenefs  of 
Juno  begat  Centaures  and  Chimeras,  yet  Jupiter  alfb  of 
the  trile  Juno  begat  Vulcan  arid  Hebe.  Neither  is  it  juft 
to  deny  credit  to  the  gteatnefs  of  the  a#s  tt  Alexander^ 
becatufe  the  like  or'riidfe  ffrauiigd'  haVe  been"  fkfat&'df  an 
Am  ad  is  or  vi\Arthtir\  Of  other  fabulous  worthies;  fttrtf 
though  thi^  in  true  reafbn  ihould  be,  and  that  men  ought 
not  to  make  a  confiifidn  of  uribetfoy  ^efclie  &&f  wdll,  ft 
could  not  otherwife  be  in  event,  but  that  experiettfrd  (if 
untruth  had  made  accefs  to  truth  more  difficult,  and 
that  the  ignominie  of  vanitie  had  abated  all  greatnefs  of 
mind. 

10.  He  thought  alfo,  there  was  found  in  the  mynd  of" 
man  an  affedtion  naturallie  bred  and  fortified,  and  fur- 
thered by  difcourfe  ^nd.do£lrine^.wiiichL did  pervert  the 
true  proceeding  towards  a&ive  and  operative  knowledge.. 
This  was  a  falfe  eftimation,  that  it  fhould  be  as  a  dimi- 
nution to  the  mynd  of  man  to  be  much  converfant  ia 
experiences  and  particulars,  fubjedt  to  fenfe  and  bound  in 
matter,  and  which  are  laborious  to  fearch,  ignoble  to< 
^e^itatc^  barfe  to  deliver,  illiberal  to  pra&ife,  infinite: 
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as  is  fuppofed  in  number,  and  no  wayes  accommodate  to 
the  glorie  of  arts.  This  opinion  or  ftate  of  mynd  re- 
ceyved  much  credit  and  ftrength  by  the  fchool  of  Plato* 
who  thinking  that  particulars  rather  revived  the  notions, 
or  excited  the  faculties  of  the  mynd,  than  meerly  inform- 
ed ;  and  having  mingled  his  philofophie  with  fuperfti- 
tion,  which  never  favoureth  the  fenfe,  extolleth  too  much 
the  underftanding  of  man  in  the  inward  light  thereof 
And  again*  Arijtotlc's  fchool,  which  giveth  the  dew  to 
the  fenfe  in  aflertion,  denyeth  it  in  pradtife  much  more 
than  that  of  Plato,  for  we  fee  the  Schoolmen,  Arijtotles 
fiiccefibrs,  which  were  utterlie  ignorant  of  hiftorie,  reft- 
ed  only  upon  agitation  of  wit;  whereas  Plato  giveth 
good  example  of  inquirie  by  induction  and  view  of  par- 
ticulars;  though  in  fuch  a  wandering  manner  as  is  of  no 
force  or  fruit.  So  that  he  faw  well,  that  the  fuppofition 
of  the  fufiiciency  of  man's  mynd.,  hath  loft  the  meanes 
<hcreo£ 
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Inquifitio  Legitima 
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CALORE  it  FRIGORE 

SECTIO    ORDINIS. 
Ckarta  fuggeftiomsy  Jive  Memoria  fixa. 

THE  fun  beames  hot  to  fenfe. 
The  moon  beames  not  hot,  but  rather  conceived 
to  have  a  quality  of  cold,  for  that  the  greateft  coldes  are 
noted  to  be  about  the  full,  and  the  greateft  heates  about 
the  change.  $u. 

The  beames  of  the  ftarres  have  no  fenfible  heat  by 
themfclvesj  but  are  conceived  to  have  an  augmentative 
heat  of  the  fun  beames  by  the  inftance  following.  The 
fame  climate  ardtick  and  antardtick  are  obferved  to  differ 
in  cold,  viz.  that  the  antardtick  is  the  more  cold,  and  it 
is  manifeft  the  antar&ick  hemifphere  is  thinner  planted 
of  ftarres, 
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The  heates  obferved  to  be  greater  in  July  than  in 
June;  at  which  time  the  fun  is  neareft  the  greateft  fixed 
ftarres,  viz.  Cor  Leonis,  Cauda  Leonis,  Spica  Virginis% 
Syrius,  Canicula. 

The  conjunction  of  any  two  of  the  three  higheft  pla- 
nets noted  to  caufe  great  heates. 

Comets  conceived  by  fome  to  be  as  well  caufes  as  ef- 
fedts  of  heat,  much  more  the  ftarres. 

The  fun  beames  have  greater  heat  when  they  are 
more  perpendicular,  than  when  they  are  more  oblique ;  as 
appeareth  in  difference  of  regions,  and  the  difference  of 
the  tymes  of  fummer  and  winter  in  the  fame  region ;  and 
chiefly  in  the  difference  of  the  houres  of  midday,  morn- 
ings, evenings  in  the  fame  day. 

The  heates  more  extream  in  July  and  Augujt  than  in 
May  or  Juney  commonly  imputed  to  the  flay  and  con- 
tinuance  of  heat. 

The  heats  more  extream  under  the  Tropiques  than 
under  the  Lyne :  commonly  imputed  to  the  ftay  and  con- 
tinuance of  heat,  becaufe  the  fun  there  doth  as  it  were 
double  a  cape. 

The  heats  more  about  three  or  four  of  clock  than 
at  noon  5  commonly  imputed  to  the  ftay  and  continuance 
of  heat. 

The  fun  noted  to  be  hotter  when  it  ftiineth  forth  be- 
tween cloudes,  than  when  the  Iky  is  open  and  ferene. 

The  middle  region  of  the  air  hath  manifeft  effe&s  of 
cold,  notwithftanding  locally  it  be  nearer  the  fun,  com- 
monly imputed  to  Ant iperijlajisy  affuming  that  the  beames 
of  the  fun  are  hot  cither  by  approach  or  by  reflexion, 
and  that  falleth  in  the  middle  term  between  both;  or  if 

as 
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as  fouie  conceive,  it  be  only  by  reflexion,  then  the  cold 
of  that  region  refteth  chiefly  upon  diftance ;  the  inftan- 
ces  (hewing  the  cold  of  that  region,  are  the  fnowcs  which 
defcend ;  the  hailes  which  defcend,  and  the  fnowes  and 
extream  coldes  which  are  upon  high  mountaines. 

But  $u.  of  fuch  mountaynes  as  adjoin  to  fandy  vales 
and  not  to  fruitfull  vales  which  minifter  no  vapours,  or 
of  mountaynes  above  the  region  of  vapours,  as  is  report- 
ed of  Olympus,  where  any  inscription  upon  the  afties  of 
the  altar  remayned  untouched  of  wind  or  dewe ;  and 
note,  it  is  alfo  reported,  that  men  carryed  up  fponges 
with  vinegar  to  thicken  their  breath,  the  air  growing 
too  fine  for  refpiration,  which  feemeth  not  to  (land  with 
coldnefs. 

The  cloudes  make  a  mitigation  of  the  heat  of  the  fun. 
So  doth  the  interpofition  of  any  body  which  we  term 
(hades ;  but  yet  the  nights  in  fummer  are  many  times  as 
hot  to  the  feeling  of  mens  bodies  as  the  days  are  within 
doores,  where  the  beames  of  the  fun  actually  beat  not. 

There  is  no  other  nature  of  heat  known  from  the  ce- 
leftial  bodies  or  from  the  air,  but  that  which  cometh  by 
the  fun  beames.  for  in  the  countries  near  the  Pole,  we 
fee  the  extream  coldes  end  in  the  fummer  monthes,  as 
in  the  voyage  of  Nova  Zembla,  where  they  could  not 
difengage  their  barques  from  the  ice,  no  not  in  July,  and 
met  with  great  mountaynes  of  ice,  fome  floating,  fomc 
fixed  at  that  time  of  year,  being  the  heart  of  fummer. 

The  caves  under  the  earth  noted  to  be  warmer  in  win- 
ter than  in  fummer,  and  fo  the  waters  that  fpring  from 
within  the  earth. 

Ooo  2  Great 
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Great  quantitie  of  fulphur,  and  fometimcs  naturally 
burning  after  the  manner  of  Mtna  in  IJland>  the  like 
written  of  Gronland,  and  divers  other  the  cold  coun- 
tries *. 

The  trees  in  the  cold  countries  are  fuch  as  are  fuller 
of  rofin,  pitch,  tarre,  which  are  matters  apt  for  fire,  and 
the  woodes  themfelves  more  combuftible  than  thofe  in 
much  hotter  countries ;  as  for  example,  Fyrr,  Pyne- 
Apple,  Juniper  5  ^ri.  whether  their  trees  of  the  fame 
kind  that  ours  are,  as  Oak  and  A(h,  bear  not  in  the  more 
cold  countries,  a  wood  more  brittle  and  ready  to  take 
fire  than  the  fame  kinds  with  us. 

The  fun  beames  heat  manifeftly  by  refledtion,  as  in 
countries  pent  in  with  hills,  upon  walls  or  buildings,  up- 
on pavements,  upon  gravell  more  than  earth,  upon  ara- 
ble more  than  grafs,  ijpon  rivers  if  they  be  not  very 
open,  &c. 

The  uniting  or  collection  of  the  fun  beames  multipli- 
eth  heat,  as  in  burning  glafles,  which  are  made  thinner 
in  the  middle  than  on  the  fides  (as  I  take  it  contrary  to 
fpeftacles)  and  the  operation  of  them  is,  as  I  remember, 
firft  to  place  them  between  the  fun  and  the  body  to  be? 
fired,  and  then  to  draw  them  upward  towards  the  fun, 
which  it  is  true  maketh  the  angle  of  the  cone  {harper. 
But  then  I  take  it  if  the  glafs  had  been  firft  placed  at  the 
feme  diftance,  to  which  it  is  after  drawn,  it  would  not 
have  had  that  force,  aud  yet  that  had  been  all  one  to  the 
fharpnefs  of  the  angle.   %u. 

*  No  doubt  but  infinite  power  of  the  heat  of  the  fun  in  cold  countries, 
though  it  be  not  to  the  analogy  of  men,  an^l  fruitcs,  &V. 

So 
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So  in  that  the  fun's  beams  are  hotter  perpendicularly 
than  obliquely,  it  may  be  imputed  to  the  union  of  the 
beames,  which  in  cafe  of  perpendicularity  refleft  into 
the  very  fame  lines  with  the  direct,  and  the  further  from 
perpendicularity  the  more  obtufe  the  angle,  and  the 
greater  diftance  between  the  direft  beam  and  the  reflect- 
ed beam. 

The  fun  beames  rayfe  vapours  out  of  the  earth,  and 
when  they  withdraw  they  fall  back  in  dewes. 

The  fun  beames  do  many  times  fcatter  themifls  which 
arc  in  the  mornings. 

The  fun  beames  caufe  the  diverfe  returnes  of  the 
herbs,  plants  and  fruits  of  the  earth  ;  for  we  fee  in  Ly- 
mon  trees  and  the  like,  that  there  is  coming  on  at  once 
fruite  rype,  fruite  unrype,  and  bloflbms;  which  may 
flicw  that  the  plante  worketh  to  put  forth  continually, 
were  it  not  for  the  variations  of  the  aeccfles  and  recefles 
of  the  fun,  which  call  forth,  and  put  back. 

The  excefllve  heat  of  the  fun  doth  wyther  and  de- 
ftroy  vegetables,  as  well  as  the  cold  doth  nypp  and  blaft 
them. 

The  heat  or  beames  of  the  fun  doth  take  away  the 
fmell  of  flowers,  fpecially  fuch  as  are  of  a  milder  odour. 

The  beames  of  the  fun  do  difclofe  fummer  flowers, 
as  the  Pimpernell,  Marigold,  and  almoft  all  flowers  elfe, 
for  they  clofe  commonly  morning  and  evening,  or  in 
over-caft  weather,  and  open  in  the  brightnefs  of  the 
fun ;  which  is  but  imputed  to  dtynefs  and  moifture, 
which  doth  make  the  beames  heavie  or  ere&;  and  not  to 
any  other  propriety  in  the  fun  beames ;  So  they  report 

not 
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not  onely  a  doling,  but  a  bending  or  inclining  in  the 
Heliotropium  and  Calendula.    Sty. 

The  fun  beames  do  rype  all  fruites,  and  addeth  to 
them  a  fweetnefs  or  fatnefs;  and  yet  fome  fultry  hot  dayes 
overcafl;  are  noted  to  rypen  more  than  bright  dayes. 

The  fun  beames  are  thought  to  mend  diflillcd  waters ; 
the  glaffes.  being  well  flopped,  and  to  m^ke  them  more 
vertuous  and  fragrant. 

The  fun  beames  do  turn  wine  into  vinegar;  but  Sty. 
whether  they  would  not  fweeten  verjuice. 

The  fun  beames  doth  pall  any  wine  or  beer  that  is  fet 
in  them. 

The  fun  beames  do  take  away  the  luflre  of  any  filkes 
or  arras. 

There  is  almoft  no  myne,  but  lyeth  fome  depth  in  the 
earth;  gold  is  conceyved  to  lye  higheft  and  in  the  hot- 
ted countries ;  yet  Thracia  and  Hungary  are  cold,  and 
the  hills  of  Scotland  have  yielded  gold,  but  in  fmall  grains 
or  quantity. 

If  you  fet  a  root  of  a  tree  too  deep  in  the  ground, 
that  root  will  perifh,  and  the  flock  will  put  forth  a  new 
root  nearer  the  fuperficies  of  the  earth. 

Some  trees  and  plants  profper  befl  in  the  fhade;  as 
theBayes,  Strawberries,  fome  Wood-flowers. 

Almofl  all  flyes  love  the  fun  beames,  fo  do  Snakes ; 
Toads  and  Wormes  contrary. 

The  fun  beames  tanneth  the  fkin  of  man ;  and  in 
fome  places  turneth  it  to  black. 

The  fun  beames  are  hardly  indured  by  many,  but  caufe 
head-ach,  faintnefs,  and  with  many  they  caufe  rheums; 
yet  to  aged  men  they  are  comfortable. 

The 
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The  fun  caufes  peftilence,  which  with  us  rage  about 
Autumn ;  but  it  is  reported,  in  Barbary  they  break  up 
about  June,  and  rage  moft  in  the  winter. 

The  heat  of  the  fun,  and  of  fire,  and  living  creatures, 
agree  in  fome  things  which  pertain  to  vivification ;  as  the 
back  of  a  chimney  will  fet  forward  an  Apricocke  tree  as 
well  as  the  fun  5  the  fire  will  raife  a  dead  Butterfly  as 
well  as  the  fun ;  and  fo  will  the  heat  of  a  living  crea- 
ture,  the  heat  of  the  fun  in  fand  will  hatch  an  egge. 

The  heat  of  the  fun  in  the  hotteft  countries  nothing 
fo  violent  as  that  of  fire,  no  not  fcarcely  fo  hot  to  the 
fenfe  as  that  of  a  living  creature. 

The  fun,  a  fountain  of  light  as  well  as  heat.  The  o- 
ther  celeftial  bodies  manifeft  in  light,  and  yet  non  con- 
Jl(itj  whether  all  borrowed,  as  in  the  moon;  butobfeure 
in  heat. 

The  fouthern  and  weftern  wind  with  us  is  the  warm- 
eft,  whereof  the  one  bloweth  from  the  fun,  the  other 
from  the  fea ;  the  northern  and  eaftern  the  more  cold. 
$u.  whether  in  the  coaft  of  Florida,  or  at  Brqfil,  the 
eaft  wind  be  not  the  warmeft,  and  the  weft  the  coldeft ; 
and  fo  beyond  the  Antardtique  Tropique,  the  fouthern 
wind  the  coldeft. 

The  air  ufeth  to  be  extream  hot  before  thunders. 

The  fea  and  air  ambient,  appeareth  to  be  hotter  than 
that  at  land ;  for  in  the  northern  voyages  two  or  three 
degrees  farther  at  the  open  fea,  they  find  lefs  ice  than 
two  or  three  degrees  more  fouth  near  land ;  but  $jf.  for 
that  may  be  by  reafon  of  the  (hores  and  fhallowes. 

The 
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The  fhowcs  diffolvc  faflcft  upon  the  fca  eoafts,  yet  the 
winds  are  counted  the  bittercft  from  the  fca,  and  fuch 
as  trees  will  bend  from.  %. 

The  ftrcames  or  cloudes  of  brightneft  which  appear  in 
the  firmament,  being  fuch  through  which  the  dart  may 
be  feen,  and  fhoot  not,  but  reft,  are  fignes  of  heat. 

The  pillars  of  light,  which  are  fo  upright,  and  do 
commonly  fhoot  andvvarye,  arc  fignes  of  cold,  but  both 
thefe  are  fignes  of  drowth, 

The  air  when  it  is  moved  is  to  the  fenfe  colder ;  as  in 
winds,  fannings,  Ventilabra. 

The  air  in  things  fibrous,  as  fleeces,  furs,  £f c.  warm ; 
and  thofe  ftufles  to  the  feeling  warm. 

The  water  to  man's  body  feemeth  colder  than  the 
air ;  and  fo  in  fummer,  in  fwimming  it  feemeth  at  the 
firft  going  in  j  and  yet  after  one  hath  been  in  a  while, 
at  the  coming  forth  again,  the  air  feemeth  colder  than 
the  water. 

The  fnow  more  cold  to  the  fenfe  than  water,  and  the 
ice  than  fnow ;  and  they  have  in  Italy  meanes  to  keep 
fnow  and  ice  for  the  cooling  of  their  drinks  j  §&.  whether 
it  be  fo  in  froth  in  refpedt  of  the  liquor. 

Bathes  of  hot  water  feel  hotteft  at  the  firft  going  in. 

The  froft  dew  which  we  fee  in  hoar  froft,  and  in  the 
rymes  upon  trees  or  the  like,  accounted  more  mortifying 
cold  than  fnow ;  for  fnow  cherifheth  the  ground,  and 
any  thing  fowed  in  it;  the  other  biteth  and  killeth. 

Stone  and  metal  exceeding  cold  to  the  feeling  more 

than  wood ;  yea  more  than  jett  or  amber,  or  horn,  which 

are  no  lefs  fmooth. 

The 
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The  fnow  is  ever  in  the  wynter  fcafon,  but  the  haile, 
which  is  more  of  the  nature  of  ice,  is  ever  in  the  fum- 
mer  feafon,  whereupon  it  is  conceyved,  that  as  the  hol- 
lowes  of  the  earth  are  warmeft  in  the  winter,  fo  that 
region  of  the  air  is  coldeft  in  the  fummer ;  as  if  they 
were  a  fugue  of  the  nature  of  eyther  from  the  contrary, 
and  a  collecting  it  felf  to  an  union,  and  fo  to  a  further 
ftrength. 

So  in  the  (hades  under  trees  in  the  fummer  which 
iland  in  an  open  field,  the  (hade  noted  to  be  colder  than 
in  a  wood. 

Cold  effe&eth  congelation  in  liquors,  fo  as  they  do 
confiil  and  hold  together,  which  before  did  run. 

Cold  breaketh  glatfes,  if  they  be  clofe  flopped  in  froft, 
when  the  liquor  freezeth  within. 

Cold  in  extreme  maketh  details,  that  are  dry  and 
brittle,  cleft  and  crack,  Mraque  dijjiliunt\  fo  of  pots  of 
earth  and  glafs. 

Cold  maketh  bones  of  living  creatures  more  fragile. 

Cold  maketh  living  creatures  to  fweli  in  the  joints,  and 
the  blood  to  clot,  and  turn  more  blue. 

Bitter  frofts  do  make  all  drinks  to  tafte  more  dead 
and  flat. 

Cold  maketh  the  arteries  and  flefh  more  afper  and 
rough. 

Cold  caufes  rheums  and  diftillations  by  comprcfling  the 
brain,  and  laxes  by  like  reafon. 

Cold  increafes  appetite  in  the  ftomach,  and  willing- 
nefs  to  ftyrre. 

Cold  maketh  the  fire  to  fcald  and  fparkle. 

P  p  p  P art- 
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Paracelfus  reporteth,  that  if  a  glafs  of  wine  be  fet  up- 
on a  tarras  in  a  bitter  froft,  it  will  leave  fome  liquor  un- 
frozen in  the  center  of  the  glafs,  which  excelleth^/Wtai 
vini  drawn  by  fire. 

Cold  in  Mufcovy,  and  the  like  countries,  caufes  thofe 
parts  which  are  voideft  of  blood,  as  the  nofe,  the  ears, 
the  toes,  the  fingers,  to  mortify  and  rot ;  fpecially  if  you 
come  fowdaynely  to  fire,  after  you  have  been  in  the  air 
abroad,  they  are  fure  to  moulder  and  diffblve.  They  ufe 
for  remedy,  as  is  faid,  wafhing  in  fnow  water. 

If  a  man  come  out  of  a  bitter  cold  fowdaynely  to  the 
fire,  he  is  ready  to  fwoon  or  overcome. 

So  contrarywife  at  Nova  Zembla,  when  they  opened 
their  door  at  times  to  go  forth,  he  that  opened  the  door 
was  in  danger  to  overcome. 

The  quantity  of  fifh  in  the  cold  countries,  Norway, 
&e.  very  abundant. 

The  quantity  of  fowl  and  eggs  laid  in  the  cliffs  in  great 
abundance. 

In  Nova  Zembla  they  found  no  beaft  but  bears  and 
foxes,  whereof  the  bears  gave  over  to  be  feen  about  Sep  - 
tember,  and  the  foxes  began. 

Meat  will  keep  from  putrifying  longer  in  frofty  wea- 
ther, than  at  other  times. 

In  Ifeland  they  keep  fifh  by  expofing  it  to  the  cold 
from  putrifying  without  felt. 

The  nature  of  man  endureth  the  coldes  in  the  coun- 
tries of  Scricfinnia,  Biarmia,  Lappia,  Ifeland,  Groen- 
land\  and  that  not  by  perpetuall  keeping  in  in  lloves  in 
the  winter  time  as  they  do  in  Rujpa\  but  contrary-wife, 
their  chief  fairs  and  intercourfe  is  written  to  be  in  the 

winter* 
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winter,  bccaufe  the  ice  evens  and  levelleth  the  paflages 
of  waters,  plaflies,  &c. 

A  thaw  after  a  froft  doth  greatly  rot  and  mellow  the 
ground. 

Extreme  cold  hurteth  the  eyes,  and  caufes  blindnefs  in 
many  beafts,  as  is  reported. 

The  cold  maketh  any  folid  fubftance,  as  wood,  ftone, 
metall,  put  to  the  flefh,  to  cleave  to  it,  and  to  pull  the 
fle(h  after  it,  and  fo  put  to  any  cloth  that  is  moift. 

Cold  maketh  the  pelage  of  beafts  more  thick  and  long, 
as  foxes  of  Mufcovy,  fabells,  &c. 

Cold  maketh  the  pelage  of  moil  beafts  incline  to  gray- 
nefs  or  whitenefs,  as  foxes,  bears,  and  fo  the  plumage  of 
fowls ;   and  maketh  alfo  the  crefts  of  cocks,  and  their 
feet  white  as  is  reported. 

Extreme  cold  will  make  nails  leap  out  of  the  walls, 
and  out  of  locks,  and  the  like. 

Extreme  cold  maketh  leather  to  be  ftiffe  like  horn. 

In  frofty  weather  the  ftars  appear  cleareft  and  moft 
fparkling. 

In  the  chaunge  from  froft  to  open  weather,  or  from 
open  weather  to  frofts,  commonly  great  mifts. 

In  extreme  coldes  any  thing  never  fo  little  which  ar- 
refteth  the  air  maketh  it  to  congele;  as  we  fee  in  cob- 
webbs  in  windows,  which  is  one  of  the  leaft  and  weak- 
eft  thriddes  that  is,  and  yet  drops  gather  about  it  like 
chains  of  pearl. 

So  in  frofts,  the  in  fide  of  glafs  windows  gathereth  a 
dew.   £>u.  if  not  more  without. 

4>//.  Whether  the  fweating  of  marble  and  ftones  be  in 
froft,  or  towards  rain. 

Ppp  2  Oyl 
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Oyl  in  time  of  froft  gathereth  to  a  fubftancc,  as  of 
tallow ;  and  it  is  faid  to  fparkle  fome  time,  Co  as  it  giveth 
a  light  in  the  dark. 

The  countries  which  lye  covered  with  fhow,  have  a 
haftier  maturation  of  all  grain  than  in  other  countries, 
all  being  within  three  months,  or  thereabouts. 

§u.  It  is  faid,  that  compofitions  of  hony,  as  meth,  do 
ripen,  and  are  moft  pleafant  in  the  great  coldes. 

The  frofts  with  us  are  cafuall,  and  not  tyed  to  any 
months,  fo  as  they  are  not  merely  caufed  by  the  recefe  of 
the  fun,  but  mixed  with  fome  inferior  caufes.  In  the  in- 
land of  the  northern  countries,  as  in  Rujpar  the  weather 
for  the  three  or  four  months  of  November,  December + 
January,  February  is  conftant,  viz.  clear  and  perpetuall 
froft,  without  fhowes  or  rains. 

There  is  nothing  in  our  region,  which  By  approach  of 
a  matter  hot,  will  not  take  heat  by  tranfition  or  excitation. 
There  is  nothing  hot  here  with  us,  but  is  in  a  kind  of 
consumption,  if  it  carry  heat  in  it  felf;  for  all  fired 
things  are  ready  to  confume,  chafed  things  are  ready  to 
fire,  and  the  heat  of  mens  bodies  needeth  aliment  to 
reftore. 

The  tranfition  of  heat  is  without  any  impartfng  of 
tubftance,  and  yet  remaineth  after  the  body  heated  is 
withdrawn;  for  it  is  not  like  fmells,  for  they  leave  fome 
*irs  or  partes  not  like  light,  for  that  abideth  not  when 
the  firft  body  is  removed,  not  unlike  to  the  motion  of  the 
load-Hone,  which  is  lent  without  adhefion  of  fubftancc, 
for  if  the  iron  be  filed  where  it  was  rubbed,  y*t  it  wilt 
tlraw  or  turn, 

REDAR- 
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REDARGUTIO 

PHILOSOPHIARUM*. 

DUM  haec  tra&arem,  intervenit  amicus  mcus  qui- 
dam  ex  Gallia  rediens,  quern  cum  ftlutafiem, 
atque  ego  ilium,  Hie  me  de  rebus  noftris  fami~ 
Iiariter  interrogaflemus :  Tu  vero,  inquit,  vacuis  tuie  ab 
occupationibus  civilibus  intervallis,.  aut  faltem  remitten- 
tibus  negotiis  quid  agis?  Opportune,  inquam,  nam  ne  nil 
me  agere  cxiftimes,  meditor  inftauraf ioncm  philofophiae, 
ejufmodi  quae  nihil  inanis  aut  abftradti  habeat,  quaeque 
vita?  humane  conditiones  in  melius  provehat.  Honeftum 
profedto  opus,  inquit :  &  quos  focios  habes  ?  Ego  certe, 
inquam,  profcdto  nullos :  quin  nee  quenquam  habeo  quo 
cum  familiariter  de  hujufmodi  rebus  colloqui  pofiiin,  ut 
me  faltem  explicem  &  exacuam.  Dura,  inquit,  partes 
tuse  funt :  &  ftatim  addidit,  atque  tamen  fcito  haec  aliis 
curae  efle.  Turn  ego  laetatus :  guttuld,  inquam,  me  afper- 
fifti,  atque  animam  reddidifti.  Ego  enim  anum  quan~ 
dam  fatidicam  non  ita  pridem  conveni,  qu*mihij)ofcio 
quid  obmurmurans,  vaticinata  eft,  fcetum  meum  in  fo- 
litudine  periturum.  Vis,  inquit,  ut  tibi  narrem  quae  mihi 

•  Videfcripta  a  Grotero  edita,  1653.  p.  31S. 
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in  Gallia  circa  hujufmodi  ncgotium  evenerunt.  Liben- 
tiiTime,  inquam,  atque  infuper  gratiam  habebo. 

Turn  retulit  fe  Pariliis  vocatum  a  quodam  amico  fuo, 
atque  introdudlum  in  confefliim  virorum,  qualem,  in- 
quit,  vel  tu  videre  velles ;  nihil  cnim  in  vita  mihi  acci- 
dit  jucundius.  erant  aulem  circitcr  quinquaginta  viri, 
neque  ex  iis  quifquam  adolefcens,  fed  omnes  aetate  pro- 
ve&iores^  quiqu^  vultu  ipfo  dignitatem  cum  probitate 
fijiguli  pra  (e  ferrcnt.  inter  quos  aiebat  fe  cognovifle 
nonnullos  honoribus  perfun&os,  atque  alios  ex  fenatu ; 
etiam  antiftites  facrorum  infignes,  atque  ex  omni  fere 
ordine  eminentiore  aliquos ;  erant  etiam  quidam,  ut  aie- 
bat, peregrini  ex  diverfis  nationibus.  Atque  ciim  ilie 
primo  introiiflet,  invenit  eos  familiariter  inter  fe  collo- 
quentes;  fedebant  tamen  ordine  fedilibus  difpofitis,  ac 
veluti  adventum  alicujus  expe&antes. 

Neque  ita  multo  poft  ingreflus  eft  ad  eos  yir  quidam, 
afpe&us  (ut  ei  videbatur)  admodum  placidi  .&  fereni,  nifi 
quod  oris  compofitio  erat  tanquam  miferantis,  cui  cum 
omnes  afiurrexifient,  ille  circumfpiciens&  fubridens;  Nun- 
quam,  inquit,  exiftimavi  potuiffe  fieri,  utotium  omnium 
vcftrum,  cum  iingulos  recognofco,  in  unum  atque  idem 
tempus  coincideret,  idque  quomodo  evenerit,  fatis  mi- 
rari  non  poflum.  Cumque  unus  ex  coetu  refpondiflet, 
eum  ipfum  hoc  otium  illis  feciffe,  cum  quae  ab  ipfo  ex- 
pedtarent  illi  ducerent  omni  negotio  potiara :  Atque  ut 
video,  inquit,  univerfa  ilia  ja&ura  ejus  quod  hie  confu- 
metur  temporis,  quo  certe  vos  feparati  multis  mortalibus 
.profuiffetis  ad  meas  rationes  accedet.  Quod  fi  ita  eft,  vi- 
dendum  profe&o  ne  vos  diutius  morer :  fimul  confedit, 
abfque  fuggefto  aut  cathedra,  fed  ex  #quo  cum  caeteris, 
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atquc  hujufmodi  quaedam  apud  eum  confeflum  verba  fe- 
cit j  nam  aiebat,  qui  haec  narrabat,  fe  ilia  turn  excepifle, 
ut  potuit,  licet  cum  apud  fe  una  cum  illo  amico  fuo  qur 
eum  introduxerat,  ea  recognofceret,  fateretur  ea  longe 
inferiora  iis  quae  turn  difta  eflent,  vifa  efle.  Exemplum 
autem  orationis  quam  exceperat,  quod  circa  fe  habebat, 
proferebat.   lllud  ita  fcriptum  erat. 

Vos  certe,  filii,  homines  eftis  &  mortales ;  nee  condi- 
tionis  veftra  tantum  poeniteat,  fi  naturae  veftrae  fatis  me- 
mineritis.  Deus  mundi  conditor  &  veftrum,  animas  vo- 
bis  donavit  mundi  ipfius  capaces,  nee  tamen  eo  ipfb  fa- 
tiandas.  itaque  fidem  veftram  fibi  fepofuit,mundum  fenfui 
attribuit :  neutra  autem  oracula  clara  efle  voluit,  fed  in* 
voluta,  ut  vos  exerceret,  quandoquidem  excellentiam 
rerum  rependeret.  Atque  de  rebus  divinis  optima  de  vo* 
bis  fpero :  circa  humana  autem,  metuo  vobis,  ne  diutur- 
nus  error  vos  ufu  ceperit.  Exiftimo  enim  hoc  apud  vos 
penitus  credi,  vos  ftatu  uti  fcientiarum  florentc  &  bono. 
Ego  rurfus  moneo,  vos  ne  eorum  quae  habetis  aut  copiam 
aut  utilitatem  quafi  ad  magnum  aliquod  faftigium  evcdti, 
&  votorum  compotes,  aut  laboribus  perfunfti  accipiatis. 
Idque  fie  confidferate. 

Si  in  omnem  illam  fcriptorum  varietatem  qui  fcientiae 
tument  &  luxuriantur,  de  eo  quod  afferunt  interpelletis, 
&  ftrifte  &  prefle  examinetis,  ubique  reperietis  ejufdem 
rei  repetitiones  infinitas  j  verbis,  ordine,  exemplis,  atque 
illuftratione,  diverfas ;  rerum  fumma  &  pondere  ac  vera 
poteftate  praelibatas  ac  plane  iteratas ;  ut  in  pompa  pau- 
pertas  fit,  &  in  rebus  jejunis  faftidium.  Atque  fi  vobif- 
cum  familiariter  loqui  &  jocari  hac  de  re  liceat,  videtur 
doftrina  veftra   caenae   illi   hofpitis  Chalcidenfis   fimil- 
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lima,  qui  cum  interrogaretur  unde  tam  varia  venatio  ? 
refpondit,  ilia  omnia  ex  manfueto  fue  efle  fadta.  Nequc 
cnim  negabitis  univerfam  iftam  copiam,  nil  aliud  efle 
quam  portionem  quandam  philofophiae  Graecorum,  eam- 
que  certe  minime  in  faltu  aut  filvis  naturae  nutritam,  fed 
in  fcholis  &  cellis,  tanquam  animal  domefticum  fagina- 
tum.  Quod  fi  a  Graecis  iifque  paucis  abfcedatis,  quid 
tandem  habent  vel  Romani,  vel  Arabes,  vcl  noflri,  quod 
non  ab  Ariftotelis,  Platonis,  Hippocratis,  Galeni,  Eu- 
clidis,  Ptolemsi  inventis  derivetur,  aut  in  eadem  recidat? 
Itaque  videtis  in  fex  fortafle  hominum  cerebellis  6c  ani- 
inulis,  ipes  &  fortunas  veftras  fitas  efle.  Neque  vero  id- 
circo  Deus  vobis  animas  rationales  indidit,  ut  fuas  partes, 
(fidem  fcilicet  veftram  quae  divinis  debetur)  hominibus 
deferred* :  oeque  fenfus  informationem  firmam  &  vali- 
dam  attribuit,  ut  paucorum  hominum  opera,  fed  ut  fua 
demum  opera,  caelum  &  terram,  contemplaremini ;  lau- 
des  fuas  celebrantes,  &  hymnum  authori  veftro  canentes, 
iis  eciam  viris,  £  placet,  (nihil  enim  obftat)  in  chorum 
accept  is, 

Quin  etiam  iila  ipfa  do&rina,  ufu  veftra,  origine 
Graeca,  quae  tanta  pompa  incedit,  quou  pars  fuit  ilia 
fapientiat  Graecorum  ?  Ea  enim  varia  fuit  -,  varietas  au- 
tem  ut  verkati  non  acquiefcit,  ita  nee  errorem  figit,  fed 
ad  veritatem  eft  inftar  iridis  ad  folem,  quae  omnium  ima- 
ginum  eft  maxime  infirma,  &  quafl  deperdita,  fed  ta- 
men  imago.  Verum  &  hanc  quoque  varietatem  nobis  ex- 
tinxit  (Graecu6  &  ipfe)  Ariftoteles :  credo,  ut  difcipuli  res 
geftas  aequaret  Atque  difcipuli  praeconium  (fi  rede  me- 
mini)  tak  celebratur : 

Falix 
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Felix  t  err  arum  prccdo,  non  utile  mundo 
Editus  exemplum%  terras  tot  pojfe  fub  uno 
EJfe  viro. 

An  &  magifter,  felix  do&rinae  praedo  ?  Acerbe  illud, 
fed  quae  fequuntur  optima.  Nullo  enim  modo  ille  utilis 
rebus  humanis,  qui  tot  egregia  ingenia,  tot,  inquam,  li- 
bera capita  in  fervitutem  redegerit.  Itaque,  filii,  de  copia 
veftra  audiftis  quam  ar&a,  quam  ad  paucos  redadta. 
Divitiae  enim  veftrae  funt  paucorum  cenfus.  De  utilitate 
jam  attendite. 

Atque  tandem  aditum  ad  mentes  &  fenfus  veftros,  non 
dicam  impetrabimus  (vos  enim  benevoli)  fed  ftruemus 
aut  machinabimur,  res  fiquidem  difficilis.  Quo  fomite, 
qua  accenfione  lumen  nobis  innatum  excitabimus,  idque 
a  praeftigiis  luminis  adventitii  &  infufi  liberabimus  ? 
Quo  modo,  inquam,  nos  vobis  dabimus,  ut  vos  vobis 
reddamus  ?  Infinita  prajudicia  fafta  funt,  opiniones  hau- 
ftae,  receptee,  fparfe.  Theologi  multa  e  philofophia  ifta 
fiia  fecerunt,  &  fpeculativam  quandam  ab  utraque  do- 
dtrina  coagmentatam  condiderunt.  Viri  civiles,  qui  ad  exi- 
ftimationis  fuae  frudhim  pertinere  putant,  ut  dofti  ha- 
beantur,  multa  ubique  ex  eadem  fcriptis  fuis  &  oration i- 
bus  infpergunt.  Etiam  voces,  filii,  &  verba  ex  didtamine 
ejufdem  philofophiae,  &  fecundum  ejus  praefcripta  &  pla- 
cita,  appofite  confi&a  funt,  adeo  ut  fimul  ac  loqui  didi- 
ceritis  (felicem  dicam  an  infelicem)  hanc  errorum  Ca- 
balam  haurire  &  imbibere  necefle  fuerit.  Neque  hxc 
tantum  confenfu  fingulorum  firmata,  fed  &  inftitutis  aca- 
demiarum,  collegiorum,  ordinum,  fere  rerumpublicarum 
veluti  fancita  eft 

Q^q  q  Huic 
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Huic  itaque  jam  fubito  renunciabitis  ?  id  ne  fumus  vo- 
bis authores?   Atqui  ego,  filii,  hoc  non  poftulo,  nequc 
hujufmodi  philofophiae  veftrae  frudtus  moror,  aut  cos  vo- 
bis  interdico,  neque  in  folitudinem  aliquam  vos  abripram. 
Utimini  philofophia  quam  habetis,  difputationes  veftras 
ex  ejus  uberibus  alite,  fermones  ornate,  graviores  apud 
vulgus  hominum  hoc  ipfo  nomine  eftote.     Neque  enim 
philofophia  vera  ad  haec  multum  utilis  vobis  erit :   non 
praefto  eft,  nee  in  tranfitu  capitur,  nee  ex  pranotionibus 
intelledui  blanditur,  non  ad  vulgi  captum  (nifi  per  uti- 
litatem  &  opera)  defcendit.    Servate  itaque  &  illam  alte- 
ram, &  prout  commodum  vobis  erit,   adhibete  :   atque 
aliter  cum  natura,  aliter  cum  populo  negotiamini.  Nemo 
enim  eft  qui  plus  multo  quam  alius  quis  intelligit,  qutn 
ad  minus  intelligentem,   tanquam  perfonatus  fit,   ut  fe 
exuat,  alteri  det   Verum  illud  vos  familiariter  pro  more 
noftro  moneo,  Habete  Laidem  dummodo  a  Laide  non  ha- 
bcamini.    Judicium  fuftinete,  aliis  vos  date,  non  dedite; 
8c  vos  melioribus  fervate.  Atque  videmur  minus  quiddam 
vobis  imponere,  quod  haec  quae  in  manibus  habetis,  ufu 
vobis  &  honore  manebunt :  ideoque  aequiore  animo  paf- 
furi  eftis,  eadem  de  veritate  &  utiiitate  in  dubium  vo- 
cari. 

Verum  etiamfi  vos  optime  animati  effetis,  ut  quaecun- 
que  ha&enus  didiciftis  aut  credidiftis,  fpretis  opinionibus, 
ac  etiam  rationibus  veftris  privatis,  vel  hoc  ipfo  loco  de- 
pofituri  fitis,  modo  de  veritate  vobis  conftaret;  attamen 
hac  quoque  ex  parte  haeremus :  neque  habemus  fere  quo 
bos  vertamus;  ut  fidem  vobis  rei  tam  inopinatne  &  novas 
faciamus.  Certe  difputationis  lex  penitus  fublata  eft,  cum 
de  principiis  nobis  vobifciyn  non  conveniat.    Etiam  fpes 
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ejufdem  praecifa  eft,  quia  de  demonftrationibus  quae  nunc 
in  ufu  funt,  dubitatio  injedla  eft,  atque  accufatio  fuf- 
cepta,  Atque  hoc  animorum  ftatu  Veritas  ipfa  vobis  non 
tuto  commktitur.  Itaque  intelledtus  vefter  praeparandus 
antequam  docendus,  animi  fanandi  antequam  exercendi 
funt,  area  denique  purganda  antequam  inaedificanda :  at- 
que ad  hunc  finem  hoc  tempore  conveniftis.  Qua  igitur 
induftria  aut  commoditate  hoc  negotium  difcutiemus  aut 
agemus  ?    Non  defperandum. 

Ineft  profedto,  filii,  animae  humanas  utcunque  occu- 
patae  &  obfeflae,  aliqua  pars  intellcdhis  pura  &  veritatis 
hofpita :  eftque  ad  earn  aliqua  molli  clivo  orbita  dedu- 
cens.  Agite,  filii,  vos  &  ego  viros  do&os,  fi  quid  in  hoc 
genere  fumus,  exuamus;  &  faciamus  nos  tanquam  aliquos 
e  plehe ;  6c  omiffis  rebus  ipfis,  ex  fignis  quibufdam  ex- 
ternis  conjedturas  capiamus.  Haec  enkn  faltem  nobis 
cum  hominibus  communia  funt. 

Do&riixa  veftra,  ut  di&um  eft,  fluxit  a  Grcecis.  Qualis 
natio  ?  Nil  mihi  rei  cum  convitio  eft,  filii ;  itaque  quae 
de  ea  di£ta  funt  ab  aliis,  nee  repetam,  nee  imitabor. 
Tantum  dico  earn  nationem  fuifle  Temper  ingenio  prae* 
properam,  more  profeflbriam,  quae  duo  fapientiae  &  veri- 
tati  funt  inimiciflima.  Nee  praeterire  fas  eft  verba  fa- 
cerdotis  iEgyptii,  prafertim  ad  virum  6  Grarcia  excellen- 
tem  prolata,  ab  authore  etiam  nobili  e  Graecia  relata.  Is 
facerdos  certe  verus  vates  fuit  cum  diceret,  Vos  Graci 
femper  pueri.  Annon  bene  divinatum  eft  ?  veriffime 
certe,  Graecos  pueros  aeternos  efle :  idque  non  tantum  in 
hiftoria  &  rerum  memoria,  fed  multo  magis  in  rerum 
contemplatione.  Quid  ni  enim  fit  inftar  pueritiae  ea  phi- 
lofophia,  quae  garrire  &  caufari  noverit,  generare  &  pro- 
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creare  non  poffit :  difputationibus  incpta,  operibro  ina- 
nis?  Memen tote  ergo,  (ut  ait  prophcta)  rupis  ex  qua 
cxcifi  eftis,  &  de  natione  cujus  authoritatem  fequimini, 
quod  Graeca  fit,  interdum  cogitate. 

Sequitur  temporis  nota,   qua  philofophia  ifta  veftra  . 
nata  eft  &  prodiit.   jEtas  erat*  filii,  cum  ilia  condita  fiiirr 
fabulis  vicina>  hiftoriae  egena,  peregrinationibus  &  no- 
titia  orbis  parum  informata  aut  illuftrata,   quaeque  nee 
antiquitatis  venerationem,  nee  temporum  recentium  co- 
piam  habebat,  fed  utraque  dignitate  &  prarogativa  care- 
bat.     Etenim  antiquis  temporibus  credere  licet  fuifle  di- 
vinos  viros  qui  altiora  quam  pro  hominum  communi 
conditione  faperent.    Noftram  >autem  aetatem,  fateri  ne- 
cefle  eft,  prae  ilia  de  qua  loquimur  (ut  taceam  ingenio- 
rum  6c  meditationum  frudus  6c  labores)  etiam  duorum 
fere  mille  annorum  eventis  &  experientia,  6c  duarum  ter- 
tiarum  orbis  notitia  audam  efle.     Itaque  videte  quam 
angufte  habitaverint ,   vel  potius  conclufa  fuerint  iilius 
aetatis  ingenia,  fi  rem  vel  per  tempora,  vel  per  regiones 
computetis.    Nequt  enim  mille  annorum  hiftoriam,  quae 
digna  hiftoriae  nomine  (it,  habebant;  fed  fabulas  &  fomnia. 
Regionum  vero  traduumque  mundi  quotam  partem  no- 
verant,    cum  omnes  hyperboreos  Scythas ;   omnes  occi- 
dentales^Cdtas^  indiftindte  appellarent;  nil  in  Africa  ultra* 
citimam  /Ethiopian  partem>   nil  in  Afia  ultra  Gangem, 
multo  minus  novi  orbis  provincias,  ne  per  auditum  fane 
aut  fama  noflent ;  imo  6c  plurima  elimata  6c  zonas,  qui- 
bus  populi  infiniti  fpirant  6c  degunt,  tanquam  inhabita- 
biles  ab  illis^pronunciatae  fint  ?  quinetiam  peregrinationes 
Democriti,   Platonis,  Pythagorae,   non  longinquae  pro- 
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fedo,  fed  pbtkis  fuburboiw,  tit  magrtlxm  aU^d  celc-' 
bnintur.  -     >  j  :■"   ^'f- '  r^.L.::  <■■■  ;  -.iijl:-::-.    i  -*rr 

Atque  experientia,  filii,  ut  acjua,  quo  laflgior  eft,  efl* 
minus  corrumpitur.  Noftris  autcm  temporibus  (ut  fchis) 
occanus  finus  laxavit,  &  nttvi  orbefc  ptettfere,1  te'viteff? 
orbis  extrcma  undique  innotefctfnt,  idque  diftihifte  icl 
proprie.  Itaquc  ex  atatis  &  temporis'  ftatora;  veluti1 5&r 
nativitate  &  genitura  philofophise  veftrae,  nil  magni  d& 
ea  Chaldaei  praedixerint  ? 

De  hominibus  videamus.  Qua  ft*1  re  dp&nrd  lato  hot* 
fie,  (neque  id  artificio  aliquo  nbftro  lautitaft  eft,  -  fed  ipfaT 
res  hoc  non  folum  patitur,  verum  etiam  poftolat)  ut  & 
illis  honor  fervetur,  &  nos  modeftiam  noftram  tueri  8c 
retinere  poflimus,  &  ta$ien  fidem  liberare.  Nos  enim; 
filii,  nee  invidise  nee  ja&antke1  ilobfe  confeii  fumufey  hec 
de  ingenii  palma,  nee  de  pkcltorum  regno  contendimusr 
longe  alia  noftra  ratio  eft,  &  finis,  hocque  mox  aperie~ 
tur.  Itaque  antiquorum  ingeniis,  excellent!*,  facultati, 
nihil  detrahimus,:  fedgeneri  ipfi,  vise,  inftituto;  authori- 
tati,  placitis,  neceffario  derogamus.  Immenfum  enim  eft;: 
quantum  fcientiarum  progrefliim  deprimant,  atque  opinio 
copiae  Inter  maximas  caufas  inopiae  reperitur. 

Atque  duo  funt  viri,  filii,  quorum  placita'  ex  fibrisr 
eorum  propriis  haurire  licet.  Pteto  &  Ariftdtiiles :  uti- 
nam  illud  &  reliquorum  nonnullis  contigiflet.  Scd  Ari- 
ftotelcs,  Othomanriorum  more,  regnare  fe  no'it  protliifU?" 
exiftimavit,  nifi  fratres  tfucidaflet.  Idque  ei  non  ftatim 
fane,  fed  poftea  ex  voto  nimis  felicker  fuccefiit.  De  hiis 
itaque  duobus  pauca  dicere  inftitUimu9.  Xenophkmterir 
autem  tertium  non  adjimgimus,  fuavem  fcriptorertv  &  v?- 
rum  excellcntem.     Verum  cum  illi*  qui  pliilofophiartir 
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noil  tanquam  provinciam  laboriofam  &  folicitam  ftifcc- 
jSfuifo  t^Uis  ne^  piujturp  rei  eft.  f  ■ .  . 
^/Itaque  ho$  duos  yi«^i  Platgtntfpa  .&  Ariftotelem,  fi 
qui^jntgr,  m^ii|»»m^^iu^  ingeni*  aon  aumeret*  aut 
mjnus  perfpjcit),  a^t  nxkujs  aequus  §ft.  Iflgenia  cens  il- 
199^  capapia,  g<^^  J^lpliin^  &(Ltsu»ea  vidtedum 
primo,  cujus  generis  phjjofophantkim  confer i  poflioj;.  In- 
venio  enim  tria  genera  apud  Graecos  eorum  qui  philofo- 
phiae  qikoreS;  J^feiti  fi#t.  Primum  e?^t  Sophiftafum*  qui 
per  phirimas>  agitates  «d(tit#ta  pro^Q-ipnei,  &  per  fingu- 
las  manfitantes>  adplefgeates  recepta  i$ercede,  fapientia 
iqabuere  profefli  funt,  quales  fuere  Gorgias,  Protagoras, 
Hippk$$,  ^uosJPljrt&^bique  exagUM*  &  fere  in  qomcediae 
morenx.^ckndenjd^  f«fOpin%t  neque  enioj  h»  rb^ tores 
tantojn  erant,  aut  pr^tiquuni  <?onfcriptores^  fed  uaivesfa- 
lem  rerum  notitianpi  fibi  arrogabant.  Secundum  erat  eo- 
rum  qui  majore  faftu  &  opinione,  locig  certis  &  fedibus 
fixis,  fpbolas  aperiebajn,  atque  placita  &  fedtam  conden- 
tes  aut  excipientes,  auditores,  fe£tetorcs>  fucccflbres  in-, 
fuper  habebant.  ex  quo  genere  erant  Plato,  Ariftoteles* 
Zeno,  Epicurus,  nam  Pythagoras  etiam  auditores  traxit, 
&  fedtam  conflituit,  fed  traditionum  potius  quam  diipu- 
tationum  plenum,  &  fuperftitioni  quam  philofophiae  pro- 
piorem.  Tertium  autem  genus  erant  eorum,  qui  re- 
mote ftrepitij  &  pornpa  profefibria,  ferio  verit&tis.inqui- 
fitioni,  &  rerum  contemplationi  dediti,  (&  tanquam  En- 
dymion)  folitarii,  &  quafi  fopiti,  fibi  philofophabantur ; 
aut  adhibkis  paucis,  (quibus  idem  ampr  erat)  in  collo- 
qi^iorum  iuavitatepi  deftiijata  perficiebant :  ■  neque  Ga- 
lateae  more,  cujus  lufus  in  undis,  difputationum  procellis 
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fe  obleftabant.  atquft  tates  fbftre  Eihpedocles,  Hetecli- 
tusy  Democrittis,  Anaxagdras,  Parmenides.  neque  enim 
repcrictis  ho*  fcholas  aperiiifle,  fed  tandem  fpeCulatio- 
nes  &  inreftta  fua  in  fcripfa  redegifle,  &  pofteris  tranf- 
mifilTe. 

Nunc  autem  vidctis  certe*  filii,  qui  res  agatuf .  Ego 
enim  duo  prima  genera  (utcunque  fe  invic&h  obnegent 
&  profcindaftt)  tameft  natural  tti  ipfms,  C6ftnexa  tffe 
ftatuo.  Itaque  nori  haefitabo  apud  vbs  dicefe,  me  locutn 
Platoni  &  Ariftotett  triblierc  into  Sophiftas :  fed  tan* 
quam  ordinis  emettd#i  &  f  eforfnati.  feandem  enim  tttA 
prorfus  video.  Abcrat  fortafle  loci  mutatio  &  ciittutt- 
curfatio,  &  mercedis  indSgtikas,  &  irtepta  dfteritktio :  at- 
que  lucet  in  illi*  cbrte  quiddam  fafcftftkrl  &  riobilius; 
fed  aderant  fchoto^  auditor,  fe&ar.  -Ittqtte  gfehta*'  ipfurii* 
profe&o  cernitis.  Jam  veft*  <fe  viris  ipfis  aliquid  fepara- 
tim  dicamuBy  inftitutum  fetfvantes,  ut  miflis  rebus,  ex 
(ignis  conjiciamus* 

Itaque  ab  AriftSffekif  cKoriH  memoriairi  veftfarti,  filii, : 
teftamur,  fi  in  phyfid*  ejtifr  &  ifietaphyficifc,  ribn  fepW 
diale&icaa  quam  natural  voces  audiatSs.  Quid  eiiifri  fo- 
lidi  ab  eo  fperari  poffit  qui  muttdum  tanquam  e  categb- 
riis  eflfecerit  ?  qui  negdtiuta  materia  &  vacti^  &  ririta- 
tis  &  denfitatis  per  diftin&iondm  a<fttt&  &  potential  trart- 
fegerit  ?  qui  animae  genus  non  multo  melius  quam  ex 
vocibus  fecundafc  intentioriisr  fribuerit  ?  Verum  haec  ad  res 
ipfas  penetrant.  Itaque  ab  hujufmodi  fermone  abfiften- 
dum.  Nam  cum  confutationem  jufltam  inftitiiere  imme- 
moris  plane  fit :  ita  &  opinionesf  tanti  httmini*  pW  faty- 
ram  perftringere  fuperbum  forct.  Signa  auteirt  in:  illo 
non  bona,  quod  ingenium  incitatum  &  fe  proripiens;  neo 

i  aliens 
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aliens  <pgitationi*  ncc  propriaeiferc  patiens,  quod  quae- 
ftionum  artifex,  quod  contradidionibus  continuus,  quod 
antiquitati  infeftus  &  infultans,  quod  quaefita  obfcuritas 
eft;  alia  plurima,  quae  omnia  magifterium  fapiunt,  non 
inquifitionem  veritatis. 

Quod.fi  quis  ad  haec,  cenfuram  rem  proclivem  for- 
taiTe  efle,  illud  interim  conftare,  poft  Ariftotelis  opera 
edita,  pk^aque  antiquprum  veluti  deferta  exolevifle : 
a^)rud  tempora  autem  quae  fequuta  fttnt,  nil  melius  in- 
ysntumefle:  magnum  itaque  virum  Ariftotelem,  qui  u- 
trumque  tenapus  ad  fe  traxerit :  atque  verifimile  efle  phi- 
lofophiam  in  co  ipfo  tanquam  fedes  fixas  pofuifle,  ut  nihil 
reftet  nifiut  confervetur  &  ornetun  Ego,  filii,  cogita- 
tionem  .June  efle  exiftimp  hpminis  vel  imperiti,  vel  par- 
t&usinfedti, vdUdefidi^.'  Eft,  enim  (ut  dick  fcriptura) 
defidia  quaedam,  quae  fibi  prudens  videtur  &  feptemplici 
rationum  pondere  gravior.  Atque  proculdiibio  (fi  verum 
omnino  dicendum  eft)  ifta  defidia  hujus  opinionis  inve- 
nietur  pars  yel  maxima  *  dum  bumanae  naturae  ingenita 
iiiperbia  vitiis  propriis  non  folum  jgnofceps,  verum  etiam 
cultum  quendam  prophanum  attribuens;  laborum  &  in- 
quirendi  &  experiendi  fugam,  pro  ea  quae  prudentiae 
comes  fit  diffidentia,  veneretur :  neque  ita  multo  poft  fo- 
cordia  fingulorum  judicium  &  authoritatem  univerforum 
repraefentet  &  effingat, 

\  Nos  vero  primo  illud  interrogamus.  An  ob  illud  vir 
magnus  Ariftoteles,    quod   utrumque    tempus    traxerit? 

|C?rte  magnus :  Itane  ?  At  non  major  quam  impoftorum 
maximus.  Impoftura  enim,  atque  adeo  principis  impo- 
fturae,  Antichrifti,  haec  praerogativa  fingularis  eft.  Veni 
(inquit  Veritas  ipfa)  in  nomine  patris  mei,  nee  recipitis 


me, 


Redargutio  Philofophiarum.         489 

me:  Ji  quis  venerit  nomine  fuoy  eum  recipietis.  Audiftifiie 
filii  ?  fenfu  non  proprio  certe,  fed  pio  &  vero,  qui  in 
nomine  paternitatis  aut  antiquitatis  venerit,  non  recep- 
tum  iri,  qui  autem  priora  profternendo,  deftruendo,  au- 
thoritatem  fibi  ufurpaverit,  &  in  nomine  proprio  venerit, 
eum  homines  fequi.  Atque  fi  quis  unquam  in  philofo- 
phia  in  nomine  proprio  venit,  is  eft  Ariftoteles,  per  om- 
nia fibi  author,  quique  antiquitatem  ita  defpexit,  ut  n£- 
minem  ex  antiquis  vel  nominare  fere  dignetur,  nifi  ad 
eonfutationem  &  opprobrium.  Quin  &  difertis  verbis  di- 
cere  non  erubefcit  (bene  ominatus  certe  etiam  in  male- 
dido)  verifimile  efle  majores  noftros  ex  terra  aliqua  aut 
limo  procreatos  fuifle,  ut  ex  opinionibus  &  inftitutis 
eorum  ftupidis,  &  vere  terreis  conjicere  licet. 

Neque  tamen  illud  verum  eft,  antiquorum  philofo- 
rum  opera,  poftquam  Ariftoteles  de  iis  ex  author itate  pro- 
pria triumphaflet,  ftatim  extin&a  fuifle.  Videmus  enim 
qualis  fuerit  opinio  de  prudentia  Democriti  poft  C»fa«p 
rum  tempora, 

Cujus  prudentia  monjtrat, 
Magnos  pojfe  viros,  &  magna  exempla  daturos, 
Verve  cum  in  patriay  crajfoque  fub  acre  nafci. 

Atque  fatis  conftac  fub  tempora  excultiora  imperii  Ro- 
mani,  plurimos  antiquorum  Graecorum  libros  incolumes 
manfifle.  Neque  enim  tantum  potuiflet  Ariftoteles  (licet 
voluntas  ei  non  defuerit)  ut  ea  deleret,  nifi  Attila  & 
Genfcricus  &  Gothi  ei  in  hac  re  adjutores  fuiflent  Turn 
enim  poftquam  dodrina  humana  naufragium  perpefla 
efiet,  tabula  ifta  Ariftotelicae  philofophiae  unquam  ma- 
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teriae  alicujus  levioris  &  minus  folidae  fervata  eft,  &  ex- 
tindtis  aemulis  recepta. 

At  quod  de  confenfu  homines  fibi  fingunt,  id  ftc  infi- 
dum  &  infirmum  eft.  An  vos,  filii,  temporis  partus  ha- 
betis  numeratos  &  defcriptos  in  faftis,  eos  inquam  qui 
perierunt,  latuerunt,  aut  aliis  orbis  partibus  innotuerunt? 
An  &  abortus  qui  nunquam  in  lucem  editi  funt  ?  Itaque 
definant  homines  anguftias  fuas  mundo  &  faeculis  attri- 
buere  &  imponere.  Quid  fi  de  fufFragiis  ipfis  litem  mo- 
veamus,  &  negemus  verum  &  legitimum  confenfum  efle, 
cum  homines  addidti  credunt,  non  perfuafi  judicant  ? 
Tranfierunt,  filii,  ab  ignorantia  in  praejudicium :  haec  de- 
mum  eft  ilia  coitio  potius  quam  confenfus.  Poftremo,  fi 
de  ifto  confenfu  non  diffiteamur,  fed  eum  ipfum  ut  fuf- 
pedtum  rejiciamus,  an  nos  inter  morbum  iftum  animo- 
rum  graflantem  &  epidemicum  fanitatis  poenitebit  ?  Pef- 
fimum  certe,  filii,  omnium  augurium  eft  de  confenfu  in 
rebus  intelledtualibus,  exceptis  divinis,  cum  Veritas  de- 
fcendit  coelitiis.  Nihil  enim  multis  placet,  nifi  aut  ima- 
ginationem  feriat,  ut  fuperftitio,  aut  notiones  vulgares, 
ut  dodlrina  fophiftarum  :  tantumque  confenfus  ifte  a 
vera  &  folida  authoritate  abeft,  ut  etiam  violentam  prae- 
fumptionem  inducat  in  contrarium.  Optime  enim  Grae- 
cus  ille,  Quid  peccavi  ?  cum  complauderent. 

Quod  fi  is  eflet  vir  qui  putatur  efle  Ariftoteles,  tamen 
nullo  modo  vobis  author  fim,  ut  unius  hominis  cogitata 
&  placita  inftar  oraculi  recipiatis.  Quae  enim,  filii,  eft 
ifta  voluntaria  fervitus  ?  tantone  auditoribus  monachi  il- 
lius  ethnici  deteriores  eftis  ?  ut  illi  fuum,  ipfe  dixit,  port 
feptennium  deponerent,   vos  illud  poft  annos  bis  mille 
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retineatis?  Atque  nee  iftum  ipfum  praeclarum  authoretn 
habuifletis,  fi  antiquitatis  ftudium  valuifletj  &  tamen 
eadem  in  ilium  lege  &  conditione  uti  veremini.  Quin  fi 
me  audietis,#  didtaturam  iftam  non  modo  huic  homini, 
fed  &  cuivis  mortalium  qui  funt,  qui  erunt  in  perpetuum 
negabitis  j  atque  homines  in  redle  inventis  fequemini ;  ut 
videntes  lucem,  non  in  omnibus  promifcue,  ut  caeci  du- 
cem.  Neque  certe  vos  virium  poeniteat,  fi  experiamini : 
neque  enim  Ariftotele  in  fingulis,  licet  forte  in  omnibus 
inferiores  eftis.  atque  quod  caput  rei  eft,  una  certe  re  il- 
ium longc  fuperatis,  exemplis  videlicet,  &  experimentis 
&  monitis  temporis.  Nam  ut  ille  (quod  narrant)  librum 
confecerit,  in  quo  ducentarum  quinquaginta  quinque  ci- 
vitatum  leges  &  inftituta  collegeriti  tamen  non  dubito 
quin  unius  reipublicae  Romans  mores  &  exempki  phis 
ad  prudentiam  &  militarem  &  civikm  contulerint,  quam 
omnia  ilia.  Sim  ilia  etiam  &  in  naturali  philofophia  c- 
venerunt.  Itane  vero  animati  eftis,  ut  non  tantum  dotes 
veftras  proprias,  fed  etiam  temporis  dona  projiciatis? 
Itaque  vindicate  vos  tandem,  &  vos  rebus  addite,  neque 
accefiio  unius  hominis  eftote. 

De  Platone  vero  ea  noftra  fententia  eft;  ilium,  licet  ad 
rempublicam  non  accefllflet,  fed  a  rebus  civilibus  admi*- 
niftrandis  quodammodo  refugiflet  propter  temporum 
perturbationes,  tamen  natura  &  inclinatione  omnino  ad 
res  civiles  propenfum,  vires  eo  precipue  intendific ;  ne- 
que de  philofophia  naturali  admodum  follicitum  fuifle ; 
nifi  quatenus  ad  philofophi  nomen  6c  celebritatem  tuen- 
dam,  &  ad  majeftatem  quandam  moralibus  &  civilibus 
do&rinis  addendam  &  afpergendam  fufficeret.  Ex  quo 
fit,  ut  qux  de  natura  fcripfit,  nil  firmitudinis  habeant 
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Quinetiam  naturam  theologia,  non  minus  quam  Arifto- 
teles  diale&ica  infecit  &  corrupit.  Optima  autem  in  ea 
figna  (fi  caetera  confenfiflent)  quod  &  formarum  cogni- 
tionem  ambiret,  &  indu&ione  per  omnia,  .non  tantum 
ad  principia,  fed  etiam  ad  medias  propofitibnes  utcretur : 
licet  6c  haec  ipfa  duo  vere  divina,  6c  ob  quae  nomen  di- 
vini  non  dico  tulit  fed  meruit,  corruperit  6c  inutilia  red- 
diderit,  dum  6c  formas  abftra<5tas  prenfaret,  6c  indu&io- 
nis  materiam  tantum  ex  rebus  obviis  6c  vulgaribus  defu- 
meret :  quod  hujufmodi  fcilicet  exempla  (quia  notiora) 
difputationibus  potius  convenirent.  Itaque  cum  ei  dili- 
gens  naturalium  rerum  contemplatio  6c  obfervatio  de- 
efiet,  quae  unica  philofophiae  materia  eft,  nil  minim  fi 
nee  ingenium  ahum,  nee  modus  inquifitionis  felix  mag- 
nopere  profecerint.  Verum  nos  ex  fignorum  confidera- 
tione,  nefcio  quo  modo  in  res  ipfas  prolabimur:  non 
enim  facile  feparari  pofliint,  neque  ea  ingrata  vobis  au- 
ditu  fuiffe  arbitramur. 

Quin  etiam  fortafle  6c  illud  infuper  fcire  vultis  quid 
de  reliquis  illis  fentiamus,  qui  alienis,  non  propriis  fcrip*- 
tis  nobis  noti  funt,  Pythagora,  Empedocle,  Heraclito, 
Anaxagora,  Democrito,  Parmenide,  aliis.  Atque  hac  de 
re,  filii,  nil  reticebimus,  fed  animi  noftri  fenfum  inte- 
grum 6c  fincerum  vobis  aperiemus.  Scitotc  itaque,  nos 
fumma  cum  diligentia  6s  cura  omnes  vel  tenuiffimas  au- 
ras circa  horum  virorum  opiniones  6c  placita  captaflfe-: 
ut  quicquid  de  illis  vel  dum  ab  Ariftotele  confutantur, 
vel  dum  a  Platone  6c  Cicerone  citantur,  vel  in  Plutarchi 
fafciculo,  vel  in  Laertii  vitis,  vel  in  Lucretii  poemate, 
vel  in  aliquibus  fragments,  vel  in  quavis  alia  fparfa  me- 
moria  6c  mentione,  inveniri  poffit,  evolverimus,  neque 
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curfim  aut  contemptim,  fed  cum  fide  &  deliberatione 
examinaverimus.  Atque  dubium  profedto  non  eft,  quin 
fi  op  in  i  ones  eorum,  quas  nunc  per  internuncios  quofdam 
minime  fidos  folummodo  habemus,  in  propriis  extarent 
operibus,  ut  eas  ex  ipfis  fontibus  haurire  liceret,  majo* 
rem  firmitudinem  habiturae  fuhTent;  cum  tfaeoriarum 
vires  in  apta  &  fe  mutuo  fuftinente  partium  harmonia  & 
quadam  in  orbem  demonftratione  confiftant,  ideoque  per 
partes  traditae  infirmae  fint. 

Neque  negamus  nos  reperire  inter  placita  tam  varia; 
haud  pauca  in  contemplatione  naturae  8c  caufarum  aflig* 
natione  non  indiligenter  notata.  Alios  autem  in  aiiis  (ill 
fere  fieri  folet)  conftat  feliciores  fuiffe.  Quod  fi  cum 
Ariftotele  conferantur,  plane  cenfemus  fuifle  ex  iis  non~ 
nullos  qui  in  multis  Ariftotele  longe  &  acutius  &  altiui 
in  naturam  penetraverint,  quod  fieri  necefle  foit,  cum 
experientiae  cultores  magis  religiofi  fuerint,  pnefertim  De^ 
mocritus,  qui  ob  naturae  peritiam  etiam  magus  habitus 
eft.  Veruntamen  nobis  necefle  eft,  fi  fimpliciter  &  abs- 
que perfona  vobifcum  agere  ftat  decretum ;  nomina  ifia 
magna,  brevi  admodam  fententia  tranfrhittere :  efle  ni* 
mirum  hujufmodi  philbfophorum  placita  ac  theorias,  ve* 
luti  diverfarum  fabularum  in  theatro  argumenta,  in  quan* 
dam  veri  fimilitudinem,  alia  elegantius,  alia  negligentius 
aut  craflius  confi&a ;  atque  habere  quod  fabularum  pro* 
prium  eft,  ut  veris  interdum  narrationibus  concinniorar 
&  commodiora  videantur :  &  qualia  quis  libentius  ere- 
deret.  Sane  cum  ifti  famae  &  opinioni  tanquam  fcenae  • 
minus  fervirent  quam  Ariftoteles  &  Plato  &  reliqui  c 
fcholis,  puriores  fiiere  ab  often tatibne  &  impoftarS,  atque 
eo  nomine  faniores  j  cartera  fimiles  erant,  Una  enim  quafi 
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pavis  philofophiae  Graecorum  videtur,  atquc  errors  di- 
verfi,  caufe  errandi  communes. 

Quinetiam  nobis  minime  dubium  eft,  fi  penes  popu- 
lum  &  civitates  liberas  res  manftflent,  fieri  non  potuifle 
ut  human*  ingenii  peregrinationes  popularibus  auris  velifi- 
cantes,  utcunque  inter  tarn  numerofa  &  varia  tbcoriarum 
commenta  fe  fiftere  aut  continere  potuiflent.  Quemad- 
modum  enim  in  ajftronomicis,  &  iis  quibus  terram  ro- 
tari  placet,  &  eis  qui  per  veterem  conftru&ionem  tenue- 
rint,  phaenomenorum  in  coelis  patrocinia  aequa  funt :  quin 
&  tabulamm  calculi  utrifque  refpondent :  eodem  modo, 
ax:  multo  etiam  facilius  eft  in  naturali  philofophia  com- 
pares theorias  cxcogitare  inter  fe  multum  differentes, 
'  fed  taroen  fingulas  fibi  conftantes,  &  experientiain  &; 
prae&rtin*  inftantias  vulgares  quae  in  quaeftionibus  philo- 
ipphicis  (ut  nunc  fit)  judicia  exercere  folent,  in  diverfum 
trabeates  &  pro  teftibus  citantes. 

Neque  enim  defuerunt  etiam  noftra  state,  in  noftris 
iiquani  frigidis  praecordiis  atque  tempore  quo  res  reli- 
gpnjus  ingenia  confixmferint,  qui  novas  philofophiae  na- 
turalis  fabricas  meditati  funt.  Nam  Tilefius  ex  Confentia 
fcenam  confcendit  &  novam  fabulam  egit,  argumento 
profefto  magjLs  probabilem  quam  plaufu  celebrem.  Et 
QUbertus  ex  Anglia,  cum  naturam  magnetis  laboriofif- 
fittte  &  magna  inquifitionis  firmitudine  &  conftantia,  nec- 
N  non  experimentoruixL  magno  comitatu  &  fere  agmine 

perfcrutatus  eflet,  ftatim  imminebat  &  ipfe  novae  philo- 
ibphiae  condendse,  nee  Xenophanis  nomen  in  Xenoma- 
nem  per  ludibrium  verfum  expavit,  in  cujus  fententiam 
inclinabat    Quin  &  Fracaftorius,  licet  fedtam  non  con- 
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diderit,  tamen  libertate  judicii  honeftc  ufus  eft ;  eadertt 
aufus  eft  Cardanus,  fed  levior, 

Atque  exiftirr.o,  niii,  vos  ad  iftam  quam  ex  nobis  au- 
ditis,  tarn  latam  &  gencralem  opinionum  &  authoram. 
rejedtionem  obftupefcere.  Licet  enim  de  nobis  bene  exi- 
ftimetis,  tamen  vereri  videmini,  ut  invidiam  hujufce  rei 
nobifcuih  una  fuftinere  poffitis.  Quin  &  ipfi  (credo)  mi- 
remini  &  animi  pendetis,  quorfiim  res  hsec  evafura  fit, 
&  quam  tandem  conditionem  vobis  afferamus.  Itaque 
diutius  fufpenfos  vos  non  tenebimus :  atque  fimul  &  vos 
admiratione,  &  nos  invidia,  ut  fperamus,  nifi  admodum 
iniqua  fuerit,  exolvemus.  Atque  meminiftis  profefto  e- 
tiam  ab  initio  nos  tale  quiddam  fignificafle.  Antiquis* 
non  certe  authoritatem  &  fidem  (id  enim  pernitiofom ) 
fed  honorem  ac  reverentiam  intafta  &  imrttimrta  fore; 
tametfi  poflemus  pro  jure  noftro,  neque  eo  ipfb  alio, 
quam  omnium,  fi  quid  apud  eos  non  rede  mvetitum  axrt 
pofitum  fit,  id  reprehendere  aut  notare.  Sed  res  ipfe. 
hoc  non  poftulat,  fato  quodam  tit  arbitramur  ad  invi- 
diam &  contradi&ionem  extinguendam  &  depeltendaitt. 
meliore. 

Audite  itaque,  filii,  quae  jam  diceffiUs.  Nos  fi  profit 
teamur  nos  meliora  aflerre  quam  antiqui,  eancfem  qiiam 
antiqui  viam  ingrcflbs,  nulla  verborum  arte  efficere  pof- 
fimus,  quin  inducatur  quaedam  ingenii,  vel  excellentiae 
vel  facultatis  comparatio  five  contentio :  non  ea  quidem 
Ulicita  aut  nova  •>  fed  impar  ob  virium  noftrarum  mo- 
dum ;  quern  eum  efle  fatis  fentimus,  ut  non  folum  an- 
tiques, fed  &  vivis  cedat.  Cum  autem  (ut  fimpliciter 
apud  vos  loquamur)  claudus  in  via  (quod  dici  folet)  cur- 
fbfem  extra  viam  antevertat,  commutata  ratio  eft  Atque 

de 
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de  via  (mcmentote)  non  de  viribus  quaeftio  oritur,  nof- 
que  indicis  non  judicis  partes  fuftinemus.  Itaque  aperte 
vale  juflb  omni  fuco  &  artificio,  fatemur  nos  in  hac  opi- 
nione  efle,  omnia  omnium  aetatum  ingenia  fi  in  tfnum 
coierint  eo  quo  nunc  res  geritur  modo,  hoc  eft,  (ut  clare 
loquamur)  ex  meditatione  &  argumentation,  in  fcien- 
tiis  magnos  proceflus  facere  non  pofie.  Quin  neque  hie 
finis,  fed  addimus  infuper,  quanto  quis  ingenio  plus  va- 
let, eundem  fi  naturae  lucem,  id  eft,  hiftoriam  &  rerum 
particularium  evidentiam  intempeftive  deferat ;  tanto  in 
obfeuriores  6c  magis  perplexos  phantafiarum  recefiiis,  & 
quafi  fpecus  fe  detrudere  &  involvere. 

Annon  forte  animadvertiftis,  filii,  quanta  ingeniorum 
&  acumina  &  robora  apud  philofophos  fcholafticos  otio 
&  meditationibus  luxuriantes,  &  ob  tenebras  ipfas  in 
quibus  enutriti  erant  feroces,  quales  nobis  telas  aranea- 
nim  pepererint,  textura  &  fubtilitate  fill  mirabiles,  ufus  & 
commodi  expertes.  Etiam  illud  fimul  affirmamus ;  no- 
ftram  quam  ad  artes  adducimus  rationem,  &  inquifitio- 
ijis  formam  talem  efle,  quae  hominum  ingenia  &  facili- 
tates, ut  hsreditates  Spartanas  fere  aequet.  Nam  quem~ 
admodum  ad  hoc,  ut  linea  refta  aut  circulus  perfe&us 
defcribatur,  plurimum  eft  in  manus  ac  vifus  facultate,  fi 
per  conftantiam  manus  &  oculorum  judicium  tantum, 
res  tentetur ;  fin  per  regulam  admotam,  aut  circinum 
circumdu&um,  non  item  $  eadem  ratione,  &  in  contcm- 
platione  rerum,  quae  mentis  viribus  folum  incumbit> 
homo  homini  praeftat  vel  maxinle.  Tn  ea  autem  quam 
nos  adhibemus,  non  multo  major  in  hominum  intelle&u 
sminet  inaequalitas,  quam  in  fenfu  inefle  folet.  Quin  & 
*b  ingpniorum  acumine  &  agilitate,  (ut  di&um  eft)  dum 

fuo 
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fbo  motu  fcruntur,  periculum  metuimus,  atque  in  eo 
toci  fumus,  ut  hominum  ingeniis  non  plumas  aut  alas, 
fed  plumbum  &  pondera  addamus.  Nullo  cnim  modo 
videntur  homines  adhuc  nofle,  quam  fevcra  fit  res  veri- 
tatis  &  naturae  inquifitio*  quamque  parum  hominum  ar- 
bitrio  relinquat.  Neque  tamen  nos  peregrinum  quiddam, 
aut  myfticum,  aut  Deum  tragicum  ad  vos  adducimus. 
nil  enim  aliud  eft  noftra  via,  nifi  literata  experientia,  at- 
que ars  five  ratio  naturam  fincere  interpretandi ,  &  via 
vera  a  ienfu  ad  intelle&um. 

Verum  annon  videtis,  filii,  quid  per  haec  duae  diximus 
effe&um  fit  ?  Primum  antiquis  fuus  honos  manet  nam 
jn  iis  quae  in  ingenio  6c  meditatione  pofita  funt,  illi  mi- 
rabiles  viros  fe  praeftitere ;  neque  nobis  fane  earn  viam 
ingrefiis  longo  intervallo  eorum  progreflus  aequare,  ut  ar- 
bitramur,  vires  fuffeciflent.  Deinde,  intelligitis  profedto, 
minus  quiddam  efie  hanc  reje&ionem  authorum  genera* 
lem  5  quam  fi  alios  rejeciflcmus,  alios  probaflcmus.  Turn 
enim  judicium  quoddam  exercuiflemus  -,  cum  nunc  tan- 
tummodo  (ut  didlum  eft)  indicium  faciamus.  Poftremo 
.  etiam  perfpicitis  quid  nobis  prorfus  relinquatur :  five  nos 
aliquid  fumere,  five  aliis  aliquid  nobis  tribuere  libeat. 

Non  ingenii,  non  excellentia?,  non  facultatis  laus,  fed 
fortuna  quaedam,  ea  magis  veftra  quam  noftra,  cum  res 
fit  potius  ufu  fru&uofa,  quam  inventione  admirabilis. 
nam  uti  vos  fortafle  miramini,  quando  hoc  nobis  in  men- 
tem  venire  potuerit :  ita  &  nos  vicifiim  miramur,  quo- 
modo  idem  aliis  in  mentem  jam  pridem  non  venerit : 
non  ulli  mortalium  cordi  aut  cure  f trifle,  ut  intelledtui 
humano  auxilia  &  praefidia  ad  naturam  contemplandam 
&  experientiam  digerendam  compararet :  fed  omnia  vel 

S  ({  tradi- 
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traditionum  caligini,  vel  argumentorum  vcrtigini  &  tur- 
bini,  vel  cafus  &  cxperimentorum  undis  &  ambagibus 
permifla  efle,  nee  mediam  quandam  viam  inter  experi- 
entiam  &  dogmata  aperiri  potuifie  ?    fed  tamen  mirari 
definimus,  cum  in  multis  rebus  vide  re  liceat,   mentem 
humanam  tarn  laevam  &  male  compofitam  effe,  ut  primo 
diffidat,  &  paulo  poft  fe  contemnat :  atque  primo  incredi- 
ble videatur,  aliquid  tale  inveniri  pofle ;  poftquam  autem 
inventum  fit,  rurfus  incredibile  videatur  id  homines  tam 
diu  fugere  potuifle :    fed  ut  quod  res  eft  proferamus ; 
buic  rei  de  qua  nunc  agimus  impedimento  fiiit  non  tam 
rei  obfeuritas  aut  difficultas,  quam  fuperbia  humana,  cui 
natura  ipfa  magna   ex    parte  eaque   potiore   fordefcit : 
quaeque  homines  eo  dementias  provehit,  ut  fpiritus  pro- 
prios,  non  fpiritum  naturae  confulant ;  ac  fi  artes  face- 
rent,  non  invenirent.  — 

Atque,  filii,  inter  iftam  veftram  tanquam  per  ftatuas 
antiquorum  deambulationem,  fieri  poteft  ut  aliquam  par- 
tern  porticus  notaveritis  velo  effe  difcretam.    ea  funt  pe- 
netralia antiquitatis  ante  dodtrinam  Graecorum.  fed  quid 
me  vocatis  ad  ea  tempora  quorum  &  res  &  rerum  ve- 
ftigia  aufugerunt  ?   Annon  antiquitas  ilia  inftar  famae  eft, 
quae  caput  inter  nubila  condit  &  fabulas  narrat,    fadta 
&  infe&a  fimul  canens  ?    Atque  fatis  fcio,  fi  minus  fin- 
cer2  fide  agere  vellem*  non  difficile  foret  hominibus  per- 
fbadere,    apud  antiquos  fapientes>  diu   ante  Graecorum 
teaapora,  fcientias  &  philofophiam  majore  virtute,  licet 
mwre  etiam  fortaiTe  filentio  floruiffe:   idque  foleanius 
mihi  foret  ea  quae  jam  afFeruntur  ad  ilia  referre,  ut  novi 
hocaines  folent,  qfii  nobilitatem  aHeujas  veteris  profapic 
per  genealcgiarum  ruavares  &  eonje&uras  fii)i  affingirat 

Verum 
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Verum   nobis  ftat  fentcntia,    rcrum  evidentia  fretis, 
omnem  impofturae  conditionem,    quantumvis  fit  licet 
bella  &  commoda,   rccufare.    Itaque  judicium  noftrum 
de  illis  faeculis  non  interponimus ;  illud  obiter  dicimus, 
licet  poetarum  fabulae  verfatilis  materiae  fint,  tamen  nos 
non  multum  arcani  aut  myfterii  hujufmodi  narration  ibus 
fubefie  haud  cundtanter  pronunciaflemus ;    fi  ab  iis  in- 
vents a  quibus  traditae  funt  \  quod  nos  fecus  efie  exifti- 
mamus :  pleraeque  enim  traduntur  tanquam  prius  credits 
&  cognitae,  non  tanquam  novae  ac  tunc  primo  oblatae : 
quae  res  earum  exiftimationem  apud  nos  auxit,  ac  fi  ef- 
fent  reliquiae  quaedam  iacrae  temporum  meliorum.    Ve- 
rum utcunque  ea  res  fe  habet,  non  plus  interefle  puta- 
mus  ( ad  id  quod  agitur )  utrum  quae  jam  proponentur, 
aut   illis   fortafle  majora,    antiquis   etiam   innotuerint; 
quam  hominibus  curae  efie  debeat,   utrum  novus  orbis 
fuerit  infula  ilia  Atlantis,  &  veteri  mundo  cognita,  an 
nunc  primum  reperta;   rerum  enim  inventio  a  naturae 
luce  petenda,  non  a  vetuftatis  tenebris  repetenda  eft. 

Jam  vero,  filii,  etiam  fponte,  non  fortafle  interpellati, 
ab  expedtatione  veftra  de  philofophia  Chimiftarum  opi- 
nionem  fubjungemus.  Etenim  ilia  veftra  philofophia, 
difputationibus  potens,  operibus  invalida,  artis  chimicae 
nonnullam  exiftimationem  apud  quofdam  peperit.  Atque 
fane  quod  ad  pra&icam  Chimiftarum  attinet,  fabulam  il- 
lam  in  earn  competere  exiftimamus,  de  fene  qui  filiis 
fuis  aurum  in  vinea  defofliim  (nee  fe  fatis  fcire  quo  loco) 
legaverit :  unde  illos  protinus  ad  vineam  fodiendam  in- 
cubuiflc :  atque  auri  quidem  nihil  repertum,  fed  vinde- 
miam  ea  cultura  fadfcam  fuifle  uberiorem :  fimili  modo 
&  chimiae  filii,  dum  aurum  (five  vere  five  fecus)  in  na- 

S  f  f  a  turae 
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turae  arvo  abditum  &  quafi  defoflum,  laboriofe  eruere 
conantur :  multa  moliendo  &  tentando,  magno  proven- 
tui  hominibus  &  utilitati  fuere,  &  compluribus  in  vent  is 
non  contcmnendis  vitam  &  res  humanas  donavere. 

Veruntamen  fpeculativam  eorum  rem  levem  &  mi- 
nus fanam  efle  judicamus.  Nam  ut  ille  adolefcentulus 
delicatus  cum  fcalmum  in  littore  reperiflet,  navem  aedifr- 
carc  concupivit :  ita  &  hi  arti  fuse  indulgentes  ex  paucrs 
fornacis  experimentis  philofophiam  condere  aggrefli  funt. 
Atque  hoc  genus  theoriarivm  &  faepius  &  manifeftius  va- 
nitatis  coarguitnr,  quam  illud  alterum  :  quod  certe  ma- 
gis  fobrium  &  magis  teftum  eft ;  nam  philofophia  vul- 
garis omnia  percurrens  &  nonnihil  fere  de  fingulis  de- 
guftans,  fe  apud  maximam  hominum  partem  optime 
tuetur.  Qui  autem  ex  paucis  quibus  ipfe  maxime  infiievk 
reliqua  comminifcitur :  is  &  re  ipfa  errat  magis,  &  apud 
alios  levior  eft :  atque  ex  hoc  genere  philofophiam  chimi- 
cam  efle  cenfemus. 

Certe  ilia  opinionis  fabrica  quae  eorum  philofophiae 
bafis  eft,  efle  nimirum  quatuor  rerum  matrices  five  ele- 
menta,  in  quibus  femina  rerum  five  fpecies  foetus  fuos  ab- 
folvunt,  atque  produ&a  eorum  quadriformia  efle,  pro 
differentia  fcilicet  cujufque  elementi :  adeo  ut  in  coelo, 
aere,  aqua,  terra  nulla  fpecies  inveniatur  qua  non  habeat 
in  tribus  reliquis  conjugatum  aliquod  &  quafi  parallelum 
(nam  hominem  etiam  pantomimum  effecerunt,  ex  om- 
nibus conflatum,  abufi  elegantia  vocabuli  microcofmi) 
hoc,  inquam,  commentum  neminem  judicio  fedatum  poft 
fe  traxerit :  quin  &  exiftimamus  huic  phantafticae  rerum 
naturalium  phalangi,  peritum  naturae  contemplatorem 
vix  inter  fomnia  fua  locum  daturum. 

Verum 
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Verum  illud  non  incommode  accidit  ad  praecavendum, 
quod  haec  philofophia  (ut  coepimus  diccrc)  crroris  gencre, 
veluti  antiftropha  vulgari  Philofophiae  fit :  vulgaris  cnim 
philofophia  ad  materiam  invention  is  parum  ex  mukis, 
haec  multum  e  paucis  decerpit.  Nos  tamen,  filii,  libenter 
Paracelfum  hominem,  ut  conjicere  licet,  fatis  vocalem  no- 
b's praconem  exoptemus,  ut  illud  lumen  naturae  quod 
toties  incufcat,  celebret,  &  proclamet. 

Atque  mentio  Chimiftarum  nos  admonet,  ut  aliquid 
etiam  de  magia  naturali  ea  quae  nunc  hoc  vocabuium 
folenne  &  fere  facrum  inquinavit,  dicamus :  ea  enim  in- 
ter philofophos  chimicos  in  honore  cfle  confuevit.  Quae 
nobis  in  hujufmodi  fermone  inferior  videtur,  quam  ut 
condemnetur :  fed  levitate  ipfa  effugiat.  Quid  cnim  ilia 
ad  nos,  cujus  dogmata  plane  phantafia  &  fuperftitio: 
opera  praeftigiae  &  impoftura  ?  nam  inter  innumera  fal- 
fa,  fi  quid  ad  effe&um  perducitur,  hujufmodi  femper  eft, 
ut  fit  ad  novitatem  &  admirationem  confidta,  non  ad 
ufum  aut  accommodata  aut  deftinata.  Etenim  evenit 
fere  femper  de  magicis  experimentis,  quod  poeta  lafcivus 
ludit,  Pars  minima  ejl  ipfa  puella  fui\  quemadmodum 
autcm  philofophiae  proprkim  eft  efficere,  ut  omnia  mi- 
nus quam  fint  admiranda  videantur  propter  demonftra- 
tioness  ita  &  impofturae  non  minus  proprium  eft  ut 
omnia  magis  quam  funt  admiranda  videantur  propter  o** 
ftentationem  &  falfum  apparatum.  Atque  ifta  tamen 
vanitas  nefcio  quo  modo  contemnitur  &  recipitur ;  undfe 
enim  fatyriorv  ad  venerem ,  pulmonesr  vulpis  ad  phthi- 
fim,  nifi  ex  hac  officina  ?  verum  nimis  multa  denugis ; 
nimis  fane,  fi,  ut  inept®,  ita  innoxjae  eflent. 

Refumamus  orationis  filum,  &  philofophiam  quam 

in 
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in  manibus  habcmus  ex  fignis  excutiamusj  ifta  enim, 
jilii,  infcri  oportuit  ad  intelledtus  veftri  preparationem, 
quae  res  fola  nunc  agitur.  Duplex  enim  eft  animorum 
praeoccupatio  feu  mala  inclinatio  ad  nova,  quando  ea 
proponi  contigerit :  una  ab  infita  opinione  de  placitis  re- 
ceptis,  altera  ab  anticipatione  five  praefiguratione  erronea 
de  re  ipfa  quae  affertur,  ac  fi  pertineret  ad  aliqua  ex  jam- 
pridem  damnatis  &  reje&is,  aut  faltem  ad  ea  quae  animus 
ob  levitatem  aut  abfurditatem  faftidit 

Itaque  jam  reverfi  de  fignis  difpiciamus.  Atque,  filii, 
inter  figna  nullum  eft  magis  certum  aut  nobile  quam  ex 
fru&ibus.  Quemadmodum  enim  in  religione  cavetur,  ut 
fides  ex  operibus  monftretur,  idem  etiam  ad  philofo 
phiam  optime  traducitur,  ut  vana  fit  quae  fterilis.  Atque 
eo  magis,  fi  loco  fru&uum  uvae  vel  olivae,  producat  dif- 
putationum  &  contentionum  carduos  &  fpinas  $  de  veftra 
autem  philofophia  vereor  ne  nimis  vere  cecinerit  poeca 
non  folum  illo  carmine ; 

Infelix  lolium  &Jteriles  dominantur  avena : 
Sed  &  illo ; 

Candida  fuccinStam  latrantibus  inguina  monjiris. 

Videtur  enim  ilia  ex  longinquo  vifa  virgo,  fpecie  non 
indecora,  fed  partibus  fuperioribus :  habet  enim  gene- 
ralia  quaedam  non  ingrata,  &  tanquam  invitantia ;  cum 
vero  ad  particularia  ventum  fit,  veluti  ad  uterum  &  par- 
tes generationis,  atque  ad  id  ut  aliquid  ex  fe  edat,  turn 
demum  loco  operum  &  adionum  qua  contemplationis 
proles  eft  digna  &  legitima,  monftra  ilia  invenias  refo- 
nantia,  6c  oblatrantia&  ingeaiorum  naufragiis  famofa. 

Atque 
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Atque  hujus  mali  author  imprimis  Ariftoteles,  altrix 
ifta  vcftra  philofophia.   Illi  cnim  vcl  ludo  vcl  glorhe  crat 
quaeftiones  minus  utiles,  primo  fubornare,  deinde  confo- 
dere;   ut  pro  aflertore  veritatis  contradi&ionum  artifex 
fit.  Peflimo  enim  &  exemplo  &  fucceflii  fcientia  traditur 
per  quaeftiones  fubminiftratas,  earumque  folutiones.    Qui 
enim  bene  affirmat  &  probat,  &  conftituit  &  componit ; 
is  errores  &  objedtiones  longe  fummovet  &  veluti  eminus 
impedit  &  abigit ;  qui  autem  cum  fingulis  collu&atur, 
is  exitum  rei  nullum  invenit  fed  difputatiories  ferit.  Quid 
enim  opus  fit  ei  qui  unum  luminis  &  veritatis  corpus 
clafum  &  radiofum  in  medio  ftatuit  parva  quaedam  & 
pallida  confutationum  ellychnia  ad  omncs  errorum  an- 
gulos  circumferre  :  folventi  alia  dubia,  alia  per  ipfam  il- 
lam  folutionem  exckanti  ac  veluti  generanti  ?  verum  id 
curae,  ut  videtur,  praecipue  fuit  Ariftoteli,  ut  homines  ha- 
berent  parata  in  fingulis  qua?  pronunciarent,  quae  refpon- 
derent,  &  per  quae  fe  expedirent,   potius,  quam  quid 
penitus  crederent,   aut  liquido  cogitarent,  aut  vere  fci- 
rcnt.   Philofophia  autem  veftra  tam  bene  authorem  re- 
fcrr,  ut  quaeftiones,  quas  ille  movie,  ilia  figat  &  faciat 
aeternas ;  ut  quaeri  videatur,  non  ut  Veritas  eruatur,  fed 
ut  difputatio  alatur :   adeo  ut  Naficae  fententia  illi  Ca- 
tonis  praeponderet.    Neque  enim  illud  aigitur  ut  temporiy 
pfogreflu  fubktis  dubiis,  tanquam  hoftibus  a  tergo,   ad 
ulteriores  provincias  penetretur;    fed  ut  perpetuae  iftae 
quaeftiones,  tanquam  Carthago,  militiam  iftam  difputandi 
exerceant. 

Quod  vero  ad  operum  fruftum  &  proventum  attinet ; 
exiftimo  ex  ifta  philofophia,  per  tot  annorum  fpatia  la- 
borata  &  culta,  ne  unum  quidem  experimetiium  adduci 

pofle, 
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poile,  quod  ad  hominum  ftatum  levandum  6c  locuple- 
tandum  fpedtet,  &  philofophia  fpeculationibus  vcrc  ac- 
ceptiim  rcferri  poffit :  adco  ut  brutorum  animalium  in- 
ftindtus  plura  inventa  pepererint,  quam  do&orum  homi- 
num fermones.  Sane  Cclfus  ingenue  &  prudenter  fatetur 
experimenta  medicinae  primo  inventa  fuifle,  ac  poftea 
homines  circa  ea  philofbphatos  efle  &  caufas  explorafle 
&  affignaffe*  non  ordine  inverfo  evenifle,  ut  ex  philo- 
fophia  &  caufarum  cognitione  ipfa  experimenta  de- 
prompta  eflent ;  neque  hie  finis.  Non  male  enim  merita 
eflet  philofophia  ifta  de  pra&ica,  licet  earn  experimentis 
non  auxiflet ;  fi  tamen  ufum  ejus  caftiorem  &  pruden- 
tiorem  reddidifletj  (quod  fortafle  facit)  atque  interim 
ejus  increments  &  progreflibus  nihil  obfuiflet.  Illud  au- 
tem  magis  damnofum,  &  perniciofum,  quod  inventa  non 
folum  non  edat,  fed  etiam  opprimat  &  extinguat. 

Nam  affirmare  licet,  filii,  verifilme,  Ariftotelis  de  qua- 
tuor  elementis  commentum  rem  certe  obviam  &  pin- 
guem,  quia  hujufmodi  corpora  in  maxima  quantitate  & 
mole  cernuntur,  cui  tamen  ille  potius  anthoritatem  quam 
principium  dedit;  cum  Empedoclis  eflec,  a  quo  etiam 
melius  erat  pofitum,  quod  poftea  avide  a  Medicis  ar- 
reptum,  quatuor  complexionum,  quatuor  humorum, 
quatuor  primarum  qualitatum  conjugationes  poft  fe  traxit : 
tanquam  malignum  &  infauftum  fidus  infinitam,  & 
medicinae,  &  compluribus  rebus  mechanicis  fterilitatem 
attulifle,  dum  homines  per  hujufmodi  concinnitates  & 
compendiofas  ineptias  fibi  fatisfieri  patientes,  nil  amplius 
curant:  &  vivas  &  utiles  rerum  obfervationes  prorfus 
omiferunt.  Itaque  fi  illud  verum,  ex  fruftibus  eorum,  vi- 
detis  certe  quo  res  redierit. 

Agite 
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Agitc  vero,  filii,  &  figna.  ex  incrementis  capiamus  i 
certe,  fi  ifta  do&rina  plane  ihftar  plant®  a  ftirpibus  fuis 
revulfae  non  eflet,  fed  gremio  &  utero  naturae  adhaereret, 
atque  ab  eadem  aleretur  -,   id  minimc  eventurum  fuiflct, 
quod  per  annos  bis  mille  jam  fieri  videmus,  ut  fcienti® 
in  eodem  fere  ftatu  maneaot  >&  hsreant,  neque  augmen- 
turn  aliquod  memorabile  fumferint    Poliuntur  fortafle 
xionnunquam  ab  aliquo,  &  illuftrantur  &  accommodan- 
tur  (dum  tamen  interim  ab  infinitis  lacerentur  &  defor- 
mentur  &  inquinentur)  fed  utcunque  non  dilatantur  aut 
.amplificantur.    In  artibus  autem  mechanicis  contra  eve- 
nire  videmus ;  quae  ut  fpiritu  quodam  repleta  vegetant 
&  crefcunt,  primo  rudes,  deinde  commodae,  port  excultae, 
fed  perpetuo  audae :  philofophia  autem  &  fcientiae  intel- 
.le&iis  ftatuarum  more  adorantur  &  celebrantur,  fed  non 
moventur.    quinetiam  in  primo  nonnunquam  authore 
maxime  florent $  &  dcinceps  declinant  &  exarefcunt. 

Neque  vero  mirum  eft  ifta  difcrimina  inter  mechani- 
cam  &  philofophiam  confpici,  cum  in  ilia  fingulorum 
ingenia  mifceantur,  in  hac  corrumpantur  &  deftruantur. 
Quod  fi  quis  cxiftimet,  fcientiarum  ut  rerum  ceterarum 
efle  quendam  ftatum,  idque  fere  in  tempus  unius  authoris 
incidere,  qui  beneficio  temporis  ufus  &  fuse  aetatis  prin- 
ceps,  infpe&is  reliquis  fcriptoribus  &  judicatis,  fcientias 
ipfas  abfolvat  &  perficiat;  quod  poftquam  fadtum  fit, 
juniores  rite  palmas  fecundas  petere  ut  hujufmodi  autho- 
ris opera  vel  cxplicent  vel  digerant,  vel  pro  fui  faeculi 
ratione  palato  accommodent  &  vertant :  nae  ille  majorem 
rebus  humanis  prudentiam  &  ordinem  &  fclicitatcm 
tribuir,  quam  cxperiri  fas  eft,  res  enim  cafurti  recipit, 
nifi  quod  vanitas  hominum  etiam  fortuita  in  deterius 

T  1 1  dctorquet. 
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dctorquet.  nam  vere  fie  fe  its  habet  $  poftquam  fcientia 
aliqua  multorum  obferVatiofle  &  diligentia,  dum  alius 
alia  apprchendit,  per  partes  'ten tata  ferio  &  tra&ata  fir, 
ram  exoriri  aliquem  mente  fidentem,  lingua  potentem, 
mcthodo  celebrem,  qui  corpus  unum  ex  fingulis  pro  fuo 
arbttrio  etficiac  &  pofteris  tradat :  plerifque  correptis  & 
depravatis,  &  cum  certiflima  omiffione  omnium  quae  al- 
tiores  &  digniores  contemplationes  exhibere  poflint,  ut 
opinionum  immodicarum  &  extravagantium :  &  pofteri 
ruribs  facilitate  rei  &  compendio  gaudentes,  fibi  gratu- 
lantur  ac  nil  ulteriu*  quaerunt,  fed  ad  ilia  miniftcria  fer- 
vilia  quae  diximus  fe  convertunt.  Verum  vobis,  filii,  pro 
ccrto  fit,  quae  in  natura  fundata  funt,  ut  aquas  perenncs, 
perpetub  novas  fcaturigines  &  emanations  habere ;  quae 
autem  in  opinione  verfantur,  variari  fortafle  fed  non  au- 
gcri. 

Habemus  &  aliud  fignum,  fi  modo  figni  appfcHatio  in 
hoc  competit:  cum  potius  teftimonium  fit,  imo  tefti- 
moniorum  omnium  validiflimum,  hoc  eft,  propriam 
authorum  quorum  fidei  vos  committitis  confeffioncm  & 
judicium,  Nam  &  illi  ipfi  qui  didaturarn  quandam  in 
fcientiis  invaferunt,  &  tanta  fiducia  de  rebus  pronunciant : 
tamen  per  intervalla,  cum  ad  fe  redeunt ;  ad  querimo- 
nias  demum  de  naturae  fubtilitate,  rerum  obfcuritate,  htt- 
mani  ingenii  infirmitate,  &  fimilia  fe  convertunt :  Ne- 
que  propterea,  filii,  haec  modeftiae  aut  humilitati,  virtu- 
tibus  in  rebus  intelle&ualibus  omnium  feliciflimis,  de- 
pucetis :  non  tam  faciles,  aut  boni  fueritis :  cum  contra 
ifta  non  confefTio,  fed  profeflio  five  praedicatio  ex  fiiper- 
bia,  invidia,  atque  id  genus  affe&ibus  ortum  pro  certo 
habeat  s  id  cnim  prorfus  volunt,  quicquid  in  fcientiis  fibi 

1  ipfis 
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ipfe  aut  magiftrisfuis  incqgnitum,  m%  mtMXmn  i*+**, 
id  extra  t^rpynos  poflibUes  poni  &  rcipoveri:  *«*„  & 
ilia  modeftia  atque  hymiiitas. 

Itaque  peffimo  fato  res  geritur.  Nil  enim  in  hi*  rerun* 
humanarum  anguftiis,  aut  ad  praefens  magis  depioratum, 
aut  in  futurum  magis  ominofum  eft,  quam  quod  homines 
ignorantiarn  etiam  ignominiae  (ut  nunc  fit)  jeximant,  at- 
que  artis  fuae  infirmitatem  in  naturae  calumniam  vertant: 
&  quicquid  ars  ilk  fua  non  attingit,  id  ex  arte  fcim  aut 
fa&u  impofftbUe  fupponant.  neque  fane  damnari  poteft 
ars,  cum  ipfa  judioet;   ex  hoc  ibftte  haud  paucas  opi- 
niones  &  placita  in  philofophia  reperiatis,  qua?  nihil  aliud 
quam  quaefitam  iftam,  &  artificio&m,  &  in  cognofcendo 
&  in  operando  defperationem,    ad  artis  decus  &  glo- 
xiam  perditifiimo  boc.modo  tuendum  fapkuit  &  fo+ 
veant. 

Hinc  fchoia  Academica  quae  acatalepfian  ex  profeflb 

tenuity   &  homines  ad  fcrapiteraas  tenebras  damnavlt. 

Uinc  opinio,  quod  formaa  five  vera  rerum  differentiae 

inventu  iijjpoflibiles  funt;  ut  homines  in  amis  naturae 

perpetuo  obambulent,  nee  intra  palatium  aditum  fiW 

muniant.  Hinc  pofitioncs  iilae  infirmiflimae,  calorem  fo- 

lis  fr  ignis  *oto  genere  diflerre,   atque  compofitionem 

.opus  hominis,  miftionem  opus  foKus  naturae  efle^  fte 

eforte.ar^naturam,  ut  Vulcanus  Minervam  follicitare  aut 

expugnare  tentet  aut  fperet;  &complurk  hujufmodi,  quae 

Urn  ad  copfeffionem  tenuitatis  propriae,  quam  ad  rcpref- 

fionem  induftriae  aliens  pertinent. 

Itaque  neutiquam  vobis,  filii,  pro  amorefc  indulgcntfe 
#pftra  confiiluero,  ut  cum  rebus  non  fohim  defperatis,  ftd 
&  defperationi  devotis  fortunas  veftras  mifceatis.  Vtruirt, 

Ttt2  filii 
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filii,  tcmpus  fugitj  dumcapti  amore & rerum  & ^eftrflm 
circumvcdtamur,  ac  otnniA  movemus,  &  initiatiohem 
hanc  veftram,  inftar  Aprils  aut  veris  cujufdam  ad  con- 
gclationem  omnem  &  obftinationem  fbivendam  &  ape- 
riendamefle  cupimus. 

Reflat  lignum  certiffimum  de  modis.  Modi  enim  fa- 
ciendi  funt,  potentia,  re*  ipfsc ;  &  prout  bene  aut  prave 
inftitute  fuerint,  ita  res  &  efleda  fe  habent  Itaque  fi 
modi  hujus  veftrs  phiiofophiae  condendae  nee  debiti  fint 
nee  probabiles :  non  videmus  quam  fpem  foveatis  nifi 
credulam  &  levern.  Atque  certe,  filii,  fi  obelifcus  aliquis 
magnitudine  infignis  ad  triumphi  fortaffe  aut  hujufmodi 
magnificentke  decus  transferendus  eflet,  atque  id  homines 
nudis  manibus  tentarent ;  annon  eos  hclleboro  opus  ha- 
bere cogitaretis  ?  quod  fi  numcrum  operariorum  auge- 
rent,  atque  hoc  modo  fe  valere  pofle  confiderent,  annon 
tanto  magis  ?  quod  fi  etiam  deledhim  adhtberent,  &  im- 
becilliores  fepararent,  &  robuftis  tantum  &  vigentibus  uti 
vellent,  &  hinc  demum  fe  voti  compotes  fore  prsefume- 
rent,  aut  ne  hoc  quide A  contend,  etiam  artem  athletic 
cam  confulerent,  ac  omnes  cum, manibus  &  lacertis  & 
nervis  ex  arte  bene  un&is  &  medicatis  adetie  juberent; 
annon  prorfus  eos  dare  operam  ut  com  ratione  quadam 
&  prudentia  inJCaoirent  clamaretis?;  &'tamen  fimili  ho* 
mines  xnalefano  impetu  feruntur  in  intelleftualibus,  dum 
intelledtum  veluti  nudum  applicant,  &  ab  ingeniorum 
vel  muititudine  vel  excellentia  magna  fperant,  vel  etiam 
dialedlicis  quae  mentis,  quaedam  athletica  cenferi  pofiit, 
ingeniorum  pervos .  roboraht :  neque  machinas  adhibent 
per  quas  vires  &  fingulorum  incendantur,  &  omnium 

coeant  .    .  ,;.:-  •  •  ' 
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Atque  uc  menti  debita  auxilia  non  fubminiftrant :  ita 
ncc  naturam  rerum  debita  obfervantia  profequuntur. 
Quid  enim  dicemus,  an  nihil  aliud  eft  philofophiam 
condere  quam  ex  paucis  vulgaribus  &  obviis  experimen- 
ts de  natura  judicium  facere*  ac  dein  tota  faecula  in  me- 
ditationibus  volutare?  Atque,  filii,  nefciebam  nos  tarn 
naturae  fuifle  familiares,  ut  ex  tam  levi  &  perfundtoria 
falutatione  ea  nobis  aut  arcana  fua  patefacere  aut  bene-  , 

fkia  impertire  dignaretur.  Certe  nobis  perinde  facere  vi- 
dentur  homines,  ac  fi  naturam  ex  longinqua  &  praealta 
turri  defpiciant  &  contemplentur ;  qua  imaginem  ejus 
quandam  feu  nubem  potius  imagini  fimilem  ob  oculos 
ponat :  rerum  autem  differentias  (in  quibus  res  hominum 
&  fortune  fits  funt)  ob  earum  minutias  &  diftantia?  in- 
tervallum  confundat  &  abfeondat*  Et  tamen  laborant  & 
nituntur,  &  intelle&um  tanquam  oculos  contrahunt,  ejuf- 
demque  aciem  meditatione  figunt,  agitatione  acuunt, 
quinetiam  artes  argumentandi  veluti  fpecula  artificiofa 
coniparant,  ut  iftiufmodi  differentias  &  fubtilitates  na- 
turae mente  comprehendere  &  vincere  poflint.  Atque  ri- 
dicula  certe  eflet  &  prafra&a  fapientia  &  fedulitas,  fi 
quis  ut  perfe&ius  &  diftindius  cerneret,  vel  turrim  con- 
fcendat  vel  fpecula  applicet,  vel  palpebras  adducat,  cum 
ei  liceat,  abfque  univerfa  ifta  operofa  &  ftrenua  machina- 
tionc  &  induftria,  fieri  voti  compos  per  rem  facilcm,  & 
tamen  ifta  omnia  beneficio  &  ufu  longe  fuperantem  :  hoc 
eft,  ut  defcendat  &  ad  res  propius  accedat.  Atque  certe 
in  intelleltus  ufu  fimilis  nos  exercet  imprudentia. 
•  Neque,  filii,  poftulare  debemus  ut  natura  nobis  obviam 
eat :  fed  fatis  habemus,  fi  accedentibus  nobis  idque  cultu 
debito  fe  confpiciendam  det.    Quod  fi  cui  in  mentcm 

veniat 
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ycniat  opinari  talc  quippiam,  etiam  fcntiquos  atque  ip- 
fum  Ariftotelem  proculdubio  a  meditationum  fuarum 
principio  magnam  vim  &  copiam  exemplorum  five  par- 
ticularium  paraviffc,  atque  eandem  viam,  quam  aq$  ve- 
luti  novam  indicamus  &  figaamus,  revera  iniifle  &  con- 
fecifle,  adco  ut  adtum  agerc  vidcri  poflimus :  certe,  filii, 
haec  de  illis  cogitare  non  eft  integrum :  fbrmam  enim  6c 
rationem  luam  inquirendi  &  ipfi  profitentur  6c  fcripta 
eorum  imaginem  expreflam  pre  fe  ferunt,  Illi  enim  fta- 
tim  ab  indu&ionibus  nullius  pretii  ad  conclufiones  maxi- 
me  generates  tanquam  difputationum  polos  advolabant, 
ad  quartim  conftantem  &  immotam  veritatem  reliqua 
expediebant.  Verum  fcientia  conftituta,  turn  demum  £U 
qua  controverfia  de  aliquo  cxemplo  vel  inftantia  mota 
cflet,  ut  pofitis  fuis  refragante :  non  id  agebant  ut  pofimm 
illud  emendaretur;  fed  pofito  falvo  hujufinodi  inftantias 
quae  negotium  faciebant,  aut  per  diftin&ionem  aliquam 
fubtilem  &  fapientem  in  ordinem  redigebant,  aut  per  ex- 
ceptionem  plane  (homines  non  mali)  dimittebant.  Quod 
fi  inftantias  aut  particularis  rei  non  contradi^oris  recon- 
ciliation fed  obfeurae  ratio  quaereretur,  earn  ad  fpecula- 
tiones  fuas  quandoque  ingeniofe  aocommodabant :  quan-* 
doque  mifere  torquebant :  quae  omnis  induftria  &  con- 
tentio  res  fine  fundamento  nobis  videtur. 

Itaque  nolite  commoveri,  quod  frequens  alicubi  inter 
nonnulla  Ariftotelis  fcripta  inveniatur  exemplorum  & 
particularium  mentio.  noveritis  enim,  id  fero  &  poft- 
quam  decretum  fuiffet,  fa&um  fuifle ;  illi  enim  mos  erat 
non  liberam  experientiam  confulere,  fed  captivam  often- 
tare ;  nee  earn  ad  veritatis  inquifitionem  promifcuam  & 
sequam,  fed  ad  diteum  fuprum  fidem  (bliicitatam  & 

ele&am 


Redargutio  Philofophiarum.         SlX 

ele&am  adducere.  Ncque  rurfus  tale  aliquod  vobifcum 
cogitate,  earn  quam  nos  tantopere  defideramus  differen- 
tiarum  fubtilitatem  in  diftin<Sionibus  philofophorum 
fcholafticorum  habcri,  atquc  adeo  elucefcere:  neque  enim 
exiftimetis  ab  hac  prapoftera  fubtilitate  primse  negli- 
gently &  feftinationi  &  temcritati  fubventum  efle.  Longe 
abcft,  filii,  ut  hoc  fieri  poffit ;  quin,  credite  mihi,  quod 
de  fortuna  dici  folet,  id  de  natura  veriffimum  eft,  earn  a 
fronte  capillatam,  ab  occipitio  calvam  efle.  Omnis  enim 
ifta  fcra  fubtilitas  &  diligentia,  poftquam  vcrum  tempus 
obfervationis  prarterierit,  naturam  prenfare  aut  captare 
poteft,  fed  nunquam  apprehendere  aut  capere. 

Equidem  fatis  fcio,  idque  vos  non  ita  multo  poft  ex- 
perieroini:  poftquam  vera  &  native  rerum  fubtilitati,  & 
differentiis  in  experientia  fignatis  &  expreflis,  &  fenfui 
fubjedtis,  aut  faltem  per  fenfum  in  lucem  extfa&is,  pau- 
lulum  infueviftis;  continuo  fubtilitatem  illam  alteram 
difputationum  &  verborum,  quae  cogitationes  veftras  non 
fine  magna  admiratione  occupavit  &  tenuit,  quafi  pro 
re  ludicra  &  larva  quadam  6c  incantatione  habituri  litis. 

Quare  miflis  iftis  philofophiis  abftra&is,  vos  &  ego, 
filii,  rebus  ipfis  nos  adjungamus :  neque  ad  fe&ae  con- 
dendae  gloriam  animran  adjkiamus ;  fed  utilitatis  &  am- 
plitudinis  humane  curam  ferio  fufcipiamus ;  atque,  inter 
mentem  6c  naturam  connubium  caftum  &  legitimum 
(pronuba  mifericordia  divina)  firmemus ;  precati  etiam 
Deum,  cujus  numine  &  nutu  haec  fiunt,  quique  ut  homi- 
num  &  rerum,  ita  luminum  &  confolationum  pater  eft, 
ut  ex  illo  connubio,  non  phantafix  monftra,  (ed  ftirps 
heroum,  quae  monftra  domet  &  extinguat,  hoc  eft,  inventa 
falutaria  6c  utilia  ad  neceflitates  humanas  (quantum  fieri 

datur) 
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datur)  debellandas  &  relevandas  fufcipiatur.  Hoc  epitha- 
lamii  votum  fit. 

Certe,  filii,  facultates,  artium  &  fcientiarum  omnium 
confenfu,  aut  empiricae  aut  rationales  font.  Has  autcm 
bene  commiftas  &  copulatas  adhuc  videre  non  licuit.  Em- 
pirici  enim,  formicae  more,  congerunt  tantum  &  utuntur. 
Rationales  autem,  aranearam  more,  telas  ex  fe  conficiunt. 
Apis  ratio  media  eft,  qua?  materiam  ex  floribus  tam  horti 
quam  agri  elicit,  fed  fimul  etiam  earn  propria  facultate 
vertit  &  digerit  Neque  abfimile  vera  philofophia?  opi- 
ficium  eft,  qua?  ex  hiftoria  naturali  &  experimentis  me- 
chanicis  prabitam  materiam,  non  in  memoria  integram, 
fed  in  intelledtu  mutatam  &  fubafiam  reponit.  Itaque 
hujufmodi  mellis  coeleftia  dona  fperate :  neque  dkite  cum 
pigro,  Leo  ejl  in  via :  fed  vincla  quae  vos  premunt  excu-* 
tite,  &  vos  recipite. 

Atque  fane,  poft  virtutem  veftram  propriam,  nihil  ani- 
mos  vobis  magis  addiderit,  quam  fi  influftriam  &  felici- 
tatem,  &  facinora  aetatis  noftrae  cogitetis.  Nos  noftrum 
plus  ultra  antiquorum  non  ultra  baud  vane  oppofuimus: 
Nos  iidem,  contra  antiquorum  non  imitabile  fulmen 
effe ;  imitabile  fulmen  efle,  minime  dementes,  fed  fobrii, 
ex  novarum  machinarum  experimento  &  demonftratione 
pronuntiamus.  Quin,  &  coelum  ipfum  imitabile  fecimus. 
Coeli  enim  eft,  circuire  terram :  quod  &  noftrae  naviga- 
tiones  pervicerunt.  Turpe  autem  nobis  fit,  fi  globi  mate- 
riati  tra&us,  terrarum  videlicet  &  marium,  noftris  tem- 
poribus  in  immenfum  aperti  &  illuftrati  fint :  globi  au- 
tern  intelleaualis  fines,  inter  veterum  inventa  &  anguftias 
fteterint. 

Neque  parvo  inter  fe  ncxu  devin&a  &  conjugata  fuht 

«  ifta 


Redargutio  Philofophiarum.         5*3 

ifta  duo,  perluftratio  rcgionum  &  fcicntiarum.  Plurima 
cnim  per  longinquas  navigationcs  &  peregrinationes  in 
natura  patuerunt,  quae  novam  fapientise  &  fcientiae  hu- 
mans lucem  affundere  poflint,  &  antiquorum  opiniones 
&  conje&uras  expcrimcnto  regere.  Eadem  duo  non  ra- 
tione  folum  fed  etiam  vaticinio  cortjun&a  videntur.  Nam 
co  prophets  oraculum  haud  obfcure  fpe&are  videtur: 
ubi  de  noviflimis  tcmporibus  loquutus,  illud  fubjungit, 
Multi  pertranfibunt ,  &  multiplex  erit  fcientia :  ac  fi 
orbis  terrarum  pertranfitus  five  peragratio,  &  fcientia- 
rum  augmenta  five  multiplication  eidem  setati  &  faeculo 
deftinarentur.  * 

Prafto  etiam  eft  imprimendi  artificium  vctcribus  in- 
cognitum,  cujus  beneficio  fingulorum  inventa  fulguris 
modo  tranfcurrere  poflint,  &  fubito  communicari'  ad  ali- 
orum  ftudia  excitanda,  &  inventa  mifcenda.  Quare  uten- 
dum  eft  setatis  noftrae  praerogativa,  neque  committendum, 
ut,  cum  hsec  tanta  vobis  adfint,  vobis  ipfi  defitis.  Nos  au- 
tcm,  filii,  ab  animorum  veftrorum  praeparatione  aufpicati, 
in  reliquis  vobis  non  deerimus.  probe  enim  novimus  ta- 
bellas  mentis,  a  tabellis  communibus  differre.  in  iis  non 
alia  infcripferis  nifi  priora  deleveris,  in  illis  priora  aegre 
deleveris,  nifi  nova  infcripferis. 

Itaque  rem  in  longum  non  differemus :  illud  itidem 
vos  monentes,  ne  tanta  vobis  de  noftris  inventis  pollicea- 
mini,  quin  meliora  a  vobis  ipfis  fperetis.  Nos  enim  A- 
lexandri  fortunam  nobis  fpondemus,  (neque  vanitatis  nos 
arguatis  antequam  rei  exitum  audiatis  5 )  illius  enim  res 
geftae  recent)  piemoria  ut  portentum  accipiebantur.  Ita 
enim  loquitur  unus  ex  aemulis  oratoribus:  Nos  cerff 
vitam  bumanam  non  degimus  ;  fed  in  id  nati  fumus,  ut 

Uuu  pofteri 
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pojieri  dt  mbii  portent  a  pradicent.  Sed  poftquam  defer- 
buifiet  it*  admiratio,  atque  homines  rem  attentius  intra- 
rjv»Y;fg.T1t>  Arrri?  prftinm  rft  anitnadyprfcrc  qnajr  judi  ■ 
cium  de  eo  faciat  fcriptor  Romanus,    Nil  aliud  quam 

<£e*f;aH$u .  fft^tKmtewfrt?  1$  &  aos  fimfc  q^#- 

dam  a  pofteris  audiemusi  poftquam  emaneipatl,  &  fui 

jam  6M':U'mSu  >Ws  &p&i  $8$  ribSra  magnis 

intervallis  fuperaverint.    In  quo  fane  judicio  illud  rede, 

-nottni  ntt  m^gni1efle;  Iliad  Kofi  t&s?  Hi  ^fo^trlDtJit 

quae liarnllltati  ofebentur:  humilitati  (inquanai)  icprifc- 

tibnr  Cuidam  iftius  htftnari*  fuperoi*,  qufe  univeria  pei> 

cRdit^qiiaeque  volucfb  ttuafdam  'meditetion&kfco'&Vifia 

'm  ?«&&  fipkturW corileeravif.  Hac  enuhv& p^rte'reV&a 

riofcis  gratulamur,  &  eo  nomine  felioes  lioi  «f'befiiifr4c 

genefe  ^umano  meritos  eile  exiftimamus,  quoA  oftert^B- 

miis  quid  Vera  ic  legitima  fpiritus  huniarti  Kumllikiio 

'foffit  Verum^wMf  nobis  ab  hominJbus  <iet^atu^fefi 

v'iderint'}  not'o^  hoi  nolbaque  vobiiMhi&w  £3I7fj 

\:  Omnibus  qui  aderant  digna  magnitud^^ge^^ip 

nothini$  humani  oratio  yifa  eft,  &  tariaen  li^rta/t  duani 

ar^ogant^ae  prbplor.    Ita  antem  inter  fc  cditoqu^rifi&li- : 

'Wni^r'efru^ 

lucem  apertam  fubito  e&ierint,  cum  minus  yt oSaW  q$u» 
prius;  Qfo  turn  cetta'fe  tela  fpe  fecttllafis  i&tio$$m 
1  Turn  file  qui  tiafc ' nambatj '  tu  ve*o  q&jcl'  a& ■' Ifta  &- 
aV?  &quit  <3rat&  fent  ( inquamj  qflfe  nWral^cAtJj(ie 
'■jf^tf  fi  feftf  ut  dicis  grata,  irwtfe;^1  %$*$$» 
aliquid  fcnp&ris,  locum  Invenks  t^  h«^5  inJCe^  .?*$* 
pifegririiationis  noftra  fh:<5his  perire  patlapis.  ^quu'm, 
pbftttlas,  mquam,  rieque  cWftifca*.        "     '"--^  -"-"• 


thru   ,JrT    •r*-"",hf*n''"L'  f>i  »ff;»fnfj.^i^gA    tfi«ffl,V'»fV 

M*.  FnANtiis  Bacon  of [the  Colours tfuQdoil 

•D<io"{   bn!fi  .\»:«tr:ri    .vk*  c ep  n*     .  inn  rsir*  JOiii  -::iI.-.v-:;-;v;i 

ISflviy^ltheM  p*rt  flfifhe  ^.bpplfc  t&Ajrjfale 
,pf$t*gir0t  who  (*s  ypur  JUrdfhip  kapwe^),  gpejh 
for  the J^.  apthor^  But  ^y^^fiVjilre^jpd.  which  is 

^^fljpaftywk.  having  £a$fy.  a,d^rning  patience, 
mv}ctyjej£  a  teaching  patience,  hatbfo  doffed  the  mat- 
ter,, as  I  am  glad  tp  dp  the  part,  pf  .a  .gppjj  houfe-hen, 

.wtyc£,  vwi^ou^  any  ftrangenejfs  will  jft  uj>on  pheafants 

lines  vnfo^ifiotle's  lines,  wjll  niu,fe  by  what  art,  or  r^- 
^jher.^y.what  revelation  I  could,  draw  thefe  conceit*  out 
f  *of  j^t^lajce..  But  I.  that  mould  know  ben^  do  freely 
acj^p^le^ft^tt^cl JUad  my  ligfr  from  him;  for  where 
fc;  save  Jine  pot  matter  to  perfeft,  at  the  leaft  he  gave 
m^pc^on. to  invent.  WhereU}  as  I  do  him  right,  be- 
ing my  (elf  a  man  that  am  a$  free  from  envying  the  dead 
in  contemplation,  as  from  envying  the  living  in  action 
.  or,  fortune :  fo  yet  neverthelek  flill  I,  fajt,  and  I  ipeajt  it 
liaore largely,  than  before,  that  in  perufing  the  writings 
'of  this  perfon  ip  much  celebrated,  whether  it;  were  the 
mipediment  of  his  wit,  or  that  he  did  it  upoij  glory 
"ah<i  affectation  to  be  iubtile,  as  one  that  jf  he  had  feen 

Uuu  2  his 
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5*6  A  Dedication,  &c. 

his  own  conceits  clearly  and  perfpicuoufly  delivered,  per- 

!*P*  TO^^WihWKW*  ,?f  \m y$*  theija^in^lf; 

or  elfe  upon  policy^  ^to  Heep  hiipfelf  clofe,   as  one  that 

had  been  a  challenger  of  air  the  world,  and  had  raifed 

infinite  contradiction.     To  what  caufe  foever  it  is  to  be 

afcribed,  I  do  not  find  him  to  deliver  and  unwrap  him- 

felf  weff  'of  tHat  he  feenteth  tb  eoncdtoe  •,  nd>  toTjfe  a 

mafter  ofhisovM^howledge.  Neither  dtt  1  for  my  fart 

'aHb  (though  Iha*e  brought  in  a  neto  manlier  of  hknd- 

Bf'rg  this  aVgtitafcnt  td  make  it  pleafant  and  lightfome) 

pretend  fo  tti  have  overcome  the  natufe  6f  the  fubjedt: 

biit  that  tile  fill!  liriderftdndihg  and  ufe  bf  it  will  b#  fdtti- 

whaf  dark,  and  btft  pleifing  the  taft*  of  fuch'%it4ras 

are  patient  to  ftay  the  digdfting  and  folutirig  unto  thfem- 

jfelves  of  that  which  is  fharp  and  fubtile.  Which  was  the 

ciufe,  joiiie<i  wfth  the  16ve  and  hdnour  wlikH  I  bare  to 

"ydur  tordAi^),  as  tfce  perfon  I  knbw  id  havfefWiiny ^dr- 

\\ics,  and  an  excellent  order  of  them,  whfth  m<Jve&  the 

'to  dedicate  this  writing  to  your  Lordfliip,  aftefc  *f£  aft- 

Yieh*  manner:  choofing  both  a  friend,  and  one  tc/whoih 

1  ibnc?ivea  tte  argument  was  agreedblfr/1   -  i7      '     ^ 
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A  Letter 
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Mr    .    ■•>■"     '■  5»7 


#TMtft''ofiBe'Oimt  de  Goridbmat  f*  the  Lord 
Bacon,  en  his  Fall*.' 

Iiluftriffimo  Senor, 

XENGO  por  fumroa  infelicidad  afacr  recibido  tan- 
f.to$tbpwfici96)  y/con  tarn  b^en^boluntad  dc  V. 
£♦  I"**,  en  fu  tiempo  profpero:  y  agora,  en  el  adberfo 
90  baler  yo  para  ferbkle,  como  debc^  y  defleo  latis^er 
a  mi  reconocimiento,  y  obligacion.  Y  afli  es  peor.mi 
$wmw>  pue*  roi  perfona  es  aqui  tan  ynutij,  que  aun  da- 
(jir;,eftoy  .yo  miimo  a  V.  S.  I"1*,  como  lo  e.defleadp,* 
y.beiarle  las  manos  perfonalmente,  me  e  abftenido  dello, 
,por  no  deferbille ;  y  cierto,  que  todo  efto  me.  da  fummo 
4olpr*  ,  Y  affi,  me  ha  parecido,  que.  y^  que  no  puedo 
fazyriltoWS  4evo,.hazcr  lo  que  pwdq;  yif^pr^nterva 
>iV>-  &+}?$'  V&1  fi  *a  intercefljon.  del.R?y  mi  Tenor  cp)i 
&  Magsftad  cl  Rey  de  la  Gran  Bretana>?  juzgar6  ,V.  S. 
&*+  que  en  fiis  cofas  puede  fer  util ;  tengo  por  cierto 
que  fu  Mageftad  Chatolica  la  interporna  con  mucho 
gufto:  y  yo  el  ferbir  a  V.  S.  I™,  para  todo  lo  que 
difpufiere  de  mi,  con  cordial  y  conftante  boluntad. 
Guarde  Dios  a  V.  S.  I™,  muchos  y  felizes  alios  como 
defleo.     Londres,  a  14  de  Junio,    162 1. 

EI  Cmde  de  Gondomar* 


*  In  an  abftraft  of  letters  and  treatifes  of  the  Lord  Baton,  both  loft  and  ex- 
tant, one  letter  is  thus  defcribed: 

No  Date.  Perfpexi  &  agnofca  ;  thanh  for  fome  good  offito  dent  for  bun  in 
bis  troubUs.     To  Condom ar. 

POST- 


■■  n*    »■■ ■  i*  ir      \      ■•■■■■>■ 

L'ysfr^ftv>  vy-^  ■  y„  v.giAKifli  n-MVir  ^\i\ 

A  af4*tipVty\b«ppefis  to  have  this,  in^o^mo*  wftk 
tbtm>  that  a,cot$pk*i  edition  of  Ms  worts  is  neyer  tetM 
&*</  without  the  help  of  Manujcripts.  . . :< ;  ^ 

^^^tbou^kh^^bffnfir  the  go^  ^(^^^jon 
)of&is>own  ondjfutotre  4$es,^  he  masmriing  ^(w^^up^t 
a  jufk  4nd; regular  plan  for  the  institution  *£\a  ttpe  pbjft 
Jofopby.  Qfjbii  4>e  g#ve  out  Jingle  parts,  either Mfrisfc 
or  manujcripty  as  be  <W^£tf,^ 
tbeyKtmght  rmtbf  k**ar4  *J **wy<tfpearw^rf&  if 
fbrtlKfrteof&s.^  kfi^.J^^ 

to puhlifk them  all  together.  .„,. \v.  \:<<±^ 

And  of  bis  works  in  the  political  and  moral  kind.  Jfe 
fent  copies  to  bit  friends.-  Tfoefe  produced  4  ^HUitude^ 
vtbers,  which  injtend  of  the  true  ones  com*  tftcrywrA 
imperfeB  to  the  prefs,  and haw  Jo continued Jowfctbravgb 
all  editions :  the  being  once  in  print  having  put  an  end  to 
all  enquiry  for  what  was  genuine. 

When  the  prefs  began  to  fwarm  with  fuch  falfe  copies ^ 
Dr.  Rawley  in  1657  was  obliged  to  publijh  the  Rcfufci- 
tatio  from  foul  ones :  fo  early  was  it  that  the  fair 
tranfcriptSy  confgned  to  Archbijhop  Williams  and  Sir 
Humphrey  May,  were  mi/laid  or  loft,  or  out  of  bis 
power.    Nor  was  the  fortune  much  better  of  the  papers 

committed 
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committed  to  Sir  W.  Bofwell,   and  by  him  to  Gruter  r 
who  promifed  fome  political  and  moral  piece sy  and  I  think 

fame  others. that  have  never  yet  appeared.  ^ 

In  this  jlate  of  my  Lord  Bacon 's  works,  it  may  be 
wifhed,  and  is  not  impojjible,  that  many  of  the  genuine 
copies  are  yet  in  being.  '  Upon  comparing  they  might  ea- 
fily  be  known,  and  would  be  worth  any  pains  and  fearches 
to  reebver  them.  I  fay  this  with  the  moire  hjfnraritey  pa- 
ving lately  met  with  a  fair  copy  of  the  Difcdurfa  on  Ire- 
land, which  corrects  all  others  either  manufcript  or 
printed. 

•  Some  Originals,  and  part  of  Dr.  Rawley* s  colle&ions, 
coming  into  fa  good  a  hand  as  Mr.  Stephens';,  £*  waited 
long  for  others,  of  which  he  bad  received  intelligence : 
tut  at  lafi  refolved  to  preferve  this  volume  of  remains, 
by  printing  it  at  bis  own  expence. 
V  And  if  the  faithful  uje  that  has  far f  teen  made  of 
fyatitifcrifts,  Jhall  incline  any  perfans  to  communicate 
others  in  this  way  to  the  publick :  I  cannot  but  offer  them 
my  fervice  to  be  again  an  Editor :  being  perfuaded,  that 
much  good  learning  has  been  loft  by  trufting  to  afewf  or 
jingle  copies  *,  and  that  there  is  no  facurity  for  any  thing 
of  this  kind  but  from  the  prefs. 

J.  Lockeju 


FINIS. 


